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PREFACE. 


INCE  the  completion  of  this  work,  and  both  vol- 
umes were  in  type,  interefling  bibliographical 
information  has  come  to  light  which  I  defire 
to  incorporate  into  this  Preface. 
I  am  indebted  to  the  courtefy  of  Mr.  C.  A.  Duniway, 
who  has  inveftigated  with  great  thoroughnefs  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  General  Court  of  Maffachufetts  Bay  and  the 
Suffolk  Court  Records,  for  a  reference  to  the  Council  rec- 
ords relating  to  the  a6lion  of  that  body  touching  Mr. 
Checkley's  firft  publication  in   17 19. 

It  appears  that  Mr.  Checkley  had  prepared  a  treatife  on 
Epifcopacy,  or  what  he  called  Scripture  Bipiops,  to  be 
printed  as  an  addendum  to  "  Leflie's  Short  and  Eafy 
Method";  and  had  advertifed  it  as  foon  to  come  from  the 
prefs.  One  of  the  Governor's  Council,  Paul  Dudley,  Efq., 
ftated  to  the  Board  that  he  had  lately  met  with  an  adver- 
tifement  of  a  book  in  the  prefs,  entitled,  "  The  Religion  of 
Jefus  Chrifl,  the  only  true  Religion,"  &c.,  &c.,  and  a  trea- 
tife to  be  added  to  it  relating  to  Scripture  Bifliops,  which 

he 


^ 
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he  apprehended  would  occafion  divifions  and  contentions 
among  His  Majefty's  good  fubje61s  of  this  Province. 

A  vote  was  thereupon  paffed  direcfling  the  printers  of  the 
town  of  Bofton  not  to  print  the  book  till  further  orders  from 
the  Council.  At  the  fame  time  a  committee  of  feven  was 
appointed,  confifting  of  Wm.  Tailor,  Samuel  Sewall,  and 
Paul  Dudley  of  the  Council,  and  four  clergymen,  viz..  Dr. 
Cotton  Mather,  Mr.  Samuel  Myles,  Mr.  Benjamin  Wadf- 
worth,  and  Mr.  Henry  Harris,  who  were  requefted  to  ex- 
amine the  book  and  treatife,  and  report  their  opinion  to  the 
Council. 

The  committee  fummoned  Mr.  Checkley  before  them 
and  requefled  him  to  allow  them  to  examine  the  manufcript, 
which  he  propofed  to  print  in  conne6lion  with  the  "  Short 
and  Eafy  Method."  Mr.  Checkley  pofitively  declined  to 
grant  this  requeft,  and  refufed  to  fubmit  his  manufcript  to 
any  perfon  whatever  till  it  was  printed.  Having,  however, 
become  fatisfied  that  the  Governor  and  Council  had  author- 
ity over  the  prefs,  he  agreed  not  to  print  it  here,  but  would 
not  bind  himfelf  that  it  fliould  not  be  printed  elfewhere. 

It  did  not  require  any  extraordinary  fagacity  in  Mr. 
Checkley  to  fee  that  a  committee,  of  which  Dr.  Cotton 
Mather,  Judge  Sewall,  and  Paul  Dudley  were  members, 
would  not  favor  the  publication  of  an  argument  for  Epif- 
copacy  under  any  circumftances  whatever,  and  he  naturally 
and  wifely  did  not  wifh  to  intruft  his  manufcript  to  their 
criticifm,  only  to  be  rejetled. 

The  Council  accordingly  paffed  a  vote  prohibiting  the 
printing  of  Mr.  Checkley 's  manufcript  on  a  "  Scripture 
Bifliop  "  until  further  orders  from  the  Council.  Vide  Coun- 
cil 
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cil  Records,  Vol.  VII.  pp.  9,  12-14,  Feb.  5  and  Feb.  18, 
1718-19. 

Thus  baffled  in  his  attempt  to  print  his  paper  on  Epif- 
copacy  in  the  Httle  volume  then  in  prefs,  Mr.  Checkley 
appears  to  have  fubftituted  for  it  the  Epiftle  of  St.  Ignatius 
to  the  Trallians,  in  which  the  three  orders  of  the  minifhry, 
Bifliops,  Presbyters,  and  Deacons,  are  dif^in(5lly  fet  forth ;  a 
note  is  fubjoined,  ftating  that  Ignatius  was  a  "companion 
of  the  Apoftles,  and  was  taught  the  Faith  of  Chrift  from 
their  Mouths,"  leaving  the  inference  to  be  drawn  that  Epif- 
copacy  was  at  leaft  Apoftolical  in  its  origin.  It  is  not  un- 
likely that  this  fubflitution  at  that  time,  when  there  exifted 
a  bitter  hoftility  to  Epifcopacy,  was  an  advantage,  and  better 
for  Mr.  Checkley's  purpofe  than  an  elaborate  argument  in 
behalf  of  "  Scripture  Bifliops." 

The  reader  is  referred  to  page  229,  No.  i,  where  he  will 
find  a  bibliographical  notice  of  this  publication. 

The  narrative  of  the  events  above  recited,  and  the  ab- 
ftra6l  of  the  Council  records,  fhow  that  the  cenforfliip  of 
the  prefs  was,  at  that  time,  in  full  force  in  Maffachufetts 
Bay. 

They  likewife  feem  to  account  for  the  fa6l  that  no  work 

in  defence  of  Epifcopacy  was  printed  in  Maffachufetts  Bay 

until  after   the   profecution   of   Mr.  Checkley  for  felling  a 

book  that  was  printed  in  England,  which  was  followed  by 

the  great  controverfy   that  lafled   till  the  outbreak  of  the 

American  Revolution. 

E.  F.  S. 

Boston,  249  Berkeley  Street, 
February  22,  1897. 
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THE  PRESENTMENT 

OF 

MR.  JOHN    CHECKLEY   FOR  LIBEL, 

AND   THE 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  COURT  HELD 

July  14,  1724.^ 


^ 


HE  Jurors  of  Our  Soverign  Lord  the  King 
upon  their  Oath  prefent  John  Checkley  of 
Bofton  within  the  County  of  Suffolk  fhop- 
keeper  for  that  whereas  the  fd.  John  Checkley 
falfely  wickedly  and  malicioufly  imagining  and 
Contriving  his  fd.  Mofl  facred  Majeflys  rightfuU  &  un- 
doubted Title  to  the  Kingdom  &  Dominion  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  &  the  Territories  &  Plantations  thereto  be- 
longing, and  alfo  the  Minifters  of  the  Holy  Gofpel  ellab- 
lifhed  by  Law  within  this  His  Majeflys  Province,  as  well  as 

within 

1  A   circumftantial   account   of    this  or  two  inftances,  where  erroneous  fpell- 

trial  maybe  found  in  the  Memoir,  an/ea,  ing  has  changed  the  word,  and  given  it 

pp.  52-65.     The  fpelling  and  pun6tua-  a  different  meaning.     In  fuch  cafes  a 

tion  have  been  followed,  except  in  one  correction  has  been  made. 
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within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  their 
Sacred  Fun6lion  and  Adminiflration  of  the  Holy  Sacra- 
ments into  hatred  infamy  and  contempt  to  induce  &  bring 
and  to  Scandalize  the  fame,  to  falfify  &  leffen  the  Authority 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures  &  to  reprefent  even  the  Church  of 
Rome  as  a  true  &:  Mother  Church  as  alfo  to  create  great 
Jeloufies  Divifions  and  Animofitys  among  his  Majeflies 
Loyal  Subjedls  of  this  his  fd.  Majeflies  Province,  He  the  fd. 
John  Checkley  at  Boflon  aforefd.  on  the  thirteenth  Day  of 
March  1723,  &  at  fundry  other  times  — before  &  after  did 
falfely,  wickedly,  malicioufly  and  feditioufly  publifli,  utter  & 
expofe  to  fale  or  Caufe  to  be  uttered  publiflied  &  expofed  to 
fale  a  feigned,  falfe,  wicked  &  Scandalous  Libell  entituled 
A  Short  and  eafy  Method  with  the  Deifts  wherein  the  cer- 
tainty of  the  Chriflian  Religion  is  Demonflrated  by  infallible 
proof  from  four  Rules  which  are  incompatible  to  any  Im- 
poflure  that  ever  yet  has  been  or  can  poffibly  be.  In  which 
fd.  Libel  are  contained  thefe  falfe  feigned  and  Scandalous 
words  following,  viz*-  "  And  when  that  time  fliall  come,  as 
they  are  the  moft  Honorable  &  Ancient  of  all  the  Nations  on 
the  Earth  (Meaning  the  Jewes)  to  wit  their  Church  (mean- 
ing the  Jewifh  Church)  return  to  be  the  Mother  Chriflian 
Church,  as  flie  was  at  firft,  Rome  mufl  furrender  to  Jeru- 
falem,  (thereby  meaning  &  inlinuating  that  the  Church 
of  Rome  is  the  prefent  Mother  Chriflian  Church)  "  p.  29.^ 
And  in  another  part  of  the  fd.  Libel,  among  other  things, 

are 

2  Page  29  and  other  references  in  this  John   Checkley,  at  the   Sign  of  the 

Prefentment  are  to  Leflie's  Short  and  Crown  and  Blue-Gate,  over-againft  the 

Easy  method  with  the  Deists,  eighth  Weft-End  of  the  Town-Houfe  in  Bo/- 

edition,    London,    containing    a    Dif-  ion.    1723. 
courfe  concerning  Epifcopacy,  fold  by 
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are  Contained  thefe  following  falfe  feigned  &  Scandalous 
words,  viz.*  "  With  the  Deifls  in  this  Caufe  are  joyned  the 
Quakers  &  other  of  Our  Diffenters,  who  throw  otf  the  Suc- 
ceffion  of  Our  Priefthood."  And  alfo  in  one  other  part  of 
the  fd.  Libel  there  are  (among  other  things)  the  following 
falfe  feigned  wicked  &  Scandalous  words,  viz'  "  I  fliall  (mean- 
ing the  Authour  of  the  fd.  Libel)  fay  fome  thing  at  this 
time  by  way  of  advice  to  thofe  perfons  (meaning  the  Min- 
iflers  of  the  Gofpell  by  Law  in  this  His  Majeflys  Province 
eftabliflied,  and  the  feveral  Congregations  under  them)  who 
madly  think  that  there  is  nothing  at  all  neceffary  to  Confli- 
tute  a  Gofpell  Minifter,  but  what  they  (meaning  the  fd. 
Minifters  &  Congregations)  fondly  call  a  good  flock  of  Gifts. 
To  thefe  (meaning  as  aforefd.)  Mad  Enthufiafls  thofe  heady 
Impoflors,  whofe  pretended  Gifts  are  in  nothing  extraordinary 
except  in  a  furious  Zeal  without  knowledge,  &  a  volubility 
of  Tongue  which  proceeds  from  a  habit  of  Speaking  without 
thinking,  and  an  Affurance  that  is  never  out  of  Counte- 
nance for  ten  thoufand  Blunders,  which  would  dafli  &  con- 
found any  man  of  Sence  or  Modefty,  or  that  Confidered  the 
prefence  of  God  in  which  he  fpoke,  to  thefe  men  (meaning 
as  aforefaid)  I  fay  I  (hall  (meaning  the  Author)  fpeak  fome- 
thing  concerning  the  Qualifications  requifite  in  a  Gofpell 
Minifler,"  p.  43.  And  further  in  one  other  Part  of  the  faid 
Libel  are  contained  the  following  falfe,  wicked  and  Scan- 
dalous &  malicious  words,  viz*-  "  And  confequently  that 
the  Rebellion  of  Presbitors  from  under  the  Government 
of  their  Bifliops  is  the  fame  Cafe  as  the  Rebellion  (for 
fo  it  is  called  Numb'-  17.  10.)  of  Korah  and  his  Levites 
againft  Aaron,"  p.  51.     And  in  one  other  Part  of  fd.  Libel 

there 
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there  are  alfo  contained  the  further  following  falfe  feigned  & 
Scandalous  words,  viz.*  "  And  here  let  our  Korahites  (mean- 
ing among  others  the  faid  Minifters)  of  feveral  fizes  take  a 
view  of  the  heinoufnefs  of  their  Schifm,"  p.  59.  And  alfo 
in  another  part  of  the  fd.  Libel  are  thefe  falfe  feigned  & 
Scandalous  words,  viz*-  "  And  indeed  whoever  would  write 
the  true  Hiflory  of  Presbiterianifm  mufl  begin  at  Rome  and 
not  at  Geneva,"  p.  61.  And  there  is  furthermore  contained 
in  the  fd.  Libel  the  following  falfe  feditious  &  wicked  words, 
viz*  "  As  the  neceffity  of  Government  &  the  General  Com- 
mands in  Scripture  of  Obedience  to  Government  do  require 
Our  fubmiffion  to  the  Government  in  being,  where  there  is 
no  Competition  concerning  the  Titles,  that  is  where  no  one 
Claims  a  better  right  than  the  Poffeffour,"  p.  63,  (thereby  fub- 
tilly  by  Arguments  to  traduce  and  draw  into  difpute  the 
undoubted  right  &  Title  of  Our  fd.  Lord  the  King  to  the 
Kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  &  Ireland  and  the  Territories 
thereunto  belonging.)  And  alfo  in  another  Part  of  the  fd. 
Libel  are  contained  the  following  falfe  and  Scandalous 
words,  viz*-  "  Againft  thefe  we  produce  the  vaft  Empire  of 
Ruffia  (which  is  greater  in  Extent  than  all  thofe  Popifh 
Countries  before  named)  Great  Britain,  Denmark,  Sweden 
&  all  the  Lutheran  Churches  in  Germany,  which  will  vaflly 
out  number  both  the  Papifls  and  (their  Kinfmen)  the  Dif- 
fenters  of  all  Denominations  before  mentioned,"  p.  66, 
(meaning  in  the  fd.  number  the  fd  Minifters  and  Congrega- 
tions as  aforefaid).  And  in  another  part  of  the  fd.  Libel  are 
contained  the  following  falfe  wicked  &  Scandalous  words, 
viz*-  "  They  (meaning  among  others  the  fd.  Minifters  & 
Congregations  as  aforefaid)  imitate  the  Coming  of  Anti- 

chrift 
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chrift  now  approaching,"  p.  8i.  And  in  the  fd.  Libel  are 
likewife  contained  the  following  wicked,  falfe  &  Scandalous 
words,  viz*-  "  And  now  let  me  (meaning  the  Author)  tell  our 
Diffenters  of  all  Denominations  (thereby  Meaning  and 
including  the  fd.  Miniflers  &  Congregations  as  aforefaid) 
that  they  (meaning  as  aforefd)  imitate  the  hardnefs  of  the 
Jews,  who  built  the  fepulchres  of  thofe  Prophets  whom  their 
Fathers  flew  while  at  the  fame  time  they  adhered  to  and  out 
did  the  wickednefs  of  their  Fathers  in  perfecuting  the  Suc- 
ceff'-  of  thofe  Prophets,"  p.  96.  And  in  one  other  part  of 
the  faid  Libel  is  alfo  contained  the  falfe  wicked  &  Scan- 
dalous words  following,  viz'-  "  And  if  fo  then  their  (mean- 
ing the  fd.  Minifters)  Ordinations  in  oppofition  to  Epifco- 
pacy  are  not  only  invalid  but  Sacralidge  and  Rebellion 
againft  Chrift,  who  did  inftitute  this  fociety  and  gave 
them  their  charter,  and  if  their  Ordinations  are  null,  then 
their  Baptifms  are  fo  too  and  all  their  Ordinances,  they  are 
out  of  the  vifible  Church  &  have  no  right  to  any  the  prom- 
ifes  in  the  Gofpell,"  p.  99.  And  in  the  fd.  Libel  or  Book 
are  furthermore  contained  thefe  falfe  wicked  &  malicious 
words  following,  viz*-  "  And  now  I  (meaning  the  Author) 
apply  myfelf  with  a  Chriftian  Concern  to  our  mifled  Diffen- 
ters (meaning  among  others  the  fd.  Minifters  &  their  Con- 
gregations) &  let  them  fee  &  Confider  that  when  they 
receive  (what  they  call)  the  Sacraments  of  Baptifm  &  the 
Lords  Supper  in  their  Congregations,  they  receive  no  Sac- 
raments, Nor  are  their  children  baptized  any  more  than  if 
a  Midwife  had  done  it,  nay  that  it  had  been  lefs  guiltily  done 
by  her  in  Cafe  of  neceffity  than  by  the  others  (meaning  the 
fd.  Minifters)  in  the  ordinary  way,  whofe  Miniftrations  are 

not 
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not  only  void  &  null  (if  they  have  not  a  lawfull  Authority)  but 
are  facralegious,  &  like  the  Offerings  of  Korah,  are  Rebellion 
ao-ainft  the  Lord,"  p.  loi.  And  in  the  fd.  Libel  or  Book  are 
Contained  thefe  falfe  wicked  &  Scandalous  words  following 
viz'-  "  Let  then  the  Common  Wealthfmen  &  the  Orators 
for  the  power  of  the  People  (if  they  will  argue  fairly  and  upon 
the  Square  with  us)  fet  down  the  time  when  Monarchy  did 
begin  in  the  World,  &  fee  if  this  Clue  will  not  lead  them  up 
to  the  Divifion  of  the  Nations  after  the  Flood,  which  I  am 
fure  no  man  (Who  has  feen  that  account  which  holy  Scrip- 
ture gives  us  of  it)  will  venture  to  fay  was  done  by  the 
People,"  p.  107,  (thereby  meaning  &  infmuating  that  the 
Title  of  Our  fd.  Lord  the  King  to  the  Crown  was  not  good) 
And  in  the  fd.  Libel  are  contained  thefe  further  wicked 
Scandalous  &  feditious  words  following,  viz'-  "  Was  there 
ever  a  time  in  the  World  when  all  Mankind  (all  but  the 
Ufurpers)  were  all  afleep,"  p.  108.  And  in  the  fd.  Libel  are 
contained  thefe  following  falfe  wicked  malicious  &  Scandal- 
ous words,  viz'-  "  The  Children  of  Korah  Dathan  &  Abiram 
were  fwallowed  up  with  them,"  in,  (meaning  their  fathers) 
(which  Words  are  a  plain  &  manifefl  contradi6tion  to  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  Numbers  26.  11).^  And  in  the  fd.  Libel 
there  are  in  another  part  thefe  following  falfe  wicked  & 
feigned  words,  viz'-  "  fliall  then  the  Ufurpers  of  the  Levitical 
Priefhhood  be  fwallowed  up  quick  into  the  Pitt,  &  is  there  no 
Judgment  of  God  due  to  the  Ufurpers  (meaning  with  others 

the 

s  In    a    note    on   this    palTage,    Mr.  who  told  him  it  was  a  miftake  of  the 

Checkley  informs  us  that  thefe  words  prefs,  &c.     Vide  MS.  copy  of  Prefent- 

were  inferted  by  Secretary  Willard,  con-  ment  by  Mr.   Checkley  in  his  Letter- 

trary  to  the  opinion  of  Judge  Townfend,  Book. 
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the  fd.  Minifters)  upon  the  Chriftian  Priefthood,  was  it 
Death  for  any  but  the  Priefl  to  offer  the  Legall  Sacrifices, 
&  may  the  Evangellical  Sacrifice  be  offered  without  Offence 
by  any  hands  not  lawfully  Ordained  ? "  p-  113,  (meaning  the 
fd  Minifters  as  aforefaid).  And  in  the  fd.  Libel  are  con- 
tained thefe  further  falfe,  feigned,  wicked  and  Scandalous 
words  following,  viz'-  "  Can  their  Call  (meaning  the  Call  of 
the  Holy  Minifters  of  Chrift  in  this  Province  as  well  as  in 
other  Places)  or  their  Conceits  (meaning  as  aforefaid)  of 
any  mans  fufficiency  enable  him  to  take  this  Honour  unto 
himfelf  (meaning  the  Honour  of  a  Prieft).  Is  this  the  Call 
of  Aaron  &  of  Chrift?  no,  but  it  is  of  Korah,  and  our  Dif- 
fenters  who  fet  up  upon  their  gifts,  p.  123,  (meaning  the  Min- 
ifters &  Congregations  in  this  Province  among  others)." 
Which  fd  Book  or  Libel  containing  the  feveral  falfe,  mali- 
cious, wicked,  Scandalous  &  Seditious  Expreffions  aforefd. 
He  the  fd.  John  Checkley  on  the  fd.  thirteenth  day  of 
March  laft,  and  at  fundry  other  times  before  And  fince,  did 
publifh,  utter,  put  up  to  fale  and  acftually  did  fell  to  diverfe 
of  His  Majeftys  loyal  fubjeds,  to  the  wicked  &  pernicious 
Example  of  all  others  in  the  like  Cafe  erring.  Contrary  to 
the  Peace  of  Our  fovereign  Lord  the  King  his  Crown  and 
Dignity  &  the  Laws  in  fuch  Cafes  made  and  provided. 


The  fd.  John  Checkley  appeared  and  Pleaded  Not  Guilty. 
Upon  which  the  Jury  were  fworne  to  try  this  Iffue  and 
after  a  full  hearing  Returned  their  Verdi(ft  therein  upon 
Oath.  That  is  to  fay  That  the  fd.  John  Checkley  is 
Guilty. 

Ordered 
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Ordered  That  the  fd.  John  Checkley  lliall  pay  a  fine  of 
fifty  pounds  to  the  King,  and  Enter  into  Recognizance  in 
the  fiam  of  One  hundred  pounds  with  two  furetys  in  the 
fum  of  fifty  pounds  each  for  his  good  behaviour  until  the 
next  feffions  of  this  Court,  and  alfo  pay  Cofts  of  profecution 
ftanding  Committed  until  this  fentance  be  performed. 


The  fd.  John  Checkley  Appealed  from  this  Order  or  fen- 
tance unto  the  Court  of  Affize  and  General  Gaol  Delivery 
next  to  be  holden  for  this  County,  And  Entred  into  Recog- 
nizance himfelf  as  Principal  in  the  fum  of  one  hundred 
pounds  &  Gilliam  Phillips,  Efq'-,  William  Spikeman,  Baker, 
both  of  Bofton,  aforefd.  in  the  fum  of  fifty  pounds  each.  On 
Condition  that  the  fd.  John  Checkley  fliall  make  his  per- 
fonal  appearance  at  the  Court  Appealed  to,  and  abide  the 
fentance  of  the  faid  Court  &  not  Depart  without  Licence, 
and  that  he  be  of  good  behaviour  in  the  meantime. 

N.  B.  Nathaniel  Balfton  ferved  on  the  Jury  in  this 
tryall  inftead  of  Jofeph  Belcher. 

From  Records  of  Court  of  General  Sefjions  of  the  Peace, 
Vol.  3,  //.  268-273  inclufive. 

A  true  copy, 

Attefl: 

John  Noble, 

Clerk  Sup.  Jud.  Ct» 
Bojlon,  March  12,  1896. 
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THE 


SPEECH 

OF 

Mr.  John  Ckeckley^ 

Upon   his    Tryal    at    Bo/ton   in   New- 
Rngland,  &c. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Honours,  and  you 
Gentlemen  of  the  Jury  ; 

Y  Counfel  having  made  fo  very  good  a  De- 
fence on  my  Behalf,  the  faying  any  thing  for 
my  felf  may  feem  needlefs  and  unneceffary. 

And  indeed  it  would  be  fo,  if  the  Charge 

a^ainft   me  was   not   out   of    the    common 

Road,  and  very  extraordinary. 

But  (may  it  pleafe  your  Honours)   I  am  reprefented  as  a 

Perfon    Guilty  on  many  Accounts:    ijl,  For  wickedly  and 

malicioufly  imagining  and   contriving,    by  the  Subtilty  of 

Arguments, 
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Arguments,  to  draw  into  difpute  his  prefent  Majefty's  Title 
to  the  Crown,  &c.  2dly,  Of  fcandalizing  the  Minifters  of 
the  Gofpel  by  Law  eJiablifJiedm  this  Province.  3^/)/,  I  am 
charged  with  faljifying  the  holy  Scriptures.  4//2/J/,  With 
reprefenting  the  Church  of  Rome  as  the  prefent  Mother 
Church;  and  laftly.  With  raifmg  Divifions,  Jealoufies,  and 
Animofities,  among  His  Majefty's  loving  Subjects  of  this 
Province. 

Thefe  are  Crimes  of  a  very  heinous  nature  ;  and  had  they 
been  2iS>  fully  prov  d,  as  they  have  h^Qn  flrongly  fuggefled  in 
the  Indidment,  I  mufl  acknowledge  I  fliould  deferve  a  very 
fevere  Punifliment. 

Since  then  the  Charge  againfl  me  is  fo  very  extraordinary  ; 
fince  thefe  Proceedings^  and  the  Methods  of  my  Profecution, 
feem  to  be  fomething  ne  w  in  this  Country;  and  fmce  I  am 
fo  fully  confcious  of  the  Innocency  of  my  Intentions,  and 
that  I  had  no  Malice  in  my  Heart:  I  believe  your  Honours 
will  readily  allow,  that  to  be  filent,  at  this  Jun6ture,  would 
look  like  an  Argument  of  Guilt,  and  be  truly  Criminal. 

With  your  Honours  Permiffion  then  I  fliall  go  on,  and 
will  endeavour  to  take  up  no  more  time,  than  to  advert  to 
fuch  things,  not  fo  fully  infifled  on  by  my  Counfel,  as  will 
further  fhew  the  Innocency  of  my  Intentions,  and  that  I 
had  no  Malice  in  my  Heart,  nor  defigned  any  thing  againfl 
the  Government. 

May  it  p leaf e  your  Honours,  and  you 
Gentlemen  of  the  fury ; 

The  firfl  PalTage  pretended  to  be  againfl  the  Government 
is  this,  p.  63.   "As  the  Neceffity  of  Government,  and  the 

"  general 
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"  general  Commands  in  Scripture  of  Obedience  to  Govern- 
"  ment,  do  require  our  Submiffion  to  the  Government  in 
"  being,  where  there  is  no  Competition  concerning  the  Titles; 
"  that  is,  where  no  one  claims  a  better  Right  than  the  Pof- 
"  feffor :  "  thereby  (faith  the  Indi6tment)  fubtilly,  by  Argu- 
ments, to  traduce  and  draw  into  difpute  the  undoubted 
Right  and  Title  of  our  faid  Lord  the  King,  &c. 

But  this  was  not  defigned,  nor  can  it  poffibly  be  wrefled, 
to  hurt  the  Title  of  his  prefent  Majefly;  unlefs  any  Perfon 
will  make  it  appear,  that  another  hath  a  better  Title  to  the 
Crown  than  his  prefent  Majejiy ;  which  I  am  fure  is  not 
averred  here,  nor  any  thing  like  it.  For  the  whole  Sentence 
is  no  more  than  an  hypothetic  Propofition  concerning  Gov- 
ernment in  general  (without  any  Averment  of  any  particular 
Government) ;  and  founded  upon  this  Maxim  of  the  Law, 
that  bare  PoJ/effion  is  a  good  Title,  till  a  better  can  be  produced. 

But,  (may  it  pleafe  your  Honours)  to  fliew  you  farther, 
that  I  had  no  evil  Defign  againfl  the  Government,  I  beg 
leave  to  remark,  and  to  fliew  wherein  I  induftrioufly  alter'd 
the  Phrafe,  to  prevent  any  fuch  Mifapplication  of  it. 

In  the  Book  from  whence  this  Paffage  is  tranfcrib'd,  the 
Words  run  thus ;  p.  36.  "  As  the  Neceffity  of  Government, 
"  and  the  general  Commands  in  Scripture  of  Obedience  to 
"  Government,  do  require  our  Submiffion  to  the  Govem- 
"  ment  in  being,  where  there  is  no  Competition  concerning 
"the  Titles,  or  any  that  claims  a  better  Right  than  the 
"  PofTeffor. 

Here  I  beg  your  Honours,  and  you  Gentlemen  of  the 
Jury,  to  obferve,  that  thefe  Expreffions,  where  there  is  no 
Competition  concer^iing  the  Titles,  or  any  that  claims  a  better 

Right 
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Right  than  the  PoJJeJfor:  I  fay,  thefe  Expreffions  in  this 
Book,  are  not  explanatory  one  of  the  other,  but  are  disjunH: ; 
and  by  the  affiftance  of  a  few,  ufeful  Innuendo's,  this  Expref- 
fion,  where  there  is  no  Competition  concerni^ig  the  Titles^ 
might  have  been  fo  drefs'd  up,  as  to  have  look'd  like  fome- 
thing  againfl  the  prefent  Government.  For  every  body 
knows,  that  there  is  a  Competition  concerning  the  Title  to 
the  Crown  of  England. 

But  to  prevent  all  poffibility  of  miftake  concerning  this 
Expreffion,  and  that  it  might  not  be  preffed  and  forced  to 
fight  againfl  the  Government  whether  it  would  or  not ;  in 
this  very  Book  it  is  explained  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  (feems  to 
me)  to  make  it  almolt  impoffible  for  any  one  but  an  Enemy 
to  the  prefent  Government,  fo  much  as  to  think  that  thefe 
Words  were  defigned  againfl  it. 

For  in  this  Book,  thefe  Words,  where  there  is  no  Compe- 
tition concer7iing  the  Titles,  are  immediately  explained  in  this 
manner;  That  is,  where  no  one  claims  a  better  Right 
than  the  PoJ/eJ/br. 

And  by  the  Words,  claims  a  better  Right,  mufl  mean, 
jujily  claims  a  better  Right. 

And  indeed,  it  is  impoffible  to  force  it  to  have  any  other 
Meaning,  if  the  preceding  and  fubfequent  Matter,  and  the 
Defign  and  Scope  of  the  Argument  be  confidered. 

For  it  is  an  Argument  with  the  Diffenters  from  the 
Church  of  England,  in  this  manner,  viz.  Epifcopacy  was 
inftituted  by  Chrift,  for  the  Handing  and  perpetual  Govern- 
ment of  his  Church. 

That  Form  of  Government  ftill  exifts  in  the  Church  of 
England. 

Therefore, 
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Therefore,  fuppofing  that  the  prefent  Bifliops  did  not 
derive  their  Power  by  an  uninterrupted  Succeffion  from  the 
Apoftles,  but  were  appointed  by  the  King,  or  by  fome  others 
not  having  Epifcopal  Power;  yet  lince  they  govern  accord- 
ing to  that  Form,  which  Chrift  appointed,  tho'  they  did  not 
come  regularly  by  it,  they  ought  to  be  obeyed,  until  fome 
other  Perfons  fliall  come  and  make  it  appear,  that  they  have 
a  better  Right  to  govern  the  Church,  than  tho/e  in  a^ual 
Poffeffion. 

And  the  Reafon  for  fuch  Obedience  is  given,  viz.  That 
if  it  were  not  fo,  a  Door  would  be  opened  to  let  in  Anarchy 
and  endlefs  Confufion,  if  every  bold  Pretender  to  a  Right 
Ihould  be  hearkened  to,  and  his  bare  Pretenjions,  fliould  be 
fujfficient  to  alienate  the  Obedience  of  the  People,  from  thofe 
in  a6tual  Poffeffion. 

This  (may  it  pleafe  your  Honours)  is  the  Argument. 
Now,  nothing  is  more  plain,  than  that  every  different  Sedl 
among  the  DilTenters,  exprefsly  affirm  their  own  particular 
Form  of  (what  they  call)  Church  Government  to  be  of 
Chrifl's  Inftitution,  and  claim  a  better  Right  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Church  than  the  Bifhops,  whom  they  call 
Ufurpers ;  (particular  Inflances  of  which  I  am  ready  to  pro- 
duce ;  but  fhall  wave  it,  believing  it  would  be  no  pleafure 
to  your  Honours  at  this  time,  to  hear  with  what  Scurrility 
fome  imprudent  Men  have  treated  that  venerable  Order:) 
I  fay,  each  differing  Se6l  among  the  Diffenters  claim  a 
better  Right  than  the  Bifhops;  yet  the  Bifhops  and  they 
only  ought  to  be  obeyed: 

Why  ?  Becaufe  none  of  thefe  Diffenters  have  ever  yet 
made  it  appear,  that  their  Claim  is  jus  t. 

May 
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May  it  pleafe  your  Honours;  This  is  the  whole  Defign 
and  Drift  of  the  Argument;  and  I  have  been  thus  long 
upon  it,  to  make  it  appear,  to  your  Honours,  and  to  you 
Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  cloath  thefe 
Words,  claims  a  better  Right,  with  any  other  meaning  than 
JUSTLY  claims  a  better  Right  \  for  otherwife,  the  Argument 
would  have  no  Defign,  but  would  be  glaring  Nonfenfe,  and 
Contradiction  to  the  immediately  preceding  and  confequent 
matter,  and  to  the  Scope  and  Defign  of  the  whole  Book. 

I  hope  your  Honours,  and  you  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury, 
will  not  take  more  notice  of  an  Innuendo,  an  Inference,  or 
Injinuation,  than  of  an  exprefs  Declaration.  And  if  there 
are  any  Words  which  feem  to  bear  a  doubtful  Meaning,  I 
hope  your  Honours  will  in  all  fuch  Cafes  incline  to  the  moft 
favourable  fide. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Honours ;  It  is  a  known  Rule  in  the 
Roman  Law,  In  ambiguis  orationibus  maxime  fententia  fpec- 
tanda  ejl  ejus  qui  eas  protuliffet.  Wherever  words  are 
capable  of  a  double  Conllruftion,  there  the  Intention  of  the 
Speaker  is  chiefly  to  be  look'd  after,  and  attended  to. 

I  have  folemnly  declared,  that  I  induflrioufly  alter'd  the 
Phrafe,  and  with  this  very  Intention,  viz.  to  prevent  any 
Mifapplication  of  it,  as  if  it  was  defign'd  againft  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Every  man  hath  a  right  to  explain  his  own  Intentions ; 
and  ob/cure  ExpreJJions  mufl  not  (I  hope)  have  Meanings 
put  upon  them,  contrary  to  exprefs  Declarations. 

This  is  a  Rule  in  all  common  and  civil  Cafes  between 
Man  and  Man  ;  but  in  criminal  Cafes,  there  that  Law  exacts 
a  flridler  and  a  nicer  Proof:   Wherever  the  Life  or  Liberty 

of 
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of  a  Citizen  is  concern 'd,  there  the  Proofs  ought  to  be  Luce 
meridiana  clariora^  as  evident  as  the  Sun  at  Noon-day. 

But  (may  it  pleafe  your  Honours)  what  Proofs  have  been 

produced,  and  in  what  Form   have   they  appear'd? 

Verily,  in  no  very  comely  Form  !  For  they  are  nothing  but 
bare  and  naked  Innuendo  s  and  Injinuations. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Honours.  I  mention  thefe  Maxims  of 
the  Roman  Law,  only  as  they  are  agreeable  to  the  common 
Senfe  and  Underftanding  of  Mankind,  as  Rules  of  Reafon 
and  Equity :  and  which  (I  would  perfwade  my  felf)  your 
Honours  will  always  make  the  Rule  of  your  A6lions. 

Since  therefore,  I  affirm,  that  there  is  no  Perfon,  who 
y  USTL  V  Claims  a  better  Right  to  the  Crown  of  Eng- 
land i\\2i.\i  His  prefent  Majefty,  I  hope  your  Honours  will  be 
of  my  Opinion,  that  he  who  fliall  Jlart  at  this  Paffage,  and 
fay,  that  it  is  againfl  the  prefent  Government,  looks  like  an 
Enemy  to  it;  for,  without  an  Innuendo,  it  plainly  intimates, 
that  he  thinks  fome  other  Perfon  befides  His  prefent  Majefty 
JUSTLY  claims  a  better  Title :  which  is  by  no  means 
afferted  in  this  Paffage,  nor  in  any  part  of  the  Book ;  but 
the  dire61:  contrary. 

Wherefore  I  have  an  humble  Confidence,  that  your  Hon- 
ours, and  you  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  will  not  think  this 
Paffage  fufficient  to  make  the  Book  a  Libel,  nor  me  guilty. 

The  next  (pretended)  fcandalous  Claufe  is  i\i\^,pag.  107. 
"  Let  then  the  Common- Wealth-men  and  the  Orators  for  the 
"  Power  of  the  People,  (if  they  will  argue  fairly  and  upon  the 
"  fquare  with  us)  fet  down  the  time  when  Monarchy  did 
"  begin  in  the  World,  and  fee  if  this  Clew  will  not  lead  them 
"  up  to  the  Divifion  of  the  Nations  after  the  Flood,  which 
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"  I  am  fure  no  Man  (who  has  feen  that  Account  which  holy 
"  Scripture  gives  us  of  it)  will  venture  to  fay,  was  done  by 
"the  People. 

Thereby  (faith  the  Indidment)  meaning  and  infmuating, 
that  the  Title  of  Our  faid  Lord  the  King  to  the  Crown  was 
not  good.  Now  to  evince,  beyond  all  contradi6lion,  that 
thefe  Expreffions  likewife,  bear  not  the  leaft  Refemblance  of 
any  Refle6lion,  upon  His  Majefty's  Title  to  the  Crown,  I 
moft  humbly  entreat  your  Honours  to  hear  me  patiently, 
while  I  reprefent  the  true  dejign  of  this  Argument,  and  the 
impious  Schemes  againft  which  it  militates. 

Firft  then :  The  Deifts,  (thofe  Men  who  wou'd  turn  the 
World,  and  even  God  and  Nature,  upfide  down !)  thefe  Men 
foolifhly  dream  of  an  independent  State  of  Nature  ;  That  is  ' 
to  fay,  they  affirm,  that  once  upon  a  time  (tho'  they  never 
yet  could  tell  when)  all  Mankind  were  upon  a  Level,  and 
that  there  was  no  fuch  thing  as  Government  in  the  World; 
and  that  Tom,  Dick,  and  Harry,  ay,  every  individual  Man, 
Woman,  and  Child,  had  a  Right  to  the  whole  World; 
therefore,  fmce  God  had  not  inftituted  any  Government, 
they,  the  People,  all  of  'em  met  together,  and  (to  prevent  the 
dire  Confufion  that  might  happen  upon  the  bloody  Scramble 
that  was  like  to  enfue)  they  ere6ted  Government. 

This  (may  it  pleafe  your  Honours)  is  the  Scheme  of  the 
Deifts :  and  I  am  fure  I  need  not  tell  you,  that  it  is  a  direct 
Contradi6lion  to  the  holy  Scriptures ;  and  thefe  Deifts  not 
believing  one  word  in  thofe  facred  Pages,  no  Wonder  they 
talk  fo  wildly. 

It  was  the  want  of  Revelation  that  made  the  ancient 
Sages  grope  fo  in  the  dark,  and  have  fuch  flrange  Notions 

concerning 
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concerning  the  Origin  of  the  World,  of  Mankind,  and  of 
Government. 

The  Wifdom  (even)  of  Ariflotle  could  never  give  a  Solu- 
tion to  this  lingle  Oueftion  ;    Which  was  firfl,  the  Hen  or  the 

Egg  ?      If  he  faid The  Egg Then  how  came 

this  Egg  here,  unlefs  fome  Hen  laid  it? If  he  faid,  the 

Hen  loas  firfl. ^^x^w  from  whence  came  this  Hen  but 

from  fome  Egg  which  mufl  be  before  it  ? 

This  was  an  inextricable  Difficulty  with  Ariflotle.  But  a 
{lender  acquaintance  with  the  firfl  Chapter  of  Genefis  would 
have  informed  him,  that  as  God  made  the  firfl  Hen,  from 
which  all  of  the  fame  fpecies  have  been  derived ;  fo  he  like- 
wife  created  the  World  and  Mankind,  and  a6lually  inflituted 
a  particular  Form  of  Government,  giving  to  one  Man  the 
Dominion  over  the  World,  and  over  all  that  he  had  created 
in  it. 

The  God  of  Order  did  not  create  a  Number  of  People  all 
at  once,  without  Order  and  Government,  and  then  leave  them 
to  fcramble  for  Property  and  Dominion,  as  fome  Deiftical 
Republicans  would  have  us  believe,  contrary  to  the  exprefs 
Words  of  Scripture. 

And  to  fliew  that  I  do  not  abufe  them,  tho'  I  could  bring 
a  Multitude  of  Quotations  from  their  own  Writings;  (but 
that  I  may  not  take  up  too  much  of  your  Honours  time) 
I  fliall  only  produce  three  Lines  from  their  Veteran  Mer- 
cenary, their  Oracle,  Daniel  de  Foe,  who  certainly  knew  his 
own  Scheme.* 

To 

*  Daniel  de  Foe  was  a  contemporary,  the  number  of  his  publications  the  pro- 
who  was  born  in  1 661,  and  died  in  1 731.  lific  Dr.  Cotton  Mather.  Mr.  Walter 
He  was  a  voluminous  writer,  rivalling  in     Wilfon,  one  of  his  many  biographers, 

enumerates 
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To  be  as  free  as  Nature  firjl  made  Man, 
Eer  the  bafe  Laws  of  Servitude  began^ 
When  wild  in  Woods  the  noble  Savage  ran. 

This  is  their  wild  Notion  of  an  independent  State  of 
Nature. 

But  the  Vanity  and  Falfehood  of  this  brutal  Scheme  is 
detedled,  as  with  a  Sun-beam,  from  the  holy  Scriptures, 
from  the  firft  of  Genejis,  and  from  the  Book  of  J^ob,  where 
we  are  told  (according  to  one  Tranflation)  That  vain  man 
is  puff'd  up  with  pride,  and  thinks  himfe  If  free-born  like  a 
wild  afss  colt. 

Thefe  Men  wou'd  have  all  Mankind  fuch  Savages.  And 
they  are  fitly  called  Beafls,  who  range  themfelves  in  the 
natural  State  of  Beafts,  all  independent,  and  no  Government 
among  them. 

It  is  this  impious  and  brutal  Notion,  which  the  Argument 
in  this  Book  militates  againft  and  deflroys. 

Secondly^ 

enumerates  two  hundred  and  ten  titles.  "  That    Kings,    when    they    defcend    to 

He  was   the  author  of  eflays,   novels,  Tyranny, 

and  poetic  fatires,  in  fome  of  which  he  Diffolve  the  bond,  and  leave  the  subje6l 

appears   to   have    been   mifunderflood,  free." 

and  to  have  made  himfelf  obnoxious  It  was  this  theory  of  the  orio^in  of  the 
both  to  DilTenters  and  Churchmen,  power  of  the  magiftrate  that  Mr.  Check- 
Some  of  his  eflays  are  of  permanent  ley,  as  a  high  Tory,  difapproves. 
hiftorical  value.  Among  his  flories  or  The  "  three  lines  "  in  the  text  are  not 
novels,  his  Robin/on  Crufoe  may  be  by  De  Foe.  It  is  poffible  that  De  Foe 
faid  to  be  immortal.  It  was  firft  pub-  may  have  quoted  them  in  fome  of  his 
lifhed  in  17 19,  and  now,  after  more  numerous  publications,  and  have  thus 
than  a  hundred  and  forty  years,  it  would  appropriated  the  fentiment  as  his  own. 
be  difficult  to  find  a  young  man  or  a  I^ut  it  is  far  more  likely  that  Mr. 
young  woman,  who  reads  anything,  Checkley  cited  them  from  memory, 
who  has  not  read  the  enchanting  flory.  always  an  unfafe  and  dangerous  reli- 
De  Foe  wrote  feveral  political  eflays  ance.  They  were  written  by  John 
to  prove  that  all  power  in  government  Dryden,  and  will  be  found  in  his 
is  derived  from  the  people.  One  of  tragedy,  the  Conquejt  of  Granada, 
them  is  entitled  Vox  Populi,  Vox  Dei,  Part  I.  Aft  I.  So.  i. 
in  which  he  deduces  the  do6lrine, 
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Secondly y  The  word  People  is  an  indefinite  Term,  and 
the  Republicans  could  never  yet  agree  concerning  it's  true 
Meaning. 

That  great  Man  Mr.  Locke  expreflly  fays,  that  the  free 
Vote  of  every  individual,  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  the  ere6l- 
ing  of  Government,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  fays  that  it 
is  impojjible  to  be  had.  And  nothing  is  more  certain  than 
this,  that  no  Country  or  Nation  can  be  produced,  where 
every  one  of  the  People  hath  a  free  Vote  in  the  choice  of  their 
Rulers.  And  it  is  likewife  certain,  that  at  the  very  time 
when  the  Democracy  was  moft  in  vogue,  in  ancient  Greece 
and  Rome,  all  the  common  People  had  not  a  Vote  at  the 
Eledlion  of  their  Magiflrates. 

The  Athenian  Rabble  did  not  chufe  the  Demarchi; 

(Here  the  Chief  Judge  interrupted,  and  faid,  the  Court  can't 
fpend  their  time  in  hearing  you  talk  about  the  Greeks  and 
Romans.     It  is  nothing  to  your  Cafe) 

May  it  p leaf e  your  Honour. 

By  the  Statutes  of  Magna  Charta  chap.  29.  5  Edw.  III. 

chap.  9. and  23  Edw.  III.  chap.  5.     No  Man  ought 

to  be  condemned  without  Anfwer.  Cokes  4  Inflit.  2i^. 
And  my  Lord  Coke  fays  in  the  fame  place.  That  the  more 
high  and  abfolute  the  Jurifdicflion  of  the  Court  is,  the  more 
jufl  and  honourable  it  ought  to  be  in  the  Proceeding,  and 
to  give  Example  of  Juflice  to  inferiour  Courts. 

I  was  not  fuffered  to  defend  my  felf  in  the  Inferiour 
Court;  I  befeech  your  Honours  to  let  me  make  my 
Defence. 

(The  Chief  Juftice  faid,  well,  go  on.) 

I 
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I  fay  then,  that  the  Athenian  Rabble  did  not  chufe  the 
Demarchi  ; 

The  Ephori  of  Sparta  were  not  chofen  by  the  Spartan 
Mob; 

Nor  did  all  the  Roman  Plebeians  chufe  the  Roman 
Tribunes. 

This  wild  and  impracticable  (pretended)  Power  of  the 
People,  was  never  reduc'd  to  pra6lice  by  any  Nation,  or 
among  any  People.  And  it  is  only  againfl  this  rude,  con- 
fufed  Notion,  that  the  Argument  in  this  Book  is  Jevell'd. 

This  m,uch  for  this  licentious,  unlimited,  pretended  Power 
of  the  People  I 

And  as  for  the  pretended  Independent  State  of  Nature, 
I'm  fure  that  could  have  no  Exiftence  at  the  time  mentioned 
in  the  loth  of  Genefis ;  when  Nimrod  (\n  prophane  Hiftory 
called  Belus)  was  King  in  Babylon,  and  AfJiurhxxAi  Nineveh, 
the  Seat  of  the  Afjyrian  Monarchs ;  both  which  are  men- 
tioned in  that  Chapter. 

And  from  Nimrod  we  have  the  Names  of  all  the  Mon- 
archs, and  their  Succeffion,  to  the  End  of  the  Affyrian 
Monarchy. 

And  after  that  of  the  Medes  and  Perfians,  the  Greeks  and 
Roma7ts\  and  from  the  Divifion  of  the  Roman  Empire,  we 
have  the  Succeffion  to  the  prefent  Empire  of  Germany 
in  the  Weft,  and  the  Sultan  of  Conflantinople  in  the 
Eaft. 

A7id  in  all  this  TraH:  of  Time,  not  the  leaft  Crevice  to  let 
in  this  wild  independent  State. 

Thefe  are  publick  Matters  of  Fa61:  in  which  Mankind  can- 
not be  deceived.     Therefore  the  Argument  in   this  Book 

flands 
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flands  good  and  firm,  and  may  flill,  with  good  Reafons 
demand  of  the  Republicans,  at  what  yEra  of  tt^ne  they  will 
bring  in  their  Original  State  of  Nature ! 

And  I  have  the  fame  humble  AfTurance  that  I  had  before, 
that  your  Honours,  and  you  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  will  not 
think  this  Demand,  nor  the  Argument  againft  the  Power  of 
the  People,  as  I  have  explain'd  it,  any  Reflection  upon  His 
prefent  Majefty's  Title,  nor  fufficient  to  make  me  guilty,  nor 
this  Book  a  Libel. 

The  next  and  laft  Paffage  pretended  to  be  againfl  the 
Government  is  this,  p.  io8.  "  Was  there  ever  a  time  in  the 
"  World  when  all  Mankind  (all  but  the  Ufurpers !)  were  all 
"  afleep  ? 

This  Claufe  likewife  hath  nothing  in  it  againfl  the  Gov- 
ernment any  more  than  the  foregoing.  And  to  demonflrate 
that  it  has  not,  I  mufl  humbly  beg  leave  to  reprefent,  to 
your  Honours  and  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  it's  true 
and  gemiine  Meaniiig.  In  the  Procefs  of  which  Reprefen- 
tation,  I  fhall  be  obliged,  by  the  Nature  of  my  Defence,  to 
mention  the  AJfembly  of  Divines  at  We/iminfler,  and  other 
Great  Men  among  the  Diffenters ;  but  I  fhall  do  it  with  all 
due  deference  to  their  Chara6ters  ;  therefore,  I  befeech  your 
Honours  to  hear  me  patiently. 

This  Queflion,  What  think  ye  my  Friends  ?  Was  there 
ever  a  time  in  the  World  when  all  Mankind  (all  but  the 
Ufurpers !)  were  all  afleep,  is  only  an  ironical  Expofltclatio7i, 
with  thofe  who  affirm  the  Government  of  the  Church  by 
Bifhops  to  be  an  Ufurpation,  and  who  (with  Deifts)  deny 
the  U7iinterrupted  Succefjion  of  the  Gofpel  Miniflry. 

The  Book  argues  the  ImpoffibiHty  of  fuch  an  Order  of 

Men 
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Men  creeping  into  the  Church  all  at  once,  and  all  the  World 
over,  without  any  Body's  Notice  or  Knowledge !  And  the 
Book  is  further  proving  pofitively,  that,  in  Fad,  thefe 
Bifliops  have  always  been  in  the  Church  fince  it's  firfl;  Infli- 
tution,  and  proves  it  by  this  Medium,  viz.  The  Tejlimony 
of  an  uninterrupted  SucceJJion  of  Gofpel  Minifiers. 

And  fince  it  is  part  of  the  Charge  againft  me,  that  I  have 
ranked  fuch  with  Deifts  who  deny  the  Succeffion  of  the 
Priefthood ;  I  Ihall,  in  the  Profecution  of  this  Part  of  my 
Defence,  (to  fave  time)  anfwer  both  in  one. 

And  in  order  to  it  I  will  (with  your  Honours  leave) 
entreat  the  Affiftance  of  thofe  Presbyterian  Minijlers,  the 
Compilers  of  the  Divine  Right  of  Church  Government, 
approved  by  the  Wcfiminjler  Affembly,  who,  when  it  was 
objected  againft  them  by  the  Independents,  after  the  firft 
Edition  of  their  Book,  that  by  their  Principles,  an  uninter- 
rupted SucceJJion  of  ordained  Perfons  was  necejjary ;  which 
Succeffion  they  could  not  pretend  to,  unlefs  they  would 
juftify  the  Antichriftian  Ordinations  of  the  Church  of  Rome, 
&c.  they  added  an  Appendix  to  their  fecond  Edition, 
wherein  they  confidered  the  Obje6lion,  and  returned  an 
Anfwer  to  it  under  thefe  two  Heads;  \Ji,  That  the  Refor- 
mation was  begun  before  the  Council  of  Trent,  and  till  the 
Council  of  Trent,  the  Church  of  Rome  was  not  fo  corrupted, 
as  that  her  Ordinations  were  null.  The  Church  of  Rome 
could  as  validly  ordain  as  baptize,  and  who  did  ever  queftion 
the  Validity  of  her  Baptifms? 

2dly,  The  Englijli  Clergy  had  not  their  Ordinations  from 
Rome;  Chriftianity  was  very  early  [Anno  63  or  64)  in 
Great  Britain,  and  Church  Officers  were  then  ordained,  and 
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a  Succejjfion  of  valid  Ordinations  was  always  uninterruptedly 
continued. 

I  mufl  now  (with  your  Honours  Permiffion)  feek  for  fome 
Aid  from  The  Divine  Right  of  the  Gofpel  Miniflry,  written, 
at  leafl  authorized,  by  the  Provincial  Affembly  of  London, 
pubHfhed  in  the  year  1654,  which  fays,  that  Church  Power 
is  firft  feated  in  Chrifl,  the  Head,  and  from  him  committed 
to  the  Apoflles,  and  from  them  to  Church  Officers ;  and  they 
alone  who  have  received  it  from  the  Apofiles  can  derive 
and  tranfmit  it  to  other  Minifters.  All  Ordination  by 
the  People  is  Null  and  Void,  as  being  not  only  not 
grounded  on  Scripture,  but  againfl  Scripture. 

And  to  intrude  into  the  Minifterial  Office,  without  Ordi- 
nation, is  as  the  Sin  of  Korah  and  his  Company. 

The  fame  Provincial  Affembly  have  much  more  to  this 
Purpofe,  in  their  other  Treatife,  called.  The  Divine  Right 
of  the  Miniflry  of  England,  from  whence  (that  I  may  not 
tire  your  Honours)  I  fliall  quote  but  a  few  things.^ 

Chap.  '^-  page  44.  They  fay,  they  think  it  no  difparage- 
ment  to  their  Miniftry  to  fay,  they  received  it  from  Chrifl 
and  his  Apofiles,  and  from  the  Primitive  Churches,  through 
the  impure  and  corrupt  Channel  of  the  Church  of  Rome. 
And,/.  45.  "the  receiving  our  Ordination  from  Chrifl  and 

"  his 

s  The  following  is  the  title   of  this        This   quotation   is  from  the  Second 
book:      ''■Jus     Diviniim      Minijierii  Part,    pp.  44-45;     its   running-title  is, 
Evangelici,  or   the    Gofpel    Miniftry:  "The    Divine    Right   of  the    Miniftry 
Divided  into  two  Parts."     A  very  elab-  of    England."      This    book   was    pub- 
orate   and  comprehenfive  fub-title   fol-  liflied   during   the  period  of  the  Corn- 
lows.      "  Publiflied   by   the    Provincial  monwealth,  and   refers  to  the  Presby- 
Ailembly  of    London.     Printed  for  G.  terian  miniftry. 
Latham,  J.  Rothwell  S.  Geltihrand,  T. 
Underhill  and  J.  Cranford,  1654." 
VOL.  II.  —  4 
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"  his  Apoftles,  and  the  Primitive  Churches,  and  fo  all  along 
"  thro'  the  apoflate  Church  of  Rome,  is  fo  far  from  nullifying 
"  our  Miniftry,  or  difparaging  of  it,  that  it  is  a  great  ftrength- 
"  ening  of  it,  when  it  fliall  appear  to  all  the  World,  that  our 
"  Miniftry  is  derived  to  us  from  Chrijl  and  his  Apojlles,  by 
"Succeffion  of  a  Miniftry  continued  in  the  Church  for  1600 
"  Years,  and  that  we  have  a  Lineal  Succession 
^'from  the  Apojlles. 

Thus  far  the  Wejlminjler  AJJembly.  And  were  it  not 
intruding  too  far  upon  your  Honours  Patience,  I  would 
keep  company  with  my  Indidlment  [North  about)  to  that 
Part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  and  fhew,  that  (even) 
the  General  AJ/embly  of  Scotch  Presbyterians,  held  the  abfo- 
lute  Neceffity  of  an  uninterrupted  Succejfwn  from  the 
Apoflles ;  which  I  could  abundantly  prove ;  but  fhall  wave 
it,  and  clofe  this  Part  of  my  Defence,  with  the  Words  of 
that  Great  and  Learned  Man,  the  late  Mr.  Pemberton  in  his 
Difcourfe  of  Ordination/.  2.  "  It  is  not  to  be  difputed  that 
"  Chrift  has  appointed  a  fianding  Gofpel  Miniftry  in  his 
"  Church,  to  continue  to  the  Confummation  of  all  things. 

"  It  was  not  a  temporary  Conflitution,  but  a  (landing  Ordi- 
"  nance,  that  there  fliould  be  in  all  Ages  of  the  Church  an 
"  Order  of  Men  to  reprefent  his  Perfon,  publifli  his  Laws, 
"  exhibit  the  Promifes,  and  adminifler  Seals  and  Cenfures. 

"  This  feems  evident  to  a  Demonfiration,  from  the  Promife 
"  of  Chrift 's  Prefence  to  be  with  his  Minifters  to  the  End  of 
"  the  World,  Matth.  xxviii.  20. 
Thus  far  Mr.  Pemberton. 

And  I  firmly  believe  that  your  Honours,  and  moft  of  the 
Presbyterian  and  Congregational  Miniflers  in  this  Country, 

are 
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are  of  the  fame  Opinion  with  this  Great  Man.  Therefore  I 
fliall  fay  no  more  upon  this  Head. 

Believing  that  what  I  have  offered,  will  fully  convince 
your  Honours,  and  you  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  what  is  the 
true  Meaning  and  Defign  of  this  Claufe,  Was  there  ever  a 
time  in  the  World  when  all  Ma^ikind  [all  but  the  Ufurpers  /) 
were  all  ajleep ;  and  that  it  was  not  fpoken  concerning  Civil 
Government  at  all,  and  therefore  impoffible  to  be  any  Reflec- 
tion upon  His  prefent  Majefty's  Title  to  the  Crown  of  Eng- 
land: and  at  the  fame  time  demonflrate,  that  the  ranking 
of  fuch  Men,  who  deny  the  uninterrupted  Succeffion  of  the 
Prieflhood  under  the  Gofpel,  with  Deifls,  notwithftanding  it  is 
Part  of  the  Charge  againft  me,  that  yet  it  is  no  Crime\  even 
your  Honours,  the  late  Mr.  Pemberton,  the  General  Affembly 
of  Scotland,  and  the  Affembly  of  Diviiies  at  Weflminfier, 
being  my  Judges. 

With  your  Honours  Permiffion,  I  fliall  now  defcend  to 
another  Part  of  the  Charge  againfl  me,  and  of  another 
Nature ;  viz.  Of  fcandalizing  the  Minifters  of  the  Gofpel  by 
Law  eftablifJied  in  this  Province. 

And  I  doubt  not  but  that  1  fhall  fully  clear  my  felf  from 
this  Part  of  the  Charge  likewife. 

Wherefore,  in  order  to  my  Vindication,  I  fliall  endeavour 
fuccin6lly  to  prove  thefe  three  Propofitions. 

I/?,  That  no  A6fs  of  Affembly  in  this  Province,  either  by 
Right,  could,  or,  in  Fa6l,  have  eftablifhed  any  way  of  Wor- 
fliip  and  Miniftry,  whether  Presbyterian  or  Congregational ; 
fo  as  to  make  that  the  Eftablifhment,  and  the  Epifcopal 
Chtirches  to  be  Diffenters. 

2dly,  That  by  dijufl  and  true  Conflru6lion  of  the  Laws  of 

this 
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this  very  Province,  the  Church  of  England  is  eJlabliJJied 
here. 

T^dly,  That  by  the  Laws  of  England,  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, as  eftablifhed  in  England,  and  no  o t h  e  r,  is  pofi- 
tively  eftabli/Jied  in  all  his  Majefly's  Plantations. 

I  fhall  now  endeavour  to  prove  the  firft  Part  of  the  firfl 
Proportion,  viz.  That  no  Ads  of  this  Province,  by  Right, 
could  eflablifli  any  way  of  Worfliip  and  Miniftry,  fo  as  to 
make  that  the  EJlabliJIiment,  and  the  Epifcopal  Churches 
to  be  Dijfenters. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Honours :  As  the  Books  fay,  a  Law 
made  againft  the  Law  of  God  is  void ;  fo  the  Charter  to 
this  Province  from  whence  we  derive  our  Power  to  make 
A(5ls  and  Laws,  referves  and  expreffly  provides,  that  no  Afl 
Jhall  be  made  repugnant  to  the  Laws  of  England,  which 
therefore,  if  made,  would  be  ipfo  faHo  void. 

If  therefore  I  can  prove,  that  the  Church  of  England  is  by 
the  Laws  of  England  cflabliflied  in  the  Plantations,  and  n  o 
other;  then  the  eflablifJiing  any  other,  and  making 
the  Church  of  England  to  be  DiJJenters,  is  plainly  repugnant 
to  the  Laws  of  England,  and  confequently  inconfiftent  with 
and  againft  our  Charter,  and  therefore  void. 

As  to  the  fecond  Part  of  the  firft  Propofition viz. 

That  no  Laws  of  this   Province,  in  Fafl,  have  eflab- 

lifted  any  way  of  Worfliip  and  Miniftry,  fo  as  to  make 
that  the  EJlablif intent,  and  the  Epifcopal  Churches  to  be 
Dijfenters. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Honours,  and  you  Gentlemen  of  the 
Jury :  Had  thefe  A6ls  (for  Inflance)  confirmed  the  Plat- 
form, and  the  Miniftry  purfuant  to  that,  then  in  Fa6l  they 

had 
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had  (or  at  leaft  had  attempted  to  have)  ejlablijhed  another 
Way  and  Miniftry. 

But  thefe  Laws  make  ufe  only  of  general  Terms,  in  rela- 
tion to  any  way  of  Worfhip  and  Miniftry,  without  ever  men- 
tioning either  the  Presbyterian  or  Congregational  by  Name ; 
therefore  I  humbly  conceive,  that  neither  of  thefe  can  be  the 
Eftabli/hment,  to  the  Exclufion  of  the  Epif copal  Churches, 
and  fo  as  to  make  them  the  Dijfenters. 

I  fhall  now  endeavour  to  make  good  my  fecond  Propo- 
fition,  which  is  this.  That  by  2,jujl  and  true  Conftru6lion  of 
the  Laws  of  this  very  Province,  the  Church  of  England  is 
eJlabliJJied  here. 

And  in  order  to  it,  I  mult  afk  leave  of  your  Honours  to 
premife  a  few  things : 

ift.  That  where  the  A6ls  of  Affembly  make  ufe  of  any 
Words,  and  do  not  explain  what  they  mean  by  them,  I 
humbly  conceive,  that  fuch  Words  fhall  be  conflrued  accord- 
ing to  the  Laws  of  England. 

As  for  Inftance,  the  word  Libel  and  Defamation  in  the 
A61  about  Criminals.  The  Word,  Fee  Simple,  in  the  A6t 
for  Diftribution  of  Inheritances,  &c. 

idly,  Where  two  Expofitions  may  be  of  an  A(5l,  and  the 
one  is  agreeable  to  the  Laws  of  England,  and  the  other  con- 
trariant  or  repugnant  to  them  ;  I  moft  humbly  believe,  that 
your  Honours  will  take  it  in  the  firft  Senfe,  and  not  in  the 
latter. 

Now,  without  reciting  all  the  Laws  relating  to  Publick 
Worfliip  and  Miniftry,  which  would  take  up  too  much  time, 
tho'  I  have  them  all  ready,  if  your  Honours  fhall  think  it 
neceffary,  I  believe  it  will  be  fufiBcient  to  remark,  that  the 

Ads 
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A(5ls  of  Affembly  make  ufe  only  of  indefinite  Exprejjfions 
and  ge7ieral  Terms. 

For  Example,  in  the  4/^  and  ^th  of  William  and  Mary, 
the  A(5l  makes  mention  of  a  gathered  Church,  and  provides, 
that  the  Minifter  fhall  be  chofen  according  to  the  Direction 
given  in  the  Word  of  God ;  and  the  Laws  likewife  or- 
dain, that  each  Town  fliall  have  an  Orthodox  Minifter,  or 
Minifters. 

But  thefe  Adls  no  where  explain  what  thofe  Direilions  in 
the  Word  of  God  are,  nor  what  is  meant  by  an  Orthodox 
Minifter. 

So  that,  I  humbly  conceive,  Recourfe  mufl;  be  had  to  the 
Laws  of  England,  as  is  ufual  in  like  Cafes,  to  know  the  true 
and  undifguifed  meaning  of  thefe  general  Terms  and  indefi- 
nite Expreffions. 

And  I  am  fure  I  need  not  inform  your  Honours,  what  the 
Laws  of  England  mean  by  the  Words  Church  and  Orthodox 
Minifier. 

But  that  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury  (who  can't  be  fup- 
pofed  to  be  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  Laws  of  England) 
may  know  what  they  mean ;  I  moft  humbly  entreat  your 
Honours  Patience,  while  I  recite  Part  of  the  i^th  of  Eliz. 
Chap.  12.  which  was  defigned  to  fettle  Orthodoxy,  and 
declares  who  fliall  be  deemed  Orthodox  Miniflers. 
The  A61;  runs  thus, 

•'  That  the  Churches  of  the  Queen's  Majefty's  Dominions 
"may  be  ferved  with  Pallors  of  found  Religion:  Be  it 
"  enabled  by  the  Authority  of  the  prefent  Parliament,  That 
"  every  Perfon  under  the  Degree  of  a  Bifhop,  which  doth 
"  or  fhall  pretend  to  be  a  Prieft,  or  Minifter  of  God's  Holy 

"  Word 
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"  Word  and  Sacraments,  by  reafon  of  any  other  Form  of 
"  Inflitution,  Confecration,  or  Ordering,  than  the  Form  fet 
"  forth  by  Parhament,  in  the  Time  of  the  late  King  of  moft 
"worthy  Memory,  King  Edward  VI.  or  now  ufed  in  the 
•'  Reign  of  our  mofl  gracious  Sovereign  Lady,  ftiall  in  the 
"  Prefence  of  the  Bifhop,  &c.  declare  his  Affent,  and  fub- 
"  fcribe  to  all  the  Articles  of  Religion,  comprized  in  a  Book 
"  Imprinted,  Entituled,  Articles,  whereupon  it  was  agreed, 

Thefe  (May  it  pleafe  your  Honours)  are  the  Articles  of  the 
Church  0/  England)  "And  (fays  my  Lord  Chief  Juflice 
"  Coke)  the  Subfcription  hereby  required  is  to  three  Articles. 

"  The  ijl  is,  That  the  King's  Majefly,  under  God,  is  the 
"  only  fupream  Governour  of  the  Realm,  and  all  other  his 
"  Highnefs's  Dominions  and  Countries. 

"  idly,  That  the  Book  of  the  Common- Prayer,  and  of 
"  Ordering  of  Bifhops,  Priefls  and  Deacons,  containeth 
"  nothing  in  it  contrary  to  the  Word  of  God,  &c. 

"  2,dly,  That  he  alloweth  of  the  faid  XXXIX  Articles  of 
"  Religion,  and  acknowledgeth  them  to  be  agreeable  to  the 
"  Word  of  God. 

After  reciting  thefe  three  Articles,  my  Lord  Coke  goes  on 
—  "And  I  heard  Wray,  Chief  Juflice  in  the  King's  Bench 
""  Pafch.  23d  of  Eliz.  report;  That  where  one  Smith  fub- 
"  fcribed  to  the  faid  XXXIX  Articles  of  Religion,  with  this 
"  Addition,  (yfo  far  forth  as  the  fame  were  agreeable  to  the 
"  Word  of  God)  that  it  was  refolved  by  him,  and  all  the 
"  Judges  of  England,  that  the  Subfcription  was  not  according 
"to  the  Statute  of  the  i^th  of  Eliz.  becaufe  the  Statute  re- 
"  quires  an  abfolute  Subfcription,  and  this  Subfcription  made 

"it 
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"  it  conditional ;  and  that  this  A6t  was  made  for  avoiding 
"  Diverfity  of  Opinions,  ^c.  and  by  this  Addition  the  Party 
"  might,  by  his  own  private  Opinion,  take  fome  of  them  to 
"  be  againft  the  Word  of  God  ;  and  by  this  means  Diverfity 
"  of  Opinions  fliould  not  be  avoided,  which  was  the  Scope 
"  of  the  Statute ;  and  the  very  A(5l  it  felf,  made  touching- 
"  Subfcriptions,   hereby   of    none    Effe6t.      Coke  4.   Ijiftit. 

324- 

Now  (may  it  pleafe  your  Honours)  if  a  Perfon  (tho'  Epif- 

copally  ordained)  who  refufes  to  give  his  Affent  and  Confent 
to  thefe  three  Articles  abfolutely,  and  without  any  Con- 
dition or  Refervation,  fhall  not,  by  all  the  Judges  of  England^ 
be  deemed  Orthodox,  or  of  Sound  Religion ;  (which  is  one 
and  the  fame  thing)  much  lefs  (in  my  humble  Opinion) 
fhall  a  Diffenting  Teacher,  who  abfolutely  condemns  Sub- 
fcription,  and  imagines,  that  thofe  who  impofe  it,  have  not 
right  Opinions  of  Religion,  or  are  not  of  found  Religion,  or 
Orthodox:  I  fay,  fuch  a  Perfon  (certainly)  by  the  Laws  of 
England,  will  not  be  allowed  to  be  of  found  Religion  or 
Orthodox  ! 

Who  likewife,  in  the  Eye  of  the  Law  of  England,  is  mere 
laicus,  not  in  Holy  Orders,  but  a  mere  Lay-Man. 

Since  then  the  Laws  of  England  2\\o^  no  Minifler  to  be 
Orthodox,  but  he  who  is  Epifcopally  Ordained,  and  who  fub- 
fcribes  the  abovefaid  three  Articles,  which  is  a  Miiiifler  of 
the  Church  of  England. 

And  inafmuch  as  by  the  A6ls  of  Affembiy  of  this  Prov- 
ince, an  Orthodox  Miniflry  is  eflablifJted  in  every  Town  ; 

Therefore,  by  2.jufl  and  true  Conflrudlion  of  the  Laws  of 
this  very  Province,  (unlefs  they  are  repugnant  to  the  Laws 

of 
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of  England)  the  Minijiers  of  the  Church  of  England  are 
eftabliflied    here. 

I  beg  leave  to  remark  under  this  head,  that  our  prefent 
Governour  Col.  Shute,  in  his  Order  to  the  Magiftrates  of 
Bri/lol,  &c.  wherein  he  prohibits  their  taxing  the  Church-men 
towards  the  Maintenance  of  any  other  Miniflers,  of  any- 
other  Profeffion  than  Epifcopal,  calls  the  Church  of  England 
the  efiabliJJied  Church  here. 

And  the  late  Governour,  Col.  Dudley  (by  wife  Men, 
defervedly  acknowledged  the  wifeft  Man  that  ever  was  in 
this  Country)^  in  a  like  Order,  in  Favour  of  the  Church  at 
Newbury,  declares  the  Church  of  England  to  be  the  eflab- 
lifJied  Church;  and  fpeaking  of  their  Proceedings  for  fettling 
a  Church  there,  fays,  that  they  are  according  to  Law,  and 
that  they  ought  to  be  fuffered  to  go  peaceably  on  for  their 
good  Eflablifliment. 

May  it  p leaf e  your  Honours ; 

The  Opinion  of  this  great  and  wife  Man,  was  founded 
upon  his  exa6l  Knowledge  of  the  Laws  of  England ;  fome 

of 

6  This  was  Jofeph,  fon  of  Governor  ment;    and   under  his   Adminiftration, 

Thomas  Dudley,  born  in  Roxbury,  Sep-  (by  God   Almighty's   Bleffmg)  We  en- 

tember    23,    1647,   and    died  April   2,  joyed  great  quietnefs,  and  were  fafdy 

1720.     He  was  very  unpopular  in  many  fteer'd  thro'  a  long  and  difficult,  Indian 

of  his   relations,  but   commanded   the  and    French  War."      Vide  The  Bojlon 

approbation  of  "wife"  and  even  good  Neivs-Letter,  April  11,  1720. 
men   in   others.      After   his   death   the         Jofeph   Dudley  was  an  adherent  of 

News-Letter  indulged  in  the  following  Governor  Andros,  and  as  a  penalty  fuf- 

exuberant    eulogy  :    "  He  was    a   Man  fared  a  long  and  painful  imprifonment 

of  rare  Endowments  and    fhining  Ac-  in  Bofton.     Mr.  Checkley,  as  an  honefl 

complifliments,   a  fmgular    Honour   to  Englifh   Tory,  doubtlefs  approved   his 

his  Country,  and  in  many  Refpedls  the  courfe  ;  and  we  feem  to  fee,  as  we  often 

Glory  of  it :   He  was  early  its  Darling,  do,  between  the  lines,  a  tinge  of  humor 

always  its  Ornament,  and  in  his  Age  its  when   he    fays   he  was   defervedly  ac- 

Crown  :    The  Scholar,  the  Divine,  the  knowledged  by  wife  men  as  "  the  wifeft 

Philofopher  and  the  Lawyer  all  met  in  man  that  was  ever  in  this  country." 
him  :  He  was  vifibly  form'd  for  Govern- 
VOL.  II.  —  5 
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of  which  (by  your  Honours  Permiffion)  I  fhall  now  produce, 
in  Order  to  make  good  my  third  Propofition ;  viz. 

That  by  the  Laws  of  England,  the  Church  of  England, 
as  eJlabliJJied  in  England,  and  no  other,  is  pofitively 
eJlabliJJied  in  all  His  Majefly's  Plantations. 

May  it  p  leaf e  your  Honours,  and  you 
Gentlemen  of  the  Jury  ; 

The  Common  Law,  and  efpecially  Magna  Charta,  is 
allowed  to  be  the  Law  of  the  Plantations,  and  every 
EnglifJimans  Birth-Right.  And  by  that,  the  Holy  Church 
i.  e.  the  Church  of  England,  is  for  ever  inviolably  con- 
firmed. 

The  Church  reformed,  and  confirmed,  and  eflablifJied  by 
the  2d.  3d.  5th.  6th.  of  Edw.  VL  mentions  England,  Wales, 
Calais,  and  the  Marches  thereof,  and  other  the  Kings 
Dominions,  and  fays,  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Realm,  and 
other  his  Majeftys  Domi^iioiis. 

This  was  repeal'd  by  the  \fl.  of  Mary;  but  the  \fl.  of 
Elizabeth  took  off  that  Repeal;  and  mentions  again  the 
Realm  of  England,  Wales,  or  Marches  of  the  fame,  and  (or) 

other  the   Queens  Dominions ; and   in   the   Conclufion 

expreffly  inhibits  any  other  to  be  e/lablifiid  within  the  Realm, 
or  any  other  the  Queen  s  Dominio7ts  or  Countries. 

The  13th  of  Eliz.  which  declares  who  are  Orthodox  Min- 
ifters,  entitled  an  A€i  for  the  Minifters  of  the  Church  to  be 
oi  found  Religion,  —  and  provides,  That  the  Churches  of  the 
Queens  Majeflys  Domiiiions  may  be  ferved  with  found 
Mi^iifters,  8cc. qualified  as  in  the  A6i. 

Now,  (may  it  pleafe  your  Honours)  I  humbly  conceive, 
that   by  Kings  Dominions   muff   be   meant  not   only  the 

THEN 
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THEN  Dominions,  but  what  fhall  be  the  King's  Dominions 
at  all  times,  while  that  Law  remains  in  force. 

As  (for  Inftance)  A(fts  of  Trade  that  extend  to  the  Plan- 
tations, bind  new  or  acquired  Places,  added  to  the  Kings 
Dominions,  after fuch  Afis  were  made. 

And  the  12th  of  Charles  II.  which  was  made  after 
the  Settlement  of  thefe  Colonies,  confirms  thofe  former 
A6ts,  that  mention  the  King's  or  Queen's  Dominions  or 
Countries. 

But  above  all,  the  5th  of  Q.  Anne,  entituled.  An  A61  for 
fecuring  the  Church  of  England,  as  by  Law  efiablifJid,  re- 
inforces and  confirms   the    13th   of  Eliz.   and   the   12th   of 

Charles  II. and  provides.  That  the  King  fliall  fwear  to 

maintain  the  faid  Settlement,  {i.  e.  by  the  faid  A6ls,  which 
A61s  comprehend  the  Kings  Dominions  or  Countries^  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  the  Government  thereof,  as  by  Law 
eflablifltd  within  the  Kingdoms  of  England  and  Ireland, 
Dominion  of  Wales,  and  Town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  and 
the  Territories  thereunto  belonging. 

And  immediately  declares,  that  this  A61  fliall  be  held  a 
fundamental  and  effential  Part  of  any  Union  between  the 
two  Kingdoms. 

May  it  p leaf e  your  Honours ; 

By  all  the  foregoing  A6ts,  and  by  this  Ad  in  particular, 
it  appears,  that  the  Church  of  England,  as  eflablifJid  in 
England,  and  no  other,  is  eflablifJid  in  all  his  Majefly's 
Plantations. 

And  by  the  fame  A61;  it  appears,  that  to  eflablifJi  any 
OTHER,  would  be  a  Breach  of  the  Union  between  the 
two  Kingdoms. 

Therefore 
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Therefore  I  humbly  hope,  that  neither  your  Honours,  nor 
you  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  will  look  upon  this  Book,  as 
written  to  the  Scandal  of  the  Minijiers  of  the  Gofpel,  efiab- 

liflid  by  Law  in  this  Province ; for  it  is  a  Defence  of 

THEM  and  their  Sacred  Character. 

May  it  p leaf e  your  Honours  ; 

I  have  a  great  deal  more  to  fay  in  my  Defence ;  but  per- 
ceiving that  fo  much  time  is  already  lapfed,  I  fhall  omit  it, 
only  begging  leave  to  fay  fome  few  things  to  the  Jury. 

Gentlemen,  I  would  have  you  ferioufly  confider  what  you 
are  about. 

Remember  that  the  Book  indi6led  is.  The  Short  and  Eafy 
Method  with  the  Deists,  and  no  other;  a  Book  wrote  in 
Defence  of  Chrifiianity,  in  Defence  of  our  Holy  Faith, 
againft  the  blafpheming  Deifls. 

And  tho'  there  are  fome  Paffages  in  the  Indi6lment, 
which  are  fpoken  of  the  Congregational  ^nd  Presbyterian  Min- 
iflers  in  this  Country;  yet  I  would  have  you  confider,  that 
ihofe  Paffages  are  not  in  the  Book  indited,  but  in  another. 

But  granting  that  they  were  there,  I  befeech  you.  Gentle- 
men, to  refledl  with  yourfelves,  whether  thofe  gentle  Methods 
of  reafoning  and  perfwading,  and  thofe  tender  and  compaf 
fionate  Expoflulations  with  thofe  Gentlemen,  to  make  them 
ferioufly  confider  with  themfelves,  of  the  Validity  of  that 
Commiffion  by  which  they  adl;  : I  fay,  refle6l  (Gentle- 
men) whether  this  looks  like  Malice,  and  whether  it  fhould 
bring  upon  me  fuch  a  fevere  Profecution,  and  is  fufficient  to 
demonflrate  me  a  Criminal. 

I  would  have  you  confider,  that  I  have  fuffered  very  much 
already  on  account  of  my  Religion. 

May 
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May  it pleafe  your  Honours  ; 

I  fhall  now  conclude,  only  beg  leave  to  render  thanks  for 
the  Liberty  granted  to  me  {which  was  denyd  me  at  the 
Sejfwns)  of  making  fo  particular  a  Defence ;  and  if  in  the 
Profecution  of  it,  I  have  faid  any  thing  ungrateful  to  your 
Honours,  I  am  fure  you  will  forgive  me,  when  you  confider, 
that  the  nature  of  the  Charge  againfl  me  obliged  me  to  fuch 
a  manner  of  Defence. 

Wherefore,  without  any  further  Apology,  I  fliall  fubmit  it 
to  your  Honours,  and  to  you  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  with 
all  that  Humility  that  becomes  a  Chriftian.  Hoping,  nay 
being  well  affured,  that  you  will  not  find  me  guilty,  nor  this 
Book  a  Libel. 

The  yurys  Verdi6l. 

yohn  Checkley  \ 

adfea'        I 

Dom,  Reg.     ) 

THE  Jury  find  fpecially ;  viz.  If  the  Book  entituled, 
A  Short  and  Eafy  Method  with  the  Deists,  con- 
taining in  it  a  Difcourfe  concer^iing  Epifcopacy,  [pub- 
lijhed  and  many  of  them  fold  by  the  faid  Checkley)  be  a  falfe 
and  fcandalous  Libel ;  Then  we  find  the  faid  Chtc^ley  guilty 
of  all  and  every  Part  of  the  Indiflment  {excepting  that  fup- 
pofed  to  traduce  and  draw  into  difpute  the  undoubted  Right 
and  Title  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  King  George,  to  the  King- 
doms of  Great    Britain   and    Ireland,  and  the   Territories 

thereto  belonging) Bzit  if  the  faid  Book,  containing  a 

Difcourfe  concerning  Epifcopacy  as  aforefaid,  be  not  a  falfe 
and  fcandalous  Libel;   Then  we  find  him  not  guilty. 

Att'  Samuel  Tyley  Clerc. 
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HE  Indidlment  is  for  Publifliing  a  falfe  &  fcan- 
dalous  Libell  intitled  "  A  Short  and  eafy 
method  with  the  Deifts  wherein  the  Certainty 
of  the  Chriflian  ReHgion  is  demonffrated  by 
infallible  proof  from  four  Rules  which  are 
incompatible  to  any  Impoflure  that  ever  yet  has  been  or  can 
poffibly  be,"  in  which  are  Contained  Severall  Expreffions  in 

the  Indi6tment  recited. 

Thereupon 

''  This  plea  in  arreft  of  judgment  by  and  over  his  own  fignature.     For  the 

John  Read,  the  diftinguifhed  counfel  for  greater  facility  in  reading,  abbreviated 

Mr.  Checkley,  may  be  found  in  the  Suf-  words,  which  are  numerous,  have  been 

folk  court  files,  in  his  own  handwriting,  printed  in  full. 
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Thereupon  a  fpeciall  verdi61  is  found  viz  "  That  if  the  book 
intitled  A  fhort  and  eafy  Method  with  the  Deifts  Containing 
in  it  a  difcourfe  Concerning  Epifcopacy  (pubHflied  and 
many  of  them  fold  by  the  f^  Checkly)  be  a  falfe  and 
fcandalous  Libell,  then  they  find  the  P  Checkly  Guilty  of 
all  &  Every  part  of  the  Indidment  (Excepting  that  fup- 
pofed  to  traduce  &  draw  into  difpute  the  undoubted  Right 
&  title  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  King  George  to  the  King- 
dom of  Great  Brittain  and  Ireland  &  the  territories  thereto 
belonging)  but  if  the  f''  book  Containing  a  difcourfe  con- 
cerning Epifcopacy  as  aforefaid  be  not  a  falfe  and  fcan- 
dalous Libell,  then  they  find  him  not  Guilty. 

And  upon  the  whole  matter  I  am  humbly  of  Opinion 
that  the  defendant  ought  to  be  acquitted. 

But  before  I  enter  into  the  argument  I  would  premife 
that  the  defendant  tranfcribed  this  whole  volume  almoft  ver- 
batim from  M'  Lefly's  works  as  upon  a  Comparifon  on  the 
tryall  has  appeared  in  moft  of  the  places  Excepted  againft 
and  upon  a  more  thorough  Comparifon  would  more  fully 
appear,  and  therefore  purchafed  the  Liberty  of  printing  it 
in  Great  Brittain  from  a  Gentleman  that  had  the  privilege 
of  printing  M'  Lefly's  works,  for  a  valuable  Sum  of  money 
and  thought  he  might  have  had  the  liberty  fo  to  do  without 
the  Imputation  of  publifhing  a  Libell,  confidering  that  the 
partys  in  Religion  have  on  all  fides  ufed  as  much  freedom 
in  their  zeal  for  their  particular  Caufes,  and  that  M''  Lefly's 
works  have  had  a  Confiderable  reputation,  many  of  them  for 
wel  laboured  &  Ingenious  pieces.     But  to  the  argument. 

I.  The  Jury  have  not  found  him  guilty  of  publifhing  the 
book  mentioned  in  the  Indi6lment  for  they  find  if  the  book 

intitled, 
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intitled,  a  fhort  &  eafy  method  with  the  Deifts  Containing 
a  difcourfe  Concerning  Epifcopacy  publiflied  and  many  of 
them  fold  by  the  f'^  Checkly,  be  a  falfe  &  fcandalous  Libell 
then  they  find  the  f^  Checkly  Guilty  &c,  Wherein  is  two 
things  worthy  to  be  noted,  i.  They  dont  find  any  thing 
Concerning  the  book  in  the  Indic^lment  referred  to,  for 
there  is  a  great  &  manifeft  variance  between  the  title  of 
the  book  in  the  Indi6tment  and  the  title  of  the  book  in 
the  verdidl.  Whereas  if  they  had  meant  the  fame  book 
they  fhould  have  recited  the  title  verbatim.  2  Salk :  660. 
p.  7.  D.  Reg.  V.  D'  Drak'e  Information  for  that  the  defend- 
ant made  a  Libell  in  which  Libel  were  Contained  divers 
fcandalous  matters  Secundum  tenorem  fequent.  &  in  fetting 
forth  a  fentence  of  the  Libell  it  was  recited  with  the  word 
nor  inftead  of  not;  but  note  the  fenfe  was  not  altered  the 
defendant  pleaded  not  guilty,  &  it  appearing  upon  evi- 
dence, a  fpecial  verdi6l  was  found,  &  ^  Cur.  i.  Cujus 
quidem  tenor  Imports  a  true  Copy.  2.  This  was  not  a  tenor 
by  reafon  of  the  variance ;  no  man  would  fvvear  it  a  true 
Copy.  I  take  it  this  cafe  fully  makes  out  that  the  variance 
at  barr  muft  make  the  verdi6t  for  the  defendant ;  for  the 
Jury  have  pin'd  the  whole  verdi61:  &  Judgment  on  a  book 
of  fuch  a  title,  without  finding  any  one  paragraph  laid  in 
the  Indi6lment  &  if  they  have  milTed  the  title  that  no 
man  can  fwear  the  words  in  the  verdi6l  are  the  tenor  of 
the  title  in  the  Indi(?tment.  the  defendant  cannot  be  Guilty. 
And  if  it  be  faid  that  in  the  cafe  cited  the  variance  ap- 
peared upon  the  evidence,  I  anfwer  that  never  governed 
the  Court,  but  when  the  Jury  made  a  fpecial  verdi6l,  there- 
upon it  appeared  in  the  verdi6l  as  it  doth  in  the  Cafe  at 

barr; 
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barr;  for  the  verdi6l  is  all  the  Court  can  look  upon.  i. 
Shower's  Reports  539.  &  the  Court  muft  now  take  it  that  if 
there  be  any  Libel  tis  in  a  book  of  the  title  in  the  ver- 
di6l  and  not  of  that  in  the  indidlment,  &  fo  the  verdi6t 
is  for  the  Defendant  as  if  the  title  had  appeared  fo  upon 
the  evidence. 

2.  The  Jury  have  not  found  him  guilty  of  publifhing  any 
book  but  only  fay  if  the  book  intitled  &c.  Containing  &c. 
Publiflied  &c.  be  a  Libell  the  publication  is  not  a  matter 
certainly  found  upon  him,  but  only  put  Conditionally,  if  the 
book  publiflied  by  him  be  a  Libell,  what  book  is  it }  the 
book  containing  a  difcourfe  Concerning  Epifcopacy;  & 
what  book  is  that?  The  book  intitled  A  Short  &  Eafy 
Method  &:c.  No  furely  they  dont  mean  that ;  for  that  Con- 
tains but  very  little  of  al  that  is  recited  in  the  Iudi6lment 
then  it  muft  include  the  book  Intitled  &c,  &  Containing  &c. 
and  why  not  publiflied  &c.  all  thefe  particulars  fall  under 
the  Conditionall  particle  if,  and  there  is  no  exprefs  finding 
that  the  defendant  ever  publiflied  any  book,  and  therefore  no 
Judgment  can  be  againft  him,  for  what  is  found  by  the  Jury 
muft  be  pofitively  found,  or  elfe  no  Judgment  can  be  given 
upon  it.     I.  Shower's  Reports  539. 

3.  Suppofmg  that  the  verdidl  and  Indictment  were  agreed 
upon  the  fame  book,  &  the  Jury  had  found  that  the  defend- 
ant publiflied  the  book,  yet  they  doubt  whether  it  be  a 
Libell  or  not,  and  if  the  Jury  doubt,  the  Court  can  never 
refolve  it,  but  the  defendant  muft  be  acquitted,  for  the 
Indi6lment  in  fundry  places  alledgeth  that,  among  other 
things,  fuch  and  fuch  fcandalous  words  are  fpoken,  and 
perhaps  among  thofe  other  things  are  fuch  words  as  qualify 
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the  words  recited  and  make  them  no  ways  fcandalous,  the 
qualifying  words  are  purely  matter  of   evidence.      2   Sal- 

keld    417.       Indidment    for    Compofing   Several 

Libells  in  uno  quorum  Continetur  inter  alia  Juxta  tenorem 

fequent.  on  not  guilty,  the  Jury  found  the  defendant 

guilty.  In  arrefl  of  Judgment,  inter  alia  fliewed  there  was 
fomething  elfe  which  perhaps  might,  if  it  appeared,  qualify 
the  reft  Et  per  Cur.  non  allocutur ;  for  if  that  had  been 
the  Cafe,  the  Jury  could  not  have  found  the  defendant 
guilty ;  if  any  thing  qualify  that  which  is  fet  forth,  it  mufl 
be  given  in  evidence.  Now  if  there  be  ever  fo  many  qual- 
ifying words,  it  being  matter  of  evidence,  the  Court  cannot 
judge  of  it,  and  therefore  when  the  Jury  have  doubted, 
the  Court  can  never  refolve  it,  but  the  defendant  mufl  be 
acquitted. 

Again.  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Court  to  judge 
whether  the  meaning  and  intention  of  the  defendant  was  as 
is  alledged  againft  him,  that  he  wrote  fuch  paffages  con- 
cerning the  minifters  and  Congregations  &c.,  as  is  alledged, 
but  tis  purely  in  the  Cognifance  of  the  Jury.  2  Shower's 
Reports  411.  D.  Rex  v.  Roffewell.  The  defendant  was 
indided  for  high  treafon,  for  words  fpoken  in  a  fermon  at 
a  Conventicle  in  Surrey ;  was  convi6led  and  offered  in  flay 
of  Judgment  that  the  Indi6lment  was  for  Treafon  in  Com- 
paffrng  and  Imagining  the  King's  Death,  and  that  in  order 
to  perfe6l  and  accomplifli  his  f'^  wicked  and  treafonable 
intentions,  he  fpoke  thefe  words,  If  we  fland  to  our  prin- 
ciples we  flial  beat  our  enemys.  Innuendo  di^um  Dom.  Reg. 
[without  faying  that  he  fpoke  of  the  King],  We  have  had 
two  wicked  Kings  &c.  you  flock  to  the  King  under  pretence 

of 
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of  healing  the  evil,  but  tis  we  only  that  by  our  prayers  &c, 
and  the  Court  conceiving  fome  weight  in  the  obje6tion  did 

affign  him  Councill  viz   M'  Wallop  &  M"  Pollexfen 

Lord  Chief  Juftice "  If  you  had  laid  it  that  he  fpoke 

thefe  words  of  the  King,  and  you  had  proved  only  the 
words,  I  would  have  left  it  to  the  Jury,  if  they  believed  he 
fpoke  the  words  of  the  King."  Wherefore  the  meaning  of 
the  defendant,  who  he  fpoke  of,  is  a  matter  properly  cog- 
nifible  by  the  Jury,  and  if  they  doubt,  the  Court  cannot 
refolve  the  Doubt,  and  I  may  fairly  apply  here  what  Ser- 
jeant Maynard  faid  i.  Shower's  Reports  539.  "  If  the  Jury 
do  find  pofitively  the  matter  of  Argument  and  do  not  make 
the  conclulion  defadto,  the  Court  flial  reje6l  the  matter  of 

Argument  and  give  Judgment  to  the  contrary." In 

Cro.  Car.  f  549  Crifp  and  Pratt's  Cafe,  IlTue  being  Joined 
upon  a  fraud,  it  was  adjudged  then  that  tho,  there  be  never 
fo  many  Circumflances  of  a  fraud  found,  Unlefs  the  Jury 
find  it  to  be  a  fraud,  the  Court  flial  adjudge  it  to  be  none. 
I  compare  this  to  the  Cafe  at  Barr.  Jury  finds  Indi6lment 
for  a  Libell,  billa  vera,  but  whether  malicious  Ignoramus. 
Quafht.  I.  Leonards  287. 

4.  Upon  the  Infufficiency  of  the  Indi6lment  &  matters 
therein  Contained  the  defendant  ought  to  be  difcharged ; 
for  whereas  he  is  Indi6led  for  feverall  fcandalous  Expref- 
fions  all  clofing  with  an  Inuendo,  fuch  and  fuch  perfons 
and  things,  but  in  none  of  them  is  it  faid  that  he  wrote  fuch 
paffages  of  fuch  perfons  or  things,  that  there  is  not  fufficient 
certainty  of  the  perfons  fpoken  of,  but  only  by  the  Inuendos 
which  cannot  be  allowed  to  do  that  office ;  for  no  man  flial 
be  made  Guilty  of  any  thing  by  Innuendos.    vid.  2  Salkeld 

5131 


44     ^^^  Argument  of  Mr,  yohn  Read. 

513,  4  Coke  17.  a.  b.  D'  Sauhererills' ^  tryal  in  folio  p.  128. 
Judgment  of  the  Court  in  Welland  and  Sweetfer's  Cafe  lafl 
May  2  Showers  Reports  401.  the  argument.  This  argu- 
ment and  thefe  Authoritys,  I  think,  may  be  preffed  with  a 
great  deal  of  Reafon,  though  I  would  by  no  means  juflify 
any  harfh  cenfures  of  thofe  of  the  Congregational  or  pres- 
byterian  perfuafion  ;  for  I  honor  their  perfons  and  Reve- 
rence their  Miniftry.  Yet  when  the  Cafe  as  this  at  barr 
itands  upon  Innuendos,  I  look  upon  it  dangerous  to  admit 
fuch  power  in  an  Inuendo  as  to  make  crimes  and  fcandalls 
of  fuch  matters  as  are  not  fo  without  an  Innuendo ;  for  this 
is  to  make  cruel  and  dangerous  Engines  for  the  punilliment 
of  the  Innocent;  for  no  man  can  be  fo  innocent  as  to  ftand 
before  an  Innuendo,  Therefore  for  the  Example  of  it,  I  pray 
your  honors  Confideration  of  it,  and  upon  the  whole  matter 
the  Defendant  prays  that  he  may  be  acquitted  of  the  Indi(5l- 
ment  aforefaid. 

]l  Read  f  Def^ 
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8  The  orthography  of    this  name    is  tion  of  the  trial,  in  1 710.     On  page  128, 

incorrect.     The  reference  is  to  the  eel-  as  given  in  the  text,  in  the  fifth  day's 

ebrated   trial   of  the    Rev.    Dr.   Henry  proceedings,  the  fubje6l  of  innuendo  is 

Sacheverell.     It  was   pubhfhed  by  au-  treated, 
thority,  in  folio,  foon  after  the  comple- 


A  PLEA  IN  ARREST  OF  JUDGMENT  BY  MR. 
JOHN  CHECKLEY,  BEFORE  THE  SUPREME 
COURT  IN   BOSTON,  NOVEMBER,   1724. 


May  it  pleafe  your  Honours  \ 

NOtwithftanding  that  I  have  been  heard  fo  fully  by  my 
Counfel,  in  Arreft  of  Judgment;  I  muft  yet  beg  leave 
of  your  Honours,  to  fay  fomething  further  myfelf  on 
the  fame  Plea,  why  judgment  ought  to  be  Arrejied. 
May  it  pleafe  your  Honours  ; 
Upon  my  Trial  at  the  Seffions,  it  was  often  declar'd  from 
the  Bench,  that  they  would  not  have  me  fuppofe,  that  I  was 
to  be  tryed  for  writing  any  thing  in   the  defence  of  the 
Church  of  England  and  of  Epifcopacy ;  againft  the  Presby- 
terian  or   Congregational  Minifters  in  this   Country: 

N  o,   by  no   means !  for   the  Miniflers  were  able  to  defend 
themfelves. 

And  to  demonflrate  to  your  Honours  that  their  Worfhips 
defigned  to  amend  the  Indidment  in  that  Particular,  they 

ordered 
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ordered  the  Attorney-General  to  infift  upon  thofe  three 
Claufes  only  (pretended  to  be)  againft  the  Government. 

The  Jury  found  me  guilty  of  imagi7img  and  contriving^  by 
the  Subtilty  of  Arguments^  to  traduce  the  Title  of  His  prefent 
Majefly. 

(For  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  they  found  me  guilty  of 
any  thing  elfe^  fince  that  and  that  only,  by  Order  of  the  Wor- 
fhipful  Bench,  was  all  the  Charge  again/I  me.) 

And  an  heavy  Judgment  was  thereupon  given.  From 
which  Judgment  I  appealed  to  this  Honourable  Court;  and 
after  a  full  and  fair  Hearing,  have  been  acquitted  abfolutely  by 
a  Verdi(5l  of  Twelve  Men,  from  being  guilty  of  traducing  and 
drawing  into  difpute,  the  undoubted  Right  and  Title  of  our 
Sovereign  Lord  King  George,  to  the  Kingdoms  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  aiid  the  Territories  thereto  belonging. 

This  was  the  Charge  againft  me ;  and  of  this  and  this  only, 
was  I  found  guilty  in  the  lower  Court. 

But  the  Verdi6l  of  the  Jury  in  this  Honourable  Court, 
is  an  abfolute  Reverfion  of  the  Jury's  Verdid:  before  the 
Seffwns. 

Wherefore  I  humbly  hope,  that  this  alone  (if  there  were 
nothing  elfe)  will  be  thought  fufhcient,  why  Judgment 
Ihould  not  be  given  againft  me. 

For,  with  all  due  Submiffion,  I  cannot  yet  believe,  that 
your  Honours,  in  your  luperiour  Wifdom,  will  ever  give  the 
leaft  Occafion  for  the  World  to  fay,  that  the  very  formal 
Reafon  of  my  Condemnation,  was  my  publifliing  a  Book 
entituled,  "  A  Short  and  Eafy  Method  with  the  Deifls, 
"  wherein  the  Certainty  of  the  Chriftian  Religion  is  demon- 
"  flrated   by   infallible    Proof   from    four    Rules,  which    are 

"  incompatible 
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"  incompatible  to  any  Impoflure  that  ever  yet  has  been,  or 
"  can  poffibly  be. 

To  which  was  added  another,  in  Defence  of  the  facred 
and  venerable  Order  of  Bifliops,  and  in  Defence  of  the 
Church  of  England,  in  whofe  faluiary  Communion  (by  the 
Grace  of  God)  I purpofe  to  live  and  die. 

Nor  can  I  poffibly  imagine,  that  this  Honourable  Court 
will  give  the  leaft  Umbrage  to  People  for  their  fuppofmg, 
that  your  Honours  think  the  Juftices  at  the  Seffions,  did  not 
put  my  Trial  upon  a  right  Footing;  or,  that  their  Worfliips 
fpoke  unadvifedly,  when  they  faid  The  Minijiers  can  defend 
themf elves  ! 

There  are  likewife  other  things  which,  in  my  humble 
Opinion,  are  worthy  of  the  Notice  of  this  Honourable 
Court,  before  Judgment  is  given  againfl  me. 

The  Jury  have  brought  in  a  fpecial  Verdict,  and  have  not 
declared  the  Book  a  Libel,  that  being  left  with  your  Honours 
whether  you  will  adjudge  it  fo  or  not. 

And  that  the  Book  may  not  be  condemned  as  a  Libel,  I 
humbly  beg  leave  to  remark  thefe  few  things  for  your 
Honours  Confideration. 

It's  a  rul'd  Cafe  in  my  Lord  Cokes  4  Injlit.  235.  b.  That  it 
one  fhall  fay  of  a  Merchant,  That  he  is  a  Bankrupt,  or 
would  be  a  Bankrupt  within  two  Days ;  the  Words  contain 
matter  of  a  Libel,  and  are  afiionable. But  I  humbly  con- 
ceive, that  if  the  Merchant,  of  whom  the  Words  were  fpoken, 
was  a6tually  declared  a  Bankrupt  by  the  Laws  of  the  Land, 
at  the  Time  when  the  Words  were  fpoken ;  the  Words 
wou'd  not  contain  in  them  the  matter  of  a  Libel,  refpe(5ling 
that  Man,  and  confequently  not  actionable. 

The 
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The  ufe  I  would  make  of  it  is  this. 

The  Book,  now  under  the  Confideration  of  the  Honour- 
able Bench,  contains  in  it  Arguments  for  Epifcopacy,  all  of 
them   laid    down,  from    the    Beginning  to   the  End,   in    a 

Hypothetic  Manner,  thus,  If  Jefus  Chrijl  inftituted 

Bifhops,  and  gave  to  them  alone  the  Power  of  fending  others, 
then  thofe  who  pretend  to  have  Chrifl's  Commiffion,  and  have 
not  received  it,  either  immediately  from  Chrifl,  or  immedi- 
ately from  thefe  Bifliops,  cannot  be  the  Minifters  of  Chrifl 
according:  to  Chrifl's  Inftitution. 

And  further,  that  if  any  Perfon  fliall  caufelefjly  feparate 
from  any  found  Part  of  the  Catholick  Church,  he  is  a  Schif- 
matic,  and  Excommunicate,  by  voluntarily  cutting  himfelf  off 
from  the  Body  of  Chrift. 

Now  if  any  one  fliall  make  the  Affumption,  and  fay,  thefe 
are  the  Presbyterian  and  the  Congregational  Minifters,  &Q,. 
and  their  refpe6live  Congregations  under  them. 

Yet,  (may  it  pleafe  your  Honours)  granting  it  to  be  fo ; 
I  humbly  conceive,  that  the  faying,  concerning  the  DilTent- 
ing  Minifters,  and  their  Congregations,  that  they  are  no 
Mini/lers,  and  that  they  are  Schifmatics  and  Excommuni- 
cates (fuppofmg  that  thefe  Speeches  were  abfolute  and  not 
conditiojial) ;  yet,  I  fay,  I  humbly  hope,  that  this  would  not 
be  a6lionable,  nor,  refpe(5ling  the  Diffenters,  matter  of  a 
Libel.     Why  ? 

Becaufe,  the  Dijfenters  of  all  Denominations,  are  declared 
to  be  Schifmatics  and  Excommunicates  by  the  Laws  of  the 
Land. 

And  in  order  to  make  this  appear,  I  beg  leave  to  recite 
the  4,  5,  6,  7,  9,  10,  II,  and   12th  Canons  of  the  Church  of 

England 
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England  publlfhed   by  his    Majefly's  Authority  under  the 
Great  Seal  of  England,  and  now  re-printed  this  very  Year  by 
the  King's  Printer,  by  order  of  his  Grace  the  Archbifliop  of 
Canterbury.  *********  \after  reading  the  Canons. 
May  it p leaf e  your  Honours  ; 

There  are  no  Expreffions  in  the  Book  at  Bar,  tantamount 
to  thefe  Cenfures  of  the  DifTenters,  in  the  Canons  jufl  now 
recited. 

And  I  fhall  humbly  leave  it  with  your  Honours,  if  it  may 
not  be  worth  your  Conjideration,  whether  the  condemning 
this  Book,  will  not  be  a  Declaration,  that  the  Church  pafTed 
thefe  Cenfures  againfl  the  Diffenters  clave  errante  ? 

But  be  that  as  it  will,  the  Diffenters  are  afifirm'd  to  be  no 
Miniflers,  to  be  Schifmatics,  and  excommunicate  by  the 
Canons  of  the  Church  of  England,  which  are  part  of  the 
Law  of  the  Land;  and  therefore,  to  fay  the  fame  things 
of  them,  I  humbly  ho^Q,  fhall  not  be  deemed  a  Libel? 


^  The  reader  will  obferve  that  Mr- 
Checkley,  while  in  England  in  1727, 
applied  for  Holy  Orders,  but  his  appli- 
cation was  refufed  on  account  of  rep- 
refentations  made  to  the  Bifhop  of 
London  by  the  Rev.  John  Barnard  and 
the  Rev.  Edward  Holyoke,  that,  among 
other  things,  he  was  "  a  non-juror  to 
the  Britifh  government."  Vide  antea, 
pp.  95-99.  This  argument  had  not  then 
been  publiflied.  Had  Mr.  Checkley 
been  able  to  lay  the  ftatement  contained 


in  this  fpeech  before  the  Bifhop  of  Lon- 
don and  the  Society  for  the  Propaga- 
tion of  the  Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts, 
there  can  hardly  be  a  doubt  that  he 
would  have  received  at  that  time  the 
orders  he  fought.  One  objeft  of  its 
publication  as  foon  as  prafticable  after 
this  unfuccefsful  application  was  prob- 
ably to  make  known  fully  to  the  Bifhop 
of  London  and  to  the  Venerable  Soci- 
ety his  loyalty  and  attachment  to  the 
Church  and  Government  of  England. 
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THE    SENTENCE   OF  COURT. 


Suffolk,  Jf.     At  a  Court  of  Assise,  &c. 

Nov.  27.  1724. 

Checkley  ^ 

adfecft'      V  /"  I  \HE  Court    having   maturely 

Dom.  Reg.  J  JL  advifed  on  this  fpecial  Verdifl, 

are  of  Opinion  that  the  /aid  John  Checkley  is  guilty 
of  publifJiing  and  felling  of  a  falfe  and  fcandalous  Libel. 
Ifs  therefore  confidered  by  the  Court,  That  the  faid  John 
Checkley  fJiall pay  a  Fine  of  Fifty  Pounds  to  the  King, 
and  enter  into  Recog7tizance  in  the  Sum  of  One  Hundred 
Pounds,  with  two  Sureties  in  the  Sum  of  Fifty  Pounds  each, 
for  his  good  Behaviour  for  fix  Months,  and  alfo  pay  Cofls 
of  Profecution,  flanding  committed  until  this  Sentence  be 
performed. 

Att'  Samuel  Tyley  Clerc. 
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Of  a  Book  lately  re-printed  at  Bojlon, 
ENTITULED, 

A  MODEST  PROOF 

OF     THE 

Order  and   Government 

Settled  by  Chrift  and  his  Apofiles 
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CHURCH 

I  N    A 

REPLY 

To  a  BOOK  entituled, 

Sober  Remarks  on  the  Modeji  Proofs  &c. 
In   a   Letter   to   a   Friend. 


Num.  1 6.  lo. Andjeekye  the  Prieft hood  aljo. 


BOSTON:    Printed  by   T.  Fleet,  ij 24., 


Defence,  &c. 


I  HAVE  read  the  Soder  Remarks  on  the  Modejl  Proofs 
&:c.  whereon  you  afk  my  Opinion :  And  fince  all  your 
defires  have  with  me  the  force  of  Commands,  I  now 
tranfmit  to  you  my  Thoughts  and  Obfervations  on  that 
Performance. 

IF  that  Author  took  the  Title  for  his  Text,  I  find  him 
following  a  Method  too  common,  in  leaving  it  as  foon  as 
mentioned,  and  all  along  keeping  at  a  Diflance  from  it  far 
and  wide ;  and  that  therefore  the  Adje6live  is  by  no  means 
applicable  to  the  Animadverfions. 

HE  was  doubtlefs  in  this  mifled  by  a  vulgar  Error,  which 
often  runs  through  the  Condu6l  of  Humane  Life,  the  not 
obferving  the  Diftincflion  founded  in  Religion,  [2  Cor.  7.  i.] 
between  Sins  of  the  Flefh,  and  Sins  of  the  Spirit ;  in  fuch 
as  do  not  confider,  that  Envy  and  Malice,  Heretical  Opin- 
ions and  Inclinations,  for  Schiffn  and  Sedition^  are  as  heinous 
Provocations  in  the  fight  of  Heaven,  as  the  fruition  of  the 

forbidden 
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forbidden  Pleafures  of  the  Animal  Life.  Hence  fome  with 
a  feeming  Solemnity  worlliip  God  at  Meeting,  but  Mammon 
in  the  Heart  and  Clofet ;  abhor  Idols,  yet  love  Sacrilege ; 
forbear  Swearing,  but  ftrongly  incline  to  Lie  and  Over- 
reach ;  and  obferve  the  Salurday  Evening  with  a  Jewifli 
nicety,  and  on  the  fucceeding,  fall  into  all  the  Works  of  the 
Gentiles,  that  can  be  contained  within  the  Veil  of  Hypocrify. 

THIS  Obfervation  might  be  run  through  every  Precept  of 
the  Second  Table,  tho'  I  fhall  for  my  Purpofe  only  inftance  in 
that  which  relates  to  Riot  and  Excefs ;  where  we  may  take 
Notice,  that  befides  drinking  to  a  Debauch,  there  is  another 
kind  of  Intemperance  flowing  from  the  bilious  Ferment  of 
the  Paffions,  and  the  fumes  of  Enthujiafm  and  a  heated 
Fancy. 

HAD  the  Author  of  the  Remarks  duly  obferved  this,  he 
could  never  have  prefixed  fo  improper  an  Epithet  as  that  of 
Sober  unto  them.  I  don't  indeed  know  that  he  is  a  Fudler 
in  the  grolTer  Meaning  of  the  Word,  yet  I  think  there  is  no 
proportion  in  Euclid  more  demonftrable,  than  that  the  Guilt 
of  Intemperance  taken  in  the  laft  Senfe  is  chargeable  upon 
him.  And  to  fhow  you  that  all  the  Symptoms  and  Difor- 
ders  of  that  Vice  are  applicable  to  him,  and  that  by 
Confequence  his  Remarks  could  not  be  Sober  ones,  I  fliall 
reprefent  him  unto  you,  as  appearing  really  to  be  under  all 
the  Signatures  of  the  Crime  of  Intemperance. 

WE  may  difcern  a  Perfon  to  be  under  this  Diforder  by 
thefe  Marks  and  Signs. 

Firft,  THAT  his  Head  is  full  of  delirious  Vijions  and 
Delujions  imagining  chimerical  Exijlences. 

Secondly,  THAT  he  is  fo  tenacious  of  his  Opinions,  that 

he 
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he  is  full  Proof  againfl  Convidlion  by  the  cleareft  Evidence, 
but  thinks  himfelf  privileged  to  affirm  or  deny  at  his  pleaf- 
ure,  without  any  other  Satisfa6lion  than  his  Word. 

Thirdly,  THAT  he  is  very  inconfiflent  in  his  Talk,  and 
apt  to  contradi6l  himfelf,  as  well  as  others. 

Fourthly,  THAT  he  is  foon  angry,  and  often  very  quar- 
relfome,  even  without  Provocation. 
And, 

NOW  if  thefe  Spots  are  remarkably  difcernable,  in  the 
Remarkers  Countenance,  I  hope  it  will  be  granted,  that 
thofe  Remarks  will  not  be  allowed  the  Performance  of  a 
Perfon  under  a  fober  Character :  And  that  they  evidently 
appear  in  him,  will  be  clear  and  manifeft  by  obferving, 

Firfl,  THAT  his  Head  feems  giddily  to  fwim  (as  if  there 
was  a  Vortex  in  his  Brain)  with  delirious  Vifions  and  delu- 
five  Phantoms,  his  Fancy  reprefenting  to  him  Images  that 
are  meer  Chimeras,  which  never  had  nor  ever  could  have 
any  real  Exiflence  ;  thus  by  a  fudden  Whirl,  Saints  and 
Sinners  inflantly  change  Places  in  his  vertiginous  Imagina- 
tion, and  by  the  nimble  Powers  of  Transformation,  Epipha- 
nius,  by  his  own  Confeffion  a  worthy  good  Man,  is  changed 
into  an  Heretick,  and  Aerius  the  Heretick  in  the  Opinion 
of  the  Ancients,  becomes  an  Orthodox  Divine. 

THUS  the  Vifionary  paints  on  his  Fancy,  Cardinal 
Wol/ey,  Arch-Bifhop  Cranmer,  and  Superintendant  Spotf- 
wood,  in  a  Geneva  Drefs,  holding  forth  to  Independant  Con- 
gregations :  For  this  is  the  certain  Confequence  of  his 
affirming,  that  both  Papijls  and  Protejlants  were  againfl 
Epifcopacy  at  the  Reformation ;  whereas  it  is  undifputable 
Fa6l,  that  this  was  the  Government  of  the  Church  in  Eng- 
land, 
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land,  fince  the  planting  of  Chriftianity  in  it  to  this  very  Day, 
excepting  the  Anarchy  from  1641,  to  1660.  and  that  the 
Church  was  reformed  by  BiJJiops,  who  afterwards  became 
Martyrs  under  their  Epifcopal  Charafiers ;  who  mufl  in  the 
Remarkers  Judgment  been  Fools,  or  Knaves,  or  both,  to 
have  praftifed  even  unto  Death,  fo  contrary  to  the  Prin- 
ciples he  dreams  they  had. 

AND  as  for  Scotland,  there  is  nothing  clearer  in  Hiflory, 
than  that  the  Church  at  and  after  the  Reformation  there, 
was  governed  by  Superintendants,  whofe  office  was  fo  far 
from  being  an  Anti-prelatical  Creation,  as  the  Remarker 
fondly  imagines,  that  it  differed  in  nothing  from  Epifcopacy 
but  the  Name;  and  it  is  not  to  be  difputed,  but  that  the 
Reformation  not  only  in  Britain,  but  in  all  Monarchical 
Governments,  was  carried  on  by  Prcslates ;  as  in  Denmark 
and  Sweden,  and  indeed  every  where,  fave  in  a  few  Repub- 
lican States,  fuch  as  Holland  and  Geneva,  where  their 
Church-Government  was  framed  to  their  Plebean  Schemes. 
No  Man  whofe  Head  was  not  ftrangely  turned,  would  im- 
agine the  Fathers  on  the  Remarker  ?>  Side,  who  all  with  one 
Breath  condemn  his  Opinions.  Tho'  with  equal  Manners 
and  Affurance  that  he  provokes  unto  their  Judgment,  he 
difpifes  it,  and  contemns  the  Authority  of  Antiquity,  for 
this  very  good  Reafon,  becaufe  it  teftifies  againft  him.  In 
fine,  who  but  a  filly  Dreamer  could  have  feigned  himfelf  an 
Apojlle,  or  rather  fome  body  of  a  fuperiour  Chara(5ler,  in 
giving  and  taking  away  Commiffions  at  his  pleafure,  and 
which  have  no  Foundation  but  in  Fancy,  to  be  fure  not  in 
the  /acred  Pages.  It  is  with  difficulty  that  he  will  allow 
Stephen  to  be  a  Preacher,  tho'  I  think  we  have  a  good  long 

Sermon 
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Sermon  of  his  Afis  7.  But  as  to  Philip,  the  Inflance  is  fo 
flagrant  of  his  preaching  and  baptizing,  that  there  was  no 
other  way  to  condemn  the  Epifcopal  Deacon  following  that 
Pra6lice,  than  by  framing  a  new  Commiffion  for  Philip : 
For  he  would  not  allow  the  Powers  for  his  Practice  were 
contained  in  his  Diaconate\  however  we  call  upon  him  and 
his  Brethren  for  a  fight  of  an  authentick  Copy  of  that  Com- 
miffion upon  Divine  Record,  which  becaufe  we  are  fure  they 
can't  produce,  we  can't  but  firmly  adhere  to  our  Opinion, 
that  the  fecond  Commiffion  is  an  imaginary  Fiction.  And 
fince  fo  good  Men  would  not  be  found  in  thefe  Miniflerial 
Fun6tions  without  a  Miffwn,  we  muft  conclude  that  they 
difcharged  them  in  the  virtue  of  that  which  they  received,  at 
the  impofition  of  the  Apojlles  Hands,  A^s  6.  6.  But  this 
will  be  anon  more  fully  confidered ;  this  Inftance  with  the 
foregoing  being  only  here  adduced,  to  difcover  the  Difor- 
ders  the  Remarker  was  under,  having  his  Head  full  of  delir- 
eous  Vijions  and  Delujions,  imagining  chimerical  Exi/lences, 
and  therefore  could  not  with  any  Truth  or  Honefly  prefix 
the  Epithet  of  Sober  to  his  Remarks.  Nor  could  he,  if  we 
confider 

Secondly,  THAT  he  is  fo  tenacious  of  his  Opinions,  that 
he  is  full  Proof  againft  Conviction  by  the  cleareft  Evidence, 
but  thinks  himfelf  priviledged  to  affirm  or  deny  at  his  pleaf- 
ure,  without  any  other  Satisfadion  than  his  Word. 

To  prove  this  Charge  upon  him,  I  fliall  make  it  appear, 
that  he  has  without  any  Ground  denied  the  Diflinftion  of 
the  three  Orders  of  New  Tejlament  Miniflers,  with  their 
proper  Fun61ions  and  Adminiflrations,  as  retained  in  the 
Church  of  England)  and  without  any  Proof  introduced  Offi- 
cers 
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cers  and  Oflfices  into  the  Go/pel  Minijlry,  not  founded  in 
Scripture,  and  Strangers  to  the  Church  of  Chri/i,  in  its  befl; 
and  purefl  Times.  Now  for  the  evincing  of  this  Charge, 
wherein  lies  the  Merits  of  the  Caufe,  and  whereon  the  Hinge 
of  the  whole  Controverfy  turns,  I  fhall  proceed  gradually, 
and  make  it  good  in  every  one  of  thofe  Orders. 

FIRST  then,  to  begin  with  the  loweft,  that  of  Deacons, 
we  mufl  conlider  that  Office  in  the  Reafon  of  its  Inffitution, 
and  the  Exercife  of  it ;  it's  plain  they  were  appointed  to 
take  fome  Charge  and  Care  from  off  the  Apojiles  in  the 
lower  Offices  of  the  Miniftry,  as  their  Name  imports,  part 
whereof  was  to  diflribute  the  Elements  at  the  Celebration  of 
the  Lord's  Supper,  as  well  as  to  fupervife  the  Churches 
Trea/ury,  and  fupply  the  Poor ;  but  thefe  Services  do  not 
feem  to  include  all  that  was  implied  in  their  defignation  to 
this  Office,  and  that  for  thefe  two  Reafons:  Firft.  For  thefe 
only  there  feems  no  neceffity  for  fo  great  a  Solemnity  as  an 
Ordination  by  the  Apojlolick  Hands.  And  fecondly,  Becaufe 
we  find  fome  of  them  a6tually  employed  in  more  facred 
Fun6lions,  for  which  they  doubtlefs  then  received  their 
Power  and  Orders.  For  we  don't  find  they  received  any 
for  thofe  facred  Miniflrations  at  any  other  Time  :  Now  lince 
they  could  not  preach  without  being  fent,  and  that  it  don't 
appear  they  were  fent  at  any  Time  but  this  we  are  upon,  it 
muft  be  granted,  that  either  they  now  received  their  Powers 
for  the  minifterial  Fun6lions  of  Preaching  and  Baptizing,  or 
that  they  a61;ed  without  any,  and  were  intruders  on  the 
facred  Fun6tion.  But  this  is  impious  and  abfurd,  therefore 
they  were  now  ordained  to  thofe  Parts  of  the  Miniftry,  they 
afterwards  difcharged  with  fo  much  Diligence  and  Succefs. 

And 


Defence,  &c,  57 

And  now  let  us  view  what  thofe  Parts  were,  in  the  exercife 
whereof  we  find  any  of  them ;  for  from  their  Pra6lice,  we 
may  well  conclude  that  of  all  the  reft.  There  are  but  two 
of  thofe  Deacons,  whofe  A6ts  are  more  particularly  taken 
notice  of  by  the  /acred  Hijlorian.  One  of  them,  as  has 
been  already  hinted,  we  find  has  left  us  an  excellent  Sermon 
Ails  7.  and  the  other  we  know  preached  fo  fuccefsfully,  as 
to  gain  many  Converts,  whom  he  alfo  baptized,  A6ls  8. 
And  befides  thefe,  we  don't  find  any  other  Ads  of  their 
Miniflration  in  holy  Things :  For  tho'  they  affifted  indeed 
at  the  Lord's  Table,  yet  we  don't  find  that  ever  they  confe- 
crated  the  Elements,  or  ever  were  vefted  with  the  Powers  of 
Abfolution  or  Cenfures,  but  rather  the  contrary  is  implied 
A^s  8.  14,  18.  For  that  after  the  Samaritans  were  bap- 
tized by  Philip  the  Deacon,  the  Apojlles  Peter  and  John 
went  from  yerufalem  to  Samaria  to  confirm  the  new 
Converts. 

NOW  let  us  fee  how  the  Church  of  England  Deacon  comes 
up  to  the  Inftitution  and  the  Exercife  of  the  Office ;  after  he 
is  recommended,  tried,  approved  and  found  meet  for  it,  he 
is  folemnly  ordained  by  laying  on  of  Hands,  invefted  with 
Power  to  ferve  Tables,  provide  for  the  Poor,  to  preach  and 
to  baptize,  but  not  to  adminiller  the  Lord's  Supper ;  as  that 
implies  the  A61  of  Confecration,  nor  remit  or  retain  Sins,  in 
our  Saviour's  Sence  of  thofe  Words,  but  as  for  the  diJjTenting 
Deacon,  if  ever,  he  is  very  rarely  ordained,  and  to  be  fure 
never  to  the  Offices  of  preaching  and  baptizing ;  and  pray 
now  who  comes  nearefl  to  the  primitive  Inftitution,  and  the 
manifefl  A6ts  of  that  Office?  the  Church  of  England,  which 
defires  to  obey  Divine  Commands,  and  be  guided  in  her 
VOL.  11.  — 8  Condu(5l 
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Condu6l  by  Divine  Examples,  and  in  this  Inftance  comes  as 
near  the  Pattern  as  is  poffible  for  Imitation,  or  thofe  who 
facrilegioufly  mutilate  this  Office,  and  deprive  it  of  the  beft 
and  moft  ufeful  Parts  thereof:  And  therefore  who  that  was 
fober  and  in  his  Senfes,  could  have  exprelTed  his  Virulence 
againft  the  preaching  Deacon^  as  the  Remarker  has  done,  to 
fay  no  worfe  in  Language  like  his  Caufe,  and  therefore  evi- 
dent it  is  upon  the  whole  and  mufl  be  owned,  that  thofe 
Remarks  on  this  the  lowefl  Office  in  the  Evangelical  Min^ 
ijlry,  betray  a  Mind  full  of  Confufion  and  Diforder,  and 
therefore  that  they  could  never  be  the  neat  Produce  of  a 
fober  Man,  nor  they  ever  juftly  claim  an  Epithet  they  have 
no  Title  to.     From  hence  let  us  proceed. 

Secondly,  TO  the  next  Order,  that  of  Presbyters,  and  fee 
if  there  be  any  more  Marks  of  Sobriety  on  the  Remarks  on 
their  Order  than  on  the  former ;  and  here  I  think  it  will  be 
obvious  to  every  Eye,  that  the  further  he  goes,  the  further 
he  flaggers  from  the  Truth,  until  he  falls  into  grofs  Abfur- 
dities,  from  whence  he  cannot  recover  himfelf,  from  thefe 
Refle6lions. 

THE  Author  of  the  Modeft  Proof  had  alledged  with  a 
great  deal  of  Reafon,  that  Presbyters  were  Succeffors  to  the 
Seventy  Difciples,  who  by  many  Marks  of  Imparity  by  him 
there  adduced,  and  not  yet  difproved,  were  in  an  Office 
inferiour  in  Dignity  and  Power  unto  the  Apoflolate.  Now 
he  feems  extreamly  concerned  to  expunge  this  Notion,  and 
blots  feveral  Pages,  to  blot  out  the  Seveittys  Commiffion ; 
and  fo  fiercely  contends  againfl  the  Perpetuity  of  it,  that 
upon  the  Suppofition  of  its  continuing,  he  would  grant 
Presbyters  to  be  their  proper  Succeffors.     Now  upon  this 

Conceffion 
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Conceffion  we  will  join  IfTue  with  him  and  give  up  the  Caufe, 
if  we  don't  make  appear,  that  the  Seventy's^  Commiffion  con- 
tinued after  the  Time  he  affirms  it  determined ;  and  that  the 
Grounds  he  goes  upon  are  abfurd,  fuppofitious  and  contrary 
to  Fadl  and  the  Reafon  of  Things,  he  affirms  but  without 
Proof,  that  their  Commiflion  is  not  now  in  being,  inafmuch 
as  it  expired  with  themfelves,  or  rather  at  their  Return  unto 
our  Lord,  and  that  it  was  limited  only  to  Judea.  Now  if 
thefe  Premifes  be  not  true,  the  Conclufion  that  he  would 
draw  from  them  mult  needs  be  falfe ;  and  that  there  is  no 
Truth  in  either  of  thofe  Pretences,  will  be  clear  as  Light, 
from  the  following  Confiderations  on  each  of  them. 

Firft,  THAT  that  Commiffion  having  never  been  form- 
ally revoked,  and  the  Reafons  whereon  it  was  granted  con- 
tinuing, it  muft  alfo  continue  as  long  as  they  do. 

Secondly,  SO  far  it  is  from  being  true,  that  it  was  revoked 
at  their  Return,  that  they  were  then  furniflied  with  new 
Powers  for  the  Exercife  of  thofe  Fundlions  it  authorifed 
them  unto. 

Firft,  I  fay  the  Seventy?,  Commiffion  having  never  been 
formally  revoked,  and  the  Reafons  whereon  it  was  granted 
continuing,  it  muft  alfo  continue  as  long  as  they  do.  There 
is  a  profound  Silence  in  the  Go/pel  about  the  Revocation  of 
that  Commiffion,  not  the  leaft  Inuendo  that  glances  that 
way,  no  Account  of  the  Time,  Place,  and  Perfon,  when, 
where,  or  by  whom  it  was  taken  from  them,  and  they  dif- 
charged  from  that  Service ;  and  therefore  he  muft  have  a 
hardy  Front,  that  would  affirm  this  Commiffion  to  have  been 
formally  revoked.  And  that  it  was  not  virtually  fo,  is  ftill, 
if  poffible,  more  evident,  for  the  Reafons  of  its  firft  Infti- 

tution 
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tution  continuing,  it  mufl  be  of  the  fame  Duration  with 
them;  Now  thefe  Reafons  we  have  Luke  lo.  2.  The  great- 
nefs  of  the  Harveft,  and  the  fewnefs  of  the  Labourers,  and 
fmce  the  Harvefl  will  continue  until  the  lall  Conflagration, 
fo  mull  the  Labourers,  and  by  Confequence  their  Com- 
miffion  for  it.  The  Remarker  therefore  muft  be  guilty  of 
this  abfurd  Suppofition,  That  the  Harveft  is  over,  fmce  the 
Labourers  Commiffion  to  work  therein,  is  according  to  him, 
annulled ;  unlefs  he  will  flill  more  abfurdly  fuppofe,  that 
there  is  a  Harveft  and  no  Labourers  in  it.  But  fmce  both 
thefe  Suppofitions  are  falfe  in  Facft,  and  blafphemous  Impu- 
tations on  the  Wifdom  of  its  Mafter ;  and  that  therefore  the 
Harveft  will  continue  to  the  laft  period  of  Time,  fo  muft  the 
Labourers  Work,  and  their  Commiffion  for  it,  run  in  a  Line 
parallel  to  that  Duration.     Add  to  this. 

Secondly,  THAT  it  is  fo  far  from  being  true  that  the 
Seventy?,  Commiffion  was  revoked  at  their  return  to  our 
Lord]  that  they  were  then  by  him  furniflied  with  new 
Powers  for  the  exercife  of  thofe  Fundtions  it  authorifed 
them  unto.  Of  this  we  have  an  inconteftible  Proof  Luke 
10.  18,  19.  where  we  are  told,  that  even  after  their  return  from 
their  firft  Progrefs,  that  our  Lord  faid  unto  them,  /  beheld 
Satan  as  Lightning  fall  from  Heaven^  behold  I  give  unto 
yoti  Power  to  tread  on  Serpents  and  Scorpions^  and  over  all 
the  power  of  the  Enefny,  and  nothing  fJtall  by  any  means  hurt 
you.  I  demand  therefore  to  what  purpofe  were  thefe  ex- 
traordinary Powers  conferred,  if  not  to  affift  them  in  the 
Work  of  their  Miniflry.?  for  as  private  Chriftians  they  were 
ufelefs  to  them,  having  no  direft  tendency  to  promote  Faith 
and  Repentance  in  themfelves  :  The  Remarker  muft  therefore 

either 
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either  go  upon  this  blafphemous  Suppofition,  that  our  Lord 
did  in  vain  beftow  upon  them  thefe  Powers,  and  for  no  wife 
End  or  Ufe,  or  confefs  to  the  Truth  that  they  were  endowed 
with  them,  for  the  better  enabhng  of  them,  fuccefsfully  to  dif- 
charge  the  Fun6lions  contained  in  the  CommilTion  they  had 
received  from  him;  the  Converfion  of  the  World  to  the 
Faith  and  Acknowledgments  of  their  Mafter,  by  their  Doc- 
trines, attefled  with  Miracles.  Nor  will  it  follow  here,  that 
becaufe  Miracles  are  ceafed,  therefore  their  CommifTion  has 
likewife :  For  they  are  two  different  Things,  Commiffion  or 
Authority  whereby  to  a6l,  and  Extraordinary  Gifts  where- 
by to  make  their  a6ls  Succefsful,  and  perfwade  the  World 
that  their  Commiffion  was  Divine ;  and  therefore  it  muft  be 
granted,  that  the  Reafon  of  the  one  ceafmg,  and  the  other  con- 
tinuing, tho'  the  one  has  ceafed,  the  other  muft  continue. 

UPON  the  whole,  now  I  appeal  to  the  common  Senfe  of 
Mankind,  if  the  Remarker  can  be  faid  to  be  in  his  Senfes, 
when  he  affirms,  that  the  Seventy's  Commiffion  is  expired, 
or  that  fuch  a  Remark  can  be  called  Sober,  any  more  than 
the  Second,  That  their  Commiffion  was  limited  to  Judea. 
It  is  owned,  that  in  their  firfl  Miffion,  they  were  to  go  unto 
Places  whither  o\xr  Lord  himfelf  would  come,  Luke  lo.  i. 
But  even  then  not  exclufively  of  others ;  it  is  no  where  faid 
to  thefe  Places  only,  or  as  it  was  once  to  the  Apoftles,  That 
they /hould  not  turn  into  the  way  of  the  Gentiles,  Matth.  lo.  5. 
Nothing  of  all  this,  much  lefs  is  there  any  reftraint  laid  on 
them  after  their  return:  For  as  their  Work  concerned 
Mankind  in  general,  fo  muft  needs  their  Commiffion  be  of 
univerfal  Extent;  and  not  a  Word  to  be  found  that  confines 
them  to  any  Place  or  Nation.     But  becaufe  the  Remarker 

can 
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can  find  no  fuch  Limitation  to  the  Circumcifion  in  the 
Seventy  ?>  Commiffion,  his  Eyes  reel  back  to  the  Apojiles 
firft  Commiffion,  Matth.  lo.  5.  and  would  argue  it  from 
thence,  but  how  unfairly.  They  were  two  difi;in6l  Commif- 
fions,  and  therefore  it  is  all  precarious  Reafoning  from  one 
to  the  other.  Nor  will  it  follow  upon  the  Suppofition,  that 
the  Seventy  were  to  go  out  unto  the  Ge^ttiles,  and  that  the 
Apoftles  before  they  went  to  them,  were  to  make  the  firfl 
Offers  of  Salvation  unto  the  Jews^  that  therefore  the  Seven- 
ty ?>  Commiffion  was  more  honourable  than  the  Apojiles,  any 
more  than  that  the  Remarker,  who,  for  ought  I  know,  may 
be  a  Native  of  Britain,  and  now  upon  his  pretended  Min- 
ijiry  in  a  far  diftant  Country,  is  more  honourable,  than  that 
publick  Scandal  and  avowed  Enemy  to  Chriflianity,  that 
denier  and  derider  of  the  Divinity  of  the  Son  of  God,  his 
Brother  Pierce,  whofe  Books  and  Quotations  he  is  fo  fond 
of.  No,  the  Apoftles  had  the  greatefl;  Honour  in  beginning 
their  Miniftry  amongfl  the  once  peculiar  People  of  God, 
before  they  made  any  tender  thereof  to  thofe  who  were 
Aliens  from  that  Common-Wealth.  But  fince  he  knows 
it  is  denied  him,  that  the  Seventy  were  fuperiour  to  the 
Apoftles,  either  in  Power  or  Chara6ler,  he  is  refolved  to 
bring  them  upon  a  level ;  and  fince  he  cannot  find,  he  will 
make,  82  Apoftles,  by  a  new  Creation  of  Seventy  at  a  Time ; 
and  rather  than  fail  in  this  attempt,  impioufly  charge  the 
Infpiration  Luke  10.  i.  with  an  Omilfion,  and  the  Tranfiators, 
for  not  enlifting  a  Word  that  was  not  in  the  Original,  and 
in  fpite  of  both,  add  the  Word  Apoftle,  that  it  may  run,  as  it 
does  in  his  Head,  and  be  read  Seventy  Apoftles.  But  what 
would  the  Remarker  get  by  it,  if  we  fliould  allow  his  fi6ti- 
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tious  Reading,  and  falfe  Suppofition  to  be  a  true  one? 
nothing  furely  but  the  ruine  of  his  Caufe,  by  fubverting  that 
Foundation  whereupon  he  defigned  to  ere6l  it,  the  expira- 
tion of  the  Seventy's  Commiffion.  For  now  by  his  own  Con- 
feffion,  and  Pleading  too,  it  mufl  be  perpetual :  For  he  has 
freely  and  frequently  allowed,  that  the  Apojiles  Commiffion, 
with  regard  to  their  ordinary  Miniflrations  in  the  Word  and 
Sacraments,  is  perpetual,  and  to  continue  to  the  end  of  the 
World ;  Now  if  thefe  Seventy  be  Apojiles,  as  he  would  have 
us  believe,  their  Commiffion  according  to  him  mufl  continue 
to  the  end  of  the  World,  and  then  what  has  he  been  dif- 
puting  about  all  this  while,  and  contending  that  the  Seven- 
ty s  Commiffion  is  expired ;  and  yet  very  confiftently  with 
himfelf,  that  it  is  not  expired,  but  is  to  continue  to  the  end 
of  Time,  becaufe  they  were  Apojiles.  Or  we  may  obferve  him 
Reafoning  after  this  ridiculous  manner,  as  they  were  Seventy 
Dijciples,  their  Commiffion  is  fpent  and  ceafed,  but  as  they 
were  Seventy  Apojiles,  it  will  lafl  as  long  as  the  World. 
There  is  no  eviting  fuch  Confequences  as  there  will  natu- 
rally flow  from  this  new  Hypothefis,  which  I  will  allow  him 
the  Honour  to  be  the  Author  and  Inventor  of,  and  all  his 
own ;  and  as  fuch  I  have  only  argued  upon  it,  for  I  don't 
believe  the  Seventy  to  be  a  whit  the  more  Apojiles,  for  his 
dubbing  them,  nor  that  any  of  them  afcended  to  that  fupe- 
riour  Order,  but  as  they  were  advanced  by  the  immediate  call 
of  Heaven,  or  mediately  by  a  Confecration  to  the  Apojlolate. 
Add,  that  it  was  the  Opinion  of  the  primitive  Church,  as  it 
is  of  the  beft  part  of  the  prefent,  that  the  Helpers  and 
Fellow-Labourers  of  the  Apojiles,  of  whom  we  have  frequent 
Mention   in  the  Afls  and  Epijlles,   fuch  as   Jofeph  called 

Bar/abas^ 
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Bar/abas,  Mark,  Luke,  Apollos,  Rufus,  Niger,  and  Matthias 
and  Barnabas,  before  they  were  made  Apojiles,  were  of  the 
Number  of  the  Seventy.  Who  would  know  the  Truth  of 
this,  may  confult  Eufeb.  Lib.  i.  Cap.  12. 

AND  now  to  fum  up  the  Evidence  of  this  Charge  againfl 
the  Remarker  upon  this  fecond  Head,  in  his  denying  the 
continuance  of  the  Seventy?,  Commiffion,  but  to  make 
amends  in  tranflating  them  to  the  Apojlolate,  and  all  upon 
his  bare  Word  without  any  Proof. 

IT  has  been  made  appear,  that  the  Seventy?,  Commiffion 
never  was  formally  revoked ;  and  that  the  Reafons  whereon 
it  was  granted  continuing,  it  muft  alfo  continue  as  long  as 
they  do,  and  that  again  it  was  fo  far  from  being  true  that  it 
was  revoked  at  their  return,  that  they  were  furnifhed  with 
new  Powers  for  the  exercife  of  thofe  Functions  it  author- 
ifed  them  to ;  and  that  moreover  it  does  not  appear  that 
their  Commiffion  was  confined  to  Judea,  efpecially  after 
their  firfl:  return,  and  their  new  Endowments,  and  that  he  is 
guilty  of  the  greatell  Profanity  in  his  impious  Attempts  to 
add  unto  the  Scripture,  and  create  Apojiles  at  his  pleafure. 
It  muft  be  granted,  that  the  Remarks  are  fo  far  from  being 
a  fober  Performance,  that  they  are  an  undeniable  Evidence 
of  an  intra(5lable  Perfon,  incapable  of  Convi6lion,  and  refolved 
to  maintain  Paradoxes,  I  therefore  appeal  to  the  World  that 
this  is  his  Cafe,  and  in  confequence  thereof,  that  he  ought 
to  allow  Presbyters  to  be  SuccefTors  to  the  Seventy,  fince  he 
feem'd  to  lay  the  Strefs  of  the  Difpute,  upon  the  Point  of 
their  Commiffion  being  perpetual,  and  not  limited  to  the 
Circumcifion. 

BUT  if  he  will  further  wrangle  and  fay,  that  if  we  will  not 

grant 
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grant  him  that  the  Seventy  s  Commiffion  did  determine  at 
their  return  to  our  Lord ;  yet  we  can't  deny  but  that  it 
expired  with  themfelves,  for  fmce  according  to  us,  they  were 
meer  Presbyters,  they  could  not  ordain  others,  and  tranfmit 
their  Succeffion ;  and  their  Mafter  had  left  the  World  but 
no  Power  to  perpetuate  that  Order.  Yet  however  he  may 
like  it,  we  will  deny  him  the  Favour  even  of  that  Suppo- 
fition,  and  affirm  and  prove  it  too,  that  the  Succeffion  to  the 
Seventy  was  continued  in  the  Presbyters,  who  were  ordained 
to  that  Office  by  the  Apq/lles,  and  the  BiJJiops  their  Suc- 
ceffors,  and  will  be  to  the  end  of  the  World.  For  the 
Reafon  of  their  Commiffion  continuing  beyond  their  Lives, 
even  to  the  end  of  the  Harveft,  their  Commiffion  mufl  alfo 
be  fuppofed  to  do  the  fame,  and  mufl  a6tually  therefore  have 
been  continued,  and  contained,  and  confirmed,  in  the  laft 
Commiffion  given  to  the  Apojiles,  Matth.  28.  19,  20.  yohn 
20.  21,  22,  23.  the  higher  Order  and  Power  including  the 
two  lower  Orders  and  their  Powers.  For  the  Remarker 
confeffes  this  to  be  the  Evangelical  Charter  for  the  Gofpel 
Miniftry.  And  by  this  alfo  the  Apojlles  firft  Commiffion 
was  not  only  confirmed  and  continued,  but  enlarged  with 
regard  to  Place,  and  powers  of  Government  and  Ordination. 
For  Mr.  Remarker  acknowledges  that  this  laft  Commiffion 
muft  be  thus  interpreted,  to  include  Government  and  Ordi- 
nation, as  well  as  the  Miniflry  in  the  Word  and  Sacraments, 
Pages  19  and  25. 

IF  it  be  afked,  What  are  the  Offices  of  thofe  Presbyters 
we  here  contend  for?  I  anfwer,  befides  preaching  and  bap- 
tizing, the  adminiflring  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper, 
and  abfolving  Penitents. 

VOL.  II. —9  IF 
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IF  it  be  further  demanded,  By  what  Divine  Warrant  they 
are  veiled  with  fuch  Offices  ?  I  anfwer,  That  we  are  willing 
to  have  our  Pra6lice  regulated  by  the  primitive  Pattern,  as 
we  find  it  in  the  Scriptures.         And 

Firfl,  THERE  we  don't  find  that  ever  meer  Deacons  did 
confecrate  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  or  had  the 
Powers  of  Abfolution.         But, 

Secondly,  WE  find  that  the  Brethren  that  were  fettled 
Presbyters  at  Corinth,  did  adminifter  the  Sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  Supper,  i  Cor.  ii.  (For,  there  was  there  in  Fa6l,  an 
Adminiftration  of  that  Sacrament,  and  by  Confequence  fuf- 
ficient  Powers  for  it ;  the  Reprehenfions  there  concerning 
only  the  irregular  Approaches  of  the  Communicants)  and 
did  abfolve  the  inceftuous  Perfon  upon  his  Repentance, 
2  Cor.  2.  7-  For  who  could  abfolve,  but  thofe  who  had  laid 
him  under  Cenfures  by  Excommunication?  i  Cor.  5.  12. 
And  therefore. 

Thirdly,  THAT  it  muft  be  Presbyters  who  can  affix  both 
Seals  of  the  Covenant  to  the  Pardon,  that  can  abfolve  Peni- 
tents, efpecially  in  Cafes  of  Relapfes  after  Baptifm,  &  that 
can  affix  one  of  them ;  all  which  Powers  are  conferred  upon 
and  conveyed  unto  them  by  the  impofition  of  Epifcopal 
Hands.  This  will  be  made  evident  upon  my  bringing  home 
upon  him  the  fore-mentioned  Charge,  with  refped 

Thirdly,  TO  the  higheft  and  moft  venerable  Order  of 
Chrifts  Church-Officers,  the  Apojiolate,  and  to  which  mull; 
needs  fucceed  the  Epijcopate,  taken  in  its  proper  prefent 
Senfe  The  Remarker  has  here  indeed  perplexed  the  Cafe, 
and  endeavoured  to  darken  Counfel  by  Words  without 
Knowledge,  Job  38.  2.     But  I  fhall  trace  his  Windings,  and 
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filh  him  out.  But  to  do  him  Juftice,  I  muft  fhow  wherein  he 
yields,  and  my  felf,  wherein  againft  all  Reafon,  he  does  not. 

BE  it  known  then  that  by  his  own  Conceffions,  we  are 
upon  this  Head  agreed  in  thefe  Articles. 

Firft,  WE  agree,  that  the  Apojlles  were  honoured  with 
extraordinary  Powers  and  Privileges,  and  amongft  them, 
with  an  unlimitted  Jurifdi6lion  over  all  the  Churches,  which 
was  to  expire  with  themfelves. 

Secondly,  WE  are  agreed,  that  the  Apojlles  laft  Com- 
miffion,  Matth.  28.  19  and  20.  empowered  them  and  their 
Succeffors,  not  only  to  the  Miniftrations  of  the  Word  and 
Sacraments,  but  to  the  Government  of  the  Church,  and  to 
the  Ordination  of  Minifters. 

Thirdly,  WE  are  further  agreed,  that  the  Powers  of  Gov- 
ernment and  Ordination  are  annexed. 

Fourthly,  HE  will  doubtlefs  grant  with  me,  That  in  Fa6l, 
whatever  it  may  be  as  to  Reafon,  the  Government  of  Pml- 
ates  and  Presbyters  are  two  different  forts  of  Government ; 
that  is,  the  Government  of  a  Prcslate  over  a  Diocefs,  wherein 
are  many  Presbyters  and  Congregations,  is  not  the  fame 
with  that  of  a  Presbyter  over  a  fmgle  Flock.  And  I  wifh 
we  were  agreed  as  well  about  the 

Fifth  Point.  THE  Difcuffion  whereof  determines  the 
Controverfy,  whereby  I  afHrm,  what  he  denies.  That  the 
Power  of  Ordination  was  annexed  to  the  Government  of 
Prcelates,  taken  in  its  proper  prefent  Ecclefiaflical  Senfe,  and 
not  to  that  Government  that  meer  Presbyters  have  over  their 
fmgle  Congregations. 

Now  there  is  no  other  way  to  be  determined  in  this  Point, 
but  by  Fa(5ls  and  Precedents  upon  facred  Record,  and  the 

Reafon 
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Reafon  of  Things.  For  to  run  out  into  wild  Excurfions, 
and  impertinent  Quotations,  (which  make  up  the  bulk  of  the 
Remarks,  and  whereof  if  flrip'd,  there  would  remain  nothing 
of  a  real  Argument)  is  to  fall  from  folid  Reafoning,  and  run 
wide  of  the  Queftion.  And  I  appeal  to  both  thefe  for  the 
Proof  of  my  Affertion,  and  venture  the  Caufe  upon  the 
Arguments  formed  on  them.  The  cleareft  and  moft  unex- 
ceptionable Fa6ls  and  Precedents  of  what  kind  of  Govern- 
ment was  annexed  to  the  Power  of  Ordination,  by  and  after 
the  Apojlles,  upon  the  facred  Records,  are  contained  in  St. 
Paul's  Epiftles  to  Timothy  and  Titus,  and  Ch rifts  unto  the 
Afian  Angels,  Rev.  i.  20.  and  Chap.  2.  i,  &c.  I  mention 
St.  Paul's  Epiftles  firft,  becaufe  firft  wrote.  To  proceed  the 
more  methodically,  I  fliall 

Firft  confider  the  Nature  of  a  Prelates  Government  as  a 
Diocefan  BiJJiop. 

Secondly,  That  with  fuch  a  Government  Timothy  and 
Titus  were  vefted. 

Thirdly,  That  to  them  vefted  with  fuch  a  Government, 
was  committed  the  Power  of  Ordination. 

Fourthly,  That  the  AJian  Angels  were  vefted  with  the 
like  Government,  and  in  juft  Confequence  had  the  Power 
of  Ordination. 

Fifthly,  That  to  them  vefted  with  fuch  a  Government,  was 
committed  the  fole  Powe;  of  Ordination,  exclufive  of  meer 
Presbyters. 

Laftly,  That  the  Reafon  of  the  Inftitution  of  the  Epifcopal 
Order  continuing,  it  muft  alfo  be  of  the  fame  Continuance. 

THE  clearing  thefe   Points,  muft  needs  determine   the 

Controverfy. 
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Firfl,  LET  us  confider  the  Nature  of  a  PrcElates  Govern- 
ment, as  he  is  a  Diocefan  BiJJiop\  and  upon  enquiry  we 
fhall  find,  that  it  impHed  at  its  firft  Inftitution,  as  it  does 
now,  the  giving  Inftrudtions  to  thofe  Presbyters  and  Deacons 
that  are  within  the  Verge  of  his  Infpe(5tion,  concerning  their 
Behaviour,  and  the  exercife  of  their  Offices,  the  prefcribing 
Rules  for  a  decent  and  regular  Performance  of  publick  Wor- 
fhip,  taking  care  that  their  Do6lrines  be  Sound  and  Ortho- 
dox, encouraging  and  promoting  thofe  that  are  faithful  and 
diligent,  as  on  the  contrary  punifhing  with  Cenfures  or  Suf- 
penlion,  the  contumacious  and  difobedient;  infpecfting  alfo 
into  the  Converfations  of  the  People  within  their  Jurif- 
di6lion,  that  they  be  as  becometh  their  Profeffion,  and  if  not, 
being  liable  to  his  Judgment  and  Corre6lion.  Thefe  are 
fome  Inflances  of  the  Prcslatical  Government  of  a  Diocefan 
Bijliop.     Now  let  us  fee. 

Secondly,  Whether  Thnothy  and  Tit^is  were  intrufted 
with  fuch  Powers  and  Authority,  and  if  their  Government 
be  found  Prcelatical  in  thefe  Inftances,  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
denied,  that  they  were  in  the  prefent  proper  Senfe  of  the 
Words,  Diocefan  Biftops.  Now  that  in  Fa6l  they  were 
vefted  with  fuch  a  Government,  will  be  clear  by  having 
recourfe  to  the  Epiftles  to  them,  where  Records  thereof  are 
preferved.  For  there  we  fhall  find  them  endowed  with  thefe 
Powers  and  Charges,  to  infpe6l  into  the  Presbyters  Con- 
du61;,  and  if  it  be  not  becoming  the  Gofpel  and  their  Charac- 
ter, they  were  to  cenfure  and  fufpend  them,  i  Tim.  19  and 
20.    Tit.  3.  10.     To  diredl;  the  Method  for  Divine  Worfhip, 

I    Tim,.   2.    I 9.       To    take    care    that    the    Presbyters 

preached  found  Do6lrine,    i    Tim.   i.  3.  and   rebuke  them 

fharply, 
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fliarply,  and  even  flop  their  Mouths  if  they  did  not.  i  Tim. 
4.  6,  7,  and  11.  Tz^.  3.  9,  10,  and  11.  And  to  prefer  the 
deferving,  i  Tim.  3.  13.  and  Chap.  5,  17.  And  many  Rules 
are  given  not  only  for  the  Government  of  their  Minifters, 
but  of  their  Congregations  alfo,  i  Tim.  5.  2 — 17.  Ch.  6.  17, 
18,  and  19.  Now  thefe  were  all  proper  A6ls  of  a  Prcelatical 
Government,  over  feveral  Presbyters  and  Congregations,  and 
not  over  a  fmgle  Flock,  as  is  here  evident  from  the  feveral 
Inftances  of  Timothy '$>  Rule  over  Presbyters,  and  is  unde- 
niable from  Crete's,  being  a  place  where  were  many  Cities, 
in  every  one  of  which  Presbyters  were  to  be  fettled ;  it  will 
therefore  follow,  they  were  Diocefan  BiJJtops,  in  the  flridt 
proper  prefent  Senfe  of  the  Words. 

Thirdly,  WE  are  to  obferve,  that  to  thofe  very  Perfons 
thus  vefled  and  intrufted  with  the  prcelatical  Powers  and 
Government  of  Diocefan  Bi/Jwps,  was  committed  the  Power 
of  Ordination.  It  was  no  other  than  Timothy  adorned  with 
all  thofe  Signatures  of  Rule  over  the  Presbyters  of  Ephefus, 
that  was  to  lay  on  Hands  with  Caution,  and  as  he  found  the 
Candidates  qualified  for  facred  Services,  i  Tim.  5.  21,  22. 
It  was  no  other  than  this  very  Tittis,  in  whom  we  have 
found  fuch  legible  Charadlers  of  a  Diocefan  Bi/Jiop,  that  for 
this  very  end  was  left  in  Crete,  to  ordain  Elders  in  every 
City,  Tit.  1.5.  And  it  is  to  no  purpofe  for  the  Remarker 
to  alledge,  that  they  had  thofe  Powers  of  Government  and 
Ordination  as  endowed  with  extraordinary  Powers  or  Gifts. 
This  IS  petitio  Principii,  or  in  his  own  decent  Expreflion,  a 
mean  begging  of  the  Oueflion ;  for  as  we  know,  he  will 
hardly  believe  us,  even  although  we  prove,  fo  he  may  be 
affured  that  his  perhaps  and  may  bes  are  of  no  weight  with 

us; 
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us ;  for  we  will  never  take  his  Word  for  any  thing  he  don't 
make  appear.  And  it  is  ridiculous  for  him  and  his  Party, 
who  are  fo  Clamorous  for  Scripture  Proofs  and  Examples, 
for  every  thing  that  is  to  be  done  about  facred  Things  or 
Perfons,  to  go  upon  bare  Suppofitions  in  Things  of  the  high- 
eft  Moment.  For  nothing  extraordinary  either  of  Powers  or 
Gifts,  appears  in  the  whole  Cafe  ;  nothing  but  what  Diocefan 
BiJJiops  with  their  ordinary  Powers  may  and  do  ordinarily 
perform.  And  it  is  moft  unjuft,  and  againft  all  the  Laws  of 
Reafoning,  to  put  us  upon  the  proof  of  thefe  Negatives, 
That  they  had  no  Affiftance,  that  they  did  not  all  this  as 
Presbyters,  &c.  We  deny  all  thefe  groundlefs  Surmifes, 
and  therefore  the  Proof  belongs  to  him  the  politive  Affirmer, 
which  becaufe  there  is  no  Ground  to  go  upon,  we  are  affured 
it  can  never  be  done.  We  are  now  further  for  the  Confir- 
mation of  our  Point, 

Fourthly,  TO  evince,  that  the  AJian  Angels  were  vefled 
with  a  like  Government,  and  in  juft  Confequence  had  the 
Power  of  Ordination.  That  they  were  vefted  with  a  prce- 
latical  Government  appears  from  hence,  that  feveral  of  them 
were  threatned  and  condemned  by  our  Lord,  for  fuffering 
or  not  reftraining  the  Do6trines  of  Balaam,  the  Nicolaitans 
and  Jezebel,  Rev.  2.  14,  15,  and  20.  which  plainly  implied, 
that  they  were  veiled  with  a  coercive  ruling  Power  over  thefe 
Churches ;  for  if  they  were  only  fenior  Pajlors  or  Modera- 
tors, as  the  Remarker  dotes,  how  could  they  be  culpable  and 
made  criminal  for  not  doing,  what  was  not  in  their  Power  to 
do  ?  For  as  fuch  they  could  only  give  their  own  private 
Judgement  and  Vote,  but  not  reftrain  the  A6tions,  with  the 
Toleration  whereof  they  are  charged.    So  that  the  Remarker 

mufl 
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mufl:  either  blafphemoufly  feign  our  Lord  to  bring  an  un- 
juft  Charge  againft  tho(e  A n£-e/s,  accufing  them  of  what  they 
were  not  guilty,  and  punifliing  them  for  what  they  could 
not  help,  or  confefs  the  Truth,  that  their  Accufation  and 
threatned  Punifliment  was  jufl,  becaufe  they  had  not  exerted 
\^€\x prcBlatical Powers  in  cenfuring  and  reflraining  licentious 
Do6lrines  of  feducing  Teachers,  within  their  feveral  Jurif- 
di(5lions ;  and  that  tho'  they  were  conftituted  Guardians  of 
the  Purity  of  the  Chriftian  Faith,  they  had  been  remifs  in 
their  Charge,  and  permitted  the  Corruption  of  it,  to  the  Dif- 
honour  of  its  Author,  and  the  Scandal  of  their  own  Char- 
aders.  This  is  the  only  good  and  true  Account  that  can  be 
given  of  that  Matter ;  as  for  the  Remarker^  Dream,  that  every 
Angel  was  a  Company  of  Presbyters,  it  is  hardly  worth  while 
to  awake  him  out  of  it,  by  any  ferious  Obfervation  on  fo 
remarkable  a  Fable.  He  may  with  much  more  Reafon 
allow  all  the  Presbytery  that  ordained  Timothy  to  be  in  St. 
Paul,  than  all  the  Presbyters  that  were  in  the  leffer  Afia  to 
be  in  feven  BiJJwps.  But  I  fliall  not  follow  him  in  his  Wild- 
Goofe  Chafe,  iDut  proceed  to  obferve.  That  fnice  thofe  Angels 
had  committed  to  them  the  pn^  la  tic  a  I  Power  of  Government, 
they  muft  alfo  have  been  vefted  with  the  Power  of  Ordi- 
nation ;  for  we  find  thefe  Powers  annexed,  as  in  the  fore- 
going Inftances  of  Timothy  and  Titus,  and  fmce  it  plainly 
appears  they  were  vefted  with  the  Powers  of  the  one, 
there  is  no  reafon  to  deny  them  the  Power  of  the  other. 
And  by  juft  Confequence  in  both  they  were  Diocefan 
BiJJtops,  Having  then  found  fo  many  Prelates  in  their 
Diocejfes,  let  us  now  fee  whether  there  were  any  Coadjutors 
appointed  to  affift  them  in  their  Ordinations,  or  to  the  mak- 
ing 


Defence,  &c.  y^ 

ing  them  the  more  valid :  And  upon  a  due  enquiry  we  fliall 
find, 

Fifthly,  THAT  to  them  veiled  with  fuch  Powers  of  Gov- 
ernment, was  committed  the  fole  power  of  Ordination, 
exclulive  of  meer  Presbyters.  For  in  Points  of  fo  great  Con- 
fequence,  we  mufl  go  upon  certain  Fa6ls  and  Precedents, 
and  not  upon  meer  Conjecture,  fupported  by  no  Reafon ; 
and  when  nothing  of  this  Nature  appears  or  is  affirmed,  it  is 
intolerable  Boldnenefs  to  conclude  it  confidently.  When 
St.  Paul  fays,  I  charge  Thee  to  lay  Hands,  I  left  Thee  to 
ordain,  without  the  leafl  mentioning  of  Presbyters  to  affift,  it 
mufl  neceffarily  follow,  that  the  fole  power  of  Ordination 
was  committed  to  them  only,  fince  we  have  no  Warrant  or 
Precedent  for  the  neceffity  of  Presbyters  Concurrence,  unlefs 
it  be  in  that  often  mif-interpreted  Text,  The  laying  on  of  the 
Hands  of  the  Presbytery,  whereby  is  meant  even  in  the  Judg- 
ment of  thofe  who  were  not  in  every  thing  the  greateft 
Friends  to  the  Epifcopal  Order,  the  Office  which  was  tranf- 
ferred  on  Timothy,  at  his  Ordination  by  St.  Pazcfs  own 
Hands.  And  therefore  what  AfTurance  muft  it  be  in  meer 
Presbyters,  to  affume  to  themfelves  the  greatefl  Power  in  the 
Church,  that  of  Ordination,  and  pretending  to  perform  that 
A(5tion  not  only  without  a  BifJtop,  but  in  oppofition  to  him. 
For  neither  of  which  Pra61ices  is  there  any  Foundation  in 
the  Word  of  God,  or  any  Examples  of  fuch  a  Pra6lice  there. 
And  now  to  fum  up  the  Evidence, 

IF  from  Fa6ls  and  Precedents  upon  the  Divine  Records, 
if  it  appears  that  a  Prcslatical  Government  of  Diocefan 
BifJiops  confifts  in  their  Advancement  above,  and  Rule  over 
Presbyters  and  their  Churches,  that  Timothy  and  Titus  were 

VOL.  11.  —  lo  vefted 
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vefted  with  that  Government,  that  the  fole  power  of  Ordina- 
tion was  committed  to  them  vefted  with  thofe  Powers  of 
Government,  that  the  AJian  Angels  were  vefted  with  fuch  a 
prcslatical  Government',  and  that  therefore  to  them  alfo  the 
fole  Power  of  Ordination  was  committed  exclufive  of  others 
the  Proportion  muft  be  granted,  namely,  That  the  Powers  of 
Ordination  was  annexed  to  the  Government  of  Prcelates, 
taken  in  its  prefent  Ecclefiaftical  Senfe,  exclufive  of  meer 
Presbyters. 

Secondly,  I  argue  the  Truth  of  this  Propofition  againft 
the  Remarker  from  the  Reafon  of  Things.  He  allows  the 
Neceffity  and  Being  of  Prcelacy  during  the  Times  of  Infpira- 
tion,  before  the  Canon  of  the  Scripture  was  finifhed,  and 
during  the  Infancy  of  the  Church,  and  all  thofe  Reafons 
now  ceafmg,  he  fays,  there  is  no  further  Occafion  for  it,  and 
that  the  Church  now  wants  no  fuch  Governours,  inafmuch 
as  the  Affairs  of  Religion  will  be  as  well  provided  for 
without  them  ;  an  Inftance  whereof  is  the  ftate  of  Religion 
in  this  Country,  as  he  fays.  Now  if  the  reverfe  of  all  this 
be  the  Truth,  as  it  is  demonftrable,  fo  then  the  Neceffity  of 
Prelacy  ftill  continues.     And 

Firft,  IF  there  was  a  Neceffity  oi  Pmlacy  in  the  Times  of 
Infpiration,  it  is  much  more  Neceffary  it  fliould  continue, 
that  ceafing :  For  the  infallible  Condud  of  the  Spirit,  was 
fufficient  to  guide  the  Church  in  all  its  Duties  and  Ordi- 
nances, whereas  now  there  is  a  neceffity  for  a  fettled  Govern- 
ment and  Laws.  And  it's  more  than  probable,  for  that 
very  Reafon  a  Prcslacy  was  inftituted,  to  keep  the  World 
within  the  proper  Bounds  of  their  Duty,  and  dire6t  their 
Pradice,  and  their  Confcience  in  more  doubtful  Cafes. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly,  THERE  is  as  much  if  not  more  Reafon  for 
Prcslacy\  to  be  fure,  more  clear  Inflances  of  it  after,  than 
before  the  finifliing  of  the  Canon  of  the  Scripture.  How- 
ever, the  Gofpels  v/ere  writ  before  the  cleareft  Marks  we 
have  of  the  eflablifliing  Prcelacy,  and  there  is  nothing  in  the 
Epiftles  or  Revelation  that  tends  to  fubvert  it,  but  much 
every  way  to  confirm  and  eftablifli  it.     And 

Thirdly,  AS  to  the  Infancy  of  the  Church,  if  that  be  a 
good  Reafon  for  it,  it  ftill  holds,  efpecially  in  this  Country, 
where  the  Church  is  in  its  infant  State.  But  why  fhould  it 
be  fo  neceffary  for  Infant,  and  fo  needlefs  for  Adult  Chrif- 
tianity  t  When  Perfons  grow  up,  they  often  grow  unruly, 
and  very  much  want  to  be  kept  under  Reftraint  and  Gov- 
ernment.    And 

Laftly,  AS  to  Appeals  to  his  own  Country  and  the  ftate 
of  Religion  in  it,  what  could  have  been  brought  as  a  more 
flagrant  Evidence  for  the  Neceflity  of  another  kind  of  Gov- 
ernment than  what  is  in  it,  than  the  Diforders  and  Difputes, 
the  Contentions  and  Confufions  that  are  among  them,  for 
want  of  one  to  whom  the  dernier  Refort  is  to  be  made,  and 
the  Hydra  of  Herefies  which  ought  to  be  beat  down  by  the 
Crofier. 

ADD  therefore  the  Reafon  of  the  Things  to  the  Fads 
and  Precedents  we  have  for  Prcelacy,  and  upon  them  both, 
I  think  I  may  venture  to  appeal  to  the  common  Senfe  of 
Mankind,  for  its  agreeing  to  the  Truth  of  the  Propofition. 
I  can't  pafs  from  this  Head,  without  animadverting  on  fome 
Cavils,  that  the  Remarker  has  at  two  Texts  adduced  by  the 
Modeft  Proof ,iox  the  perpetuity  of  the  Apojlolate.  i  Cor.  12. 
28.  Eph.  4.  17.      He  may  fet  his   Teeth  and  grin  at  the 

Word 
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Word  Set  in  one  of  those  Texts,  yet  there  is  an  obfervable 
Emphafis  on  it,  as  if  it  denoted  the  Stability  of  that  Inftitu- 
tion  in  the  Divine  Intention.  And  as  to  his  imperious 
Demand,  By  what  Laws  of  Interpretation  we  conftrue  what 
follows  the  three  Words  firfl  named,  (whereby  we  mean  the 
three  Orders  we  contend  for)  of  Gifts,  and  the  Exercifes  of 
them. 

I  anfwer,  By  the  acknowledged  Laws  of  interpreting 
Scripture  by  Scripture,  for  as  to  Presbyters  and  Deacons,  he 
himfelf  acknowledges  their  Continuance,  and  that  the  Apof- 
tles  fliall  continue  as  long  as  the  World.  The  Texts  are 
exprefs,  and  we  have  no  Account  of  any  other  Office  of  a 
{landing  Nature;  And  therefore  all  thofe  Defignations  that 
are  delivered  in  abftra(5l  Words,  muft  be  applied  to  the 
three  Orders  which  are  expreffed  in  concrete  Terms. 

LET  us  here  again  view  his  Vanity,  and  obferve  him 
glorying  in  an  imaginary  Conquefl  over  thofe  Conceffions 
in  the  Modejl  Proof,  That  thd  the  Apoftles  were  vejled  with 
an  unlimitted  Jurifdi^lion,  yet  they  only  tranfmitted  a  lim- 
itted  one.  But  notwithftanding  of  this,  they  have  true  Suc- 
ceffors  both  in  Government  and  Ordination.  For  thefe  are 
Truths,  and  even  reconcileable  to  our  Apprehenfions.  Sup- 
pofe  a  great  Prince  has  feveral  Sons,  and  feveral  Principali- 
ties, and  to  each  Son  he  gives  a  Principality,  and  all  the 
Power  whereby  he  governed  it,  certainly  each  Son  fucceeds 
the  Father  in  the  whole  Power  over  his  refpe6live  Princi- 
pality, tho'  not  in  the  whole  of  the  Power  the  Father  had 
over  all  the  Principalities.  This  is  the  very  Cafe  ;  St.  Paul, 
for  Inftance,  and  fo  by  a  Parity  of  Reafon,  the  fame  is  to  be 
faid  of  the  reft  of  the  Apojlles,  gave  his  Son   Timothy,  as  he 

calls 
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calls  him,  the  Government  of  Ephefus,  as  he  did  Titus  that 
of  Crete,  with  full  Power  to  govern  thofe  Places,  as  he  would 
do  was  he  prefent.  And  now  who  can  deny  but  that  Tim- 
othy fucceeded  Paul  in  the  whole  Power  he  had  over 
Ephefus,  tho'  not  in  the  whole  of  the  Power  he  had  over  all 
other  Churches ;  and  the  like  of  Titus,  and  all  others  whom 
the  Apojlles  conftituted  BiJIiops  in  their  refpe6live  Dioceffes. 
And  has  not  Mr.  Remarker  acknowledged  all  this  ?  yea 
verily,  all  the  Difference  is,  that  he  contends  this  limitted 
Jurifdi6lion  fhould  neceffarily  be  contra6fed  to  a  fingle 
PariJIi,  whereas  we  deny  that  Neceffity,  and  have  proved 
that  it  was  not  thus  originally  fo  bounded. 

BUT  tho'  it's  thus  evident  that  the  Government  fettled 
by  Chrift  and  his  Apojtles  in  the  Church,  was  founded  in  an 
Imparity  of  Officers,  or  rather  in  a  proper  Diocefan  Epifco- 
pacy ;  yet  fmce  often  the  Diftance  is  wide  between  Poffef- 
fion  and  Right,  I  don't  affirm  there  is  fuch  an  inviolable  and 
effential  Conne6lion  between  the  Powers  of  Ordination  and 
Jurifdi6lion,  that  they  muft  always  be  found  in  an  adual 
Conjuncflion.  For  the  Ordinations  of  a  BiJJiop  unjuftly 
expelled  his  See,  are  good  and  valid,  wherever  he  is,  and  to 
whofe  Character  the  Faithful  will  always  every  where  pay 
their  due  Regards. 

NOR  do  I  meafure  the  Epifcopal Power  of  Ordination  by 
the  extent  of  Jurifdi6lion,  for  that  Power  varies  not  by  Acci- 
dents or  Circumftances :  And  therefore  let  the  Remarker 
make  as  little  Logical  a  Diocefs  for  a  BiJJiop  as  he  can,  we 
cannot  admit  his  independent  Pajlor  to  ufurp  it,  or  fuftain 
fo  much  as  the  very  lowell  Office  in  the  Gofpel  Miniflry ; 
and  that  for  the  Reafon  we  have  been  upon,  becaufe  he  has 

not 
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not  been  ordained  by  a  Succeffor  to  the  Apoftles,  in  whom 
always  according  to  the  original  Inftitution,  the  powers  of 
Ordination  and  Jurifdidion  over  a  plurality  of  Presbyters 
and  Churches  either  in  Facft  or  Right,  that  is  a  capacity  or 
plenitude  of  Power  for  fuch  a  Government,  are  conne6ted ; 
the  Fa6l  he  difowns,  and  the  Right  he  difclaims,  and  there- 
fore from  neither  can  he  make  any  jufl  pretence  to  a  valid 
Ordination. 

I  fliall  now  under  this  fecond  Head  fubjoin  fome  Defences 
of  the  Anfwers,  that  were  made  to  the  Objecftions  which  the 
Remarker  and  his  Party  commonly  urge  againft  Epifcopacy. 
Firfl,  as  to  that  of  A^s  20  1 7,  and  28.  thofe  were  certainly 
prefent  at  that  Meeting  at  Miletus  with  St.  Paul,  among 
whom  he  had  gone  preaching  for  three  Years  in  AJia,  and 
thefe  were  undoubtedly  BiJJiops  about,  as  well  as  the  Elders 
of  the  City  of  Ephefus,  unlefs  we  will  admit  thefe  three 
Abfurdities,  Firft,  that  St.  Paul  travelled  three  Years 
preaching  only  in  Ephefus,  which  who  can  believe,  who  con- 
fiders  not  only  the  Impropriety  of  the  Expreffion,  but  the 
greatnefs  of  his  Work,  and  the  extent  of  his  CommifTion .? 
Secondly,  that  the  Country  BiJJiops  were  fo  difficult  of  accefs 
and  fliff,  that  they  could  not  fo  eafily  be  convened  as  the 
Ephejian  Elders  \  for  the  Remarker  feems  to  hint  fuch  a 
thing,  when  he  fays,  The  Apojlle  was  in  hafl,  and  could  not 
wait  for  them ;  which  who  can  believe  of  fo  good  a  Man } 
And  Thirdly,  That  Timothy,  whom  we  have  proved  by  all 
the  Marks  of  2i  prcelatical  Power  to  have  been  a  BiJJwp,  and 
whom  the  Remarker  fays  was  prefent,  was  flill  an  Elder  and 
no  more  ;  and  therefore  unlefs  we  will  grant  thefe  Abfurdi- 
ties, we  mufl;  conclude,  that  there  were  BiJJiops  prefent  as 

well 
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well  as  Presbyters.  Secondly,  As  to  Tit.  i.  7.  as  it  was 
neceffary  that  Titus  at  his  firft  Refidence  in  the  Ifland, 
fhould  ordain  Elders  in  every  City,  fo  as  the  number  of 
Chriftians  and  Congregations  in  each  City  increafed,  it  was 
neceffary  he  fliould  ordain  BiJJwps  to  prefide  over  the  Pres- 
byters and  Churches  that  were  in  each  City.  For  it  is  moll 
probable  that  in  the  dawning  of  the  Gofpel,  when  there  were 
fo  few  of  thofe  Lights  the  BiJJwps,  that  one  BiJJiop  not  only 
ordained  Presbyters  but  Prelates  too,  tho'  Antiquity  tells  us 
Timothy  was  a  Metropolitan. 

Thirdly,  All  this  to  be  replied  and  applied  unto  i  Tim.  3. 
2 — 7.  And  however  ftrange  the  Remarker  may  think  that 
St.  Paul  did  not  exprefs  himfelf  in  Language  fignificant  to 
his  Apprehenfions,  it  is  much  more  ftrange  that  he  fliould 
fault  the  Conducft  of  an  infpired  Apojlle.  However  for  his 
Satisfa6fion  in  this  Point,  I  remit  him  to  St.  Chryf.  whom  he 
will  find  giving  a  very  good  Reafon,  why  there  is  little  faid 
to  or  of  Presbyters.,  where  BiJJiops  were  prefent,  or  men- 
tioned, in  Hom.  1 1  on  i  Tim  3.  Edit.  Savil.  Tom.  4. 
P.  289.  A  peri  Epifcopoon  eipe  tauta  kai  tois  Presbuterois 
armottei  tee  gar  Cheirotonia  monee  Uper  bebeekaji  kai  totito 
monon  dioikouji  pleonektein  tous  Presbuterous.  Implying, 
That  the  fa77ie  Rules  given  to  Bifhops,  may  be  applied  to 
Presbyters,  excepting  only  the  Cafe  of  Ordination,  which  was 
peculiar  to  Bifhops. 

Fourthly,  As  to  Phil.  i.  i.  it  is  certain  that  Philippi  wdiS 
a  chief  City  of  Macedonia,  AHs  16.  12.  round  which  were 
doubtlefs  a  great  many  Churches  and  BifJiops,  who  might  be 
denominated  from  the  Metropolis ;  I  fay  doubtlefs,  becaufe 
it   is  pafl  all  doubt   but  that  thefe   People    were   mightily 

increafed 
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increafed  in  Numbers,  and  exceedingly  commended  for  their 
Piety  and  Virtues  by  St.  Vaul  in  that  Epiftle,  and  as  the 
Exigencies  of  the  Churches  required,  the  Governours  un- 
queftionably  often  met  to  confult  about  the  common  Con- 
cerns of  Chriflianity ;  for  they  were  defired  to  flrive  together 
for  the  Faith  of  the  Gofpel,  v.  27.  And  therefore  it  was  no 
greater  a  Solocifm  in  St.  Vaul,  to  write  to  the  BiJJiops  at 
Yhilippi,  than  it  would  be  to  write  to  the  BiJJiops  at  London, 
in  the  fitting  of  the  Convocation,  tho'  we  know  there  is  but 
one  BiJJiop  of  London.  And  notwithftanding  all  he  has  faid 
againfl  the  Tranflation  offered  in  the  Modcft  Proof,  there  is 
nothing  in  the  Original  that  hinders  it  being  exa6lly  fo  ren- 
dered ;  unlefs  it  be  the  Caufe  of  Epifcopacy.  The  Cafe 
indeed  may  be  otherwife  where  the  Original  will  allow,  but 
the  Senfe  will  not  fuffer  the  Tranflation,  left  it  fliould  fuffer. 
Fifthly,  As  to  what  he  trifles  about  the  Identity  of  Names, 
I  obferve  firft.  That  it  is  certain  great  Perfonages  are  fome- 
times  ftiled  from  the  loweft  Offices  they  fuftain ;  and  yet  it 
muft  always  be  allowed  without  any  Diminution  to  their 
Charaflers,  to  which  higher  Appellations  are  likewife  due. 
Secondly,  That  it  is  a  very  laudable  Attempt  in  many  great 
Divines  (tho'  faulted  by  our  Remarker)  to  reconcile  their 
proper  Names  to  their  Offices ;  tho'  after  different  Methods, 
yet  all  concurring  in  the  fame  general  Defign,  of  bringing 
the  different  Orders  to  their  refpe6live  Appellations,  accord- 
ingr  to  the  Diftindlions  we  find  founded  in  their  Nature. 
Thirdly,  That  the  Remarker  is  refolved  to  have  two  of  thefe 
common  and  promifcuous  Names,  as  he  calls  them,  and 
appropriate  them  to  one  Office,  and  like  an  Ambidexter, 
with  one  or  other  of  them,  repel  the  Force  of  any  Argument. 

Fourthly, 
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Fourthly,  That  when  a  BiJJwp  is  mentioned,  is  always 
underftood  one  of  the  higheft  of  the  facred  Order,  who  is 
alfo  a  Yresbyter  and  Deacon.  When  a  Yresbyter  is  men- 
tioned, one  that  is  alfo  certainly  a  Deacon,  and  who  may  by 
fome  peculiar  Circumflances  appear  to  be  alfo  a  BiJJiop. 
And  when  a  Deacon  is  mentioned,  the  lowefl  Order  of 
Church  Officers,  but  by  a  narrow  infpedtion  into  Times  and 
Circumflances,  and  the  Occafions  of  mentioning  him  under 
that  Charafler,  may  be  a6tually  at  the  fame  time,  not  only  a 
Yresbyter,  but  a  BiJJiop.  And  this  for  the  Identity  of 
Names.  Sixthly,  As  to  that  of  Matth.  20.  25.  it's  certain 
our  Saviour's  Anfwer  was  pertinent  to  the  Petition,  and 
there  is  nothing  that  appears  in  either,  intended  of  Church 
Authority;  for  the  two  Apoftles  imagining  that  their  Mafter 
was  to  be  a  Temporal  Prince,  were  willing  by  their  maternal 
Advice  and  Requefl,  to  befpeak  Advancement  in  that  King- 
dom ;  and  therefore  not  a  BiJJwprick,  but  fome  Principality 
or  fecular  Dominion.  The  Argument  therefore  in  this 
Inflance,  is  wide  of  the  Cafe  and  impertinent. 

Seventhly,  As  to  i  Yet.  5.  23.  it's  certain,  that  whatever 
Defe(5ls  of  Ingenuity  or  Knowledge  ^r.  Remarker  diiicoN^x^ 
he  is  fure  to  make  it  up  in  Malice,  here  infmuating  that  the 
EngliJJi  BiJJiop s  are  confecrated  Lords  BiJJiops,  as  Succeffors 
in,  or  Partakers  of  that  Temporal  Kingdom  the  Brethren 
dreamt  of;  whereas  the  Title  of  Lords  proceeds  only  from 
the  Munificence  of  Yrinces,  as  the  Rewards  of  the  BiJJiop'^ 
Piety  and  Services,  and  for  the  greater  Honour  and  Rever- 
ence to  their  Chara6ler ;  and  the  Temporalities  are  beflowed 
for  the  fupport  of  their  Dignity,  and  to  enable  them  for  A6ls 
of  Charity  and  Hofpitality;  and  therefore  our  EngliJJi 
VOL.  II. —  II  BiJJiops 
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BiJJtops  would  be  equally  Chrijfs  BiJJwps,  if  they  were  no 
Lords  and  had  no  Lands ;  tho'  for  the  Reafons  given,  it  is 
jufl  and  neceffary  they  fliould  be  the  one,  and  have  the 
other,  and  be  treated  with  Decency  and  good  Manners. 

Laflly.  As  to  i  Tim.  4.  14.  I  am  willing  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  Author  he  has  appeal'd  unto,  whofe  Words  on 
the  Place  I  fhall  fet  down  in  his  own  Language,  to  avoid 
the  Infults  that  have  been  given  on  this  Occafion,  and  alfo 
the  Tranflation  for  the  fake  of  thofe  who  underftand  not  the 
Original. 

Ou  peri  Presbuteroon  phejin  en  tauta  alia  peri  Epifcopoon 
ou  gar  de  Presbuteroi  ton  Epifcopon  ekeirotonoun  Chr.  in 
Loc.  He  doth  not /peak  here  of  Presbyters,  but  of  BiJJwps, 
for  Presbyters  did  not  ordain  the  Bifliop.  Or  I  refer  him  to 
his  own  abufed  Calvin,  who  underftands  it  of  the  Office.  I 
fay  his  own  abufed  Calvin,  for  that  tho'  in  moft  things  he  is 
on  his  own  fide,  yet  becaufe  he  had  frankly  confeffed  a 
known  Truth,  that  Epifcopacy  was  the  primitive  Church 
Government,  he  brings  him  in  talking  this  Nonfenfe,  p.  53. 
Out  of  the  Order  of  Elders,  they  chofe  preaching  and  ruling 
Elders ;  whereas  there  is  not  a  Word  of  thofe  Elders  in  the 
Place  he  refers  to,  but  the  three  Orders  of  Minillers  which 
the  ancient  Church  retained,  according  to  the  Scriptures. 
And  p.  17.  he  tranflates  Secundo  loco,  the  Time  of  their 
Miffion.  I  call  upon  him  therefore  to  confefs,  that  either  he 
defi^ned  to  abufe  that  Gentleman  in  the  Tranflation,  or  that 
he  did  not  underfland  his  Language,  and  fo  could  not  help  it. 

He  had  better  let  Dr.  Scott  been  at  refl,  for  he  has  raifed 
a  Ghofl  he  can  never  conjure,  nor  all  the  Diffenters  in  the 
World  ever   anfwer   the   Dolors   Argument.      For   there 

being 
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being  only  a  ceafing  of  the  Apoflles  extraordinary  Powers, 
but  no  Repeal  of  the  Inftitution  of  the  Apoftolical  Order ; 
and  the  Reafons  whereon  it  was  founded  manifeftly  continu- 
ing, it  can  never  be  allowed  to  be  difcontinued,  which  would 
alfo  fuppofe  a  violation  of  the  Divine  Promife,  that  it  fhould 
continue  to  the  end  of  the  World;  And  all  T)!.  Barrows 
Specialties  relate  only  to  the  Apojlles  peculiar  and  extraor- 
dinary Gifts  and  Priviledges  ;  the  not  obferving  of  which 
Diflindlion,  (only  when  it  can  ferve  a  turn)  is  the  Protoji 
pfeudos  that  runs  thro'  the  Remarks. 

And  now  I  hope  what  has  been  faid  is  fufficient  to  convi(5l 
him  of  having  this  Symptom  of  Intemperance  upon  him, 
That  he  is  tenacious  of  his  Opinions,  againft  the  cleareft 
Evidence,  and  that  he  affirms  and  denies  any  thing  at  his 
pleafure,  and  without  any  Proof  but  his  bare  Word.  I  pro- 
ceed to  the 

Third  Charge  that  he  has  upon  him,  that  Sign  of  Intem- 
perance, that  he  is  full  of  Inconfiftencies,  and  not  only  con- 
tradi6ls  others,  but  himfelf :  And  as  to  the  former  part,  I 
think  I  have  made  it  appear,  that  he  has  very  inconfiftently 
with  Truth  or  Manners,  contradi61;ed  the  beft  and  wifelt  of 
Men,  and  that  he  contradi6ts  himfelf,  fmce  perhaps  he  will 
not  take  my  Word,  I  hope  he  will  take  his  own,  and  believe 
his  dear  felf,  when  he  talks  at  random  after  this  manner, 
p.  48,  //  cant  be  proved  but  that  Timothy  was  an  itinerant 
MiJJionary,  having  no  particular  Relation  to  the  Church  of 
Ephefus ;  and  then  tacks  about  and  denies  it  all,  p.  56.  and 
fays,  Timothy  was  to  abide  at  Ephefus,  Ch.  i.  23.  and  not  to 
travel  from  City  to  City.  I  leave  him  when  he  is  fober,  to 
reconcile  himfelf  with  himfelf,  and  go  to  the 

Laft 
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Laft  Sign  I  mentioned  of  his  being  inflamed  with  Intem- 
perance, and  that  is  his  being  foon  angry,  and  very  quarrel- 
fome  without  Provocation ;  elfe,  why  occajional  Perjury  ? 
the  modeft  Gentleman  he  was  InarHng  at,  had  faid  nothing 
to  raife  his  Choler,  unlefs  it  was  infinuating,  that  Monarchy 
and  Prelacy  mutually  fupport  each  other,  and  that  Schifm 
and  Sedition  are  near  a-kin  ;  and  I  verily  believe  this  was 
the  Cafe,  and  he  was  touched  in  the  tender  Part ;  for 
neither  he  nor  any  of  his  Party  are  willing  to  hear  this  fad 
Truth,  That  Presbytery  was  hardly  any  where  ever  eftab- 
lifhed,  but  on  the  Ruins  of  Kings  or  Kingdoms.     None  but 

an   angry   Non-con   C b  would  have    given    the  Name 

of  prating  Coxcomb  to  a  BiJJiop  or  Deacon,  and  that  meerly 
becaufe  he  performs  his  Office  according  to  the  Powers  of 
its  Original  Inftitution.  And  why  fo  angry  with  My  Lords 
the  BiJJwps  ?  Is  the  Plumb  green  becaufe  it  is  fo  high  ? 
Sure  they  ought  to  be  treated  with  Deference  and  Diftinc- 
tion,  on  account  of  their  Titles  that  are  of  Regal  Creation. 
But  I  muft  quit  his  Company,  left  I  alfo  fhould  feem  to 
grow  angry  at  his  intolerable  Infolencies. 

But  here  perhaps  the  Remarker  may  alledge,  I  have  mif- 
taken  him,  and  that  by  Sobriety  he  meant  Modejly  and  Integ- 
rity;  I  fliall  therefore  reprefent  him  to  you  in  the  Drefe  of 
thofe  pretended  Charaflers,  that  it  may  be  known  what 
right  he  has  to  wear  them  ;  And  I  have  referved  this  View  of 
him  to  this  Place,  being  unwilling  to  mingle  with  the  Dif- 
pute,  what  did  not  originally  concern  it. 

Now  if  to  appeal  to  the  venerable  Order  of  BiJJwps  (for 
fo  mofl  of  them  were  whom  he  cites  to  vouch  for  him)  to 
condemn   their  own   Powers,  and  confefs   themfelves  bold 

Ufurpers 
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Ufurpers  upon  the  Rights  of  Presbyters  and  People,  as  hold- 
ing an  unlawful  Oflice,  by  as  unwarrantable  a  Tenure ;  or  if 
to  fummon  Perfons  of  the  moft  unfufpe61ed  Veracity,  to 
affirm  as  Truth,  what  they  knew  to  be  falfe,  and  e  contra  ; 
or  if  to  put  them  to  the  Torture  to  fpeak  againft  their 
Knowledge ;  or  if  laflly  to  pervert  and  wreft  their  Words  to 
a  Meaning,  the  dire6l  contrary  whereof  they  were  defigned 
to  exprefs,  be  modejl  and  Jincere ;  then  the  Remarker  is  the 
Man  he  pretends  to  be ;  for  this  is  his  very  Cafe,  and  has 
been  his  laboured  Pra6lice.  That  herein  I  do  him  Juflice,  I 
fhall  produce  thofe  Evidences  he  has  had  the  Modefty  to 
call  upon  as  Witneffes  to  his  Opinion. 

Firft  then,  let  us  hear  what  was  the  Judgment  of  Cle^nens 
Bifliop  of  Rome  on  the  Cafe ;  he,  to  fhow  that  the  Terms 
whereby  the  Offices  of  the  Chriflian  Miniftry  are  expreffed, 
had  been  ufed  of  old,  cites  If.  60.  17.  in  thefe  Words,  (but  in 
a  different  Edition  of  the  Septuagint  from  what  is  now  in 
ufe)  Katajiefoo  tous  Epifcopous  aufoon  en  dikaiofune  Kai  tous 
Diaconous  autoon  en  Pijlei.  I  will  appoint  them  Bijhops  in 
Righteoufnefsy  and  Deacons  in  Faith.  And  accordingly 
accomodating  the  Terms  of  the  Jewifh  to  the  Chriftian 
Hierarchy^  fays,  To  gar  Archierei  idiai  leitoiirgiai  dedomenai 
eiji,  kai  tois  iereujtji  idios  0  topos  projletaktai  kai  Leuitais 
idiai  Diakoniai  epikeinto.  Ep.  ad  Cor.  Cap.  40.  Oxo7t. 
1677.  The  Chief  Priefls,  fays  he,  have  afjigned  them  their 
particular  FtmBions^  the  Priefls  their  proper  Places,  and  the 
Deacons  their  peculiar  Miniflries. 

The  next  is  Policarp,  whom  Eufebitis,  Lib.  4.  Cap.  14. 
out  of  Iren.  Lib.  3.  Cap.  3.  tells  us,  was  Upo  Apofloloon  e7i 
tee  Ecclefia  en  Smurna  O  Epifcopos  kata/latheis,  Appointed 

BiJIiop 
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BiJIiop  in  the  Church  of  Smyrna  by  the  ApoJiles\  who  in 
his  Epiftle  to  the  Philippians,  Se6t.  13.  Edit.  Oxon.  1709. 
highly  extols  St.  Ignatius'^  Epiftles,  which  he  fent  to  that 
People  with  his  own,  recommending  them  as  exceeding 
Ufeful  both  for  Faith  and  Pracflice.  Now  in  thefe  Epiftles 
we  find  thefe  Exprefiions,  Too  Epifcopoo  upotaj/efike  00s  too 
kurioo.  Be/ubjefl  to  the  BiJJiop  as  imto  the  Lord.  Aideijlhe 
kai  ton  Epifcopon  Umoon  oos  Chrijlon.  Reverence  your 
BiJJiop  as  you  would  Chrijl,  Epifl.  ad  Trail.  S.  2.  3.  Edit. 
Smith  Oxon  and  £p.  ad  Smyrn.  Aneu  tou  Epi/copou  mee- 
den  prattein,  Nothing  to  be  done  without  the  BiJJiop.     A 

Third  is  Jerom,  who  in  Ep.  ad  Ev.  fays,  Ut  Jciamus  Tra- 
ditiones  Apojiolicas  Jumptas  de  veteri  Tejlamento  quod  Aaron 
&  Filii  ejus  atquce  Levita  Juerunt  in  Temp  to,  hoc  Jibi  et 
Epijcopi  et  Presbyteri,  et  Diaconi  vendicant  in  Ecclejia,  That 
we  may  know  tJte  Apojiolical  Traditions  concerning  tJie  Old 
Tejlament,  wJiat  Aaron  and  his  Sons  were  in  tJie  Temple,  tJie 
Jame  were  BiJJiops,  Presbyters  and  Deacons  in  tJie  CJiurch. 
Which  exa6lly  accords  with  St.  Clement  above,  as  he  does 
with  him  in  his  Comment  on  the  fore-cited  Text  of  IJaiaJt, 
and  thence  infers,  Principes  futuros  EccleJicB  Epijcopos  nomi- 
navit,  tJie  Juture  Prifices  of  the  CJiurch  are  tJiere  called 
BiJJiops.     A 

Fourth  is  St.  Atigijline,  Bifliop  of  Hippo,  whofe  Comple- 
ment to  St.  Jerom  the  Remarker  perverts,  mif-tranflates, 
and  leaves  out  a  part  of  the  Sentence  which  would  ex- 
plain the  whole.  The  Sentence  is  in  Ep.  ad  Hieron. 
Quanquam  Jecundum  honorem  vocabulorum  qucB  jam  ufus 
obtinuit,  Epijcopatus  Presbyterio  m.ajor  Jit,  multis  tamen 
in   rebus   Augijlino    Hieronymus   major  ejl,    Althd  Epif- 
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copacy  be  greater  than  Presbytery,  according  to  the  Honour 
of  Words  now  in  tife,  yet  yerom  is  greater  tha^i  Auguf- 
tine.  Which  is  only  defigned  as  a  Commendation  of  St. 
yerom,  but  not  a  Difparagement  to  his  own  Order.  But 
now  let  us  hear  himfelf  upon  the  Point,  in  Ep.  42.  ad  Fratr. 
Madaur.  Edit.  Balil  1556.  Chrijiiana  Societas  per  fedes 
Apojiolorum,  et  fuccej/iones  Epi/coporum,  certa  per  Orbem 
propagatione  diffunditur.  The  ChriJIian  Church  is  fpread 
over  the  World  through  the  Apojiolical  Sees,  and  the  fucef- 
Jion  of  BiJJiops  therein.  And  of  what  value  this  Succeffion 
was  with  him,  we  may  fee  Ep.  165.  where  he  fays,  Si  ordo 
Epifcoporum  fibi  fuccedentium  conjiderandiis  eft,  quanto  cer~ 
tius  et  vero  falubriter  ab  ipfo  Petro  mimeramus.  If  the 
Order  of  BifJiops  fucceeding  one  another  be  confiderable,  we 
take  the  fur  eft  and  the  faf eft  Way,  who  reckon  from  St.  Peter, 
and  then  gives  a  Lift  of  the  Roman  Bifltops ;  fo  that  he 
who  was  fo  hearty  for  a  Succeffion  of  Biftiops,  was  far  from 
being  a  Witnefs  that  there  were  never  any  at  all.      A 

Fifth  is  St.  Ambrofe  Bifliop  of  Millain,  the  Commenta- 
ries on  the  Epiftles  which  go  under  his  Name,  fay  in  Epifi. 
ad  Eph.  Cap.  4.  Timotheum,  a  fe  creatum  Presbyterum 
Epifcopum  nominat.  He  calls  Timothy  a  Biftiop  who  had 
been  a  Presbyter.  And  in  Ep.  ad  Tit.  Titum  Apoflolus  con- 
fecravit  Epifcopum,  the  Apoftle  confecrated  Titus  a  Bifltop. 
And  nothing  can  be  more  exprefs  to  the  Purpofe  than  what 
he  fays  in  Lib.  de  Dignit.  Sacerd.  Cap.  3.  A  Hud  eft  enim 
quod  ab  Epifcopo  requirit  Deus,  et  a  Hud  quod  a  Presbytero,  et 
aliud  quod  a  Diacono.  God  requires  one  thing  of  Biftiops, 
another  ofVresbyters,  and  another  of  Deacons.  From  whence 
it  follows,  that  if  they  were  three  kinds  of  Church  Ofificers  in 

his 
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his  Judgment  accountable  unto  God,  that  he  thought  they 
difcharsced  three  diftin6l  Offices. 

Sedulius  is  of  the  fame  Opinion  with  Jerom,  whom  we 
have  produced  on  the  fide  of  Epi/copacy,  and  Primatius  the 
fame  with  St.  Chryfofto^n,  whofe  Judgment  on  the  Cafe  we 
have  feen.  And  on  i  Tim.  3.  he  gives  the  fame  Reafon  as 
Chryfoji.  why  Yresbyters  are  not  named.  Eos  in  Epifcoporum 
ordine  comprehendit  quia /ectmdus,  That  Order  as  next  unto 
it,  is  comprehended  in  the  Epifcopate. 

Theodoret  on  1  Tim.  is  fo  plain  for  BiJJiops  being  the 
Apojiles  Succeffors,  that  he  fays  thofe  who  are  now  called 
BiJJiops,  were  at  firft  called  Apojiles;  and  Theopkilafl in  Arg. 
in  Ep.  ad  Tit.  Edit.  Lond.  1636.  O  Titos  oon  Epijcopos  tees 
Kreetees  Magalees^  That  Titus  was  BiJJiop  of  the  great  Crete. 

As  for  Epiphanius's  Teflimony  concerning  Aerius,  rather 
than  admit  it,  the  Remarker  will  give  him  up  to  the  Yapijls, 
tho'  m.any  learned  Men  have  defended  him  from  allowing 
any  more  than  commemorative  Prayers.  But  fuppofmg 
him  in  an  Error  in  one  Point,  will  it  follow,  that  all  he  fays 
is  falfe  1  if  that  be  admitted  as  a  Rule,  the  Remarker^  Tefli- 
mony muft  never  be  allowed  in  any  Cafe ;  for  I  appeal  to 
the  World,  that  I  have  dete6fed  him  guilty  of  a  great  many 
Errors.  But  befides  this  Teflimony,  we  have  St.  Aug.  con- 
demning that  Heretick,  for  this  very  Reafon,  Qiwd  ajjeverat 
Presbyterum  ab  Ejijcopo  nulla  differentia  debere  di/lingui. 
Aug.  Lib.  de  Heret.  Becauje  he  acknowledged  no  difference 
between  a  Biffiop  and  a  Presbyter. 

And  thus  have  we  the  Senfe  of  thofe  Fathers  upon  the 
Difpute,  whom  the  Remarker  has  had  the  modefty  to  affirm 
to  be  on  his  fide  of  it. 

And 
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And  by  the  way  I  would  obferve,  that  notwithftanding 
his  learned  Criticifm  upon  the  Word  Presbuterion,  that  in 
the  Language  of  the  Greek  Fathers  Cheirotonia  Presbuteriou 
flands  for  the  Decree  or  Order  of  Presbyterat,  as  is  plain 
Eu/eb.  Lib.  6.  Cap.  20.  fpeaking  there  of  Origens,  being 
invited  to  difpute,  tho'  he  had  not  as  yet  obtained  the 
Decree  of  Presbyterat,  exprefly  there  called  Cheirotonian 
Presbuteriou. 

But  to  make  a  juft  Improvement  on  the  Remarkers  pre- 
tence to  this  Virtue,  I  would  fubfume,  that  it  amounts  to  no 
lefs  than  a  Demonftration,  that  Epifcopal  Government  is  of 
a  Divine  Original,  and  that  upon  thefe  Reafons : 

Firfl;,  That  in  Fadl  it  being  found  in  the  primitive 
Church,  no  Time  can  be  affigned  but  the  Apojiolical  when 
it  begun., 

Secondly,  That  it  was  fo  far  from  being  fet  up  by  the 
fecular  Power,  that  it  was  the  Government  of  the  Church 
in  the  heat  of  the  fiercefl  Perfecutions,  wherein  the  BiJJtops 
efpecially,  were  in  a  manner  fure  of  a  Crown  of  Martyrdom. 

Thirdly,  That  if  Epifcopacy  was  not  coeval  with  Chriftian- 
ity,  it  would  be  a  Miracle  that  at  one  and  the  fame  Inflant, 
the  Government  of  the  Church  fhould  become  univerfally 
prelatical,  for  fo  we  find  it  every  where  eflablifhed  where 
Chriftianity  was  planted.     And 

Fourthly,  That  it  would  be  no  lefs  Wonderful,  that  there 
fhould  be  no  Envy  or  Ambition  among  any  of  the  Presbyters, 
as  not  to  complain  and  remonftrate  againft  the  Prcelates 
Encroachments  on  their  Priviledges,  before  the  Heretick 
Aerius,  nor  any  of  them  have  fo  much  Goodnefs  and  Refo- 
lution,  as  not  to  affert  their  own  Authority  againft  thofe 
VOL,  II.  —  12  unreafonable 
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unreafonable  Ufurpations  upon  their  Powers,  had  they 
efteemed  them  fuch. 

And  therefore  upon  the  whole,  it  muft  be  granted,  that 
whether  by  Miracles,  or  (which  is  moft  evident)  by  Chrijl 
and  his  Apoftles  Epifcopacy  was  ellabliflied,  it  is  every  way 
of  a  Divine  Original. 

But  as  if  it  was  not  criminal  enough  to  break  open  the 
Monuments  of  Antiquity,  and  bring  forth  thofe  Reverend 
Perfons  to  difown  their  avowed  Principles,  &  deny  their 
known  Pradlice,  he  has  the  Sincerity  to  apply  to  others  of  a 
later  Date,  for  the  fame  purpofe ;  and  even  where  the  Falla- 
cies lie  more  liable  to  Difcovery.  Thus  he  faflens  upon 
Bifhop  Jewel,  to  extort  fuch  Confeffions  from  him  as  may 
fpeak  his  Senfe :  St.  Augujline  as  quoted  by  him  on  this 
Head,  has  been  already  vindicated  from  his  Calumny  and 
Cavils ;  St.  Jerom  (unfairly  cited  by  him)  is  brought  in  by 
the  Bifhop  faying,  Omnes  tamen  Epifcopi  quicunque  /unt, 
funt  Succejfores  Apojlolorum,  Apol.  p.  167.  AllBiJhops  what- 
ever are  the  Apoftles  SucceJ/brs.  Andgivinghisown  Senfe 
of  the  matter,  and  that  of  the  Church  he  was  defending,  he 
fays,  Varios  in  Ecclefta  ejffe  Ordines  Miniftrorum,  alios  ejfe 
Diaconos,  alios  Presbyteros,  alios  Epifcopos,  quibus  inftitutio 
populi,  et  Religionis  cura  et  procuratio  commijfa  eft,  ApoL 
p.  2^.  Edit.  Lond.  1692.  There  are  feveral  Orders  of  Minifters 
in  the  Church,  ft)me  Deacons,  fome  Presbyters,  fome  Biftiops,  to 
whom  the  cure  Souls,  and  the  care  of  Religion  is  committed. 
Thus  BiQiop  Jewel.  With  the  fame  degrees  of  Integrity 
would  he  impofe  upon  the  World  in  the  Inftance  of  Arch- 
Bifhop  Whitgift,  who  in  the  place  he  refers  to,  only  denies 
the  extraordinary  Powers  of  the  Apoftles  to  be  continued ; 

but 
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but  for  what  of  their  Power  is  continuing,  let  us  hear  him- 
felf  in  his  Difpute  upon  this  very  Point  with  Cartwright, 
where  he  tells  him,  Forafmuch  as  you  greatly  contemn 
Authority^  and  would  have  all  things  proved  by  Scripture^ 
let  me  hear  a  Word  of  the  fame  that  doth  but  intimate  the/e 
Offices  to  be  temporal  \  the  place  it  felf feemeth  to  import  a  con- 
tinuance of  thefe  Fu7i5lions  unto  the  coming  of  Chrifl,  for  he 
faith,  Eph.  4.  ii.  He  gave  fome  Apojlles^  &c.  I  am  perfwaded 
you  cannot  fhew  any  like  place  which  doth  fo  plainly  import 
the  abrogating  of  them^  as  this  doth  make  for  their  continu- 
ance. A.  B.  Whit  gift's  Defence  of  the  Anfwer  to  the  Ad- 
monition, TraH:  4.  Pages  229,  230. 

He  miftakes  the  Principle  Arch-Bifhop  Bancroft  went 
upon,  which  was,  that  the  Epifcopate  contained  in  it  felf  the 
inferiour  Orders,  and  therefore  he  looked  on  fuch  as  had 
only  Presbyterian  Ordination  to  be  meer  Lay-men,  and  in 
this  he  had  Precedents  in  the  extraordinary  Cafes  of  Am- 
brofe  made  Bifhop  of  Millain,  at  the  Inftance  of  the  Em^ 
peror  Valentinian,  and  Ne£larius  of  Conjlantinople,  the  like 
Inftance  of  Theodofius,  without  going  through  the  interme- 
diate probational  Stations. 

Tho'  Henry  the  Eighth  as  an  arbitrary  Prince  obliged 
the  Bifhops  to  take  out  Royal  Licenfes  for  the  exercife  of 
their  Spiritual  Authority,  yet  furely  they  derived  that  from 
no  King  but  Jefus  :  And  tho'  Arch-Bifhop  Cranmer  rather 
yielded  too  far  to  the  Humour  of  that  King,  tho'  for  a  good 
End,  the  better  to  promote  the  Reformation,  yet  Mr.  Strype, 
in  his  Life  tells  us,  that  being  afkt  if  a  Bifhop  can  make  a 
Priejl,  repliedy  We  read  not  that  any  other  not  being  a  BiJIiop, 
hathjince  the  beginning  of  Chrifls  Church  ordained  a  Priefl. 

If 
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If  a  perverfe  Slander  be  a  Sign  of  Integrity,  the  Remarker 
has  it  upon  him,  in  affirming  the  Ire^iicum  to  have  been 
wrote  by  any  Bifliop  of  Worcejler,  and  as  to  what  is  or  can 
be  made  of  it,  {lands  all  for  nothing,  for  the  reafon  of  this 
Promife,  that  when  the  Remarker  fhall  a6t  the  ingenuous 
part  of  the  Dean  of  St.  Pauts,  who  by  the  Unreafonablenefs 
of  Separation,  confuted  the  ReH-or  of  Sutton^  Irenicum,  by 
expreffing  his  Sorrow  for  walling  his  Time  in  writing  the 
Remarks,  in  the  penitential  Signals  of  a  publick  Retra6lion, 
taking  fome  Pains  to  refute  his  own  Quibbles,  and  unravel 
the  Sophifms  which  he  fludied  for  difguifmg  the  Truth,  and 
deceiving  the  World,  we  will  never  after  that  charge  upon 
him  the  Difgrace  of  having  been  the  Author  of  that  fcan- 
dalous  Performance. 

If  the  Remarker  will  read  A.  B.  Spot/wood's  Hiflory  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  from  p^i^Z^o  p.  i6o.  and  Retries  on 
the  fame  Subje6l,  from/.  232  to/.  380.  he  will  find,  (con- 
trary to  the  falfe  Pofition  he  has  laid  down)  that  the  Scotch 
Superintendants  had  power  of  Ordination,  which  they  called 
Admiffion,  of  Vifitation,  Tranflation,  Depofition,  holding 
Diocefan  Synods,  receiving  Appeals,  judging  Divorces,  in- 
joining  Pennance,  and  in  a  Word,  doing  every  thing  that  is 
properly  Epifcopal. 

And  if  he  will  read  Father  Paul's  Hiflory  of  the  Council 
of  Trent,  from  /.  573.  to/.  687.  he'l  find,  that  the  Popes 
Legates  there  ufed  all  their  Endeavours  to  overthrow  Epif- 
copacy ;  which  wicked  Defign  however  the  Gallican  Bifhops 
chiefly  as  ftrenuoufly  oppofed,  and  maintained  Epifcopacy  to 
be  Jure  Divino ;  fo  that  had  the  Pope  then  obtained  his 
Ends,  Presbyterian  Government  would  have  been  fet  up  in 

all 
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all  the  Popifh  Countries  and  the  Pope  been  Moderator,  and 
would  ftill  if  he  could,  fo  that  in  him  indeed  Presbytery  has 
a  Patron  and  a  Pillar,  and  the  Remarker  a  Friend  to  his 
Caufe,  tho'  that  is  not  the  only  Point  wherein  they  meet. 

But  finding  no  Friends  at  home,  the  Remarker  lays  afide 
all  his  modeft  Pretences  to  their  Suffrages  and  with  an  Air 
of  Affurance  would  look  for  fome  Countenance  abroad,  but 
for  all  his  Confidence,  he  needs  not  be  fo  fanguine  to  think 
that  he  is  much  in  the  Favour  of  any  there ;  for  I  might 
produce  the  moft  confiderable  of  the  foreign  Divines,  pro- 
nouncing folemn  Anathemas  upon  the  rebellious  Separatifls 
from  the  E^igliJJi  Epifcopal  Communion,  and  make  it  appear 
that  they  ftand  condemned  Schifinaticks  by  the  Judgment 
of  Calvin,  Beza,  Amyrauld,  Claud,  Le  Blanc,  &c.  only  in 
hopes  of  his  becoming  a  Penitent,  I  would  not  increafe  his 
Sorrow,  by  faying  now,  what  they  have  faid  upon  this 
Subje6l. 

But  one  remarkable  Teftimony  is  worth  our  Obfervation, 
and  our  Pains  to  bring  it  out  to  Light,  becaufe  it  has  been 
induftriouHy  concealed,  and  now  not  very  commonly  known, 
and  that  is  of  Mr.  David  Blondel,  the  Coripkcsus  of  all  the 
Parity  Men,  who  having  been  employed  by  the  Wejlminjler 
AJfembly  to  write  his  Apologia  pro  Hieronymo,  concludes  it 
in  Words  to  this  purpofe  ;  By  all  that  we  have  faid  to  ajfert 
the  Rights  of  the  Presbytery,  we  do  not  intend  to  invalidate 
the  ancient  and  Apoflolick  Confiitution  ^Epifcopal  Prehemi- 
nence,  but  we  believe  that  wherefoever  it  is  efiablified  conform- 
able to  the  ancient  Canons,  it  mujl  be  carefully  preferved,  and 
wherefoever  by  fome  heat  of  Contention  or  otherwife  it  has 
been  put  down  or  violated,  it  ought  to  be  reverently  rcflored. 

Which 
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Which  Paffage  being  deftru6live  to  his  Employers  Defign, 
upon  their  vehement  and  reftlefs  Importunity,  he  was  pre- 
vailed upon  to  put  it  out.  So  prevailing  oftentimes  is  Party 
Affed;ion  and  Interefl  over  Truth.  Now  that  this  is  Fa6t, 
we  have  the  Teftimony  of  Dr.  Peter  Du  Moulin  in  his  Let- 
ter to  Dr.  Durell,  to  be  feen  in  the  laft  Page  of  the  4th  Vol. 
of  the  Memoirs  of  Literature,  written  by  Monfieur  La 
Rocque,  wherein  Dtt.  Moulin  fays  he  had  the  certain  Ac- 
count of  this  Affair,  not  only  from  Primate  UJJier,  but  from 
Mr.  David  Blondel  himfelf,  in  a  Letter  to  his  Brother. 

And  now  upon  the  whole  of  the  Remarkers  pretences  to 
thofe  Characters  of  Modefty  and  Integrity,  however  fome 
may  call  evil  good,  yet  Vice  and  Vertue  are  of  unalterable 
Natures,  and  it's  in  vain  to  vail  one  with  the  Appearance 
of  the  other;  for  upon  drawing  afide  the  Curtain,  the  un- 
mafked  Spedacle  will  be  feen  in  its  proper  Habit.  And 
therefore  to  finifli  this  Head,  it  muft  be  granted  me,  that  if 
he  is  abandoned  to  fuch  an  infenfible  State,  that  he  feels  no 
Horror  or  Relenting  at  the  Injuries  and  Indignities  he  has 
offered  to  fome  of  the  greateft  and  beft  of  Men,  what  all  the 
World  befides  himfelf,  and  fuch  whom  Demonflration  can- 
not convince,  will  allow  me,  that  he  has  affumed  Charaders 
he  has  no  Right  in,  or  any  juft  Claim  unto. 

I  fliall  conclude,  by  an  Anfwer  to  all  his  cornuted  Dilem- 
ma's, with  the  Story  of  the  Man  who  had  the  unhappy 
Dilemma  put  to  him,  to  kill  his  Father,  abufe  his  Mother, 
or  be  Drunk ;  whereupon  he  chofe  the  last,  becaufe,  as  he 
thought,  the  leafl  of  the  Evils :  And  when  he  was  under 
that  Diforder,  became  guilty  of  both  the  other  Crimes.  If 
the   Story  is  a  Fable,  the  Moral  is  plain ;  that  a  perfon  in 

the 
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the  Remarkers  Frame,  would  be  guilty  of  the  mofl  unnatural 
Parricide,  in  deftroying  the  Fathers  the  Bifhops,  and  in  fpite 
of  all  the  Ties  of  Gratitude  and  filial  Reverence,  proflitute 
the  Honour  of  his  Mother  the  Church  of  Ens^land  to  his 
vile  Lufts  and  Paflions,  and  expofe  her  to  Contempt  and 
Scorn.  The  Inference  therefore  is  eafy,  that  whoever  would 
avoid  being  involved  in  the  Guilt  of  the  Effecfi:,  mufl  keep 
at  all  poffible  diftance  from  any  Advances  to  the  original 
Caufe.  For  nothing  is  more  certain,  than  that  as  foon  as 
any  one  flarts  from  the  Center  of  Unity,  he  is  liable  to  be 
carried  round  the  Circle  of  Error,  until  he  falls  over  the 
Precipice  from  whence  there  is  no  recovery,  unlefs  by  wife 
Refle6tions,  affifted  by  Divine  Grace,  he  is  brought  to  him- 
felf,  and  back  again  to  his  firft  Principles,  from  whence  he 
unwarrantably  receded. 

Thus,  Sir,  have  I  endeavoured  to  anfwer  if  not  your 
Expectation,  yet  your  Defires,  whereby  I  have  the  Satif- 
fadlion  of  approving  my  felf 

Your  Jincere  and  faithful  Friend. 

May  20.  1724. 
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THE  Adverfaries  to  the  Book  I  have  been  defending, 
offer  themfelves  Evidences  of  its  not  being  fo  con- 
temptible a  Piece  as  they  would  reprefent  it; 
fince  with  all  the  Efforts  of  impotent  Malice,  they 
fly  from  every  Quarter  to  hifs  and  fpit  their  Venom  on 
it :  For  as  I  was  concluding  my  Letter,  the  Prefs  was  deliv- 
ered of  a  mif-fliapen  Produdion,  fprung  from  the  difordered 
Brain  of  one  y.  Dickinfon,  who  with  the  fame  degrees  of 
AlTurance,  as  when  Canting  from  his  Tub,  would  commence 
an  Advocate  for  Presbyterian  Ordination ;  proceeding  on 
the  Principles  peculiar  to  that  Side,  equal  Pretences  to  the 
Modefty  and  Manners  they  are  equal  Strangers  to.  Tho'  it 
mufl  be  owned,  thefe  Scribblers  have  their  fmgular  Tal- 
ents, and  that  the  Remarker  as  much  excels  in  Craft  and 
Quibble,  as  the  Defender  does  in  Vanity  and  Confidence, 
and  therefore  there  muft  be  fome  Difference  in  dealing 
with  them. 

Having 
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Having  then  treated  'Ca^Remarker  as  he  deferves,  I  fhall 
now  Remark  on  the  Defender,  with  refpe6l  to  things  pecu- 
liar to  him ;  and  fhall  not  repeat  what  I  have  faid  to  the 
Inftances  where  they  fall  into  the  fame  Ditch,  in  climbing  y 
over  the  Hedge  defign'd  to  keep  them  out  of  the  Pafloral 
Charge.  For  like  the  Herds  of  other  Animals,  if  one  breaks 
loofe,  all  are  prone  to  follow  the  Tracks  of  the  firft  Tranf- 
grelTors. 

To  dete6l  his  Fallicies,  and  prove  the  Truths  he  has 
denied,  and  illuftrate  thofe  he  has  obfcured,  I  fhall  firft 
animadvert  on  his  Preface  and  Introduction,  and  then  on 
what  the  bold  Pretender  lifps  on  every  Head. 

The  Preface  gives  the  Idea  of  the  Man,  and  difcovering 
his  Petulence  and  Ignorance,  plainly  fhows  the  narrow  View 
he  has,  of  what  Extent  and  Order  the  Myftical  Body  of 
Chrift  has  been  in  all  Ages,  and  is  in  the  prefent;  elfe  how 
could  he  have  fuggefted  that  the  Beft  and  Brighteft  Part  of 
the  Catholick  Church  is  an  upftart  Se6l?  We  will  here 
allow  him  all  the  Club  of  Socinians,  Antinomians,  Muggle- 
tomans,  and  Deifls  in  the  EnglifJi  Nation,  joined  in  a  Con- 
federacy with  all  the  Presbyterians  there,  and  upon  a  fair 
Poll  contend,  that  they  all  together  are  not  One  to  Ten, 
who  are  hearty  and  ftrenuous  AlTertors  of  Epifcopacy  there, 
and  that  all  the  Sectaries  in  -the  World,  are  not  One  to 
Twenty  in  the  Catholick  Church,  who  maintain  it  in  all  its 
Powers  and  Rights. 

And  however  far  Zeal  and  Charity  may  be  the  Obje6ts  of 

thofe  Perfons  Envy,  who  are  of  his  Size  of  thinking,  yet  we 

cannot  allow  it  to  be  an  Excefs  of  one,  or  a  Defe(5l  in  the 

other,  to  deny  the  EnglifJt  Separatift  the  Favour  of  fhroud- 
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ing  themfelves  under  the  Covert  of  Foreign  Churches ;  for 
the  one  oppofe  Epi/copacy,  and  the  Men  of  Learning  and 
Confcience  in  the  other  condemn  them  for  it.  But  here 
with  refpedt  to  all,  the  Maxim  holds  univerfally  true,  That 
if  the  Premiffes  are  juft,  Confequences  make  themfelves, 
which  fuch  are  to  look  to  as  are  affe6led  with  them.  Nor 
does  any  thing  that  is  or  can  be  faid  upon  the  Subje6l,  Un- 

-)    church   any    Proteftants   who   have    proper   Minifters   and 
Sacraments,  neither  doth  it  Unchurch  them  if  they  have 

.,x3^-not,  for  they  never  were,  nor  are  they  now  any  Parts  of  the 
Catholick  Church. 

The  Government  will  doubtlefs  refent  the  advancing  that 
feditious  Pofition,  that  the  Dodrines  of  Paffive  Obedience 
and  Non  Refiftance,  whereon  is  founded  its  own  Security, 
are  Jacobite  Principles^  and  ought  to  be  exploded. 

Pafs  we  now  to  the  Introdu^ion,  a  meer  jingle  of  Words, 
without  Senfe  or  Signification,  unlefs  in  fome  Strokes, 
where  it  was  well  if  they  had  had  none. 

I  have  in  my  Reply  to  the  Remarker,  given  the  Senfe  of 
thofe  venerable  Perfons  on  the  Cafe,  whofe  Voices  the  De- 
fender has  the  Affurance  to  follicit  for  him,  and  fhall  only 
add,  that  the  Reafon  why  DiJ/enters  are  fo  fond  of  Aerius, 
feems  to  be,  that  he  being  branded  for  an  Arian  as  well  as 
Schifmatick,  they  are  willing  to  pay  a  Deference  to  his 
Opinions  in  Do6lrine,  as  well  as  in  Difcipline. 

The  Author  of  the  Modejl  Proof  would  have  fuppofed 
fome  difference  betwixt  Popery  and  Presbytery,  by  alledging, 
that  tho'  Epifcopal  Rights  had  deen  early  ufurped  upon  by 
the  Papal  Hierarchy,  yet  that  they  had  not  been  difputed 
by  the  other  for  1400  Years  together;  but  this  the  Defender 

won't 
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won't  grant,  but  infers  that  becaufe  there  were  Papal  Ufur- 
pations  on  that  Order,  therefore  Presbyterian  Government 
was  fet  up  at  Rome  before  that  Period. 

But  fuppofing  the  Defender  and  the  Pope  agreed  not  only 
in  that  Point,  but  in  that  of  Infallibilility,  yet  I  do  not  con- 
ceive him  fo  incapable  of  Error,  as  to  have  had  any  Occa- 
fion  for  the  Exclamation,  Have  I  mijlaken  this  Author  all 
this  while?  Yet  he  has;  and  it  is  impoffible  for  him,  or 
any  that  would  defend  his  Principles,  not  to  go  on  in  an 
endlefs  Miftake :  and  particularly  he  errs  in  the  Inflances 
he  has  brought  here  of  his  being  infallible. 

For  however  near  the  Nature  of  the  Stygian,  the  Waters 
of  Geneva  Lake  may  be,  and  however  fwift  the  Geneva  Raven 
in  its  Flight,  yet  Thanks  to  the  Glorious  Head  of  the 
Church,  it  was  preferved  from  being  poifoned  with  their 
peftiferous  Influences  :  And  therefore  it  will  not  follow,  that 
there  are  no  real  BiJJtops  in  the  Northern  Kingdoms,  tho' 
Bugeithage  was  improved  as  an  Inflrument  of  the  Reforma- 
tion in  Denmark,  where  we  are  affured  there  are  two  Arch- 
BiJJiops  and  thirteen  BiJJwps,  any  more  than  that  contrary  to 
known  Fa6t  and  the  Truth  of  Hiftory,  there  were  no  Super- 
intendants  in  Scotland,  where  Knox  was  improved  as  a  like 
Inflrument. 

Having  thus  accounted  for  the  Truth  and  Senfe  of  the 
Preface  and  Introdu5lio7i,  let  us  now  liflen  to  what  he  lifps 
from  the 

Firft  Head,  and  here  he  begins  with  the  Remarkers  In- 
iquity of  adding  to  the  Scriptures,  creating  Apofiles,  and 
giving  Commiflions  at  pleafure,  and  therefore  let  them  both 
fland    to  the   fame    Corre6lion    I  have   already  given    that 

Wickednefs 
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Wickednefs.  And  I  fliall  only  further  obferve,  that  either 
fome  evil  Genius  mufl  have  cull'd  out  for  them  both,  that 
Paffage  of  Mr.  Sage,  (whofe  drift  there  was  to  prove  a  Truth 
that  the  Apojlles  had  not  at  the  time  he  was  upon,  received 
their  laft  Commiffion  for  Government)  or  that  they  mufl  be 
judicially  hardened,  to  have  read  that  Book  unto  that  Paf- 
fage, and  not  have  dropped  the  Pen  out  of  their  trembling 
Hands,  ftruck  with  the  ftrength  and  light  of  the  Arguments, 
adduced  there  for  Epifcopcy.  But  rather  than  yield  that 
the  Seventy?,  Commiffion  was  continued  after  their  firfl 
return,  they  will  renounce  their  own  Friends,  and  deny  Mr, 
Henry  to  be  their  Oracle,  who  in  Luke  lo.  19.  fays,  He 
repeated,  ratified  and  enlarged  their  CommiJJion. 

But  under  this  Head  there  are  fome  Strokes  peculiar  to 
the  Defender,  which  mufl  not  efcape  their  jufl  Rebukes ;  as 
that  the  Apoftles  were  no  Gofpel  Miniflers,  while  bleft  with 
their  Mafter's  Prefence  upon  Earth,  and  that  in  that  Inter- 
val there  was  no  Gofpel  Church.  Upon  this  Point  I  deiire 
a  Refolution  of  thefe  Queries ;  Might  not  Believers  in  the 
Mefliah  the  Lamb  of  God  come  to  take  away  the  Sins  of 
the  World,  efpecially  when  baptized  in  that  Faith,  be  ac- 
counted Members  of  the  Gofpel  Church  .f*  and  was  our 
Saviour's  Miniflry  fo  unfuccefsful,  as  to  gain  no  Converts  to 
the  Faith  of  this  Article  ?  Were  not  thofe  who  in  fo  many 
Words  are  faid,  Luke  9.  6.  to  have  went  through  the  Towns 
preaching  the  Gofpel,  Miniflers  of  the  Gofpel  ?  And  is  the 
Do6lrine  of  the  Refurre6lion  the  only  Article  of  the  Chrif 
tian  Faith  ?  If  the  Defender  anfwers  confiflently  with  the 
Principle  he  here  advances,  he  mufl  be  concluded  to  be  far 
removed  from,  and  preach  another  Gofpel  than  that  of  Chrift. 

Another 
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Another  grand  Miftake  he  here  labours  under,  is  with 
refpe6l  to  the  Deacons  Office,  part  of  which,  it  is  readily 
granted,  was  their  being  charged  with  the  Church  Stock, 
and  the  care  of  the  Poor;  but  here  he  ftrains  the  Point  unto 
fo  high  a  Pin,  that  he  would  have  it  to  be  the  only  thing 
they  were  ordained  to,  and  for  this  purpofe  would  feign 
thefe  Suppolitions. 

Firfh,  That  the  primitive  Church  was  fo  immenfly  Rich  in 
refpedl  to  what  it  is  at  prefent,  that  there  was  a  neceffity 
there  fhould  be  ordained  Treafurers  for  the  Charge  of  their 
Wealth,  tho'  according  to  him,  the  Church  Stock  is  fince 
fallen  fo  low,  that  there  is  no  Occafion  now  for  thofe  ordained 
Officers,  page  13. 

Secondly,  That  they  had  their  Lazarettos  and  Hofpitals, 
where  the  Poor  were  fet  at  Tables,  and  whereat  thefe  Treaf- 
urers were  to  ferve. 

Now  that  there  is  no  jufl  Foundation  for  thefe  Fancies, 
will  appear  from  thefe  Refle6lions. 

Firfl,  Tho'  fome  fold  their  PolTeffions  for  the  good  of  the 
Community,  yet  it's  plain  the  chief  Support  of  their  Poor, 
was  from  Colle6lions  among  the  Churches,  who,  according 
to  their  Abilities,  miniftred  to  each  others  Neceffities.  But 
what  were  they  to  the  Riches  and  Revenues  of  the  Churches 
every  where  at  prefent  ?  And  even  in  the  Meetings  in  this 
Country,  large  Sums  are  often  colle6led,  under  the  Colour 
of  charitable  Ufes ;  fo  that  if  there  was  Reafon  to  have 
Officers  ordained  for  the  Charge  of  them  then,  it  muft  be 
owned  there  is  much  more  Reafon  now.     But, 

Secondly,  What  a  groundlefs  Fancy  is  it,  that  in  the  wan- 
dring  perfecuted  State  of  the  Church,  there  lliould  be  fuch 

Attendance 
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Attendance  given  to  the  Poor  at  Tables,  and  that  by  or- 
dained Miniflers?  But  the  Defender  i^^v^?,  utterly  ignorant 
of  the  Nature  of  thofe  Tables,  which  were  fuch  where  the 
Eucharift  was  celebrated ;  and  for  his  Inftru6tion,  I  refer 
him  to  the  Opinion  of  the  Ancients  concerning  the  Deacons 
Office  about  them.  Thus  Jujl.  Mart.  Apol.  2.  p.  92.  Oik- 
onomos  Eucharijlei  Diakonos  didoajin  ekajloo  toon  parontoon 
metalabein.  The  Mafler  confecrates,  and  the  Deacons  dif- 
tributes  to  thofe  that  are  prefent.  Thus  Ignat.  Ep.  ad  Trail. 
p.  48.  Edit.  Vojf.  Ou  gar  broomatoon  kai potoon  eiji  Dia- 
ko7ioi  all  Eccleejiai  Theou  uperetai.  They  are  not  Deacons 
of  Meat  and  Drink,  but  Miniflers  of  the  Church  of  God. 
And  therefore  here  we  are  to  obferve,  what  I  have  made 
appear  in  dealing  with  the  Remarker,  that  befides  thefe 
lower  Offices  of  the  care  of  the  Churches  Stock  and  Poor, 
and  Attendance  upon  the  Euchariflical  Tables,  they  were 
ordained  for  the  Superior,  of  preaching  and  baptizing. 
Nor  will  the  Defender?,  fliift,  here  avail  him,  that  the  Dea- 
cons  preached  as  EvangeUfls,  for  that  is  a  plain  Tautology, 
and  no  more  than  they  preached  as  Preachers,  Evangelifl 
being  the  Greek  of  the  EnglifJi  Gofpeller,  and  both  mean  a 
preacher  of  the  Gofpel.  So  that  if  the  Defender  would  fpeak 
Senfe,  he  muft  fay,  they  evangelized  or  preached  as  Dea- 
cons. Tired  theerefore  with  thefe  lifps,  let  us  hearken  to 
what  is  uttered  from  the 

Second  Head.  From  whence  the  Defender  breaths  noth- 
ing but  the  Vanity  and  Vapours  of  an  empty  Skull,  for  the 
Defence  of  which,  from  being  crackt,  (if  it  is  not  fo  already) 
he  will  have  occafion  now  to  hold  up  his  Shield',  for  by  his 
Mr.  Herebrood^  leave,  one  of  the  meaneft  of  the  Tribe  of 

Prcelatijls, 
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Prcslatijls,  will  undertake  to  anfwer  his  Herculean  Argument 
by  another  ad  Hominem,  tho'  it  equally  a£fe6ls  all  the  Parity 
Tribe. 

They  are  bold  and  infolent  Intruders  into  the  Inclofure 
wherewith  our  Lord  has  fenced  his  Vineyard,  who  ufurp  the 
Minifterial  Fun6tion  without  being  ordained  to  it  by  a  Sue-  / 
ceffor  to  the  Apojlles,  in  whom,  by  the  Original  Charter,  the 
Powers  of  Ordination  and  Jurifdicflion  over  a  plurality  of 
Presbyters  in  Churches,  are  annexed  either  in  Fa6t  or  Right, 
as  I  have  explained  thefe  Words  in  my  Reply  to  the  Re- 
marks', but  Jonathan  Dickinfon  was  never  ordained  by  any  ^ 
fuch  SuccefTor. 

Ergo,  Jonathan  Dickinfon  is  a  bold  and  infolent  intruder,  ^f  ) 
&c.  and  no  Minifler  of  the  Gofpel  at  Elizabeth  Town]  and 
therefore  in  the  mentioned  Reply  he  will  find  a  full  Anfwer 
to  his  Sophifm,  which  fuppofes,  that  there  is  but  one  fmgle 
Office  contained  in  the  Commiffion,  and  one  fmgle  Part 
of  the  Gofpel  Miniflry.  For  there  I  have  made  it  appear, 
that  by  the  Explanations  given  of  that  Commiffion,  by  the 
Pra6lice  of  thofe  who  a6led  by  it,  and  who  being  under  the 
infallible  Dire61;ion  of  the  Spirit,  underflood  it  fully ;  that 
there  were  feveral  things  contained  in  it,  and  feveral  Offices 
warranted  by  it,  as  the  Powers  of  Preaching,  adminiflring  the 
Sacraments,  Ordination,  and  Government,  by  proper  Offi- 
cers, and  that  tho'  all  that  difcharged  any  of  thofe  Fun6lions, 
afled  by  virtue  of  this  Commiffion,  yet  that  all  were  not 
authorized  thereby,  to  do  all  that  was  contained  therein, 
and  I  inftanced  that  Deacons  by  virtue  thereof,  did  preach 
and  baptize,  but  not  confecrate  the  Lord's  Supper,  nor 
meddle  with  the  Powers  of  Abfolution  and  Cenfures,  which 

Presbyters 
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Presbyters  did;    but  not  Ordain,    becaufe    not  veiled   with 
the  Epifcopal  Powers  of  Ordination  and  Jurifdi6tion. 

So  that  there  being  feveral  Parts  of  the  Gofpel  Miniftry 
to  be  difcharged  by  feveral  Officers,  his  Argument  is  loft, 
and  is  no  more  than  they  that  are  authorized  by  the  fame 
Commiffion,  to  the  exercife  of  the  fame  Parts  of  the  Gofpel 
Miniftry,  have  the  fame  Office  and  Authority :  But  now  for 
want  of  a  Minor,  there  is  no  Conclufion,  and  fo  the  frightful 
Spe6tre  vanifhes.     But  yet  after  this  vain  fit  is  over,  we  may 
obferve  him  coming  into  Conceffions  enough  to  give  up  the 
Caufe,  or  Contradi6lions  enough  to  overthrow  it.     For  he 
confeffes   that  our  Lord  did   maintain   the   Symmetry  and 
Proportion,  between  the  Jewiffi  Synagogue  and  the  Chriftian 
Church ;    and    he   has   brought    in   Dr.  Burnet  telling    us, 
who  were  the  Officers  there,  a  BiJJiop,  Presbyters  and  Dea- 
cons;   from   whence   it  neceffarily   follows,   according  unto 
him,  that  thofe  Officers  are  to  be  continued  in  the  Chriftian 
Church.     And  here  he  has  given  us  the  very  thing  we  con- 
tend for.     For  by  Presbyterian   Government   he  doubtlefs 
means   a  Government  that  ought  to  be,  and  he  fays  that 
having  Bi/Iwps,  Presbyters  and  Deacons,  is  an  exa6t  Defcrip- 
tion  of  this   Government,   which  is  all  we   plead  for;    and 
therefore  we  are  only  now  to  agree  upon  the  Propriety  of 
the  Name,  which  after  fo  free  Conceffions,  he  will  not  furely 
be  fo  ill  natured,  as  to  deny  to  be  Epifcopal ;  fince  fo  excel- 
lent a  Government  ought  to  be  denominated  from  its  moft 
excellent  Title. 

In  my  Reafoning  with  the  Remarker,  I  have  fully  replied 
to  what  the  Defencter  has  offered  under  the  Third  Head, 
tho'  he  has  here  one  peculiar  Stroke,  in  denying  St.  Paul 

the 
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the  Honour  of  being  an  Apojlle,  for  before  his  Converfion 
he  had  not  feen  our  Lord,  and  the  Defender  exprefly  fays, 
none  could  be  admitted  into  the  Apoftolate,  but  fuch  as  had 
feen  Jefus  before  his  Death.  He  indeed  afterwards  owns 
him  as  an  Apojlle,  but  that  however,  involves  him  in  a  Con- 
tradi6lion.     Proceed  we  now  to  what  he  fays  from  the 

Fourth  Head,  And  fmce  this  chiefly  relates  to  Fads,  I 
muft  clear  them  from  his  Mifreprefentations ;  fordoing  this  I 
fhall  appeal  to  Scripture,  Reafon,  and  Authorities.  The  In- 
ftances  are  chiefly  of  James,  Bifliop  of  Jerufalem,  Timothy 
Bifliop  of  Ephefus,  as  Titus  of  Crete,  and  the  Angels  or 
BiJJiops  of  the  /even  Churches  in  the  lesser  AJia  ;  as  for  Mat- 
thias, it's  granted  his  Call  to  the  Apoftolate  was  immediate, 
tho'  probably  his  Confecration  to  it,  was  by  the  Apojlles ; 
and  flill  the  Probability  advances  in  the  Apojlle  Barnabas, 
whofe  Call  does  not  appear  to  have  been  immediate. 

To  begin  therefore  with  James,  there  are  juft  Grounds 
from  Scripture,  as  well  as  Authorities  from  the  Ancients,  to 
conclude  for  his  being  above  twenty  Years  refident  BiJJiop 
of  Jerufalem ;  for  when  St.  Paul,  three  Years  after  his  Con- 
verfion, went  to  Jerufalem,  he  found  none  other  of  the 
Apojlles  there,  fave  James,  Gal.  i.  i8,  19.  And  St.  Jerom 
fays,  in  Loc.  Hie  autem  Jacobus  Epifcopus  Hierofolymorum 
primus  fuit  cognominatus  Juflus.  This  James,  Sir-named 
the  Jufl,  was  the  firft  Bifliop  of  Jerufalem.  Eleven  Years 
after  this,  or  fourteen  after  his  Converfion,  Gal.  2.  i.  St. 
Paul  goes  again  to  the  General  Council  held  at  Jerufalem, 
whereof  we  have  an  Account  An:s  15.  and  where,  after 
hearing  the  Cafe  brought  before  it,  this  James  decides  the 
Controverfy,  v.  20  And  St  Chryfofl.  in  Loc.  gives  the  Rea- 
voL.  II.  — 14  fon, 
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fon,  Epifcopos  een  tees  en  Jerofolunwis  Eccleejias.  He  was 
then  BiJJiop  of  the  Church  in  yerufalem.  Nine  years  after 
this  St.  Paul  goes  again,  the  laft  time  he  was  at  Jerufalem^ 
computed  to  be  Anno.  Dom.  58.  and  finds  James  ftill  there, 
A6ls  21.  18.  And  Chryfojl.  in  Loc,  repeats  what  he  had 
faid  before,  and  in  Hom.  in  Ev.  Johan.  he  fays,  Oti  Jacobos 
ton  Thronon  elabe  toon  Jero/olumoon  That  James  had  his 
Throne  at  Jeru/alem.  And  Eufeb.  L.  7.  C.  14.  Prooton 
tees  en  Jero/olumois  Ecclejias  toen  tees  Epifcopees  encheiriji- 
heenai  Thronon.  That  he  was  the  firfl  who  held  his  Epifco- 
pal  Throne  at  Jeru/alem.  All  which,  I  hope,  will  amount 
to  a  Rational  Evidence,  with  any  but  the  Defender  and  his 
AfTociates,  that  James  was  BiJJiop  of  Jeru/alem. 

Come  we  now  to  the  Inftance  of  Timothy^  whom  the  bufy 
Mocker  had  almoft  mentioned  under  the  Stile  of  a  Primate. 
If  the  Sting  in  the  Tail  be  not  Devil,  be  that  as  it  is,  he 
thereby  defigned  a  Hail  King,  and  to  treat  that  venerable 
Characfter,  with  an  air  of  Impiety,  and  the  flouting  Sneer  of 
a  Scorner ;  for  nothing  incenfes  them  more,  than  the  flam- 
ing Evidences  that  are  produced  of  Timothy  ^^  being  vefted 
with  prelatical  Powers,  and  therefore  I  fliall  now  take  off  the 
Exceptions  he  has  feign'd  againft  them. 
And, 

Firfl,  Will  it  follow,  that  becaufe  Timothy  had  been  with 
Paul  in  feveral  Places,  that  he  was  not  afterwards  fettled  at 
Ephe/us}  when  the  Words  he  ironically  cites,  do  plainly 
prove  he  was,  any  more,  than  becaufe  Jonathan  Dickin/on 
has  been  fometimes  at  a  fchifmatical  Seminary,  and  other 
Places,  that  therefore  he  is  not  now  fettled  a  pretended  Paf- 
tor,  at  Elizabeth-Town. 

Nor, 
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Nor, 

Secondly,  Is  there  any  more  Evidence  from  AHs  20.  25. 
of  Timothys  not  being  BiJJiop  of  Ephefus,  than  there  is  from      y 
thence,  of  Jonathan  Dickinfon's,  not  being  the  Defender  of 
Presbyteria7t  Ordination  ?     And, 

Thirdly,  I  believe  Jonathan  would  look  on  any  one  of  his 
Brethren  with  a  jealous  Eye,  who  fliould  offer  at  the  exert- 
ing any  prelatical  Powers,  in  cenfuring  his  Manners,  (for 
which  by  the  way,  there  are  jufl  Grounds  for  fome  others  to 
do  it)  or  charging  him  with  unfound  Doctrines,  (which  in- 
deed don't  feem  very  Orthodox)  and  that  he  would  ask  the 
Queftion,  Who  made  thee  a  Judge} 

Fourthly,  It's  plain,  if  Jonathan  can't  pray  better  than  he 
pleads,  tho'  it  even  be  a  very  bad  Caufe,  he  has  great  need 
of  a  Commo7i- Prayer  Book,  as  an  Inftrument,  under  the 
Condu6l  of  the  Spirit,  to  help  his  Infirmities. 

Fifthly,  All  Commiffions  are  exclufive  of  all  but  thofe  to 
whom  they  are  granted ;  to  convince  M.  A.  Jonathan  of 
this,  fuppofe  his  Deacon  Tom  fliould  ftep  up  into  his  Stall, 
and  alledge,  that  M.  A.  Jonathan''?,  Ordainers,  did  not  by 
Name,  exclude  him  form  the  Pafl;or's  Office,  and  that  he 
thought  it  a  Duty  upon  Occafion,  to  exhort  and  teach ;  I 
fuppofe  M.  A.  Jonathan,  for  the  recovery  of  his  Desk,  would 
foon  reply,  Tho'  you  was  not  excluded  by  Name,  yet  you 
was  by  the  Nature  of  Commiffions,  which  exclude  all  to 
whom  they  are  not  given  ;  and  tho'  as  a  Chriftian  and  a 
Parent,  you  may  privately  exhort  your  Neighbours,  and 
teach  your  Children,  yet  preaching  in  the  proper  Senfe,  is 
the  peculiar  Duty  of  Gofpel  Minifl;ers. 

Laflly,  All  Accufations  are  not  flanderous  and  evil  Re- 
ports, 
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ports,  for  I  have  brought  fome  very  true  and  juft  ones 
againfl;  the  Defender,  and  fuch  as  it  is  the  Prerogative  of 
BiJJtops  to  take  Notice  of,  and  punifh  fuch  Perfons  of  evil 
Report,  as  it  was  of  Timothy,  not  as  an  Evangelijl,  and  fo  an 
extraordinary  Perfon,  as  he  dreams :  For  the  Defender  pre- 
tends to  be  an  Evangelifi,  or  Preacher,  and  I  am  well  affured, 
he  is  no  extraordinary  Perfon,  unlefs  it  be  for  Impertinence 
and  Prefumption. 

The  next  Inftance  is  Tittis,  whom  the  Defender,  upo  his 
bare  Word,  defires  us  to  believe  never  returned  to  his  See, 
after  his  Journey  to  St.  Paul;  but  he  has  fo  often  falfified 
his  Word,  that  we  can't  but  disbelieve  every  thing  he  fays: 
However,  he  has  not  here  been  carried  on  with  his  ufual 
Affurance,  to  deny  what  we  plead  for,  that  Titus  difcharged 
the  Epifcopal  Office,  while  he  was  at  Crete. 

We  are  at  laft  come  to  the  Company  of  Angels,  at  the 
fight  of  whom  the  Defender's,  Head  is  filled  with  Apocalip- 
tick  Vifions,  which  want  a  new  Revelation  to  explain  them, 
and  would  from  them  infer,  that  becaufe  fometimes  the  Dif- 
courfes  in  Rev.  2.  refpe6l  thofe  Angels  and  their  Churches, 
therefore  they  muft  always  do  fo ;  and  gives  this  as  the  only 
Reafon  for  it,  becaufe  the  plural  Number  is  fometimes  ufed 
there :  Now  if  this  be  a  good  Argument,  I  have  ten  to  one 
of  fuch  againfl;  him,  where  the  fmgular  Number  is  ufed  ten 
times  to  once  of  the  Plural,  and  therefore  however  great  a 
Piece  of  Wit  and  Gallantry  he  may  efteem  his  prophane 
Ribaldry  on  that  Chapter,  an  Atheift  of  an  equal  Talent 
with  him  at  burlefquing  Scripture,  has  much  more  room  to 
reply  upon  him,  from  the  other  Number.  However,  it's 
plain   the  Defender  is  an   utter  Stranger  to   the   Idiom   of 

Scripture 
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Scripture  Language,  where  an  Anallagy  of  Numbers  is 
obfervable,  as  i  Tim.  2.  15.  She /hall  be  faved  in  Child- 
bearing,  if  they  continue  in  the  Faith.  In  treating  with  the 
Remarker  on  this  Point,  I  have  accounted  for  the  Senfe  of 
the  Word  Angel,  and  that  I  have  juftly  done  it,  I  have  the 
Concurrent  Opinions  of  ancient  and  modern  Divines  ;  thus 
Aug.  Ep.  162.  Divine  voce  fub  Angeli  nomiite  laudatur 
prcEpoJitus  Ecclcfics.  The  Governour  of  the  Church  is  praifed 
by  the  Voice  of  God,  under  the  Name  of  an  Angel.  Thus 
Oecumen.  in  Cap.  2.  Apoc.  AJieras  de  tons  Angelous  tons 
toon  Eccleejioon  ephorous  kalci.  He  calleth  thefe  Angels 
Governours  of  the  Church  Stars.  And  for  the  Moderns, 
Bullinger  Cone.  6.  in  Apoc.  Angeli  f tint  legati  Dei.,  Pajlores 
Ecclejiarum.  The  Angels  are  the  Meffengers  of  God,  the 
Paftors  of  the  Churches.  And  he  fays  of  Poly  carp,  one  of 
thofe  Angels,  Ordinatus  ad  Apojlolis  ab  ipfo  tanquam  yo- 
hanne  Epifcopo.  That  he  was  ordained  by  the  Apojiles, 
even  by  John  himfelf.  Parceus  in  Loc.  fays,  Eosdem  Ange- 
los  vocat  quia  funt  legati  Dei  ad  Ecclejiam.  They  are  called 
Angels,  becaufe  they  are  Ambaffadors  of  God  to  his  Church. 
And  he  is  very  induftrious  to  find  out  the  very  Perfons  who 
were  thofe  Angels  or  BiJJiops.  Nay  Beza,  Annot.  Cap.  2.  i 
Apoc.  idL^i,  Angels  Proeftoti  quern  nimiriun  oporttiit  i^t  pri- 
mis  de  his  rebus  admoneri.  To  the  Angel  that  is  the  Pref- 
ident,  who  muft  firfl  have  Notice  of  this  Charge.  And  it  s 
worth  obferving,  that  Mr.  Brightman,  the  Inventer  of  the 
Defenders  Fable,  founded  it  upon  the  fmgle  Particle  Kai  in 
Verfe  24.  which  is  wanting  in  the  moft  ancient  Greek 
Copies  of  the  New  Teftament. 

And  thus  for  the  Epifcopal  Inftances,  that  flill  do,  and 

ever 
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ever  will  fland  impregnable,  againfl  all  the  Attacks  that  are 
made  upon  them  by  fawcy  puny  Scriblers. 

We  are  now  to  enter  upon  a  new  Logical,  I  wifh  I  could 
fay,  Rational  Scene ;  where  by  Mood  and  Figure,  the  De- 
fender would  argue  all  the  Gofpel  Miniftry  out  of  the  World. 
But  previous  to  the  Enquiry  into  the  Nature  of  his  Paralo- 
gifms,  we  are  to  obferve,  that  a  Word  got  into  his  Head, 
which  he  could  not  get  rid  of,  and  therefore  without  know- 
ing its  Meaning,  fets  it  down  feveral  times  in  Bocardo,  and 
that  is  the  Word  Co-ordinate,  which  means  Equality,  and 
not  Identity;  fo  that  he  has  more  Powers  than  he  thought 
of ;  for  if  he  is  BiJJiop  and  Presbyter,  and  they  are  Co-ordinate, 
he  has  two  diftindl  Powers,  tho'  according  to  him,  equal,  and 
thus  tho'  all  his  Powers  are  Co-ordinate  to  his  Brethren's 
yet  they  are  not  numerically  the  fame ;  the  Powers  he  has 
are  not  the  indivual  Powers  another  has,  tho'  they  may  be 
equal  or  Co-ordinate. 

Having  remarkt  this  Blunder,  I  am  further  to  obferve  that 
in  my  Reply  to  the  Remarks,  I  have  accounted  for  the  Com- 
munity of  Names  mentioned  in  the  Arguments,  and  how  to 
appropriate  them,  and  thither  I  refer  him.  It  remains 
therefore,  that  I  demonftrate,  that  by  his  way  of  Reafoning, 
he  has  gratified  the  Enthufiajls  and  Libertines,  in  that  by 
his  Craft,  he  would  clear  the  World  of  Priefts.  In  order  to 
this,  I  muft  fet  down  fome  Pofitions,  which  he  has  either 
exprefly  granted,  or  muft  confefs  to. 

Firft,  He  affirms  it  to  be  juft  arguing  from  a  Community 
of  Names,  to  a  Co-ordination  of  Powers ;  that  is,  if  he  means 
any  thing,  that  he  who  has  any,  or  all  of  thofe  Names,  is  the 
fame  Officer,  under  all  or  any  of  thofe  different  Defignations. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly,  He  will  doubtlefs  grant,  but  in  Cafe  he  fhould 
not,  fince  he  has  not  mentioned  them  with  the  other  Names, 
I  fhall  prove,  that  Deacon  is  a  Name  of  a  Gofpel  Minifter. 
Thus  2  Cor.  3.  6.  Col.  4.  7.  17.  i  Theff.  3.  2.  the  Words  Min- 
ifter  or  Miniftry,  are  in  the  Original  Deacon,  or  DeaconJJiip. 

Thirdly,  Page  thirteenth  he  gives  the  Reafon  why  Dea- 
cons are  not  now  ordained,  and  that  for  want  of  Church 
Stock  ;  tho'  I  think  he  don't  want  a  fort. 

Now  from  thefe  Pofitions,  I  will,  by  his  way  of  Reafoning, 
prove  upon  him  thefe  two  things. 

Firft,  that  there  is  a  Church-Stock  at  Elizabeth- Town, 
and  that  he  is  refponfible  for  it,  as  he  pretends  to  be  the 
Deacon  there. 

Secondly,  That  to  relieve  him  from  his  fear  of  Refunding, 
I  will  by  the  fame  way  of  Reafoning  prove  that  he  is  no 
Deacon  there,  nor  any  where  elfe,  nor  a  Minifter  of  the  Gof- 
pel at  all,  and  fo  not  at  the  Place  he  pretends  to  be. 

Firft,  By  his  way  of  Reafoning,  I  prove  there  is  a  Church- 
Stock  at  Elizabeth  Town,  and  that  he  is  refponfible  for  it,  as 
he  pretends  to  be  Deacon  there  :  Thus  by  his  way  of  arguing, 

BiJJiops,  Presbyters  and  Deacons  are  a  Community  of 
Names  for  Gofpel  Minifters,  from  whence  it's  juft  to  argue, 
a  Co-Ordination  of  Powers,  I  fuppofe  he  means  an  Iden- 
tity of  Offices,  if  he  has  any  meaning. 

But  Jonathan  Dickinfon  fays,  that  the  Community  of 
Names  with  their  Co-ordinate  Powers,  that  is  an  Identity  of 
Offices,  if  his  Words  have  any  Signification,  are  applicable 
to  him : 

Ergo,  Jonathan  Dickinfon  is  a  Gofpel  Minifter  in  all  its 
Offices.     Again, 

Deacons 


/ 
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Deacons  were  ordained  to  the  Care  of  the  Church-Stock, 
where  there  was  enough  to  be  taken  care  of. 

But  Jonathan  Dickinfon  was  ordained  to  the  Office  of  a 
Deacon,  that  being  one  of  the  common  Names  of  a  Gofpel 
Minifler. 

Ergo,  Jonathan  Dickinfon  is  chargeable  with  the  Churches 
Stock,  which  he  muft  anfwer  for. 

But  lefl  as  an  Infolvent  he  ftiould  think  of  running,  I  will 
relieve  him  under  that  Apprehenfion,  and  by  his  way  of 
Reafoning  prove,  that  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  their  Stock 
nor  Church,  and  that  he  is  no  Minifler  of  the  Gofpel  at  all. 
Thus, 

Deacon  is  one  of  the  common  Names  of  Gofpel  Minifters. 

But  Jonathan  Dickinfon  for  want  of  Church-Stock,  was 
not  ordained  Deacon. 

Ergo,  Is  no  Gofpel  Minifter,  nor  has  any  thing  to  do  with 
Church  or  Stock. 

And  this  Rule  of  Reafoning  will  univerfally  hold  with 
refpe6l  to  all  the  Gofpel  Miniflry,  which  Jonathan  Dickinfon 
has  now  fyllogized  out  of  the  World,  by  his  ridiculous  argu- 
ing from  a  Community  of  Names,  to  an  Identity  of  Offices : 
which  he  falfly  calls  a  Co-ordination  of  Powers. 

And  now  at  laft  we  are  come  to  his  Expoftulatory  Con- 
clufion,  wherein  he  fums  up  his  idle  Tales  with  the  fame 
Appeals  to  Belief,  as  if  he  was  vending  them  to  his  credulous 
Audience ;  but  what  little  regard  they  deferve,  I  appeal  to 
the  World  in  the  following  Particulars. 

Firfl,  The  moft  obferving  Part  of  Mankind,  mufl  and  do 
grant,  that  the  Contempt  wherewith  the  Diffenters  have 
treated  the  Epifcopal  Characfter,  and  Sacerdotal  Powers,  has 

given 
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given  Occafion  to  the  Libertine  to  call  in  Queftion  the 
Truth  of  all  revealed  Religion ;  and  to  conclude  that  Priejis 
of  all  Religions  were  the  fame,  and  no  Truth  in  any. 

Secondly,  That  as  the  Papijls  firft  encouraged  the  Eng- 
lijh  Conventicles,  by  fending  their  gifted  EmiJ/aries  to  hold 
forth  amongfl;  them  ;  fo  have  they  always  promoted  thefe 
Separations,  with  a  Defign  to  divide  and  weaken  the  Church 
of  England,  the  chief  eft  Bulwark  in  Chriflendom  againfl 
Popery,  well  knowing,  that  their  Idolatry  can  never  be  intro- 
duced, but  at  the  Breaches  made  on  that  Church,  by  Schifm. 

Thirdly,  That  it  is  a  very  Daring  Affurance  in  the  De- 
fender, whereby  he  would  dive  into  the  Political  Reafons  of 
State,  whereby  Presbytery  is  eftablifhed  in  North,  as  well  as 
tolerated  in  South  Britain-  I  hope  he  won't  afifirm  it  has 
ever  been  determined,  by  the  Legiflature,  that  it  is  a  ^ure 
Divino  Government:  Nay,  the  contrary  feems  to  be,  and 
doubtlefs  is,  the  fixed  Opinion  of  the  Legiflature.  For  the 
Kins:  and  the  Officers  of  his  Government  are  Members  of 
the  Church  of  England,  and  under  the  ftrongeft,  the  mofl 
folemn  and  facred  Engagements  fo  to  be ;  fo  that  whatever 
Infults  are  offered,  by  the  D  iff  enters,  to  the  Church,  are 
dire6l  Affronts  upon  the  Legiflature,  and  their  Sentiments 
of  Things  of  the  highefh  Confequence,  and  is  no  lefs  than  to 
call  in  Queflion,  whether  they  be  Members  of  a  Church 
from  which  a  Separation  is  groundlefs,  and  which  with  their 
ufual  Modeffy  and  Duty  they  deny;  and  the  Members  of 
the  Church  with  a  becoming  Behaviour,  and  the  ftrongeft 
Evidence,  maintain  and  prove. 

Fourthly,  That  it  is  in  the  Diffenters  own  power,  to  put 

in  tune  the  jarring  String,  they  are  always  harping  on,  and 

VOL.  II.  — 15  whence 
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whence  yet  they  fay  they  can't  bear  the  difpleafing  Sound  of 
unchurching  Protejlants.  It  has  been  already  hinted,  that 
nothing  that  can  be  faid,  doth  Unchurch  any  that  have  true 
Paftors  and  Sacraments,  and  that  thofe  who  have  not,  are 
not  organized  Parts  of  the  Myftical  Body  of  Chrifl;  for 
whether  they  will  own  it  or  no,  thefe  things  are  clear  and 
demonftrably  true. 

Firll,  That  the  Notes  of  a  true  Church,  are  the  Orthodox 
preaching  of  the  Word,  and  the  regular  Adminiflrations  of 
the  Sacraments,  by  Perfons  fully  authorized  for  thofe 
Fundlions. 

Secondly,  That  from  the  Holy  Scripiures,  we  are  to  learn 
what  Doctrines  are  Orthodox,  what  the  Nature  of  Sacra- 
ments, and  alfo  (there  being  now  no  immediate  Miffion  from 
Heaven)  what  the  Powers  of  Preachers  and  Adminiftrators, 
and  who  are  vefted  with  them. 

And  fmce  it  is  the  lafl  of  thofe  that  has  been  now  under 
Confideration,  I  appeal  to  the  unbiaffed  and  difmtereffed 
Part  of  Mankind,  who  they  are  who  appear  to  have  the  true 
and  only  Title  to  thofe  Powers. 

From  all  which  the  Inference  is  natural,  that  it  as  much 
concerns  every  one  as  his  Salvation  amounts  to,  to  be  well 
alTured  that  he  is  within  the  Pale  of  the  true  Church,  and 
fits  under  the  Means  of  Grace,  and  that  at  the  great  Audit, 
he  fhall  be  owned  by  Chrifl,  to  have  been  a  Member  of  his 
Myflical  Body  upon  Earth. 


ANIMADVERSIONS 

UPON 

TWO    PAMPHLETS, 

The  one  entituled,  An  EJfay  upon  that  Paradox,  Infallibility 
may  fometimes  miflake. 

The  other,  The  ruling  and  ordaining  Power  of  Congrega- 
tional Bifhops  or  Presbyters  defended. 

Which  may  ferve  as  an  APPENDIX  to  the  Defence  of  the 
Modefl  Proof 

In  a  LETTER  to  a  Friend. 

SIR, 

I  Received  the  two  Pamphlets  you  fent  me,  and  your  De- 
fire  that  I  would  make  fuch  Obfervations  on  them,  as 
may  be  of  Service  to  the  Publick ;  tho'  I  am  willing  to 
undergo  any  tolerable  Difficulties,  for  the  preventing  or 
removing  Miftakes,  yet  I  abhor  dealing  in  Scandal,  and  find 
a  ftrong  Reluctance  in  encountering  a  dirty  Scoundrel,  fuch 
as  the  Paradox  maker,  who  feems  poffeffed  with  one  of  the 

Furies 
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Furies  of  FORTY  ONE,  breathing  the  true  Spirit  of  the 
Party,  and  that  Day.  His  Jargon  being  indeed  a  Compound 
of  Bombaft  and  BilHngfgate.  He  has  told  us  how  he  came 
by  his  Pedantry,  in  the  Collegians  handing  him  Books  he 
knew  not  the  Ufe  of,  and  we  can  account  for  his  Oratory, 
from  the  Scurrility  of  his  Temper,  the  Nature  of  his  Princi- 
ples, and  the  Manner  of  his  Education  :  So  that  he  writing 
neither  like  a  Scholar  nor  a  Gentleman,  he  and  nine  Tenths 
of  his  Reveries,  are  properly  to  be  anfwered  by  one  equipped 
in  a  Porter's  Armour,  namely  his  Language  and  his  Club. 

But  left,  by  what  remains,  he  fliould  impofe  on  fuch  as 
can  Reafon  at  no  better  rate  than  himfelf ;  I  fliall,  overlook- 
ing all  his  Rant  and  Ribaldry,  apply  my  felf  only  to  the 
expofmg  the  Falflioods  he  would  advance,  with  refpe6l  to 
Epifcopal  Succeflion ;  the  maintaining  whereof  is  the  fum 
of  the  Book,  he  has  the  Affurance  to  write  againft:  And 
then  take  hold  on  the  Impartial  Hand  that  writes  the  Ap- 
pendix to  the  Sober  Remarks. 

In  replying  to  whatever  has  the  Face  of  Argument,  in  this 
Rhapfody  of  the  Son  of  Martin,  alias  Belial,  I  fliall  prove, 

Firft,  That  the  Gofpel  Miniftry  was  founded  in  an  Impar- 
ity of  Officers,  or  rather  a  proper  Epifcopacy. 

Secondly,  That  neither  Idolatry  nor  Herefy,  fuppoling 
them  univerfal  in  all  the  vifible  Members  of  the  Church,  do 
invalidate  the  Officers  and  Fun6lions  of  the  Priefthood. 

Thirdly,  That  there  are  undeniable  Evidences,  from  Fa6t 
and  Reafon,  that  the  Chain  of  Succeffion,  in  Epifcopal  Gov- 
ernment and  Ordinations,  was  never  broke ;  and  that  the 
moft  impious  Abfurdities  follow,  upon  Mar-Prelates  Sup- 
pofition,  that  ever  it  was,  or  could  be  broken. 

Firfl 
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Firft  I  affirm,  upon  the  higheft  as  well  as  cleareft  Evi- 
dences, that  the  Gofpel  Miniftry  was  founded  in  an  Imparity 
of  Officers,  or  rather  a  proper  Epifcopacy.  This  muft  be 
granted,  if  the  Adis  of  the  Apojlles  are  allowed  to  be  Au- 
thentick,  for  thefe  fhew  them  to  have  been  invefted  with  a 
Superiority  over  fome  Brethren,  Presbyters  and  Deacons, 
Ads  6.  2,  8.  14.  II,  12.  22.  12,  25.  13.  5.  And  while  the 
Epiflles  to  Timothy  and  Titus  are  allowed  to  be  Canonical, 
they  will  continue,  and  contain  Demonftrations,  that  thofe 
who  ordained  Presbyters,  had  a  Jurifdi6lion  both  over  them, 
and  their  Churches,  i  Tim.  i,  3,  5,  19,  20,  22.  Tit.  3.  10. 
And  therefore,  until  Atheifm  has  difproved  the  Authority  of 
the  facred  Regifler,  wherein  thofe  Teftmonies  are  preferved, 
the  firft  Particular  muft  be  concluded  certain.    I  proceed  then 

Secondly,  to  evince,  that  neither  Idolatry  nor  Herefy^ 
fuppofmg  them  univerfal  in  all  the  vifible  Members  of  the 
Church,  do  invalidate  the  Offices,  and  the  Funcftions  of  the 
Priefthood.  I  fay  vifible  Members,  for  to  bring  thofe  that 
are  invifible  into  the  Argument,  is  to  go  wide  of  the  Cafe  : 
For  an  invifible  Church  can  have  only  invifible  Priviledges, 
and  when  it  lofes  them,  or  if  it  is  capable  of  loling  them, 
cannot  be  known  to  us,  and  therefore  the  Difpute  can  only 
refer  to  the  vifible  Church  ;  and  in  that  we  are  to  obferve  a 
vafl  Difference  betwixt  even  grofs  Idolatry,  and  a  total  Apof- 
tacy,  the  one  of  which  does,  tho'  the  other  does  not,  deffroy 
the  very  Being  of  a  Church.  Thus  tho'  the  Church  of  Rome 
believes  the  Apoftles  Creed,  probably  in  the  fame  Senfe,  and 
upon  the  fame  Arguments  with  us,  yet  in  as  much  as  it 
worfhips  the  true  God,  under  improper  Reprefentations,  it 
cannot  be  excufed  from   the   Charge  of  Idolatry:  Which, 

however, 
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however,  is  flill  a  Crime  of  another  Nature,  than  a  full  deny- 
ing the  God  that  is  above,  and  the  Lord  that  bought  them 
for  this  quite  deftroys  the  Relation  of  God  in  Covenant  with 
any  People,  but  the  other  puts  them  only  fo  far  out  of 
Favour,  as  they  are  capable,  yet  ftill  with  a  Prefervation  of 
their  Being:  For  none  who  have  been  admitted  into  the 
Peculium,  are  excluded  from  the  Priviledges  of  it,  until  they 
have  explicitly  renounced  the  Advantages  of  being  in  it. 
Thus  Aaron  s  Acceflion  to  Idolatry,  did  not  vacate  his  Com- 
miffion  of  being  High  Priejl,  nor  the  People's  repeated  Idola- 
tr}^  deprive  them  of  peculiar  and  diftinguifliing  Bleffings, 
Neh.  g.  i8,  20.  And  while  that  Polity  flood,  the  Priefthood 
remained,  even  until  our  High-Priejl  did  abrogate  that 
Oeconomy,  with  all  its  Rites,  and  OfHces.  And  even  in  the 
early  Times  of  Chriftanity,  we  find  Churches  overfpread 
with  great  Corruptions,  as  thofe  of  Corinth,  i  Cor.  i.  11.  5. 
7,  II,  17,  18,  19,  20,  21.  and  thofe  in  Rev.  Ch.  2  and  3.  and 
for  them  reprehended,  but  their  Being  and  Exiftence,  was 
never  on  that  fcore  denied.  And  now  granting  his  Argu- 
ment, all  the  ftrength  it  can  have,  and  that  for  the  fake  of 
the  invifible  Members,  the  Priviledges  of  the  vifible  Church 
were  continued,  I  have  the  fame  Evidence  on  my  fide,  that 
our  Lord  had  an  invifible  Church,  through  all  the  Ages  of 
Chriflianity,  for  the  fake  whereof,  he  preferved  the  Covenant 
Priviledges,  to  that  which  was  vifible.  This  he  muft  grant, 
unlefs  he  confeffes  that  the  Gates  of  Hell  had  a  greater  prev- 
alency  over  the  Chriftian,  than  the  Jewifli  Church,  which 
is  a  Suppofition  too  abfurd,  either  to  be  asked,  or  allowed : 
And  here  we  may  obferve  the  partial  Spirit  of  the  Party, 
who  alledge,   that  Idolatry,  or  Herefy,  unchurches  all,  but 

fuch 
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fuch  as  they  are ;  for  according  to  them,  the  mofl  flagrant 
Impieties  will  not  unfaint  any,  on  their  fide.     I  come  now 

Thirdly,  to  evince,  that  there  are  undeniable  Evidences, 
from  Fa6t  and  Reafon,  that  the  Chain  of  Succejfion,  in  Epif- 
copal  Government  and  Ordinations,  was  never  broke,  and 
that  the  mofl  impious  Abfurdities  follow,  upon  Mar-Prelates 
Suppofition,  that  ever  it  was,  or  could  be  broken. 

Firfl,  we  appeal  to  Fa6l,  that  as  the  Gofpel  Miniflry  was 
founded  in  Epifcopacy,  fo  by  all  who  have  wrote  the  Hiftory 
of  the  Church,  from  the  A6ls  of  the  Apojiles,  to  this  time, 
we  have  an  Account  of  the  Churches  being  univerfally  under 
Prelatical  Government,  as  from  Eufebius,  Socrates,  and  Eva- 
grius  Scholajticus,  until  about  the  Year  600,  and  from 
thence,  every  Country  where  Chriftianity  was  planted,  can 
produce  Regiflers  of  their  Bi/Jiops,  and  we  challenge  the 
DiJJeiiters,  to  affign  a  Time,  after  the  Apoftles,  when  there 
was  no  Epifcopacy,  or  when  it  difcontinued  in  the  Chriftian 
Church,  or  to  produce  any  Inftance  of  a  National  Church, 
that  ever  was  under  the  Government  of  meer  Presbyters 
before  Calvin,  or  even  fmce,  but  fome  very  few  that  follow 
him,  in  other  of  his  rigid  Notions.  The  Inftance  of  the 
Waldenfes,  can  be  of  no  Service  to  them  here,  unlefs  they 
prove  that  their  Ecclefiaftical  Affairs  were  carried  on  in  a 
Parity,  which  they  may,  after  their  ufual  way  affirm,  but  mufl, 
as  they  always  do,  fail  in  the  Proof.     Come  we  from  Fa6l, 

Secondly,  To  Reafon  upon  the  Cafe,  and  I  argue  againft 
the  maintainer  of  that  Paradox,  that  the  Chain  of  Succefjion, 
can,  and  has  been  broken,  from  thefe  two  Arguments. 

Firfl,  If  it  is,  the  Chriflian  Religion  is  an  Impoflure. 
And 

Secondly, 
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Secondly,  Suppofe  it  true,  there  are  now  no  proper  Minif- 
terial  Powers  therein. 

Firft,  If  the  Chain  of  Succeffion  is  broke,  the  Chriflian 
Religion  muft  be  an  Impofture,  for  the  Author  of  it  affirmed, 
that  he  would  be  with  it  until  the  end  of  the  World :  Now 
if  he  was  not  fo,  but  by  withdrawing  his  Prefence,  let  it  be 
broken,  he  failed  in  his  Promife,  the  Confequence  whereof 
is,  to  disbelieve  every  thing  he  faid ;  for  no  Reafon  can  be 
afligned  for  the  Faith  of  one  Article,  more  than  another, 
which  equally  depends  upon  the  Veracity  of  the  Affertor, 
and  if  the  one  be  found  falfe,  the  other  cannot  be  proved 
true ;  and  fo  with  our  broken  Chain,  there  is  an  end  of 
Chriftianity.      But, 

Secondly,  If  we  fuppofe  a  fmgle  failure  in  this  Point,  it 
will  make  it  impoffible,  that  there  can  be  now  any  proper 
Minifters  of  the  Gofpel ;  for  when  the  Succeffion  was  inter- 
rupted, and  the  Chain  broke,  there  muft  either  have  been 
fome  Power  lodged  in  the  Community  of  Chriftians,  to  foul- 
der  it  ao-ain,  or  the  Original  Author  muft  have  made  a 
fecond,  or  there  mufl  now  be  none. 

The  firft  as  falfe,  cannot  be  proved,  for  in  Fad  thofe 
Powers  were  originally  left  with  proper  Officers,  and  not 
with  the  Faithful,  in  common,  Matth.  28.  16  ad  fin.     John 

20.  19,  20.  21,  22,  23.  Nor  can  any  Laws  of  Neceffity,  war- 
rant an  Intrufion,  upon  what  is  the  peculiar  Prerogative  of 
a  Divine  Power  to  inftitute,  namely,  to  appoint  Perfons  to 
difcharee  the  Sacerdotal  Fundions,  Numb.  16.  40.  i  Sam, 
13.  8,  10,  II,  12,  13,  14.    2  Sam.  6.  6,  7.     2  Chron.  26.  19,  20, 

21,  22.     Heb.  5.  4,  5. 

Not  the   fecond,   unlefs   they  will   condefcend   upon  the 

Time, 
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Time,  Place  and  Perfons,  when  and  where  this  new  Chain 
was  forged,  and  to  whom  committed,  and  who  thofe  are 
that  are  now  linked  in  it;  and  prove  that  either  our  Lord 
came  from  Heaven  to  renew  it,  or  delegated  fome  by  an 
audible  Voice,  or  the  Power  of  Miracles  to  vouch  for  their 
Commiflion  to  that  Purpofe,  which  cannot  be  done.  And 
therefore, 

Thirdly,  It  will  neceffarily  follow,  that  upon  fuppofing  a 
Breach  in  the  Succeflion,  there  has  not  been  any  Gofpel 
Miniftry  fmce  the  Moment  it  happened,  nor  is  there  at  pref- 
ent,  nor  can  be  for  the  future,  without  a  new  Revelation 
for  it. 

To  fum  up  then  the  Evidence  upon  the  Argument,  fince 
it  appears  from  the  Divine  Records,  that  the  Gofpel  Minif- 
try  was  founded  in  Epifcopacy,  and  from  the  fame,  that 
neither  Idolatry  nor  Herefy  are  able  to  invalidate  the  Sacer- 
dotal Powers,  that  in  Fa6t  the  Epifcopal  Succeflion  has  con- 
tinued uninterrupted  through  all  the  intermediate  Ages 
from  the  Apojlles  Times  to  ours,  and  that  the  moft  impious 
abfurdities  follow  upon  the  denial,  the  Confequence  is  un- 
avoidable, that  the  Son  of  Martin  who  would  marr  Prelacy, 
and  confequentially  fubvert  the  Foundations  of  Chriflianity, 
mull  be  a  Son  of  Perdition. 

Having  thus  accounted  for  what  is  material  in  that  Libel, 
I  turn  to  the  Appendix,  writ  indeed  in  a  fofter  Strain,  but 
fuperiour  to  the  other  in  the  Arts  of  Sophiftry,  for  the  one 
is  one  continued  Rhodomantado,  but  the  other  now  under 
our  View,  has  more  of  Cunning  and  Defign ;  the  Author 
often  varies  Shapes  and  Chara6ters,  to  avoid  the  Stroke  he 
VOL.  II.— 16  might 
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might  be  fubje6l  to,  under  any  one ;  for  now  he  perfonates 
an  Independent,  and  anon  a  Ruling  Elder,  which  is  exceed- 
ing difingenuous  and  unfair,  to  oblige  us  to  enter  the  Lifts 
with  an  Enemy  in  Mafquerade.  It's  true  indeed,  all  the 
SeBaries  militate  under  the  fame  common  Standard  of 
Schifm  and  Rebellion,  but  then  it  would  be  fair  to  diftinguifh 
their  Squadrons  by  their  proper  Enfigns. 

However,  we  muft  take  him  in  his  way,  (an  Expreffion 
often  ufed  ironically  by  him)  and  for  his  Conviction,  as  well 
as  that  of  others,  I  fhall  fet  down  fome  Preliminaries,  which 
may  give  a  juft  turn  of  Thought  to  thofe  who  have  been 
under  an  unhappy  Biafs  in  the  Controverfy,  and  then  give 
the  true  Senfe  of  the  Texts  he  miftakes  or  mifapplies.  As 
to  the  Preliminaries,  I  fhall 

Firft  explain  the  Nature  of  the  Commiflion  given  to  the 
Apojlles. 

Secondly,  confider  the  Nature  of  the  Gift  conferred  in 
Ordination. 

Thirdly,  enquire  whether  the  Apojlles  were  meer  Presby- 
ters, or  whether  they  were  not  vefted  with  proper  Epifcopal 
Powers. 

Firft,  As  to  the  Nature  of  the  Apoflolical  Commiffion, 
which  is  on  all  Hands  agreed  to  be  the  Grand  Charter  for 
the  Evangelical  Miniftry,  in  all  its  Powers  and  Offices,  it  is 
delivered  in  fuch  general  and  yet  fo  few  Words,  that  it  is  by 
all  confeffed,  to  contain  more  in  its  Nature  than  is  expreffed ; 
for  taking  in  both  Places  where  the  Commiffion  is  men- 
tioned. Matth.  28.  19,  20.  John  20.  21,  22,  23.  we  find 
nothing  to  be  expreffed  in  both  of  them,  except  the  Powers 
of  Preaching,  of  Abfolution   and  Cenfures,  and  difpenfmg 

one 
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one  of  the  Sacraments ;  but  then  the  other  Sacrament  muft 
alfo  furely  be  meant,  as  well  as  there  mufl  be  included 
therein  the  Powers  of  Ordination  and  Government,  and 
therefore  the  Intent  and  Purport  of  this  Commiffion,  mufl 
be  gathered  from  the  Pra(ftice  of  the  Apojiles,  as  they  under- 
flood  and  explained  it  in  their  a6ling  by  and  upon  it. 

By  virtue  whereof  we  find  in  F'adl,  that  they  ordained 
Deacons,  befides  fome  lower  Offices  to  preach  and  to  baptize, 
that  in  fome  Churches  they  fettled  Presbyters,  as  at  Corinth^ 
who  had  the  Powers  of  both  Sacraments  and  Cenfures,  i 
Cor.  5.  5,  7,  12,  13.  2  Cor.  2,  6.  and  that  Diocefan  BiJJiops, 
in  whom  the  Powers  of  Ordination  and  Jurifdi(ftion  over  a 
Plurality  of  Presbyters  &  Churches  were  annexed,  were  fet- 
tled by  them,  in  their  respedtive  Sees,  is  evident  from  the 
Inftances  of  Timothy  and  Titus,  and  the  Apocalyptical 
Angels,  and  is  made  fully  to  appear  in  the  Defence  of  the 
Modejl  Proof.  So  that  if  following  the  Explanations  given 
of  this  Commiffion  by  Apoflolick  Pra6lice  be  warrantable, 
the  Affertors  of  Epifcopacy  are  undoubtedly  right.  Let  us 
now 

Secondly,  Confider  the  Nature  of  the  Gift  conferred  in 
Ordination,  and  thereby  is  unqueffionably  meant  the  OfHce 
and  the  Power  whereby  to  difcharge  it,  and  not  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  which  never  was,  nor  is  it  poffible  to  be,  in  the 
Power  of  Man  to  beftow ;  for  tho'  indeed  its  Influences  are 
conveyed  by  its  glorious  Author,  through  Means  and  Inflru- 
ments,  as  the  Word,  Sacraments  and  Impofltion  of  Hands, 
yet  no  Creature  in  a  proper  Senfe,  can  be  faid  to  confer  it ; 
and  therefore  the  Expreflion  mufl  be  taken  in  a  metaphori- 
cal Meaning,  let  it  be  ufed  by  whom  and  on  what  fide  foever. 

For 
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For  tho'  It's  faid  the  Holy  Ghofl  was  given  at  the  laying  on 
of  the  Apojlles  Hands,  A^s  8.  17.  yet  it  is  not  faid  they  gave 
it ;  and  tho'  our  Church  retains  our  Saviour's  Form  in  its 
Ordinations,  and  the  Ordainers  defire  the  Ordained  may 
receive  the  Holy  Ghoft,  yet  do  not  fay  that  they  beftow  it; 
their  Adlion  indeed  is  the  Conduit  of  its  Conveyance,  but 
its  felf  mufl  flow  from  the  Fountain  of  it. 

Thirdly,  Let  us  enquire  whether  the  Apojlles  were  meer 
Presbyters^  or  were  not  alfo  vefted  with  proper  Epifcopal 
Powers ;  and  here  the  Inftances  are  plain  and  numerous  to 
prove  them  fo  vefled,  as  in  their  Ordination  of  Deacons, 
A6ls  6.  5,  6.  Elders  in  every  City,  A6ls  14.  23.  and  BiJJwps, 
2  Tim.  I.  6.  Tit.  i.  5.  And  it's  granted  on  each  fide,  that 
the  Apojlles,  were  vefted  with  Jurifdidion  over  the  Presby- 
ters and  the  Churches  too. 

Having  thus  adjufted  thefe  Preliminaries,  I  fliall  now 
take  hold  on  the  Impartial  Hand,  if  it  is  not  too  nimble 
or  ill-natured  to  be  taken  in  its  own  way ;  and  all  that  is 
offered  will  be  fully  replied  to,  by  fetting  a  few  Texts  in 
their  true  Light. 

And  Firfl,  As  to  2  Tim.  1.6.  I  will  take  him  in  his  own 
way,  by  condemning  Calvin^  hijlitutes,  and  admitting  his 
Cominent  on  the  Text  that  Timothy  was  ordained  by  a  Col- 
ledge  of  Presbyters;  but  then  he  muft  grant  alfo,  that  thofe 
Presbyters  were  either  Apojlles,  or  meer  fmgle  Presbyters, 
and  P^?^/prefiding  among  them  in  either  Cafe:  If  the  firfl, 
our  Point  is  gained  ;  for  the  Apojlles  were  not  only  Presby- 
ters, but  BiJJwps  alfo  in  the  full  and  flrideft  Senfe  of  the 
Word,  by  the  third  Preliminary ;  and  this  will  fave  the  Credit 
and  the  Evidence  of  the  firfl  Epiftle  to  Timothy  for  Epif- 
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copacy,   and   be   exadly   agreeable   to  the    Pra6lice   of  the 
Church  of  England',  if  the  fecond  its  plain,  that  Paul  alone 
conferred  the   Gift,   that  is,  the   Office  and  the    Power  of 
executing  it,  which  is  there  its  meaning,  by  the  fecond   Pre- 
liminary, and  that  the  Presbylers  only  gave  their  Affent,  it 
being  impoffible  in  the  Nature  of  the  Thing,  that  the  Pres- 
byters could  have  any  other  Influence  on  the  A(?t;  for  taking 
him   in   his  own   way,  if  the  Gift  conferred   was  the   Holy 
Ghoft,  (which  by  the  way  I  do  not  grant)  and  if  Paul  alone 
did  not  confer  it,  then  every  fingle  Presbyter  d!\^  that  as  well 
as  he,  and  every  one  has  Power  to  give  it,  which  is  contrary 
to  his  own  Scheme,  which  confines  it  to  the  Apojlles ;  and  it 
will  follow,  that  the  more  ordaining  Presbyters  there  be,  the 
more  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  the  ordained  fhall  receive  ;  and  in 
that  Cafe,  who  v/ould  not  cover  to  be  ordained  by  an  Oecomen- 
ical  Council  of  them,  and  with  fuch  vafl  Collations  of  it  fuch 
a  Perfon  might  be  fitted  alfo  to  be  Pa/lor  of  the  Oecomenical 
Church,  and  in  Proportion,  thofe  who  had  fewer  Ordainers, 
had  fewer  Shares  in  this  Gift  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  propor- 
tionably  would  be  of  lefs  ufe  to  the  Church.     Or  if  by  Gift 
be  underftood  the  Office  and  the  Powers  for  its  Execution, 
as  feems  moft  evident,  then  if  Paul  did  not  alone  confer  it,  it 
will  follow,  that  each  ordaining  Pr^j-^^j/Z^r conferred  a  Part,  or 
the  Whole  of  his  Gift ;  if  a  Part,  it  would  gratify  the  Pub- 
lick,  to  condefcend    upon    what   Part,  or   how  many  there 
muft  be  to  make  up  the  Whole  ;  if  each  Ordainer  conferred 
the  whole  Gift,  then  in  proportion  to  their  Number,  muft 
the  Offices   be   multiplied,   and  then  inftead  of  One,  there 
might  be  a  dozen  or  more  Offices  conferred,  according  to 
the  number  of  Ordainers.    From  thefe  Reflexions  therefore, 

and 
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and  the  Abfurdities  that  flow  from  them,  it  muft  be  owned, 
that  if  there  were  Presbyters  who  laid  their  Hands  with 
Pauls  on  Timothy,  that  it  could  be  only  to  exprefs  their 
Confent ;  fo  that  whether  that  Place  refers  to  the  Presbyter- 
ate  or  Epijcopate,  he  is  extreamly  Ally  who  affirms  this  to  be 
an  Evafion,  it  being  demonftrable  from  the  very  Nature  of 
the  Adion,  that  it  could  be  for  no  other  End.  A  Second 
Text  is  A^s  13.  i.  where  he  fays,  we  fliall  find  Paul  and 
Barnabas  feparated  to  their  fpecial  Miniftry  among  the  Gen- 
tiles, by  the  Hands  of  certain  Prophets  and  Teachers  at  An- 
tioch,  who  were  neither  Apojllcs  nor  Diocefans,  but  has  he 
proved  it?  no,  that  is  an  unufual  Method  with  the  Writers 
on  that  fide ;  however,  we  cannot  believe  them,  when  the 
AfTertion  appears  plainly  falfe,  as  it  does  in  this  Cafe.  For 
in  that  Text  we  find  Perfons  there  of  a  fuperiour  Chara6ler 
to  meer  Presbyters,  and  yet  only  faid  there  to  be  Prophets 
and  Teachers;  for  it's  certain  Paul  and  Barnabas  were 
Apojlles,  and  as  fuch  of  a  fuperiour  Chara6ter  to  meer  Pres- 
byters, and  no  Reafon  can  be  given  to  quefiion  it  in  the 
others,  for  BiJJwps  not  being  always  mentioned  under  the 
Title  of  their  highefl  Office  and  Order,  it  will  not  follow,  that 
tho'  fometimes  named  under  the  Charafler  of  their  lowefl 
Order,  that  they  have  no  higher;  and  therefore  it  will  fol- 
low, that  if  Paul  and  Barnabas  were  (notwithflanding  their 
being  called  there  Prophets  and  Teachers)  really  Apojlles  or 
BiJJiops,  that  the  others  were  alfo  really  fuch,  tho'  with  them 
alfo  mentioned  under  inferiour  Charaders. 

As  to  I  Tim.  5.  17.  he  here  a6ts  the  difingenuous  Part,  in 
not  being  pofitive  which  of  the  Expofitions  he  is  for,  whether 
he  takes  the  Elders  for  the  fame  or  one,  as  he  words  it,  or  for 

two 
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two  kinds  of  Presbyters.  I  am  ready  to  think  he  is  fo  far  in 
the  right,  as  to  be  for  the  former,  and  that  he  allows  i  The/. 
5.  12.  to  be  a  good  Comment  on  that  Text,  the  Senfe 
whereof  according  to  him,  mufl  be,  that  part  of  your  Office 
which  is  Do6lrinal,  is  more  to  be  honoured,  than  that  which 
is  Ruling ;  or  you  are  to  be  honoured  as  a  Ruler,  but  with 
half  the  Honour  of  a  Teacher.  Now  this  filly  Expofition 
can  have  no  Confequence,  unlefs  he  can  prove  our  BiJJiops 
to  have  renounced  their  Powers  of  Preaching,  when  they 
were  vefted  with  the  Powers  of  Ruling ;  and  fince  this  is 
falfe  in  Fa61;,  it  remains,  that  fmce  to  their  Powers  of  Preach- 
ing, there  are  added  the  Powers  of  Ruling,  and  both  Offices 
joined,  the  honours  annexed  to  them  mud  be  alfo,  and  then 
it  will  follow,  that  they  are  to  be  honoured  with  all  the 
Honours  due  to  all  the  Offices. 

Upon  the  whole  therefore,  fince  it's  thus  evident,  even 
upon  the  Appendix  maker?,  own  way  of  arguing,  that  Paul 
alone  conferred  the  Office,  with  the  Powers  to  execute  it,  the 
Presbyters  only  affenting  to  it,  that  thofe  who  feparated  Paul 
and  Barnabas  were  Persons  of  a  fuperiour  Chara6ter  to  meer 
Presbyters,  and  that  BiJJiops  who  Ruled  well,  and  Labour  in 
Word  and  Do(5lrine,  are  to  be  held  worthy  of  more  than 
double  Honour,  becaufe  if  there  is  a  Complication  of  the 
Offices,  there  ought  to  be  of  the  Honours  annexed  to  them : 
The  Confequence  is  plain,  that  the  Appendix  maker  has  no 
lefs  miftaken  his  Argument  than  the  Remarker,  and  to  bor- 
row his  own  decent  Exprelfion,  Confujion  mujl  equally  cover 
them  both. 

FINIS, 


A  LETTER 


From  the  Author  of  the  Poftfcript  ^°  of  the  Defence  of  a 
Book,  Entituled,  A  Modejl  Proof  of  Church  Government, 
&c.,  to  Jonathan  Dickinfon,  Author  of  the  Remarks  on 
that  Poflfcript. 


SIR, 

I  received  your  Complement  of  Thanks  with  all  the  Re- 
fpe6l  that  was  due  for  fo  great  a  Favour ;  and  that  you 
may  be  convinced  how  acceptable  it  is  to  Me,  I  fhall 
again  Endeavour  to  deferve  well  at  your  Hands  for  fome 
more  fuch  good  Offices  to  the  Presbyterian  Caufe,  by  expof- 
ing  the  Defe6ts  of  this  your  grateful  Pacquet.  For  however 
neceffary  thofe  Defe6ls  may  be  to  your  felf,  it  is  not  necef- 
fary  that  the  World  fhould  be  troubled  with  them,  or  im- 
pofed  upon  by  them. 

If 

i**  The  reader   need   hardly   be  in-     count  of   Dr.  Dickinfon,    Vide  Vol.   I. 
formed  that  the  author  of  the  Poftfcript    p.  51,  note  42. 
was  Mr.  John  Checkley.     For  fome  ac- 
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If  the  Colledlion  of  Flowers  you  have  made  Page  2.  will 
make  a  Chaplet  to  adorn  your  Front,  you  may  Wear  it ;  for 
fuch  a  Coronet  will  well  become  the  Brow  of  an  Imaginary 
Victor. 

And  as  to  wrathftU  and  furious  Guides  defending  their 
Caufe  with  Swords  and  Staves ;  ibid.  If  all  the  Effufion  of 
Blood  in  the  Civil  Wars  in  England,  from  1641  to  1660,  If 
the  Murder  of  King  Charles  the  firft,  If  the  Perfecution  of 
the  Epifcopal  Church  in  Scotland  hnce  the  Revolution,  If  the 
daily  Difcoveries  of  the  fame  Spirit  to  the  Prejudice  of 
the  Church  where  it  has  Power,  and  its  Rancour  and  Malice 
where  it  has  not,  be  the  certain  Fruits  of  Moderation  and 
Mildnefs,  then  may  we  know  the  DilTenters  to  be  the  Meek 
and  Merciful  Ones  of  the  Earth,  and  their  Teachers  fure 
Guides  to  an  Eternity  of  Peace  and  Love. 

You  labour  under  a  great  Defe(5l  of  Underflanding  about 
the  Term  High  Church  and  Tory ;  for  the  Diftindtion  of 
High  and  Low  Church  has  no  Being  but  in  the  Fi6lion  of 
the  Church's  fpiteful  Enemies,  who  would  make  a  Schifm 
not  only  from,  but  in  it.  The  Church  of  England  was  the 
fame  in  Do6lrine  and  Difcipline  before  Archbifliop  Laud, 
that  it  has  been  fince,  and  is  ftill  the  fame  it  then  was,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  Gates  of  Hell  though  turned 
againft  it  by  all  the  DifTenters  in  the  World,  fhall  never  be 
able  to  prevail  that  it  fhall  not  continue  the  fame  unto  the 
End  of  Time. 

As  to  the  old  Diflin6lion  of   Whig  and  Tory^  the  former 

has   been  all   along  fligmatized  with  fuch  an  ignominious 

Brand,  that  the  latter  as  ftated  in  Oppofition  to  it  is  a  Mark 

of  Honour ;  and  all  that  love  the  Church  of  England  and 

VOL.  II. — 17  the 
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the  Conflitution,  will  doubtlefs  confent  that  their  Names  be 
impreffd  with  that  Charader." 

But  it  being  impoffible  to  follow  you  in  your  wild  Ramble, 
I  fliall  fix  a  Method  for  deteding  your  Defe6ls,  and  propofe 
This. 

Firji,  I  fhall  confider  the  Nature  of  your  Politicks. 
Secondly,  The  Manner  of  your  Reafoning.  And 

Thirdly,  The  Account  you  give  of  Fads.  And 

Firjl,  As  to  your  Politicks,  you  ad  the  Jacobite  under  the 
Cloak,  and  confefs  your  felf  a  dangerous  Enemy  to  the  Gov- 
ernment in  publifliing  to  the  World  the  Seditious  Principles 
of  Refifting  it,  and  loading  the  prefent  Eftablilhment  with 
the  Reproach  and  Infamy  of  its  being  founded  on  them.  It 
is  certain  that  if  thofe  who  made  the  Infurredion  at  Prejlon, 
had  been  paffively  obedient  to  the  prefent  Government,  they 
would  not  have  given  it  that  Diflurbance.  Did  the  Princi- 
ples of  Paffive  Obedience  and  Non-Refiflance  Infpire  every 
EngliJJi  Breafl,  there  would  not  be  a  Rebel  in  the  Nation  : 
Were  they  univerfally  entertained,  there  would  be  no  Plots 
or  Confpiracies  againfl  the  King,  for  the  Fears  of  Futurity 
founded  upon  Principle,  added  to  thofe  of  his  Frowns, 
would  keep  the  Crown  fecure  on  his  Head.  Nay,  the  more 
abfolute  and  the  more  unlimited  Senfe  the  Principles  of 
Obedience  and  Submiffion  are  underftood  in,  the  fafer  the 
Government.  And  here,  in  dutiful  Regards  to  the  prefent 
Eflablifliment,  I  mufl  Vindicate  it  from  the  vile  Afperfions 
you  blemifh  it  with,  in  affirming,  that  It  and  the  Revolution, 

its 

"   Vide  the   curious    origin   of    the     Wilfon.      Vol.  I.  pp.  73,  74.     London 
words,  "Whig"  and  "Tory,"    in    the     1830. 
Memoirs  of  Daniel  de  Foe,  by  Walter 


to  yonathan  Dickinfon.  131 

its  Foundation,  were  grounded  on  the  Principles  of  Refift- 
ance,  whereas  I  do  appeal  to  the  whole  Senfe  of  the  Legifla- 
ture  upon  that  Point  then  and  fince,  that  they  were  founded 
upon  the  Principles  of  Abdication,^^  and  the  Throne's  being 
Vacant,  and  not  upon  the  Prince  of  Orange  •&  Refifling  King 
James,  a  Principle  abhorred  by  the  EnglifJi  Nation,  and  only 
entertained  by  the  Seditious,  and  worfl  fort  of  Diffenters. 

Having  thus  confidered  how  aukwardly  you  a(fi;  the  Poli- 
tician, and  laid  open  your  Defeds  in  State  Affairs,  I  come 
now, 

Secondly,  To  enter  with  you  upon  the  Rational  Scene, 
and  confider  whether  you  manage  the  Argument  any  better 
without  than  you  did  with  Syllogifms,  that  we  may  difcern 
whether  you  be  not  troubled  with  a  Defe6l  of  Reafon.  And 
to  begin, 

Firfi,  With  your  Reafon ing  about  the  DaniJJi  Bi/Iiops,  it 
muft  needs  fail,  with  all  your  fine  Train  of  Confequences, 
unlefs  you  prove  that  Bugenhage  Ordained  them,  and  Knox 
the  Scots  Superintendants,  which,  bold  as  you  are,  you  will 

not 

12  This  doflrine  is  very  fully  and  of  the  lords  and  Commons,  met  in  a 
clearly  ftated  by  Sir  William  Black-  convention  upon  the  fuppofition  of  this 
Hone.  In  fpeaking  of  the  Revolution  vacancy,  both  houfes  came  to  this  refo- 
of  1688,  he  fays:  "  The  true  ground  and  lution  :  "that  King  James  the  Second 
principle  upon  which  that  memorable  having  endeavored  to  fubvert  the  con- 
event  proceeded,  was  an  entirely  new  ftitution  of  the  Kingdom,  by  breaking 
cafe  in  politics,  which  had  never  before  the  original  contrafl  between  King  and 
happened  in  our  hiftory  ;  the  abdication  people ;  and  by  the  advice  of  Jefuites  and 
of  the  reigning  monarch,  and  the  va-  other  wicked  perfons,  having  violated 
cancy  of  the  throne  thereupon.  It  was  the  fundamental  laws,  and  having  with- 
not  a  defeafance  of  the  right  of  fuccef-  drawn  himfelf  out  of  this  Kingdom  ;  has 
fion,  and  a  new  limitation  of  the  crown,  abdicated  the  government,  and  that  the 
by  the  King  and  both  houfes  of  Parlia-  throne  is  thereby  vacant."  Vide  "Com- 
ment :  it  was  the  a6l  of  the  nation  alone,  mentaries  on  the  Laws  of  England,"  by 
upon  a  convi(5lion  that  there  was  no  Sir  William  Blackftone.  Vol.  I.  Book  I. 
King  in  being.     For  in  a  full  afTembly  ch.  iii.  p.  211, 
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not  fare  venture  on ;  for  it  will  not  follow,  that  becaufe  thefe 
two  were  in  thofe  refpe6live  Countries  Inflruments  of  bring- 
ing on  the  Reformation,  that  therefore  they  vefled  Bifliops 
or  Superintendants  with  Powers  which  they  themfelves  had 
not,  any  more  than  that  William  Tindal  and  John  Rogers^ 
becaufe  they  were  like  Inflruments  of  the  Reformation  in 
England,  ordained  A  Bifhop  Cranmer  &  other  the  firft  Re- 
forming Bifliops.  It  being  therefore  found  in  Fa6l;  that  there 
are  Bifliops  in  Denmark,  it  may  very  juftly  be  concluded 
that  their  Popifli  Predeceffors  did  Reform  with  their  Reli- 
gion as  the  EngliJJi  Bifliops  did.  That  EngliJJi  Bifliops  did 
thus  reform  is  not  denied,  and  that  Scots  Bifliops  did  alfo 
thus  reform  is  evident  from  what  Knox  himfelf  fays  /.  260 
of  his  Hiftory,  that  there  were  prefent  in  the  Parliament 
held  in  Atiguji  1560  which  eftabliflied  the  Reformation  in 
that  Nation,  the  Bi/Jiop  of  Galloway,  the  Abbots  of  Lun- 
doris,  Culrofs,  St  Colme,  Inih,  Coldingham,  St  Mary  Ifle, 
and  the  Sub-Prior  of  St  Andrews,  with  divers  others,  who 
had  renounced  Papiflry  ;  io  whom  A.  B.  Spotfwood  adds,  the 
BifJioJ)  of  Argyle,  the  Prior  of  St.  Andrews,  the  Abbots  of 
Aberbrothick,  Kilwinning  a^id  Newbottle.  Spots.  Hifl. 
p.  149.  So  that  your  Premifes  not  being  Juft,  your  Confe- 
quences  cannot  make  themfelves.  A 

Second  Inftance  of  your  Defedl  of  Reafon  that  I  fliall  pro- 
duce, is  to  be  found  in  your  Anfwer  to  the  Queries  about 
the  Gofpel  Miniftry  in  our  Saviour's  Life  time  :  For  Page  12, 
you  fay,  that  our  Lords  Difciples  were  not  Members  of  the 
Gofpel  Church  :  Members  they  were  indeed  of  ChrijTs  ^nyfli- 
cal  Body,  and  fo  Member's  of  the  Catholick  Church  ;  but  fo 
likewife  were  the  godly  Antediluvian  Patriarchs  :  And  Page 

13. 
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13,  that  they  were  Preachers  of  the  Go/pel^  and  fo  were  Adam 
and  Noah. 

Now,  if  thefe  Affertions  contain  any  Truths,  they  muft  be 
thefe  :  That  the  Catholick  Church,  or  the  myftical  Body  of 
Chrift,  is  not  the  Gofpel  Church,  which  is  the  Catholick 
Church,  or  myftical  Body  of  Chrift :  And  that  Adam  and 
Noah  preached  as  the  Difciples  did,  that  Chrift  was  come 
in  the  Flefli.  But  you  fliould  alfo  have  told  us  your  Opin- 
ion, whether  Adam  preached  this  Do6frine  before  or  after 
the  Fall ;  and  if  Noah  preached  the  fame  before  the  Deluge, 
and  it  was  true,  where  our  Lord  was  in  the  Time  of  the 
Flood.  And  fmce  you  are  fo  ready  at  refolving  Queries  in 
the  Negative,  in  your  next  publick  Acknowledgments  try 
thefe, 

1.  Is  not  that  a  true  Gofpel  Church  where  Salvation 
through  the  Meffiah  already  come  is  purely  preached,  and 
both  Sacraments  are  duly  adminiftred,  by  Perfons  in  full 
Authority  for  both  thefe  A6f  ions  ? 

2.  Was  this  Do6trine  thus  preached,  and  both  the  Sacra- 
ments thus  adminiftred  in  our  Saviour's  Life  time  ? 

3.  Will  it  therefore  follow,  that  there  was  a  Gofpel  Church 
in  our  Saviour's  Life  time  ? 

4.  Can  a  Difpenfation  any  longer  fubfifl,  De  ^ure,  than  the 
appearing  of  the  Antitype  of  all  its  Types  and  Rites  ?         A 

Third  Inftance  of  your  defecft  of  Reafoning,  is  in  what 
you  Rave  about  thofe  Tables  the  Deacons  were  to  ferve  at. 
Page  15.  you  afk  a  Queftion  which  amounts  to  an  Affirma- 
tion in  your  Senfe.  Are  not  (fay  you)  the  Elements  in  the 
Euchariji  Meat  and  Drink  ?  I  anfwer,  in  a  Spiritual  Senfe 
they  are,  but  not  in  the  meaning  you  propofe  the  Queffion 

for: 
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for:  unlefs  you  will  be  fo  prophane  as  to  fit  and  fill  your 
Belly  at  the  Lord's  Table,  as  the  Widows  did  at  theirs ;  for 
you  have  inftituted  the  Parallel  betwixt  them  :  And  though 
the  Conclufion  will  not  follow,  that  becaufe  they  were  to 
take  Care  of  the  Poor,  and  ferve  at  the  Lord's  Table,  that 
therefore  they  were  to  Preach  and  Baptize ;  yet  it  will  follow 
that  they  were  to  Preach  and  Baptize,  becaufe  they  had  re- 
ceived Commiffion  for  thefe  Fun6tions  by  the  Impofition  of 
Apoftolical  Hands,  An,s  6.  6.  at  what  Time  they  were  ap- 
pointed alfo  for  the  other  Offices.  A 
Fourth  Inflance  of  this  Nature  is  the  Confufion  and 
Abfurdities  you  are  involved  in  about  my  Englifliing 
Evangelijl,  A  Preacher  of  the  Go/pel ;  For  the  Gramma- 
tical Conflrudlion  of  Words  is  the  fame,  whether  apply'd 
to  Sacred  or  to  Civil  Perfons,  Things,  or  Ufages:  all  the 
Difference  lies  in  their  appropriated  Signification.  Thus, 
to  Evangelize,  fignifies  in  a  Sacred  Senfe,  to  preach  the 
glad  Tidings  of  Salvation,  whether  by  Writing  or  by 
Word  is  not  material,  but  in  a  Civil  Senfe  to  declare  any 
good  Tidings,  though  the  Grammatical  Conflrudlion  in  both 
Senfes  be  the  fame.  Thus  the  Word  Apoflle  in  a  Sacred 
Senfe,  is  fixed  to  mean  a  particular  Officer  of  Jefus  Chrifl 
upon  afpecial  MeJ/age,  but  in  a  Civil,  any  kind  of  Meffenger. 
Thus  Bijliop  in  the  Gofpel  Senfe  always  means  an  Overfeer 
of  a  Flock  of  Men,  but  in  a  Civil  one,  an  Overfeer  of  any 
Flock  or  thing  whatever,  though  the  Grammatical  Conftruc- 
tion  in  both  Senfes  be  the  fame ;  that  is,  the  Genitive  Cafe 
and  Infinitive  Mood  will  always  be  the  fame  in  Nouns  and 
Verbs,  and  their  Mutual  Relations  to  each  other,  whatever 
Significations  they  bear.     And  here  from  your  Grammar 

you 
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you  have  conflrued  Abundance  of  Nonfenfe,  Page  i6.  where 
you  fay,  that  among  other  Means  of  Gofpellizing,  befides 
Preaching,  there  are  the  Ordination  of  Minifters,  and  the 
Adminijlration  of  the  Sacrameitts.  Which  Words,  if  they 
have  any  Meaning,  I  don't  fay  Senfe,  muft  fignify,  That  the 
Ordination  of  Minifters  who  never  preached  to  the  Heathen 
World,  fhould  convert  them  to  Chriflianity,  and  that  the 
Sacraments  fliould  be  adminiflred  unto  the  UngofpeUized, 
in  order  to  convert  them.  A 

Fifth  Inftance  of  your  Defe6tive  Reafon,  is,  your  arguing 
from  a  Simile,  Page  i8,  which  becaufe  it  doth  not  Quadrate 
in  all  Points  with  the  Thing  that  it  is  taken  to  reprefent, 
cannot  be  admitted  a  juft  Refemblance  of  it.  But  to  help 
your  Underftanding,  I  will  frame  a  Similitude,  and  for  once 
fuppofe,  and  but  fuppofe  it,  that  you  had  obtained  a  Com- 
miffion,  whofe  Nature,  by  reafon  it  was  contained  in  a  few 
Words,  but  fully  explained  to  you  by  the  Giver,  was  not  to 
be  underftood  by  others ;  but  by  your  Practice  upon  it,  and 
that  by  Virtue  thereof,  you  was,  though  not  Exprefly,  yet 
Intentionally  conflituted  Governour  of  Elizabeth  Town,  with 
full  Power  to  a6l  as  a  Governour  in  Council,  a  Juftice  of 
Peace  in  the  Court  of  Tryals,  with  Power  alfo  to  create 
Juftices  of  Peace,  and  tranfmit  your  Extraordinary  Commif- 
fion  to  your  Succeffors.  Now,  no  one  can  deny,  that  fome- 
times  you  a6l  as  Governour,  and  fometimes  as  a  Juftice  of 
Peace,  and  by  all  the  fame  Commiffion :  but  then  it  will  not 
follow,  that  any  other  Juftice  of  Peace,  whofe  Power  is  alfo 
derived  from  your  Commiffion,  can  acft  as  Governour,  nor 
any  other  whatfoever,  but  your  Succeffor  in  your  whole 
Powers.  So  that  the  Nature  of  your  Commiffion,  un- 
known 


136  Mr.  C keck  ley  s  Letter 

known  to  others,  is  only  to  be  underftood  by  the  Expla- 
nations you  give  of  it  in  your  Pracftice.  And  now  you 
muft  be  exceeding  Dull  if  you  don't,  and  Perverfe  if  you 
won't  fee  the  Application ;  for  the  Apoflles  by  their  Prac- 
tice did  explain  the  Nature  of  their  CommifTion,  and  in 
Fa(5l  did  in  Virtue  thereof  ordain  three  Orders  of  Gofpel 
Miniflers,  and  tranfmit  their  whole  Powers  to  their  own 
Succeffors. 

Having  thus  proved  you  to  be  defedlive  in  your  Reafon, 
I  fhall  now, 

Thirdly,  Prove  your  Defed  of  Truth  with  refped  to 
Fads.  I  have  in  my  Reply  to  the  Remarker,  and  my  An- 
imadverfions  on  your  Defence,  proved  that  all  the  Author- 
ities of  any  value,  both  Ancient  and  Modern,  quoted  by  you, 
were  fully  on  our  Side  of  the  Controverfy ;  and  therefore  it 
is  extremely  Silly  in  you  to  bring  them  in  again  without 
difproving  me.  You  have  not  denied  the  PalTage  that  I 
quoted  from  Eufebius  to  be  found  in  Him,  only  that  it  is 
mifplaced ;  and  as  for  Mifprinting  the  Word  Enalloge,  as 
fure  as  you  are  that  I  had  a  Corrector  of  the  Prefs,  fo  fure  I 
am  that  he  is  as  learned  a  Man  as  your  felf,  and  that  he 
underflands  Tropes  and  Figures  as  well  as  you  do.  That 
Error  was  owing  to  the  Hurry  of  the  Printer. 

Since  you  charge  me  with  a  Negled  of  the  Bifhop  of 
Crete,  I  offer  this  in  Defence  of  his  Chara6ter,  which  I  had 
then  no  Occafion  to  affert,  for  you  had  then  faid  no  more 
againft  it  than  you  do  now,  that  is,  nothing. 

If  there  were  any  Elders  in  Crete  when  Titus  was  left 
there,  they  were  not  able  to  Ordain  others,  elfe  why  was  he 
left  there  to  that  Purpofe  t    Nay,  even  after  he  had  ordained 

many. 
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many,  they  were  not  all  able  to  ordain  one,  elfe  why  was  he 
left  to  ordain  in  every  City  ? 

As  to  St.  Paul's  feeing  Chrift  before  his  Death,  you  are 
taken  in  the  Toils,  and  it's  needlefs  to  Flounce,  for  I  won't 
part  with  you  before  you  confefs  the  Falfliood  you  have 
afferted,  and  flill  will  defend,  and  therefore  fpeak  out.  Did 
St.  Paul  fee  our  Lord  before  his  Crucifixion }  If  you  fay 
he  did,  you  contradidt  the  Scripture  and  St.  Paul;  if  you 
fay  he  did  not,  you  contradi6t  your  felf ;  for  you  confefs  St. 
Paul  to  be  an  Apoftle,  and  yet  he  did  not  fee  our  Lord 
before  his  Death,  however  late  and  miraculous  the  Sight  of 
Him  was  after  his  Refurredlion.  It  is  the  Buhnefs  of  you 
and  your  Party,  and  not  mine,  to  anfwer  Mr.  Sage^  and 
Mr.  Dodwell\  ^*  nor  am  I  concerned  how  they  manage  their 
Arguments  in  confuting  Hereticks  or  Schifmaticks ;  I  will 
manage  you  as  I  pleafe,  and  not  fuffer  you  to  prefcribe  to 
me  the  meafures  of  doing  it,  no,  nor  judge  of  the  Perform- 
ance when  it  is  done :  And  therefore  your  repeated  Thanks 
is  all  Grin  and  Grimace,  that  is,  you  have  thanked  me  for 
nothing.  My  word  is  at  all  times  as  good  as  yours,  that  I 
have  not  given  up  the  Caufe  whofe  Defence  I  undertook ; 
that  I  have  proved  what  I  affirm,  and  among  other  things, 

that 

13  This  was  the  Rt.  Rv.  John  Sage,  and  was  eje6led  from  his  office  becaufe 

who  was  born  in  1652,  and  died  in  1 71 1 .  he  could  not  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance 

He  was    a  Scottifh    Bifhop,  a  man  of  to   William   and    Mary.       He   wrote  a 

great  learning,  and  was  the  author  of  volume    fhowing    the    "  Separation    of 

feveral  valuable  works.      One  entitled  Churches  from  Epifcopal  Government 

"The  Principles  of  the  Cyprianic  Age  to   be    Schifmatical,"    and  another,  on 

with    regard  to   Epifcopal    Power   and  "  The  one  Altar   and  the  one   Prieft- 

Jurifdi6tion."  hood."     His  learning  was  great,  but  his 

1*  Henry    Dodwell,   a   ProfefTor    of  judgment  was  defeftive.     His  theories 

Hiflory  at  Oxford,  was  born  in  1641,  led  him  to  abfurd  conclufions. 
and  died  in  171 1.     He  was  a  nonjuror, 
VOL.  II.  —  18 
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that  you  are  a  Trifler,  your  Judgment  is  not  to  be  taken  in 
the  Cafe.  We  have  appealed  to  the  Common  Senfe  of 
Mankind,  and  let  that  determine. 

And  now,  Jonathan,  upon  the  whole  of  this  neat  Perform- 
ance, I  have  two  things  to  offer. 

Firjl,  I  can't  think  that  your  Party  will  be  fo  profligate  of 
their  Reputation  (to  fpeak  in  your  Dialedl)  as  not  to  difown 
you  as  one  writing  (for)  Booty  and  Betraying  their  Caufe  ; 
/  for  if  you  write  as  a  Mercenary,  they  fee  their  Money  is  loft ; 
if  upon  the  Merits  of  the  Caufe,  that  you  prove  it  indefen- 
fible,  if  from  an  Itch  of  feeing  your  Name  in  Print,  that  you 
are  the  Derifion  of  the  Intelligent;  if  from  Principle,  that 
you  are  abandoned ;  fo  that  you  had  beft  give  over  in  Time, 
before  you  are  difcarded  on  all  Hands.  And, 

Secondly,  if  you  appear  again  with  the  fame  Confidence, 
and  no  more  Reafon  than  you  have  difcovered  in  your  Let- 
ter, you  fliall  e'en  for  me  feign  an  Antagonift  and  fight  him  ; 
for  I  will  not  have  my  Reputation  Arraigned  for  contending 
againft  an  Adverfary  of  your  Size.  Truth  will  bear  the 
Teft,  and  ftand  alone  againft  all  the  Affaults  that  are  made 
upon  it  by  impotent  Malice,  Venom,  difordered  Brains, 
Petulance  and  Ignorance,  Empty  Skulls,  Prophane  Ribal- 
dry, faucy  puny  Scriblers.  Concern  yourfelf  therefore 
only  with  what  you  underftand,  and  Study  to  be  quiet,  and 
mind  your  own  Bufmefs,  as  you  would  avoid  being  Crowned 
with  a  Garland  of  thofe  pretty  Epithets,-^^  and  engage  to  be 
Your  niojl  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

Jan,  19,  The  Author  of  the  Postscript. 

1724.  5- 

16  The  perfonalities  of  the  author  Dickinfon's  Remarks  on  Mr.  Checkley's 
will  be  better  underftood  and  more  eafily  Poflfcript  to  which  this  Letter  is  a  reply, 
appreciated  on  reading   the    Rev.  Dr. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

That  the  Defence  of  the  Modejl  Proof,  Sac.  has  given  a 
deep  and  fenlible,  nay  a  mortal  Wound  to  your  expiring 
Caufe,  is  demonflrable,  in  that  the  Supporters  of  it  hideoufly 
Roar  and  Rage  at  the  Smarting  of  it.  For  as  I  was  con- 
veying this  Letter  to  you  by  the  Way  of  the  Prefs,  I  was 
faluted  with  a  Pafquil,  probably  taken  out  of  old  IVol/'s 
Cabinet,  and  introduced  with  the  ufual  Cant  and  Candour 
of  the  Party,  whereby  the  Church  Robber  would  facrile- 
gioufly  deprive  it  of  all  its  Tythes  and  Revenues.^^  How- 
ever, it  has  given  me  an  Opportunity  of  undeceiving  many 
in  a  Point  of  fome  Confequence,  and  for  that  End  I  fliall 
prove, 

I^zr/^,  That  no  Layman  in  England  pays  any  thing  out  of 
his  own  Property  to  the  Clergy. 

Secondly,  That  no  Clergy  were  ever  lefs  burthenfome  to  a 
People,  than  the  Minifters  of  the  Church  of  England  in 
New  England. 

Thirdly,  That  the  Independent  Teachers  are  the  greatefl 
Oppreffors  in  the  Country.  Af  to  the 

Firjl,  Sir  Ed.  Coke  in  his  Comment  upon  Lit.  Ten.  L.  i. 
C.  9.  Par.  JT)'  Fol.  58.  tells  us,  That  it  appeareth  by  the  Laws 
and  Ordinances  of  Ancient  Kings,  and  efpecially  of  King 
Alfred,  that  thefirfl  Kings  of  this  Realm  had  all  the  Lands 

of 

i**  An    anonymous    pamphlet     was     Pomp,  and  State  of  the   BiJJiops  and 
publifhed  in  Bofton  about  this  time,  en-     other  clergy  in  the  Church  of  England. 
titled,  A  Brief  Account  of  the  Revenues,     Vide  pojlea,  Bibliography. 
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of  England  in  Demefne.  And  it  appears  plain  from  Ingulph^ 
Abbot  of  Crowland,  Flor.  of  Worcejler.  Hen.  of  Hunt^  Matth 
of  Wejlminjler,  that  when  all  the  Land  of  England  was  the 
King's  Property,  that  Ethelwolf  conferr'd  the  Tythes  upon 
the  Church  by  Royal  Charter,  dated  An.  855.  So  that  the 
Tythes  being  a  Royal  Gift,  cannot  be  claimed  by  the  Laity ; 
and  this  is  ftill  further  evident  in  that  when  they  purchafe 
Lands,  they  pay  fo  much  the  lefs  for  them  as  the  Value  of 
the  Tythes  amount  to.  As  to  the 

Second,  The  Church  of  England  Minifters  in  thefe  Parts 
feek  not  what  is  their  People's,  but  them,  and  are  content 
with  any  Affiftance  that  freely  flows  from  their  Benevolence. 

But 

Thirdly^  The  Cafe  is  the  Reverfe  with  the  Independent 
Teachers ;  for  from  what  other  Fountain  can  flow  the  un- 
grateful Perfecutions  of  the  Members  of  that  Church  which 
indulges  them  this  Liberty  merely  becaufe  they  can't  con- 
tribute to  fupport  their  Schifm,  and  the  unmerciful  Treat- 
ment of  their  Diffenting  Brethen  by  Fines,  Diflrefs  and 
Imprifonment  ? 


LETTERS 

OF   THE 

Rev.   John   Checkley. 


INTRODUCTORY   NOTE. 

JOHN  ADAMS,  the  fecond  Prefident  of  the  United 
States,  bequeathed  his  library  to  the  town  of  Ouincy, 
Maffachufetts.  As  the  books  were  not  fuited  to  the 
ufes  of  a  town  Hbrary,  they  have  been  placed  in  the  Public 
Library  of  the  City  of  Bofton,  where  they  are  acceffible  to 
ftudents  and  others  who  may  have  occafion  to  confult  them. 
Mr.  Charles  Francis  Adams,  now  Prefident  of  the  Maffa- 
chufetts Hiflorical  Society,  found  in  an  old  interleaved 
book  belonging  to  this  library  about  twenty  letters  written 
on  the  blank  fheets,  in  the  handwriting  and  with  the  fig- 
nature  of  John  Checkley.  The  volume  is  a  fmall  quarto, 
bound  in  parchment,  of  more  than  four  hundred  pages,  in 
the  Latin  language,  and  treating  principally  of  the  economy 
of  the  Old  Teftament,  with  this  title  :  Francisci  Burmanni, 
6".  Theol.  Doaoris  &  Profejforis,  SYNOPSIS  THEOLO- 

GIAE, 
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GIAE,  &  Speciatim  Oeconomiae  Foederorum  Dei,  ab  initio 
faeculorum  ufque  ad  confummationem  eorum.  Tomus 
VRioRpraecipue  comple5litur  Oeconomiam  Veteris  Teftamenti. 

The  volume  was  publifhed  at  Rheims  in  1671,  by  Cor- 
nelius J.  Noenardus,  Bookfeller. 

Mr.  Adams  having  confulted  with  the  Hon.  Mellen 
Chamberlain,  at  that  time  Librarian  of  the  Public  Library 
of  the  City  of  Bofton,  as  to  the  hiflorical  value  of  thefe  let- 
ters, and  finding  that  they  were  documents  of  fome  apparent 
hiflorical  importance,  they  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
prefent  editor  for  a  more  extended  and  critical  examination. 
They  were  difcovered  to  be  copies  of  communications  ad- 
dreffed  by  Mr.  Checkley  to  friends,  moftly  in  England,  to 
which  he  might  have  occafion  to  refer  in  the  future.  They 
cover  a  period  of  fomewhat  more  than  feven  years,  from 
06lober  10,  1720,  to  March  31,  1728,  and  probably  include 
but  a  fmall  part  of  Mr.  Checkley 's  extenfive  correfpondence. 

How  the  volume  containing  thefe  letters  paffed  from  the 
library  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Checkley  in  Providence,  Rhode 
Ifland,  to  the  library  of  Prefident  Adams  in  Braintree,  now 
Quincy,  Maffachufetts,  we  may  not  know  with  certainty. 
A  natural  conje6lure  may  not  be  far  out  of  the  way.  The 
Rev.  Dr.  Ebenezer  Miller,  a  brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Checkley, 
was  Recftor  of  Chrift  Church,  Braintree.  As  he  was  familiar 
with  many  of  the  events  mentioned  in  the  letters,  and  was 
perfonally  referred  to  in  feveral  of  them,  they  might  natu- 
rally enough,  after  the  death  of  his  brother-in-law,  Mr. 
Checkley,  come  into  his  poffeffion.  On  the  Rev.  Dr.  Miller's 
deceafe  the  volume  probably  pafTed,  by  gift  or  by  purchafe, 
into  the  library  of  Prefident  Adams. 

It 
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It  is  highly  probable  that  thefe  letters,  anterior  to  their 
recent  difcovery,  had  repofed  for  more  than  a  hundred  years 
in  the  old  Latin  quarto,  unread  and  unfeen  by  any  human 
eye. 

It  is  fortunate  that  they  have  been  preferved.  They 
were  written  to  intimate  friends,  with  great  freedom,  and 
undoubtedly  without  any  expe6lation  that  they  would  ever 
be  made  public.  Confequently  they  fhow  very  clearly  the 
tone,  temper,  and  fpirit  of  Mr.  Checkley,  his  force  of  will, 
his  devoutnefs,  his  zeal,  and  his  fleady  and  unyielding  per- 
feverance  in  what  he  believed  to  be  right,  irrefpedive  of 
his  perfonal  comfort  or  fame.  They  have  furniflied  much 
important  information,  not  only  elucidating  the  charadler 
and  career  of  Mr.  Checkley,  but  giving  fulnefs  and  complete- 
nefs  to  the  memoir  and  to  the  hiltorical  parts  of  this  work. 

E.  F.  S. 


Letter  to  John  Mortimer. 

To  J.  Mortimer  Efq--  F.  R.  S.     To  be  left  with  G.  Mortlock, 

or  R.  Robinfon,  Bookfellers  in  S*  Paul's   Church  Yard, 

London.^^ 

Boston,  Odlob'  lo.  1720 

M'  Mortimer,  this  Summer  I  bought  your  Art  of   Huf- 
bandry,  and  finding  in  the  Chapter  of  the  Oak,  that  you 

make 

^■^  John  Mortimer  publifhed  in  1707     lifhed   in    1702   a    book    entitled    The 
The    Whole   Art  of  Hiisbandry,    and      State  of  Religion. 
feveral  editions  were  fubfequently  ifTued.  It  will  be  obferved  that  in  the  poft- 

It  was  a  work  of  merit,  and  of  great     fcript  to  this  letter   Mr.  Checkley  re- 
importance  in  its  day.     He  alfo  pub-     quefts  to  be  addrefled  with  the  title  of 

Dr. 
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make  Mention  of  the  Oyl  extra6led  from  the  Acorns  of  the 
white  Oak  of  New  England ;  and  that  you  intimate  it  might 
be  of  Service,  if  fome  of  them  were  planted  in  England,  I 
have  fent  you  about  2  doz  Acorns  of  one  of  the  beft  &  fairefl 
white  Oaks  that  I  know  in  the  Country.  We  have  befides 
this,  4  other  Species  of  the  Oak,  viz  Cheflnut,  black,  grey 
&  red  Oak. 

I  propofe(God  willing)  to  be  in  London  about  16  Months 
hence,  and  if  either  your  Interefl  or  Curiofity  inclines  you  to 
accept  of  them,  I'll  bring  with  me  fome  Acorns  of  the  dif- 
ferent Sorts  of  Oak  which  the  Country  produces,  if  you  will 
but  pleafe  to  intimate  that  they  wou'd  be  acceptable  to  you, 
by  a  Letter  to  (SQ  your  (unknown)  Friend  &  very  humble 

Servant, 

J°  Checkley. 

P.  S.  I  have  likewife  fent  you  3  of  the  largeft  &  fairefl 
Wallnuts  (Shag-Barks)  that  I  have  feen.  Dired  to  D[  John 
Checkley  in  Bofton  New  England. 


Letter  to  John  Read. 

Boston,  Decemb,  31.  1720 
M'  John  Read, 

The  Orders  in  the  feveral  Letters  received  from  you  I 
have  in  a  great  Meafure  fulfill'd.  What  remains  undone  is 
as  follows,  viz;  the  papers  belonging  to  Hutton,  Erafmus 

James 

Dr.  He  kept,  at  this  time,  a  ftore  not  of  Do6lor.  There  were  other  Check- 
only  for  the  fale  of  books,  but  of  drugs  leys  in  Bofton,  and  the  title  may  have 
and  medicines.  Apothecaries  were  then,  been  neceffary  for  the  fake  of  identifi- 
as  fometimes  now,  known  by  the  title  cation. 
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James  &  Bufliell  not  deliver'd,  the  Owners  not  yet  coming 
for  them.  The  papers  againft  M'  Mather  I  have  ftill  by  me, 
the  reafon  this ;  I  flievved  them  to  M'  Hearne,  who  faid  it 
wou'd  be  to  no  purpofe  to  proceed  without  one  of  the  Wit- 
nefTes  cou'd  be  prefent  to  prove  the  Bond.  I  wifh  this 
Affair  had  been  committed  to  fome  other  Perfon,  left  my 
appearing  in  it  fhou'd  feem  to  proceed  from  Spite  &  ill 
Will.^« 

I  have  receiv'd  40/  on  your  Account  of  Read  of  Swanzy, 
but  nothing  yet  of  M""  Tyley.  Of  all  the  poor  Wretches 
haunting  my  Houfe  on  your  Account  lince  your  Departure, 
I  pity  none  more  than  Jones  who  is  concern'd  with  More- 
cock.  I  am  really  forry  you  did  not  leave  fome  Dire(5lions 
about  Him  ;  the  poor  Fellow  feems  to  be  in  great  Diftrefs. 
Depend  upon  it,  if  you  were  to  be  at  my  Houfe  again,  and  I 
had  the  leaft  Intimation  of  your  going  away,  I  wou'd  imme- 
diately clap  up  an  Advertifement  upon  the  Poft  before  the 
Door,  for  all  People  to  watch  as  well  as  pray,  and  bring  in 
their  refpedlive  claims ;  that  for  the  future  I  might  not  be 

under 

18  Dr.  Cotton  Mather  was  appointed  /efts  Hijlorical  Society^  Vol.  XXXII. 

adminiftrator  of   the  eftate  of  Nathan  pp.  122-129. 

Howells,  June  4, 1716.  Nearly  four  years  Mr.  Read  was  appointed  a  corn- 
had  elapfed,  and  he  had  not  returned  miffioner  by  the  Colony  of  Conne6licut, 
any  financial  account  of  his  proceed-  to  meet  in  Bofton  commiflioners  from 
ings.  Thofe  interefted  in  the  eftate  were  the  Colony  of  MaiTachufetts  Bay,  New 
clamorous  for  a  fettlement,  and  one,  Hampfhire,  and  Rhode  Ifland,  to  con- 
at  leaft,  had  given  the  Do6lor  reafon  fult  as  to  the  means  for  recovering  the 
to  fear  that  he  might  be  arrefted  for  credit  of  the  paper  money  in  circula- 
mal-adminiftration,  as  the  complainant  tion.  This  vifit  had  probably  occurred 
had  confulted  "  w*  an  able  Lawyer."  in  the  preceding  March,  when  he  had 
It  feems  highly  probable  that  "the  apparently  been  the  gueft  of  Mr. 
papers  againft  Mr.  Mather," here  fpoken  Checkley.  He  was  fubfequently  a  dif- 
of,  related  to  the  fettlement  of  Howells's  tinguiftied  lawyer  and  Attorney-General 
eftate.  For  a  full  account  of  this  mat-  of  Maffachufetts  Bay.  Vide  antea, 
ter,  Vide  Collections  of  the  Majfachu-  Vol.  I.  note  5,  p.  3. 
VOL.  11.  —  19 
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under  the  Neceffity  of  hearing  them  (curfe  their  litigious 
Brawls !)  talk  it  over,  (as  they  call  it)  or  quarrelling  with 
nine  in  ten  of  them  to  get  rid  of  it. 

Laft  Wednefday-Night  I  call'd  over  M""  Bering  and  his 
Wife  to  Supper,  to  whom  (by  the  Defire  of  my  Wife)  I  read 
your  Letters,  and  M'  Bering  is  refolv'd  to  fulfill  part  of  my 
Office,  that  is,  he  deligns  to  write  to  your  Wife  on  your 
Behalf. 

Sf  I  fhou'd  be  glad  if  you  cou'd  (without  much  Trouble) 
procure  for  me  fome  of  the  Stone-Inftruments  &c,  which 
were  ufed  by  the  Indians  before  the  Europeans  came  in  to 
this  Country.  It  may  be  Chicken  may  have,  or  may  give 
you  fome  Account  how  to  get,  fome  of  them.  I  have  feen 
in  many  Country  houfes  feveral  of  them  lying  about,  the 
people  making  no  Account  of  them.  They  are  often  found 
by  the  Plough-man  breaking-up  new  Ground  where  the 
Indians  ufed  to  fettle. 

It  is  very  probable  that  you  may  meet  with  fome  of  them 
at  New-Haven,  Fairfield  or  the  parts  adjacent :  if  you  meet 
with  any  of  them  in  any  of  your  Travels,  pleafe  to  pur- 
chafe  them,  and  order  them  down  to  my  Houfe,  and  I'll  pay 
for  them.  You  may  poflibly  wonder  what  I  have  to  do  with 
them,  but  your  Surprize  ought  to  ceafe  when  you  confider, 
that  Nothing  comes  amifs  to  a  Virtuofo ;  and  more  than 
that,  befides  the  vain  &  empty  Pleafure  (as  fome  call  it)  of 
ranging  them  in  their  feveral  Orders,  accompanied  with  the 
various  Species,  of  Butterflies  here.  Shells  there.  Rattles, 
Skins  &  Teeth  of  Rattlefnakes  in  that  Brawer,  and  on  this 
Shelf  dried  Toads,  Beetles  &  Pifmires  &c ;  beyond  all  this, 
I  fay,  I  have  a  further  Ufe  for  them  (fit  Inflruments  for  an 

airy 
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airy  Architedl  you'll  fay !)   in  building  my  Caftles  in  the 
Air.i^ 

My  Wife  gives  her  Service  to  you  &  your  Family,  but  is 
fomewhat  difpleafd,  that  in  all  your  Letters  you  made  no 
Mention  of  our  Son.^**  A  fpeedy  Account  of  your  getting 
fafe  home  and  finding  your  Family  in  Health,  (in  which 
State  I  pray  God  to  continue  them)  will  be  a  Pleafure  to 
(S"")  your  Friend  &  very  humble  Serv* 

Dame  Ufher  has  reed  her  Money.  J°  Checkley. 


Letter  to  John  Read. 

Christmas  Eve  at  Boston  1720. 
M""  John  Read, 

My  Friend,  in  Obedience  to  the  Commands  of  my  holy 
Mother  the  Church  of  England,  (that  moft  excellent  Branch 
of  the  Church  catholic)  I  am  endeavouring  to  prepare  my- 
felf  for  the  enfuing  Fellival,  the  grateful  Commemoration  of 
the  Nativity  of  our  great  &  glorious  Redeemer.  And  not- 
withftanding  that  Mirth  &  Joy  are  inconfiftent  with  the  juft 
Obfervation  of  a  Vigil,  being  rather  the  necelTary  Concomi- 
tants &  Decorations  of  a  Feaft,  yet  I  perceive,  that  it  is  not 
in  my  Power  to  fupprefs  the  fwelling  Exultations  in  my  Soul, 
which  are  raif'd  by  looking  forward  upon  the  coming  Day ; 
I  cannot  help  anticipating  the  approaching  Joy !     Believe 

me, 

13  Mr.  Checkley  was  clearly  a  natu-         '^^  The  Rev.  Mr.  Checkley  appears 
ralift  as  well  as  an  antiquary.    From  the     to  have  had  but  one  fon.      Vide  antea, 
Indian  ftone  implements  we   obtain  a     Vol.  I.  pp.  106,  107,  126. 
large  part  of  our  knowledge  of  the  mode 
of  life  of  the  aborigines. 
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me,  Friend,  when  I  refle(5l  upon  the  aflonilhing  Love  of  the 
Deity,  in  fending  his  only-begotten  into  the  World,  for  the 
Redemption  of  lofl  Mankind,  I  feel  what  I  cannot  exprefs, 
and  can  only  tell  you,  that  I  am  fure,  all  Nature  fliou'd 
rejoice,  and  fmg  their  grateful  Hallelujahs  to  the  God  of  all 
Grace  for  his  amazing  Love, 

For  which  the  Seraphim  rejoicing  bow'd  ; 

And  fang  Hofannahs  to  the  new-born  God ! 

Let  thefe,  my  raviQi'd  Soul,  thy  great  Examples  be. 

I  glow,  I  burn,  my  Heart  flrikes  quick,  and  every  Pulfe 
beats  Joy! 

But  now  to  change  the  Scene.  Alas !  my  Friend,  my 
Extafie  fubfides,  and  fmks  impetuous  to  a  Scene  of  Woe. 
An  horrid,  gloomy  Damp  has  chill'd  my  (jufl  now)  glowing 
Heart,  and  quench'd  the  rifing  Flame. 

I  mourn,  I  mourn  for  thofe  unhappy  Wretches  (tho' 
otherwife  my  Friends)  who  crucifie  afrefh,  and  add  new  Tor- 
tures to  their  fuffering  Lord.  Unhappy  Men  !  who  think  to 
merit  Heaven  by  A6ts  of  Difobedience,  and  vainly  flatter 
themfelves,  that  they  fhall  gain  the  Favour  of  the  eternal 
Father,  by  doing  (what  He  has  exprefly  forbidden)  Defpight 
to  the  eternal  Son. 

Is  it  not  amazing,  that  Men  fliou'd  glory  in  their  Non- 
commemoration  of  the  Day,  and  in  their  reviling  of  thofe 
who  religioufly  obferve  it,  and  (which  is  worfe)  take  pains  to 
make  all  Mankind  deteft  &  abhor  it.  This  is  what  I  call 
doing  Defpight  to  the  Son  of  God ;  and  'tis  this  which  has 
now  overwhelm'd  me  with  Grief. 

Flow  then  my  Tears, 

For  Tears  flow  nobly  fhed  for  lofl  Mankind. 

But 
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But  O  my  Soul  come  not  thou  near  the  Tents  of  thefe 
wicked  Men  ! 

And  that  you  my  Friend,  may  for  the  future  preferve  in- 
violate the  Unity  of  the  Faith  in  the  Bond  of  Peace,  and  no 
more  (by  herding  with  them)  encourage  thefe  wicked  Men, 
is  the  hearty  Prayer  of  your  Friend  &  very  humble  Serv* 

J°  Checkley. 


Letter  to  John  Read. 

Boston  January  30  1720 
Mr  John  Read 

S', 
The  Church  as  well  as  State  have  thought  fit  in  their 
great  Wifdom,  to  command  all  their  loving  Subje6ls  to 
obferve  religioufly  this  Day  as  a  Faft  for  ever,  to  deprecate 
thofe  heavy  Judgments  hanging  over  the  guilty  Nation, 
(which  they  fo  juftly  deferve)  for  fliedding  the  innocent  & 
facred  Blood  of  the  royal  Martyr.  And  it  is  my  Cuflom,  (in 
Obedience  to  the  Comands  of  my  lawful  Superiours,  and 
prompted  by  the  eternal  Rules  of  Good  &  Evil  to  a  juft 
Abhorrence  of  the  barbarous  &  inhumane  Regicide,)  it  is 
my  Pra6lice,  I  fay,  to  fliut  up  my  Shop  &  Houfe,  and  endea- 
vour with  my  Family  to  keep  a  Faft  unto  the  Lord ;  bewail- 
ing the  horrid  Caufes  of  the  gloomy  Day ;  and  praying  the 
God  of  Mercy  (as  that  merciful  Church  to  which  I  belong 
has  commanded  me)  to  forgive  thofe  unhappy,  wretch'd 
Men  who,  by  abetting  the  fame  wicked  Principles,  rea6l  the 
horrid  Crime ;  and  revile  &  laugh  at  us  even  while  we  are 
praying  for  them ! 

How 
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How  many  unchriftian,  indecent  Refle6lions  have  I  heard 
with  my  own  Ears  thrown  upon  me,  for  my  confciencious 
Obfervation  of  the  Day  ?  Making  me  worfe  than  a  Papift, 
or  even  the  Devil  himfelf,  for  ftriving  to  keep  alive  thofe 
Things  which  (they  fay)  ought  to  be  forgotten ;  by  reafon 
that  few  are  now  alive  who  were  real  A61;ors  in  them. 
But  thefe  unhappy  Men  (when  it  is  too  late)  may  to  their 
Sorrow  know,  that  the  Crimes  of  Parents  do  taint  and 
vitiate  the  Blood  of  their  Progeny :  that  the  crying  Sin  of 
fliedding  innocent  &  royal  Blood  (unlefs  an  hearty  and  uni- 
verfal  Contrition  wafli  out  the  fcarlet  Stain)  becomes  epi- 
demic &  includes  the  whole :  and  that  nothing  lefs  than  a 
national  Repentance  can  expiate  a  national  Crime. 

Therefore  how  much  Reafon  have  the  Nation  to  humble 
themfelves,  and  pray  to  the  God  of  Mercy  to  avert  that 
Wrath,  which  is  fo  juflly  due  to  the  Perpetrators  (and  all 
the  Abettors)  of  the  curfed  Fa6l !  And  alas !  There  are 
too,  too  many  who  defend  the  horrid  Regicides,  and  glory 
in  their  being  of  their  King-killing,  hellifli  Principles :  and 
there  are  too  many  others,  who,  tho'  they  do  not  avowedly 
profefs  thefe  diabolical  Tenets,  are  unhappily  deluded  by 
the  crafty  but  fpecious  Pretences  of  cunning,  wicked  Men, 
to  entertain  fuch  mifchievous  Principles,  as,  were  they  pur- 
fued  to  their  full  Length,  wou'd  inevitably  involve  them  in 
the  fame  Guilt,  and  make  them  (even  thefe  moderate  Men) 
rea6l  the  impious  Crime.  Therefore  O  my  Soul,  come  not 
into  their  Secret,  unto  their  AfTembly,  mine  Honour,  be  not 
thou  united :  for  in  their  Anger  they  flew  a  Man. 

With  Aftonifhment  &  Horrour  I  behold  thefe  wretched 
Mifcreants   lapping  (with  inhumane   Pleafure)   that    royal 

Blood 
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Blood  their  Fathers  flied,  and  gufting  after  vvorfe !  I  refledt 
with  Sorrow  upon  thefe  wicked  Principles,  which  have 
brought  down  fearful  Judgments  upon  the  whole  Land ; 
and  more  are  ftill  threaten'd.  Thefe,  thefe  unchriftian  Prac- 
tices &  Principles  it  was,  that  drove  the  next  Heirs  of  the 
Crown  into  Popifh  Countries.^^  Whence  all  the  Evils  that 
have  fmce  overtaken  us  have  vifibly  follow'd,  and  all  that 
Hill  threaten  us.  Thefe  horrid  Principles  have  brought  a 
Scandal  upon  the  Proteltant  Name,  and  indeed  upon  Chrif- 
tianity  itfelf,  which  is  blafphem'd  among  the  Heathen  upon 
their  Ace'.  Wherefore  that  you  &  I  and  all  Mankind  may 
know  &  pra6life  our  Duty  to  God  &  our  Prince,  is  the 
hearty  Prayer  of  (S")  your  fmcere  Friend  and  very  humble 
Servant,  John  Checkley. 

We  are  all  (I  thank  God)  pretty  well,  and  pray  for  the 
Profperity  of  yourfelf  &  Family. 

Letter  to  the  Hon.  Edmund  Halley,  F.  R.  S. 

Boston  April  26.  1721 
Cap7  Halley, 

The  Departure  of  my  honourable  Friend  Colonel  Nichol- 

fon  from  London,  has  in  fome  meafure  obliged  me  to  trouble 

you   with    this  Letter;  becaufe,  jufl  before    his  failing  for 

Carolina,  he  fent  me  a  verbal  Melfage  by  a  Gentleman,  that 

the   Hurry  of  his  Affairs  at  that  Time  had  hindered  him 

from 

2^  Had  the  reformers  in  the  time  of  der  Proteftant  influences,  we  can  well 

Charles  L  been  fatisfied  with  more  le-  imagine  that  the  trials  and  fulferings  of 

nient  meafures,  and   the  heirs  of  the  1688  might  have  been  averted. 
Crown  been  educated  in  England,  un- 
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from  procuring  me  what  He  defign'd,  but  that  He  wou'd 
defire  Cap'  Halley  to  fend  me  a  Certificate  relating  to  the 
Bufinefs  concerning  which  I  wrote  to  Him.  And  to  let 
you  know  (S')  what  that  Affair  was,  I  fhall  tranfcribe  the 
Letter  I  wrote  to  Colonel  Nicholfon,  and  entreat  you  wou'd 
have  the  Patience  to  read  it. 


To  His  Excellency  Colonel  Francis  Nicholson. 

Boston  Auguft  22.  1720. 
May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency.     (So  reciting  the  Letter  to 
Colonel  Nicholfon,  what  follows  is  to  Cap'  Halley.) 

Thus  (S')  you  have  both  my  Petition  &  the  Caufe  of  it. 
And  I  now  moft  humbly  entreat  of  you  (Cap'  Halley)  to 
fend  me  a  Certificate  under  your  own  Hand,  relating  to 
M*"  Mather's  being  a  Fellow  or  not  a  Fellow  of  the  royal 
Society.^"  Mr  Mather  has  publifh'd  a  Book  in  London  in 
1720,  entituled  the  Chriftian  Philofopher,  in  which  He 
writes  Himfelf  at  Length,  Fellow  of  the  royal  Society 
Teacher  Bradbury  ^^  writes  a  Preface  to  it  infcrib'd  to  M' 
Hollis.^  S",  your  fending  me  the  Certificate  by  the  very 
firfl    Opportunity,    will   capacitate    me    to    defend    myfelf 

from 

22  It  is  highly  probable  that  this  let-  lifhed  theological  works  in  feveral 
ter  to   Sir    Francis   Nicholfon  is    that     volumes. 

which  Dr.  Cotton  Mather  fays  was  24  Thomas  Mollis,  an  eminent  mer- 
"  publicly  read  in  the  Royal  Society."  chant  of  London,  born  1659,  died  in 
Videatitea,Vo\.\.'p.  \i.  A  full  account  London,  1731.  He  endowed  two  pro- 
of this  matter  will  be  found  antea,  feflbrfhips  in  Harvard  College,  one  of 
Vol.  I.  pp.  40-48.  Mathematics  and  another  of  Theology. 

23  This  refers  to  the  Rev.  Thomas  The  firft  profefTor  of  Theology  was 
Bradbury,  a  diftinguifhed  diffent-  the  Rev.  Edward  Wigglefworth.  Vide 
ing    minifter    in    London,    who    pub-  a«/^rtt,  Vol.  I.  p.  51,  note  41. 
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from  thefe  Sons  of  Strife,  Schifm  &  Sedition,  and  will  in- 
deed be  an  A(5l  of  Charity  to  a  diftreffed,  perfecuted  (but  I 
thank  God  a  true)  Son  of  our  Holy  Mother  the  Church  of 
England,  and  your  unknown,  but  very  humble  &  devoted 
Serv* 

]°  Checkley. 

To  the  honourable  Edmund  Halley,  L.L.D.,  and  Secretary 
of  the  royal  Society,  London. 
Diredl  to  Dodl'  John  Checkley  at  Bofton,  New  England. 


Letter  to  John  Curtice. 

Boston  June  6.  1721 
M®  John  Curtice, 

Your  Friend  M*" 
here  in  Bofton  having  informed  me  concerning  your  Af- 
fairs, I  take  this  Opportunity  by  the  fame  Gentleman  to 
fend  you  thefe  Books,  which  I  believe  are  new  to  you.  The 
Pamphlet  mark'd  N°  i,  I  defire  you  wou'd  pleafe  to  read 
firfl,  it  being  the  very  Bafis  &  Foundation  upon  which  the 
whole  Fabrick  depends.  In  thofe  few  Leaves  you  will  find 
it  demonftrated,  that  a  lineal  &  uninterrupted  Succeffion  of 
Gofpel  Minifters  is  not  only  abfolutely  neceffary  to  the 
Being  of  the  Chriftian  Church,  but  that  in  Fa6l  there  has 
adually  been  fuch  a  Succeffion.  The  Book  entituled,  The 
five  Difcourfes  ^  will  plainly  fliew  you  in  whom  that  Succef- 
fion 

25  The  author  of  the  Five  Difcourfes  was  the  Rev.  Charles  Leflie.    Vide  antea. 
Vol.  I.  p.  52,  note  43. 

VOL.  II.  —  20 
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fion  has  been  derived,  and  in  what  a  miferable  Condition 
(and  how  abandon'd  by  all  Sorts  of  Proteftants!)  thofe  un- 
happy, deluded  People  are,  who  have  rebelled  againfl  our 
holy  Mother  the  Church,  purely  becaufe  She  is  Epifcopal. 
You  will  find  likewife  two  Epiftles  of  the  Saint  &  glorious 
Martyr  Ignatius,  one  who  converf'd  with  the  very  Apoftles 
themfelves,  and  when  call'd  to  it,  he  like  a  brave  Soldier, 
undauntedly  following  the  Captain  of  his  Salvation,  fealed 
the  Tefhimony  of  Jefus  with  his  Blood.  You  will  find  in 
his  Epiftles  the  three  Orders,  Bifhop,  Prieft  &  Deacon,  as 
plainly  as  in  the  Canons  of  the  Church  of  England.  I  fhall 
fay  no  more  at  prefent,  but  commend  you  to  the  Grace  of 
God,  defiring  you  to  keep  thefe  Things  filent,  and  to  poffefs 
your  Soul  in  Patience,  expe6ling  a  Deliverance  from  Him 
only  who  is  able  to  fave.  I  entreat  you  to  come  down  here 
about  the  Time  of  our  commencement,  and  bring  thefe 
Books  with  you,  where  you  may  expe6l  to  meet  an  hearty 
Welcome  from  (S')  your  unknown  Friend  &  very  humble 
Serv* 

J°  Checkley. 
To  M'  John  Curtice  at  Weathersfield  in  Connedticut 


Letter  to  the  Rev.  James  McSparran. 

Boston  June  26.  1721. 
M"  Macsparran, 

Rev"!  Sy     I  fliou'd  have  wrote  to  you  fooner,  but  that  I 
heard   you  were  coming  down  here.     I  have  fent  you  the 
Dialogues  with  the  Anfwer  to  them,  being  the  joint  Labours 
of  the  grand  Committee,  but  taggd  together  by  M""  Wal- 
ter 
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ter^^  and  by  him  adorned  with  thofe  many  Billingfgate 
Flowers  which  have  fo  delicately  perfum'd  the  whole  Piece. 

I  cou'd  have  been  very  glad  if  you  had  been  fo  pleafd,  as 
to  have  honour'd  me  with  an  Ace'  of  your  Affairs,  efpecially 
relating  to  Briftol.  I  hear  that  they  are  about  building  a 
Church  there. 

If  you  cou'd  have  got  the  Majority  of  Briftol  to  have  voted 
for  you,  you  need  not  have  been  at  the  Charge  of  building, 
and  the  Laws  of  the  Province  wou'd  have  forc'd  Byfield  &c 
to  have  helped  maintain  you.^^    ¥■■  obliging  me  with  an  Ace' 

of 


2*  Vide  antea,  Vol.  I.  p.  3,  note  4 ; 
likewife  p.  34.  Two  of  his  publications 
are  noticed  in  the  Bibliography. 

2T  Some  account  of  Mr.  McSparran 
will  be  found  antea,  Vol.  I.  p.  78, 
note  64.  Before  he  was  ordained  he 
came  to  New  England,  and,  as  a  licen- 
tiate of  the  Presbytery  in  Scotland,  offi- 
ciated for  fome  time  in  Briftol  with  very 
unufual  fuccefs.  Both  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  and  the  town  concurred 
nearly  unanimoufly  in  an  invitation  to 
him  to  fettle  as  their  minifter.  Great 
hoftility  to  him  was,  however,  manifefted 
outfide  of  Briftol,  efpecially  among  the 
clergy.  Dr.  Cotton  Mather,  of  Bofton, 
taking  the  lead.  Scandalous  and  falfe 
reports  were  freely  circulated.  Mr. 
McSparran  withdrew,  and  in  the  autumn 
of  1 719  made  a  voyage  to  England  with 
the  expeflation  of  returning  in  the  fol- 
lowing fpring.  Thefe  extraordinary 
proceedings,  and  the  groundlefs  hoftility 
on  the  part  of  the  clergy,  led  him  to 
look  more  carefully  than  he  had  done 
before  into  the  claims  of  the  Church  of 
England.  As  a  refult  of  this  inveftiga- 
tion  he  applied  to  the  Bifhop  of  London 
for  orders,  which  he  received  Auguft 
20,    1720.      While   he   was    fettled  at 


North  Kiiigfton,  then  known  as  Narra- 
ganfett,  through  his  influence  St.  Mi- 
chael's Church,  Briftol,  was  organized 
and  eftablifhed. 

The  town  of  Briftol  was  at  firft  in- 
cluded within  the  domain  of  Plymouth 
Colony  ;  on  the  merging  of  that  Colony 
into  that  of  Maffachufetts  Bay,  it  be- 
came fubje6l  to  the  latter  Colony  until 
the  27th  day  of  January,  1746-7,  when 
Briftol  and  four  other  towns  became  a 
part  of  Rhode  Ifland.  The  laws  of 
Rhode  Ifland  were  tolerant  of  all  reli- 
gious bodies.  But  in  Maffachufetts  all 
perfons  were  taxed  to  fupport  the  ftand- 
ing  order,  whether  they  believed  their 
doctrines  or  attended  their  worfhip. 
Mr.  Checkley's  remark  about  the  "ma- 
jority "  and  forcing  "  Byfield  "  muft  be 
taken  as  a  humorous  farcafm  on  the 
injuftice  of  the  Maffachufetts  laws.  Na- 
thaniel Byfield  was  a  diftinguifhed  refi- 
dent,  and  in  fome  fenfe  the  founder  of 
the  town  of  Briftol.  He  was  Speaker 
of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  Chief 
Juftice  for  many  years  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  for  Briftol  County.  He 
was  rich,  di6latorial,  and  highly  influen- 
tial, the  tnagnate  of  the  little  town  of 
Briftol. 
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of  the  whole  Affair  ^  the  firft  Opportunity  will  be  very 
acceptable  to  (Reverend  S")  Your  Friend  and  very  humble 
Serv*, 

J°  Checkley. 


Letter  to  John  Curtice. 

Boston  May  2.  1722. 
M*"  John  Curtice, 

I  rec^  your  Letter  of  the  3*^  of  April  with  the  two  Books 
(Jovian  &  D""  Well's  Thefes  &c)  by  your  Friend  M'  Marks. 
You  defire  to  have  the  reft  of  the  Books  yet  longer,  on  Ace' 
that  the  awful  &  unexpedted  Death  of  your  Brother  (which 
I  lament  with  you)  has  been  fome  Hinderance  to  you  in 
your  Studies ;  to  which  (your  having  the  Books  fomething 
longer)  I  fhall  willingly  agree,  on  Condition  that  you  will 
ufe  your  utmoft  Diligence  in  revifmg  any  of  them  for  your 
further  Satisfa6fion.^^ 

I  fliou'd  have  been  very  glad  if  I  might  have  had  them 
all  return'd  before  this  Time,  becaufe  I  have  wanted  them 
very  much,  having  promif'd  moft  of  them  to  Gentlemen  in 
feveral  Parts  of  the  Country,  who  (in  thefe  degenerate 
Times)  have  fo  much  Courage,  as  to  dare  to  enquire  after 
Truth,  and  are  fo  honeft  as  to  be  willing  to  be  inform'd, 
and,  lamenting  their  unhappy  Condition,  with  the  greatefl 
Earneflnefs,  by  repeated  Letters  have  entreated  my  Affift- 

ance 

28  Mr.   John  Curtice,    of  Weatherf-  of  fome  importance,  but  was  bold,  fpecu- 

field,  Connefticut,  does  not  appear  to  lative,  and  unfuccefsful.  He  removed  to 

have    been    converted    by   the    "good  New  London,  and  was  a  leader  in  the 

books "  placed    in   his  hands  by  Mr.  Congregational  Church  in  certain  pro- 

Checkley.     He  became  a  bufinefs  man  pofed  reforms. 
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ance.  I  fliall  therefore  in  a  very  fhort  Time,  fend  you  my 
Orders  concerning  the  Books,  wherefore  I  defire,  that  you 
may  take  care  to  have  them  in  Readinefs 

Y'  Friend  &  humble  Serv* 

J°  Checkley. 

Warrant  upon  Mr.  John  Checkley. 

Suffolk  Ss. 

To  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Suffolk,  his  Under 
Sheriff  or  Deputy  Greeting. 


Whereas  the  Grand  Inquefl  for  the  County  of  Suffolk 
have  upon  their  Oath  prefented  John  Checkley  of  Bofton 
within  the  County  of  Suffolk  Shopkeeper  for  that  the  f"^ 
John  Checkley  on  the  thirteenth  Day  of  March  laft  paft  and 
at  fundry  other  Times  before  &  fince  did  falfely  wickedly 
malicioufly  &  feditioufly  publifli  utter  and  expofe  to  Sale 
or  caufe  to  be  publiflied  uttered  &  expofed  to  Sale,  a  feigned 
falfe  wicked  &  Scandalous  Libell,  Entituled  A  Short  &  Eafie 
Method  with  the  Deifts  &c. 

Thefe  are  therefore  in  his  Majeffy's  Name  to  will  and 
require  you  to  attach  the  Body  of  the  f*^  John  Checkley  (if 
he  may  be  found  in  your  Precin6l)  and  him  carry  before  One 
of  his  Majefly's  Juflices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Suf- 
folk in  Order  to  his  being  fecured  to  make  Anfwer  to  the 
f'^  Prefentment  at  the  Courts  of  General  Seffions  of  the 
Peace  to  be  holden  at  Bofton  for  &  within  the  faid  County 
of  Suffolk  on  Wednefday  the  iirft  Day  of  July  next.  Hereof 
fail  not,  and  make  return  of  this  Warrant  with  your  Doings 
thereon  unto  the  f^  Court.     Dated  at  Bofton  the  i8.  Day  of 

May 
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May   in  the   tenth   year    of    his    Majefty's    Reign    Annoq 
Domini  1724.     By  Order  of  Court 

John  Ballantine  Clerk. 

June  I.  John  Darrell  ferved  this  Warrant  upon  me,  and 
I  gave  in  Bail  to  appear,  D'  Geo  Steuart  &  I  being  bound  in 
a  Bond  of  £\oq?^ 


Letter  to  the  Rev.  John  Berriman. 

Boston  June  i.  1724 
Mr  Berriman 

Rev^  Sy  I  have  wrote  feveral  Letters  to  the  Gentlemen 
to  whom  I  had  the  Honour  to  be  known,  but  not  receiv- 
ing any  Anfwer  to  them,  I  am  obliged  to  conclude,  that 
either  the  DifTenters  have  flopp'd  my  Letters,  or  that  they 
were  unwelcom  Vifitants  to  thofe  worthy  Gentlemen,  whofe 
honoured  Names  they  wore,  and  therefore  were  treated 
accordingly  to  prevent  further  Trouble.  But  however  that 
may  be,  I  am  obliged  to  endeavour  to  find  out  fome  Friends 
in  England;  and  hoping  that  you  (S')  will  do  me  the 
Honour  to  be  fuch  unto  me,  I  fliall  take  the  Liberty  (in  this 
fond  Belief)  to  inform  you,  that  I  have  been  under  a  fevere 
Perfecution  from  our  dear  Brethren  the  godly  Diffenters, 
ever  fmce  I  arrived  here  ;  and  am  but  juft  now  come  down 
from  the  Narraganfet  Country,  whither  I  was  obliged  to 
flee  from  the  Fury  of  thefe  righteous.  Root  &  Branch  Re- 
formers.    This  Day   they  have  ferved  a  Bench    Warrant 

upon 

^  Vide  z,  full  account  of  this  profecution  and  trial  in  the  Memoir,  anteuy 
Vol.  I.  pp.  52-76. 
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upon  me,  and  I  have  given  Bail  to  appear  upon  the  i  of 
July,  to  anfwer  the  dreadful  Charge  of  falfely,  wickedly, 
malicioufly  &  feditioufly  expofing  to  fale,  a  certain  falfe, 
feigned  &  fcandalous  Libel,  (as  they  good  Men,  in  their 
(deiftical)  Warrant  have  filled  it !)  Entituled  A  Short  & 
Eafy  Method  with  the  Deifls  &c  —  Sy  You  may  think  it 
needlefs  to  afk  for  any  Affiltance  from  Home,  againfl  fuch  a 
fenfelefs  Charge ;  but  I  alTure  you,  I  ftand  very  much  in 
Need  of  the  good  OiKices  of  my  Friends  in  England  in  this 
Affair:  for  you  muft  know,  I  am  under  Bonds  of  ^200,  for 
my  refufmg  to  take  the  Oaths  to  the  Government,  and  tho' 
I  have  fmce  qualify 'd  myfelf  before  the  Secretary  and  the 
chief  Judge,  a  Certificate  of  which  under  the  Seal  of  the 
Province  will  be  fent  to  my  L"?  of  London,  yet  they  give 
out,  that  they  will  not  deliver  up  my  Bonds,  but  are  re- 
folved  to  make  a  Forfeiture  of  them,  by  declaring  the  Book 
a  Libel,  and  confequently  my  felling  of  it,  a  Breach  of  the 
Peace. 

Therefore  if  a  Noli profeqtd  cou'd  be  procured,  it  might 
come  in  Time  enough  to  anfwer  the  End,  for  I  defign  to 
carry  it  thro  all  their  Courts,  and  the  Final  IfTue  will  not  be 
until  next  May. 

I  fhou'd  be  glad  if  you  wou'd  communicate  this  to  your 
Brother  the  worthy  Dodlor,  who  I  believe  can  do  me 
Service. ^° 


^  The  Rev.  John  Berriman,  to  whom  the  Eaftern  languages,  the  Hebrew, 
this  letter  is  addrefled,  was  educated  at  Chaldee,  Arabic,  and  Syriac.  He  pub- 
Oxford,  and  later  was  Re£lor  of  St.  Al-  lifhed  numerous  theological  works,  ef- 
ban's  in  London.  He  was  a  learned  and  pecially  of  a  critical  and  controverfial 
critical  ftudent  of  the  New  Teftament.  charafter.  His  Life  was  written  by 
His  brother,  here  mentioned,  was  the  Dr.  Kippis.  Vide  2d  edition  of  Biogra- 
Rev.  Dr.  William  Berriman,  a  diftin-  phia  Britanica. 
guifhed  linguift,  particularly  learned  in 
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I  thank  you  for  your  kind  Remembrance  of  me  in  your 
Letter  to  D""  Cutler,  who  now  joins  with  me  in  returning 
our  Service  to  you  &  to  all  Friends,  and  hopes  that  the 
Gentlemen  on  your  Side  the  Water,  will  do  what  is  in  their 
Power  to  hinder  the  Book  from  being  declared  a  Libel, 
which  we  are  informed  they  have  fent  Home,  hoping  that 
fuch  a  Determination  will  be  procured  concerning  it.  D' 
Cutler  defires,  that  you  wou'd  communicate  this  as  foon  as 
may  be  to  y^  Rev*^  M""  Oliver,  hoping  that  He  will  do  the 
fame  to  Dean  Younger  &  the  worthy  Author  of  the  Faith 
&  Practice  of  a  Church  of  England  Man,  both  of  them 
Dignitaries  of  S'  Pauls,  and  to  as  many  as  He  fliall  think 
may  be  of  Service  in  the  Affair. 

It  wou'd  be  a  great  Service  to  me,  if  the  Impreffions 
which  have  been  made  upon  my  Lf  of  Lond''  might  be 
removed ;  for  I  know,  that  a  great  deal  of  Pains  has  been 
taken  to  render  me  unacceptable  to,  and  deprive  me  of  the 
Favour  of,  that  great  Man.^^ 

It  may  furprize  you  Sj"  when  I  tell  you,  that  M""  Henry 
Harris,  Affiftant  to  the  worthy  Redlor  of  the  King's  Chapel 
here,  has  joined  with  the  Diffenters  againft  the  Church,  and 
is  at  the  Bottom  of  this  whole  Affair ;  but  it  is  as  true  as  it 
is  ftrange.  It  is  hardly  poffible  to  tell  you  what  Damage 
has  been  done  to  the  Churches  here,  by  the  mifchievous 
condu6l  of  this  unhappy  Man.  The  Churches  of  Bofton  & 
of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Ifland  have  wrote  againft  him, 
defiring  that  He  may  be  removed.^ 

I 

81  The  Rt.  Rev.  Edmund  Gibfon,  32  y^^g  Hijlorical  Colle&ions  of  the 
D.D.jBifhop  of  London,  VideM&vnovc^  American  Colonial  Church,  by  the  Rt. 
antea,Yo\.  I.  pp.  95,  100,  et  paffim.  Rev.  Wm.  S.  Perry.     Vol.  III.  p.  155. 
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I  fhall  write  you  a  true  Narrative  of  the  Praying  Match 

&c,  defired  in  your  Letter,  th6  at  prefent  have  not  leifure  to 

write  any  other  Prayer,  than  that  you  wou'd  ufe  your  Inter- 

efl  w*''  your  Friends,  in  Favour  of  your  very  much  obliged  & 

very  humble  Serv! 

John  Checkley. 

Pleafe  to  inform  the  rev*^  M""  Sculler,  who  defir'd  me  to 
fend  fome  Beaver  Skins  for  the  Ufe  of  one  of  his  Friends, 
that  I  have  been  fo  warmly  purfu'd  by  my  enemies,  that  I 
have  been  almoft  conflrain'd  to  do  what  Naturalifts  relate  of 
that  Animal,  to  fave  my  own  Skin ;  and  for  that  Reafon 
cou'd  not  fend  any ;  tho  had  I  never  fo  much  Leifure,  it 
wou'd  not  have  anfwer'd  becaufe  Beaver  is  fo  very  dear,  that 
I  am  fure  his  Friend  muft  have  lofl  by  it. 


Letter  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Nath.  Marshall.^ 

Boston  June  19.  1724. 
D"  Marshal, 

Rev^  S!"  I  fhou'd  not  have  troubled  you  with  this  Letter, 
did  I  not  think  myfelf  under  a  Neceffity  of  doing  it.  I  have 
already  met  with  a  great  deal,  and  am  likely  to  undergo  a 
larger  Share,  of  Trouble  from  the  Independents  here,  on 
Account  of  my  Endeavours  to  ferve  the  Interelt  of  the 
Eflablifhed  Chh. 

I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  a  true  State  of   my  Cafe. 

After 

83  Vide  antea,  Vol.  L,  for  brief  no-  40,  on  page  50,  is  confirmed  by  a  ftate- 
tice  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Mar-  ment  of  Judge  Sewall  in  his  Diary, 
fhall,  Memoir,  p.  114.     Our  note  No.     Sept.  24,  1723,  Vol.  IIL,  p.  326,  when  he 

VOL.  II.  —  21  ^^y^ 
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After  my  Arrival  here,  which  was  upon  the  20'^  of  Septem- 
ber, 1723,  I  kept  the  Books,  which  I  caufd  to  be  printed  in 
England  clofe,  without  expofmg  one  of  them,  the  Diffenters 
in  the  mean  while  attacking  the  Church  from  the  Writings 
of  Tindal,  Toland,  Collins  &  fuch  like  wretched  Patrons  of 
Atheifm  &  Infidelity,  until  there  was  no  more  Room  for  Pa- 
tience ;  wherefore  upon  the  27.  of  February  (they  having  pub- 
lifhed  a  very  fevere  Pamphlet  ^  againft  the  Church  but  the 
Week  before,  and  which  they  gave  out  was  unanfwerable) 
I  expofd  the  Book  to  Sale.  They  were  very  much  alarm'd 
by  it,  and  particularly  by  Reafon  of  fo  many  People  pub- 
lickly  declaring,  that  if  the  Miniflers  did  not  fairly  anfwer 
that  Book,  they  wou'd  declare  for  the  Church.  The  Teach- 
ers here  had  Senfe  enough  to  know,  that  Matters  of  Fa6l 
are  flubborn  Things,  and  will  not  bend  &  twift,  nor  be 
turned  infide  out  like  Words  &  Phrafes,  Difputes  concern- 
ing which  may  be  continued  ad  Infinitum,  but  there's  no 
dodging  &  fliifting  with  Matters  of  Fad:  and  that  Book 
had  reduced  the  Difpute  to  a  Point  of  Fad,  viz  When  did 
Epifcopacy  begin  ?  Thefe  Gentlemen  not  being  able  to  an- 
fwer this  Queftion,  any  otherwife  than  by  deriving  it  from 
the  Apoflles,  or  very  near  the  Apoftolic  Age  according  to 
their  two  great  Heroes,  Blondel  and  Salmafius :  they  were  re- 

folved 

fays  the  Rev.  Dr.  Timothy  Cutler  came  ably  preaching  at  St.  Anne's    Church, 

up  from  Newbury   in  the  rain.     This  of  which  the  Rev.  Matthias  Plant  was 

was  Monday  the  24th.     They  all  prob-  at  that  time  Re6lor,   and  came   up  to 

ably  arrived  in  port  at  Newbury,  now  Bofton  "  in  the  rain  "  on  Monday. 

Newburyport,    on    the   previous  week,  ^^  This   was    undoubtedly    Dr.  Cot- 

and  Mr.  Checkley  took  poft  at  once  for  ton  Mather's  pamphlet  entitled  '*Some 

Bofton,  where  he  arrived  on  September  Seafonable  Inquiries,"  &c..    Vide  Bib- 

20th,  while  Mr.  Cutler  and  Dr.  Johnfon  liography,  po/iea. 
remained,  paffing  the  Sunday,  and  prob- 
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folved  to  bring  an  Odium  upon  the  Book,  and  accordingly 
have  Recourfe  to  their  old  Stratagem  of  crying  out 
Treafon  ! 

The  Minifters  had  a  Meeting,  and  as  I  have  been  inform'd 
gave  it  as  their  Opinion,  that  the  Book  fliou'd  be  condemned 
as  a  Libel  againft  the  Government,  and  that  I  lliou'd  be 
profecuted  as  a  Libeller. 

Whereupon  an  Order  was  fent  from  the  Lieuten*  Gov- 
ernor &  Council  to  the  King's  Advocate,  (the  Attorny 
General  not  being  in  Town)  to  affift  the  Grand  Jury  in 
drawing  up  a  Prefentation  againft  a  Book,  Entituled  A 
Short  &  Eafie  Method  with  the  Deifls  &c.  and  another 
againll  the  Author  or  Publifher  when  found.  Upon  hear- 
ing of  this,  I  went  to  the  Advocate  General  and  inform'd 
him,  that  I  brought  thofe  Books  from  England  with  me, 
and  was  the  Perfon  who  had  fold  feveral  of  them.  The 
Reafon  of  my  ading  thus,  was  to  prevent  the  Book  from 
being  condemned  before  any  Plea  was  made  in  its  Defence, 
which  was  the  Delign  of  the  Judges,  to  condemn  the  Book 
as  a  Libel,  and  then  to  profecute  me  as  a  Spreader  of  a 
Libel.  But  my  Information  to  the  Advocate  General 
obliged  him  to  prefent  me  as  the  Seller  of  the  Book,  which 
prevented  their  a6ling  ag'*  the  Book  as  they  defign'd,  it 
now  being  made  perfonal,  therefore  nothing  cou'd  be  done 
upon  it,  without  my  being  prefent  in  Court. 

Things  Handing  thus,  upon  the  30  of  March,  by  the 
advice  of  all  my  Friends,  I  left  the  Town,  nothing  yet  being 
ferved  upon  me,  and  travell'd  up  into  the  Narraganfet 
Country,  and  from  thence  I  went  up  towards  the  Weflern 
Frontiers  of  Conne(5licut,  to  a  Town  where  the  People  were 

inclined 
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inclined  to,  and  have  fince  declared  for,  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, about  200  Miles  from  Bofton.  During  my  Abfence 
they  had  fundry  Debates  in  what  Method  to  proceed,  and 
came  to  a  Refolution  to  condemn  the  Book,  which  they 
wou'd  have  put  in  Execution,  had  not  one  Gentleman  upon 
the  Bench  declared  againft  their  Proceedings,  fliewing  them 
the  Injuftice  of  condemning  a  Book  before  they  had  read  it, 
and  likewife  fliewing  them  the  very  Paragraphs  againfl  w'^*' 
they  obje6ted,  in  Books  printed  above  20  Years  before,  and 
fent  over  hither  by  the  honourable  Society  with  their  Mif- 
fionaries.  This  Gentleman's  Talk  put  fome  Stop  to  their 
Fury ;  tho  he  cou'd  not  prevent  their  appointing  M""  Hews 
(who  was  my  Council)  to  fupply  the  Place  of  the  King's 
Attorney,  which  was  a  method  they  took  to  deprive  me  of 
any  Affiftance  from  y^  Lawyers.  The  Reafon  of  the  Ad- 
vice given  by  my  Friends  to  leave  the  Town,  was  on  this 
Account,  viz  The  Seflions  was  to  be  on  the  Firff  of  April, 
and  I  cou'd  only  appeal  to  the  Affize  in  May  following, 
which  wou'd  finally  determine  it:  whereas  by  avoiding 
thefe  two  Courts,  it  cou'd  not  be  brought  on  till  July,  and 
then  an  Appeal  lay  to  the  Aflize  in  Novemb"" ;  which  wou'd 
be  fuch  a  Length  of  Time,  that  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Church  hoped,  that  fomething  might  be  procured  from  Eng- 
land to  put  a  Stop  to  their  Proceedings^ 

Upon  y'  16  of  May  I  came  to  Bofton,  and  immediately 
apply 'd  myfelf  to  one  of  the  Juftices  of  y^  Seffions,  defir- 
ing  that  he  wou'd  appoint  a  Time,  when  I  might  wait  upon 

him 

35  This  explains  Mr.  Checkley's  with-     weeks.     His  "  withdrawal  "  was  cited 
drawal  from    the    Province    for   fome     by  his  enemies  as  evidence  of  his  guilt. 
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him  to  take  the  Oaths,  in  Order  to  remove  that  fcandalous 
Report  of  my  being  difaffedled.  The  Gentleman  feem'd 
fomething  furpriz'd  &  put  me  off  till  another  Time ;  but  he 
immediately  acquainted  the  other  Juflices  of  what  had 
paffed,  and  it  was  refolved,  that  Methods  fhou'd  be  taken  to 
put  me  off  till  a  Warrant  cou'd  be  ferved  upon  me.  But 
upon  the  20  of  May  I  went  to  the  Secretary's  Office  & 
demanded  of  him  &  the  chief  Judge  of  the  Inferiour  Court 
to  tender  the  Oaths  to  me.  The  Secretary  (who  is  one  of 
the  Juftices  of  the  Seflions)  treated  me  with  ill  Manners, 
and  told  me,  that  my  taking  the  Oaths  fliou'd  be  of  no  Ser- 
vice to  me  as  to  the  Perfecution  that  wou'd  be  ag[ainfl]  me. 
I  demanded  a  Certificate  under  the  Seal  of  the  Province, 
which  M'  Myles  has  fent  to  my  L^  of  Lond",  which  will 
make  it  appear  that  I  did  it  of  my  own  free  will  &  Motion. 
Upon  the  firft  of  June  they  ferved  a  Bench  Warrant  upon 
me,  and  I  gave  in  ^100  Bail  to  appear  upon  the  i  of  July 
at  the  General  Seflions.  They  have  found  out  Methods  of 
retaining  all  the  Lawyers,  except  one,  and  it  is  given  out 
that  He  will  be  chofen  King's  Attorney  juft  before  the 
Court;  and  thus  they  defign  to  cut  me  off  from  any 
Council. 

S!  It  is  very  hard  to  bear  fuch  Treatment;  but  it  is  much 
harder  to  bear,  that  fome  of  thofe  very  Priefts  whofe  facred 
Orders  &  Fun6lions  I  have  taken  fo  much  Pains  to  defend, 
at  y^  Expence  of  my  Eftate,  my  Liberty  &  Health,  againfl 
Atheifts,  Deifts  &  Diffenters,  fliou'd  be  willing  to  give  me 
up  to  their  Fury,  and  devote  me  to  Ruin.^*^  Thofe  Gentle- 
men 

36  Two  of  the  clergy  of  the  Church     ris,  affiftant  minifter  of  King's  Chapel, 
of  England,  viz.,  the  Rev.  Henry  Har-     and  the  Rev.  David  Moffom,  of  St.  Mi- 
chael's 
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men  know  not  the  Fatigues,  the  Journeying  &  Labour  I 
have  undergone  for  their  Sake.  I  wifh  they  wou'd  give 
themfelves  the  Trouble  to  look  into  the  five  Difcourfes  by 
the  Author  of  the  Snake  in  the  Grafs,  printed  in  y^  year 
1700,  and  there  they  v/ill  find  moft  of  the  PafTages  which 
are  obje6led  againft,  as  you  will  fee  by  the  inclofed  Indi6t- 
ment.  From  the  ^f^  Page  to  y^  End  I  took  entirely  from 
a  fmall  Pamphlet  prefac'd  &  recommended  by  that  great 
Man  M'  Nelfon.  And  what  other  PafTages  or  Affertions 
found  Fault  with,  not  in  thofe  Books,  I  have  learn'd  them 
from  M""  Hoadly's  Book  againfl  Calamy,  Dy  Bretts  Church 
Government,  D'  Potter's  Church  Government,  &  our  moll 
rev"^  Metropolitan's  Edition  of  y^  Ignatian  Epiflles  &c  when 
Bp  of  Lincoln^  I  am  a  Difciple  of  thefe  great  Men ;  and 
I  hope  my  L^  of  London  will  not  fuffer  their  Writings  to  be 
branded  w'''  Infamy,  nor  their  Scholar  to  be  given  up  to  the 
Fury  of  thefe  Independent  Zealots. 

I  beg  S"",  that  you  wou'd  ufe  your  Interefl  in  Favour  of 
your  very  much  obliged  and  very  humble  Serv* 

J°  Checkley.^^ 

Letter  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  Bennet. 

Boston  New  England  June  25.  1724 
D".  Bennet 

Rev*^  Sy     I  wrote  to  you  fome  M°'  agone  &  to  a  great 
Number  of  Gentlemen,  to  whom  I  had  the  Honour  to  be 

known, 

chad's  Church,  Marblehead,  did  not  ^8  Here  follows  among  Mr.  Check- 
approve  of  Mr.  Checkley's  proceedings,  ley's  manufcript  letters  a  copy,  in  his 
Vide  antea,  Vol.  I.  pp.  78,  79,  note  69.  handwriting,  of  his  prefentment.  As  it 
^■^  His  Grace,  the  Rt.  Rev.  WiUiam  has  been  printed  in  a  certified  copy  at 
Wake,  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury.  pages  1-8,  Vol.  II.,  it  is  omitted  here. 
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known,  but  have  fince  learned,  that  my  Packet  was  inter- 
cepted by  y^  Diffenters.  Wherefore  I  take  this  Opportu- 
nity (by  a  fure  Hand)  of  returning  you  thanks  for  the  many 
Civilities  received  in  England  from  you  &  from  your  good 
Lady,  who  (together  with  your  dear  Children)  I  hope  is 
well,  to  whom  pray  make  my  Service  acceptable.^^  I  have 
been  fadly  haraffed  &  perfecuted  by  the  Diffenters  here,  on 
Account  of  the  Book  I  caufed  to  be  printed  in  England,  and 
am  but  juft  now  come  down  from  y*  Narraganfet  Country^ 
and  from  y^  Weflern  Frontiers  of  Connedficut,  whither  I  was 
obliged  to  flee  from  their  Fury,  above  200  Miles  from  Bof- 
ton.  'Tis  not  poflible  to  exprefs  their  Rage  &  Madnefs  by 
Reafon  of  the  great  Increafe  of  the  Church,  throughout  the 
whole  Country.  They  have  ferved  a  Bench  Warrant  upon 
me,  and  I  am  to  appear  next  Wednefday  at  y^  General  Sef- 
fions.  I  have  fent  a  Copy  of  y^  Indidment  to  D'  Marflial, 
and  fhoud  be  glad  if  you  wou'd  pleafe  to  look  upon  it. 
There  you  will  fee  the  Moderation  of  thefe  mild  &  moderate 
Men.  You  muff  know  S",  that  I  was  under  Bonds  of  ^200 
until  I  fliou'd  take  the  Oaths,  which  was  the  Condition  of 
my  Bonds,  and  tho  I  have  taken  the  Oaths,  (a  Certificate 
whereof  under  the  Seal  of  the  Province  is  fent  to  my  Lord  of 
London)  yet  they  refufe  to  give  me  up  my  Bonds,  defigning 

to 

39   Vide  Vol.  I.  note  99,  p.   115,  for  may  well  believe  he  lingered  for  fome 

mention  of  the  numerous  treatifes  pub-  time.     He   appears   afterward  to  have 

lifted  by  Dr.  Bennet.  vifited  the  Quinnebaug  Indians.      Vide 

^^  Mr.   Checkley's  friend,  the    Rev.  Vol.  I.  note   94,  p.  112,  for   fome   ac- 

James   McSparran,  was   Re6lor  of  St.  count  of  this  family  of  the  aborigines. 

Paul's  Church,  North  Kingfton,  and  his  What  places  he  vifited  on  the  "  Weft- 

jurifdidlion    extended    over  the  whole  ern  Frontiers  of  Conne6licut  "  we  can- 

"  Narraganfet  Country."     With  him  we  not  clearly  afcertain. 
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to  make  a  Forfeiture  of  them,  by  declaring  the  Book  a  Libel 
againft  the  Governm*  &c,  and  confequently  my  felling  of 
it  a  Breach  of  the  Peace.  I  fland  very  much  in  Need  of  y^ 
good  OfHces  of  my  Friends  in  England  in  this  Affair.  If 
my  L*^  of  Lond"  wou'd  condefcend  to  be  my  Friend,  I  cou'd 
foon  put  it  out  of  the  Power  of  thefe  Men  to  hurt  me.  But 
that  great  Man  has  already  received  Impreffions  to  my  Dif- 
fervice.  I  wou'd  ftrive  by  all  poffible  (honourable)  Methods 
to  gain  his  Favour,  but  what  P!  of  y^  Compafs  to  fleer  to 
reach  that  wifh'd  for  Haven,  I  know  not.  If  I  were  in 
Orders  &:  upon  y^  Miffion,  they  wou'd  not  dare  to  treat  me 
thus.  I  fliou'd  not  be  fo  follicitous  of  being  fkreen'd  from 
that  ruin,  to  which  the  Independents  have  devoted  me,  (and 
which  they  will  certainly  effe6l  if  my  L^  of  Lond"  remains 
my  Enemy)  were  it  not  for  my  poor  Wife,  that  dear,  tender 
Partner  of  my  Grief,  (who  is  almoft  frightened  to  Death 
already  by  their  Proceedings)  and  three  fmall  children ;  but 
wou'd  cover  my  felf,  not  with  a  Mantle,  but  with  my  Hon- 
efly  &  Innocence,  and  inflead  of  being  furpriz'd  like 
Cezar  to  fee  his  Friend  among  the  AfTafhns,  I  wou'd  fmile 
on  Brutus  when  he  gave  the  Blow:  hoping  that  fome  of 
thofe  rev"!  Gentlemen,  whofe  Friendfliip  I  cou'd  not  gain, 
wou'd  at  leaft  think  me  worthy  of  CompalTion,  fince  the 
Defending  of  their  facred  Charadler,  at  the  Expence  of 
every  Thing  dear  to  me,  was  my  greatefl  Crime.  And  1 
fhou'd  think  it  a  fufficient  Honour,  to  have  it  faid  of  me, 
that  the  Perfon  who  fell  a  facrifice  for  the  Church  in  New 
England  was  y"'  diftreffed  but  very  much  obliged  & 

very  humble  Serv* 

]l  Checkley. 
Letter 
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Letter  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Zachary  Grey. 

Boston  N.  E.  June  21.  1725. 
Df  Grey, 

Rev"^  S""  The  fevere  profecutions  I  have  been  under 
from  the  Independents,  fince  my  Arrival,  obhged  me  to 
make  Application  to  fome  of  my  Friends  in  England,  hop- 
ing they  wou'd  have  been  able,  to  have  procur'd  for  me  the 
Favour  of  my  L*^  of  Lond°,  or  a  Noli profequi.  And  tho  (I 
fear)  they  have  not  fucceeded,  yet  the  Readinefs,  which  (I  am 
inform'd)  thofe  worthy  Gentlemen  expreffd,  to  have  pro- 
cur'd what  might  have  fkreen'd  me  from  the  Fury  of  thefe 
Independent  Zealots,  I  muft  acknowledge,  has  afforded  me 
a  Pleafure  next  to  that  of  their  being  fuccesful  in  it. 

I  have  rec'^  your  kind  Letter  dated  at  Cambridge  Aug*  7. 
1724,  for  which  I  return  you  my  hearty  Thanks.  The 
Manufcript  you  were  pleaf'd  to  oblige  us  with,  fhall  be 
printed  af  foon  as  we  can  bring  the  Printers  to  any  Temper, 
who  have  been  fo  much  menaced  by  the  Teachers,  that  we 
have  found  it  very  difficult  to  get  any  Thing  printed  in 
Defence  of  the  Church.^^     The  enclofed  Pamphlet,  which 

I 

*i  To  this  "manufcript"  we  find  no  Minijlry  of  the  Dijfenters  vindicated. 

further  reference,  and  it   would    feem  This   may  have  been   from  the  manu- 

moft  likely  that  it  was  not  printed  in  fcript   referred  to    in   the  text.      If    it 

this  country.     No  pamphlet,  of  which  were   printed   before    the  25th    of   the 

we  have  any  knowledge,  was  printed  in  March  following,  it  would  bear  the  im- 

Boflon  after  the  date  of  this  letter,  June  print  of  1725.     If  it  were  inexpedient  to 

21,  1725,  which   could  have  been  writ-  print   it   in   Boflon,   there   would  have 

ten  by  Ur.  Zachary  Grey.  been  abundant  time  to  print  it  in  Lon- 

Dr.  Grey  publifhed  in    London  the  don.  in  the  civil  year  of  1725,  which  in- 

fame   year,   1725,  a  work  entitled    the  eludes  the  25th  of  March  following  the 

Minijlry  of  the   Diffettters  proved  to  date  of  Mr.  Checkley's  letter  of  June 

be  nul  and  void.,  in  anfwer  to  Calamy's  21,  1725. 

VOL.  II.  —  22 
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I  defire  you  wou'd  accept,  I  printed  by  Stealth,  at  y^  Time 
of  my  firft  Tryal.  Had  the  Judges  known  of  it,  they  wou'd 
have  made  it  a  Forfeiture  of  my  Bonds !  (for  you  mufl  know, 
my  Countrymen  think  it  Treafon  to  write  in  Defence  of  y^ 
Church,)  and  indeed,  I  had  not  run  fuch  a  Rifque,  had  there 
not  been  a  Neceffity  for  it.  There  was  at  that  Time  a  great 
Difpute  betwixt  two  Leaders  of  the  Sub-divifions  of  the 
Schifm,  a  Baptift  &  a  Quaker  lately  a  Baptift,  with  both 
whom  I  conferd,  when  I  fled  from  the  Moderation  of  the 
Independents  into  the  Narraganfet  Country,  the  Seat  of  the 
Quakers  &  Baptifts.  Five  hundred  were  difperfd  in  thofe 
Parts,  and  have  done  a  great  deal  of  Service  already.  You 
muft  excufe  the  Lownefs  of  the  Di6lion ;  tho  by  the  Good 
it  has  already  done,  I  wou'd  flatter  my  felf,  that  it  is  not  ill- 
fuited  to  the  End  propof'd,  viz  demonflrating  to  either  Party 
the  Inconfiftency  of  their  refpedive  Schemes  in  their  own 
Dialed ;  to  keep  clofe  to  w"\  and  to  write  with  Perfpicuity, 
I  affure  you  is  not  very  eafie.^ 

I  have  made  Enquiry  for  that  Fanatical  Colledion,  (part 
of  a  Regilter)  but  cannot  yet  find  it. 

If  your  Bookfeller  will  fend  20  of  your  excellent  Trads 

asainft   Peirce,   bound  in  Calf,  and  filletted  with  Gold,  at 

3/9^  he  running  the  Rifque,  I  believe  I  can  fell  them  ;  which 

if  I  do,   I   fliall  charge   no   Commillions.     If   I   cannot  fell 

them  all,   I   will   carefully  return  the    Remainder.      But   I 

make  no  Queftion  of  it,  if  they  be  well  bound,  and  at  that 

Price.*^ 

(Then 

■•^  The  pamphlet  here  referred  to  was     the  Church  of  Chriji,  reprinted  in  this 
undoubtedly  that  entitled,  A  Difcourfe     work. 

Showing   Who    is  a  true   Pa/lor    of        ^^  In  the  titles  of  Dr.  Grey's  publica- 
tions, 
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(Then  follow'd  the  Subftance  of  the  Letter  to  D'  Bennet.) 
P.  S.  Pray  give  my  Duty  to  that  great  &  good  Man,  the 
rev*^  Dean  of  Ely,""  and  my  hearty  Service  to  all  the  rev** 
Gentlemen  in  London,  of  your  Acquaintance,  to  whom  I 
had  the  Honour  to  be  known,  and  when  you  fhall  revifit  the 
pleafmg  Banks  of  Cam, 

(Where  Abraham  Cowley  fweetly  figh'd  his  Flame,)  pray 
give  my  very  humble  Service  &  Refpe6ts  to  the  rev^  D' 
Laney  &  Profeffor  Dickens,*^  from  whom  I  rec'^  a  gre'at  deal 
of  Civility. 

Letter  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Berriman. 

Boston  New  England  June  22  1725 
M""  Berriman, 

ReV^  Sr, 

(Then  follow'd  the  Subftance  of  the  Letter  to  D'  Bennet 
&  D--  Grey.) 

P.  S.  I  fliou'd  be  glad,  if  you'd  give  my  Service  &  bell 
Refpeds  to  M'  Oldefworth,  when  you  fhall  fee  him.  Pray 
acquaint  the  rev'^  Gentlemen  of  your  Acquaintance,  to  whom 
I  had  the  Honour  to  be  known  in  England,  that  I  fhall 

always 

tions,  given  in  NicJioVs  Literary  Anec-  Literary  Anecdotes  is   incorrefl,  as  I 

dotes,  occurs  the  following,  which  are  have  now  a  copy,  obtained  fince  above 

probably  the  tra6ls  referred  to,  although  note  was  written,  in  which  the  fpelling 

the  name  is  fpelled  differently  :  —  is  Peirce. 

"  A  vindication  of    the    Church    of  **  The  Rev.    Dr.   Robert  Mofs  was 

England  in   two   parts  ;    in    anfwer  to  Dean  of  Ely  at  this  time.     Vide  antea, 

Mr.  Pearce's  Vindication  of  the  Diffen-  Vol.  I.  p.  115,  note  loi. 

ters ;  by  a  Presbyter  of  the  Church  of  *^  Dr.    Dickins,    Fellow    of    Trinity 

England,  1720."     8vo.     Vide  NichoVs  Hall,  and  Profeffor  of  Civil  Law  in  the 

Literary  Anecdotes,  Vol.  II.  p,  538.  Univerfity  of  Cambridge. 

The  fpelling  of  the  name  in  NichoVs 
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always  count  it  an  Honour  to  be  thought  worthy  of  their 
Remembrance. 


Letter  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Haywood. 

Boston  New  England  June  23.  1725 
D"  Haywood,*^ 

Rev^  S^  I  give  you  hearty  Thanks  for  your  kind  Re- 
membrance of  me,  in  your  Letters  to  the  rev''  D'  Cutler  & 
M""  Johnfon.  I  affure  you  S',  the  friendly  Letters  from  y^ 
rev''  Gentlemen,  to  whom  I  had  the  Honour  to  be  known  in 
England,  have  been  (I  muft  acknowledge)  in  my  Diflrefs  & 
Trouble,  a  great  Confolation  to  me. 

The  fevere  Profecutions  I  have  been  under  &c.  It  wou'd 
be  trefpaffmg  too  far  upon  your  Patience,  to  give  you  a  full 
Narrative  of  the  barbarous  Ufage  I  have  met  with  from  my 
own  Countrymen,  for  my  endeavouring  to  ferve  the  Interefts 
of  the  Church  of  Chrift.  Were  I  to  begin,  I  might  juftly  fay 
with  ^neas  Ante  Diem  claufo  componeret  Vefper  Olympo : 
therefore,  that  I  may  not  be  a  troublefome  Companion,  by 
tiring  you  with  a  long  Narration  of  my  Sufferings,  I'll 
change  the  barbarous  Scene,  and  beg  leave  to  entertain  you 
with  the  joyful  News  of  the  Increafe  of  the  Church. 

(Then  follows  the  Subflance  to  D'  Bennet  &c.) 

P.  S.  Pray  give  my  Service  &  beft  Refpe6fs  to  that  great 
&  good  Man,  the  rev''  D""  Delaune,*^  and  to  D'  Shippen,  the 
late  excellent  Vice  Chancellour. 

Were 

*^  This  was  apparently  the  Rev.  Dr.  ■•"  The  Rev.  William  Delaune,  D.D., 
John  Haywood,  of  St.  John's  College,  Prefident  of  St.  John's  College,  and 
Oxford.  Margaret  Profeffor  of  Divinity  at  Ox- 

ford. 
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Were  it  not  too  great  Prefumption,  I  wou'd  entreat  you, 
to  make  my  Service  acceptable  to  D:  Smith  of  your  own 
College,  M--  Parker,*'  M"-  Green  of  Queen's,  M'  Burton"*'  of 
Corpus,  M""  Warton  ^'^  of  Magdalen,  but  why  do  I  go  to  enu- 
merate ?  It  wou'd  be  unkind  in  me  to  omit  any,  and  it  wou'd 
be  Impudence  to  defire  you  to  go  to  all !  I  fliall  therefore 
only  befeech  you  S"",  to  acquaint  thofe  worthy  Gentlemen, 
who  are  fo  happy  as  to  be  of  your  Acquaintance  in  Oxon, 
from  whom  I  rec'^  fo  many  Civilities,  that  I  fhall  always 
count  it  an  Honour  to  be  thought  worthy  of  their  Remem- 
brance. Cou'd  Words  exprefs  it,  I  wou'd  attempt  to  let  you 
know,  how^  much  I  reverence  your  celebrated  Univerfity. 


Letter  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  Bennet. 

Boston  N.  E.  June  15,  1725. 
Doctor  Bennet, 

Rev*!  S'.  I  rec**  your  kind  Letter  of  Feb.  18.  1724,  for 
which  I  return  you  my  hearty  Thanks,  affuring  you,  that 
the  friendly  Letters  from  y^  rev^  Gentlemen,  to  whom  I 
had  the  Honour  to  be  known  in  England,  have  been,  in  my 
Diftrefs  &  Trouble,  a  great  Confolation  to  me. 

I  fhall  not  tire  you  with  repeating  my  Sufferings  from  y^ 

Diffenters, 

^8  Mr.  Samuel  Parker,  a  diftinguifhed  plefdon  in  Surrey.    Two  volumes  of  his 

fcholar  and    fomewhat  voluminous  au-  fermons  preached  at  Oxford  were  pub- 

thor.     He  was  a  nonjuror,  and  did  not  lifhed,  and  numerous  other  works, 

receive   orders  in    the   Church,  as   he  ^^  The  Rev.  Thomas  Warton,  a  Fel- 

could  not  take  the  oaths.  low  of  Magdalen  College,  Oxford,  and 

*^  The  Rev.  John  Burton,  D.D.     He  Profeffor  of  Poetry  in  the  Univerfity  at 

was    at    this  time   a  tutor  of  Corpus  that  time.     He  was  a  poet  of  fome  dif- 

Christi,  Oxford.     He  was  fubfequently  tindlion. 
a  Fellow  of  Eton,  and  Reftor  of  Wor- 
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Diffenters,  but  beg  leave  to  entertain  you  with  the  joyful 
News  of  the  Increafe  of  y^  Church.  Lafl  month  the  Frame 
of  a  Church  was  raif'd  at  Fairfield,  a  flourifliing  County 
Town  in  Conne6licut,  but  lo  Miles  from  M*"  Johnfon.^^  The 
People  at  Newport  on  Rhode  Ifland  are  building  a  fpacious 
&  beautiful  Church,  of  Timber,  defigning  to  give  the  Frame 
of  their  old  one  to  the  People  of  Weflerly,  a  Town  in  the 
Narraganfet,  who  are  defirous  of  a  Church,  but  15  Miles 
from  the  rev^  M'  M"  Sparran,  who  preach'd  laft  Week  at 
New-London  in  Conne6ticut,  40  Miles  diflant  from  his  own 
Parifh ;  a  Place  of  great  Trade,  the  Seat  of  the  late  Gov*, 
and  where  the  King's  CoUeftour  always  refides ;  at  which 
Time  there  was  an  hundred  &  fifty  Pounds  fubfcribed, 
towards  the  building  of  a  Church  there.  This  Week  I 
accompany  D'  Cutler  to  Braintry,  10  Miles  from  Bofton, 
who  goes  there  at  the  Defire  of  fome  of  y®  Inhabitants  to 
adminiller  y^  Sacrament.  The  Church  People  in  this  laft 
mentioned  Town  are  very  poor,  but  they  are  raifmg 
what  they  can,  in  Order  to  build  a  fmall  Church ;  and  I 
defign  my  Brother  in  Law,^^  who  is  an  ingenious  young 
Gentleman,  taking  the  Degree  of  Mafter  this  next  July,  and 
a  fmcere  Convert  to  the  Church,  Shall  a(5l  what  a  Layman 
may  a6l  among  them,  that  is,  read  the  Service  of  the  Church 
(excepting  the  Abfolution)  and  fome  good  Sermons,  to  keep 

the 

51  The  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon,  of  of  Divinity  in  1747.  He  was  Re6lor  of 
Stratford.     Fz'rtVVol.  I.  p.  79,  note  66.  Chrift   Church,    Quincy,   from   172710 

52  Ebenezer  Miller,  who  graduated  1761.  He  is  here  called  an  "  ingenious 
at  Harvard  College  in  1722.  He  re-  young  gentleman."  This  word /«_^^«/<?«i" 
ceived  the  honorary  degree  of  Mafter  of  was  at  that  time  in  conftant  ufe,  and 
Arts  from  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford  in  referred  to  native  capacity,  as  we  fay  a 
1727,  and  like  wife  the  degree  of  Doftor  man  of  talent  or  a  man  of  ability. 
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the  People  in  Heart,  who  are  much  difcouraged  &  diftreff'd 
for  want  of  a  Minifter  upon  the  Spot ;  D'  Cutler  engaging 
to  preach  there  once  a  Month,  until  they  Ihall  be  provided 
with  a  Miffionary. 

This  (S"")  is  the  promifing  Profpedl  of  the  Increafe  of  the 
Chh  of  Chrift  here.  Of  which  the  Diffenters  are  fo  fenfible, 
that  they  make  ufe  of  all  the  Methods  that  Envy,  Spight  & 
Malice  can  Suggefl,  to  hinder  the  Growth  of  it :  one  of 
which  was  the  late  Memorial  of  D'  Cotton  Mather,  in  the 
Name  of  the  DifTenting  Teachers  here,  to  the  Gen'  Court, 
that  they  might  have  Liberty  to  convene  a  Synod.  Had 
they  fucceeded,  we  have  Reafon  to  fear,  that  they  would  have 
invented  fomething  like  the  folemn  League  &  Covenant,  to 
prejudice  the  rifing  Generation  againft  the  Church.^^  D"" 
Cutler  &  Mr  Myles  put  in  a  Memorial  againft  it,  (M'"  Harris 
refufmg  to  join  with  them  againft  his  dear  Brethren  the 
Diffenters !)  in  which  the  following  Paragraph  prov'd,  what 
I  foretold  it  wou'd  prove,  a  Remora  to  the  Schifmatical 
Convention ;  which  made  me  the  more  urgent  to  have  it 
inferted.  It  is  in  the  following  Words,  viz.  '  5*''.'^  Whereas 
*  by  Royal  Authority  the  Colonies  in  America  are  an- 
'  nex'd  to  the  Diocefs  of  London  ;  and  inafmuch  as  nothing 
'  can  be  done  in  Ecclefiallical  Matters  without  the  Cogni- 

'zance 

68  The  2nd  article  of  "  the  Solemn  tical   Officers  depending  on    the   Hie- 

League  and  Covenant '^  begins  as  fol-  rarchy,"&c.,  &c.).    VtWe  The  National 

lows  :  "  That  we  fhall  in  like  manner,  Covenatit,   or    ConfeJp,on  of  Faith  of 

without   refpeft  of  perfons,  endeavour  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  MDCLXXVllI. 

the    Exterpation    of    Popery,    Prelacy  p.  i8.     l^ide  alio  Hiftory  of  the  Church 

(that  is  Church-Government  by  Arch-  of  Engla?td,  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Thomas 

bifhops,  Bilhops,  their  Chancellours  and  Vowler  Short,  D.D.,  Bifhop  of  Sodor 

CommilTaries,    Deans     and    Chapters-  and  Man,  Seftion  568. 
Arch-deacons  and   all  other  Ecclefiaf- 
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'zance  of  the  Bp:  We  are  therefore  humbly  of  Opinion,  that 
'it  will  neither  be  dutiful  to  his  moft  facred  Majelly  King 
'  George,  nor  confiftent  with  the  Rights  of  our  right  rev^ 
'  Diocefan,  to  encourage  or  call  the  faid  Synod,  until  his 
'  Majelly 's  Pleafure  fhall  be  known  therein.  — 

This  puzzled  the  lower  Houfe ;  wherefore  after  reading 
this  Claufe  feveral  Times  over,  and  a  Short  Debate  upon  it, 
they  unanimoufly  voted,  to  defer  the  Affair  of  the  Synod 
until  their  Seflions  in  the  Fall.^ 

I  hope  my  L'^  of  London  will  defend  his  own  Rights,  and 
at  the  fame  Time  fee  the  necelTity  of  a  Bp  in  thefe  Parts. 
I  pray  God  in  mercy  to  his  Church,  to  fend  us  the  One 
Thing  neceffary  not  onlyto  the  Well  being,  but  to  the  very 
Being  of  a  Church ;  I  mean  a  Bifliop,  a  Principle  of  Unity 
upon  the  Spot,  to  heal  thefe  Diforders,  which  neither  the 
Vigilance  nor  Wifdom  of  that  great  Prelate,  our  right  rever- 
end Diocefan,  at  fo  great  a  Difhance  can  either  forefee  or 
(I  fear)  prevent.^^ 

In  a  fhort  Time  I  propofe  to  fend  you  an  Account  of  the 
Charitable  Society  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  of  the 
public  Library  erected  here :  the  laying  the  Foundation  of 
both  which,  I  have  been  (Thanks  to  my  good  God)  the 
happy,  tho    unworthy  Inftrument.^*' 

Rev"^  S'  I  beg  Pardon  for  this  long  Letter,  and  fliall  now 
conclude   with   affuring  you,  that  by   God's  Afliftance,  no 

Threats 

"  Fz^^  fl;«/^fl,  Vol.  I.  pp.  86-95.  cufred,and  the  proje6l  offending  Bifliops 

55  It  is  an  interefting  and  remarkable  to  America  had  been  urged  for  a  very 

fa(5l  that  England  did  not  fend  Bifhops  long  period,  but  without  fuccefs. 

to  her  colonies  till  after  the  American  ^6  Yox  fome  notice  of  thefe  inftitutions 

Revolution.     The  fubjeft  had  been  dif-  Vide  Vol.  I.  pp.  76,  Tj. 
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Threats  nor  Sufferings  fhall  deter  me  from  profecuting  that 
glorious  Caufe,  to  which  for  many  Years  I  have  been  de- 
voted ;  always  bearing  in  my  mind  the  paternal  Advice  & 
Bleffmg  of  that  confummate  Prelate,  the  late  good  Arch- 
Bp.  of  York,^'^  w''^  I  rec*^  from  him,  the  laft  Time  I  had  the 
Hon"  to  pay  my  Duty  to  him  in  private,  and  reprefent  the 
State  of  the  Church  in  New  England,  viz.  '  Arm  y'  Self  with 
'the  Humility  &  Courage  of  a  Ch'ian,  and  when  God  fhall 
'  fufifer  the  Enemies  of  his  Church  to  affli6t  you,  receive  it 
'  with  Patience  &  Chearfulnefs,  praying  for  your  Perfecutors.' 
Which  good  Advice  I  have  endeavoured  to  follow :  and  ftill 
truft  in  God,  that  I  fliall  furvive  the  Storms,  that  have  hith- 
erto afiflicfted  me,  and  live  to  fee  the  happy  Arrival  of  a  Bp. ; 
at  which  Time  I  am  well  affured,  the  Church  like  an  irre- 
fiftable  Torrent,  but  not  with  the  like  ruinous  Effe6ls,  but 
with  Salvation  and  healing  under  its  Wings,  will  bear  down 
all  before  it. 

Which  that  God  may  grant,  is  the  hearty  Prayer  of  (Rev*^ 
S')  y'  very  much  obliged, 

very  humble  Serv* 

]%  Checkley. 

My  Spoufe  joins  with  me  in  giving  my  Service  to  y""  good 
Lady. 

Letter  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Zachary  Grey. 

Boston  N.  E.  Octob'  8.  1725. 
D"  Grey, 

Rev^  S'  I  hope  you  have  rec'^  my  Letter  of  June  21.  1725, 

with   the  Pamphlets,  as   I   have  fmce   rec"^  that   you  were 

plea'd 

57  The  late  Archbifhop  of  York  was  Sir  Wm.  Dawes,  D.  D. 
VOL.  II.  —  23 
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plea'd  to  fend  me  by  D""  Cutler,  for  which  I  return  you  my 
hearty  Thanks.  I  think  you  have  done  good  Service  to  y^ 
Caufe,  efpecially  in  labouring  the  Affair  of  the  Waldenfes 
&c,  —  which  the  Diffenters  (tho  without  good  Ground) 
thought  was  in  their  Favour;  but  by  fome  Things  you  have 
brought  to  light,  I  truly  think,  they  cannot  but  fee,  that  the 
whole  Matter  is  fully  conclufive  againfl  them. 

I  have  at  Length  procur'd  the  Book  ab*  which  you  em- 
ploy'd  me,  which  hath  given  me  no  fmall  Pleafure.  The 
Tradition  of  it  is  this.  One  Cotton  brought  it  into  this 
Country  at  the  firft  Plantation  of  it ;  and  it  has  been  tranf- 
mitted  from  Father  to  Son,  even  to  the  late  M""  Rob*  Cotton, 
who  dyed  fome  Time  agone,  and  his  Books  being  fold  by 
Au6lion,  I  purchafed  it  there.  I  thought  it  had  been  a 
Regifter  of  Matters  relating  to  41,  but  I  perceive  it  is  much 
ancienter.^^ 

A 

^8  The  title  of  this  book  is,  "  A  Parte  The  au61:ion,  at  which  Mr.  Checkley 

of  a  Regifter,  contayninge  fundrie  mem-  purchafed  the  volume,  was  by  Samuel 

orable  Matters  written  by  divers  godly  Gerrifh,  a  bookfeller  of  Bofton,  and  was 

and  learned  in  our  Time,  which  ftand  held  October  4,  1725.     It  will  be  ob- 

for,  and  defire  the  Reformation  of  our  ferved  that  Mr.  Checkley's  letter  to  Dr, 

Church  in  Difcipline  and  Ceremonies,  Grey,  announcing  the  purchafe,  was  four 

according  to  the  pure  Worde  of  God  days   later,   viz.,  the    8th    of   Odlober, 

and  the  Lawe  of  our  Lande."  1725.     The  books  fold  belonged  to  two 

We  find  this  title  given  in  Bull  and  deceafed  clergymen,  viz.,  the  Rev.  Na- 

Auvache's  Catalogue  169,  London,  1895,  thaniel  Rogers,  of  Portfmouth,  N.  H., 

where  it  is  ftated  that  it  was  printed  in  who  died  Oftober  3,  1723,  and  the  Rev. 

Edinburgh  by  R.  Waldegrave  in  1593,  Rowland  Cotton,  of  Sandwich,  who  died 

and  that  it  belongs  to  the  Puritan  and  March  29,  1722.     Mr.  Checkley  writes 

Mar-prelate     controverfy    againft     the  Rob',  inilead  of  Rowl'',  plainly  a  lap/us 

Bifliops.     It  was  apparently  a  rare  book  pcnncE.     This  "  Regifter  "  was  one  of 

in    1725,   or   it  would  not    have    been  a  feries  of  fcurrilous  tra6ls  printed  by 

fought   for   by  an    Englifhman   in  the  John  Penry,  under  the  pfeudonym    of 

Province  of   MafTachufetts  Bay.     The  Martin  Mar-prelate.     He  indulged  his 

price,  as  given  in  the  catalogue  above  vicious  and  unbridled  fancy,  lofing  his 

referred  to,  is    1^.18,  or  a  little  more  moral,  intelleftual,  and  finally  his  phyfi- 

than  nine  dollars.  cal   head;   the  latter    for    lampooning 

Queen 
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A  Gentleman  who  (by  Order)  came  into  this  Country  to 
know  y^  State  of  it,  applyed  himfelf  to  me  fome  Time  ago ; 
and  I  have  drawn  up  a  Scheme,  which  if  approv'd  by  y^ 
Miniftry  at  Home,  may  very  much  encreafe  the  revenue  of 
the  Britifh  Crown.  The  chief  management  of  which  in  this 
Country,  will  be  committed  to  y^  Care  of  this  Gentleman  & 
me,  if  the  Perfons  of  Difl:in6lion  to  whom  this  Gentleman 
hath  wrote  can  be  fatisfy'd,  that  I  am  a  Perfon  of  a  good 
chara6ler  &  a  man  of  Probity.  My  Friend  thinks  it  necef- 
fary,  (I  being  utterly  unknown  to  his  Friends  &  Employers) 
that  fome  Gentleman  of  Figure,  who  knew  me  in  England, 

wou'd 


Queen  Elizabeth,  for  which  he  was 
publicly  executed  in  1593. 

The  reader  will  find  an  exhauftive 
treatment  of  this  Martin  Mar-prelate 
controverfy  in  the  Rev.  Dr.  H.  M.  Dex- 
ter's  Congregationalifm  as  seejt  in  its 
Literattire,  and  will  probably  be  fur- 
prifed  at  his  conclufion  touching  thefe 
fcurrilous  publications.  Even  if  the 
caufe  was  a  good  one,  the  method  of  its 
treatment  was  immoral. 

Auftion  fales  of  books  by  printed  cata- 
logue were  very  rare  in  1725.  A  copy 
of  the  catalogue  of  this  remarkable  col- 
leftion  of  books  is  in  the  poiTeffion  of 
the  Rev.  Anfon  Titus,  to  whofe  cour- 
tefy  we  are  indebted  for  its  examina- 
tion. The  following  is  the  titlepage 
complete :  — 

A  CATALOGUE  of  Curious  and 
Valuable  BOOKS,  Being  the  greateft 
part  of  the  Libraries  of  "the  Reverend 
and  Learned  Mr  Rowland  Cotton,  Late 
Paftor  of  the  Church  in  Sandtuich  and 
Mr  Nathanall  Rogers.  Late  Paftor  of  a 
Church  in  Port/mouth,  in  New  Hamp- 
Jkire,  Deceafd.  With  a  confiderable 
Number  of  Choice  New  Books,  Lately 


Imported  from  London.  The  Whole 
Confifting  of  Divinity,  Philofophy,  Hif- 
tory,  Law,  Matheniaticks,  Poetry,  Voy- 
ages, Travels,  &c.  To  be  Sold  by 
AUCTION,  In  the  Houfe  of  Mr  Fran- 
cis Holmes,  at  the  Bunch  of  Grapes, 
jufi:  below  the  Town-Houfe,  in  Bojlon, 
on  Monday,  the  Fourth  Day  of  Odo- 
ber,  1725.  at  Five  a  Clock,  P.  M.  By 
SAMUEL  GERRISH,  Bookfeller. 
Printed  Catalogues  may  be  had  Gratis. 

The  title  of  the  pamphlet,  "  A  Part 
of  a  Regifter,"  is  not  found  in  the  cata- 
logue, but  a  note  fays,  "  A  lartje  collec- 
tion of  rare  and  curious  Pamphlets,  are 
alfo  then  to  be  Sold."  The  Regifter 
purchafed  by  Mr.  Checkley  for  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Grey  was  doubtlefs  in  this  uncata- 
logued  part  of  the  fale. 

This  catalogue  is  an  interefting  relic 
of  the  period.  Printed  catalogues  of 
book  fales  were  not  common  at  that 
time.  The  books  are  divided  into 
clafles.  Folios  120,  Quartos  220,  Oc- 
tavos, &c.,  355.  The  whole  number  of 
titles,  695.  A  copy  of  this  book.  Part 
of  a  Regifter,  is  in  the  Prince  Library. 
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wou'd  give  my  Chara6ler.  I  muft  therefore  beg  of  you  S' 
to  do  me  fo  much  Honour,  as  to  acquaint  S""  Arthur  Moore 
(who  lives  in  Bloomsbury)  as  foon  as  your  Bufmefs  will 
permit,  that  I  had  the  Happinefs  to  be  known  to  you  in 
England :  and  if  you  fhall  think  any  of  thofe  diflinguifliing 
Qualifications,  which  are  the  effential  Properties  &  Orna- 
ments of  y^  Gentleman  and  the  honeft  Man,  belong  to  my 
Chara6ter,  your  informing  S'  Arthur  of  it  will  be  of  Service 
to  me. 

I  believe  it  wou'd  not  be  amifs  to  intimate,  that  I  had  the 
Honour  to  be  known  to  y^  rev'^  Dean  of  Ely,  to  D'  Marfhal, 
D"^  Bennet,  &  to  Gentlemen  of  the  firft  Diftinflion  in  both 
the  Univerfities.  Perhaps  S'  Arthur  may  know  of  fome  of 
thefe  Gentlemen.  I  muft  repeat  my  Entreaties,  that  you 
wou'd  condefcend  to  do  this  Favour  as  foon  as  may  be, 
for  y'  very  much  obliged 

&  very  humble  Serv* 

]%  Checkley 

Pray  give  my  very  humble  Duty  to  the  rev*^  Dean  of  Ely. 


Letter  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Zachary  Grey. 

Boston  New  England  Decemb'  10.  1725 
D''  Grey, 

Rev''  Sr  The  Bearer  of  this  Letter,  Captain  Fofler,  is  a 
Gentleman  who  hath  been  fome  Time  in  this  Country,  and 
can  give  you  a  good  Account  of  the  Pofture  of  Affairs  here, 
as  well  Ecclefiaflic  as  civil.  I  believe  you  will  like  his 
Converfation. 

Some 
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Some  Time  paft  I  fent  you  the  Book  called  a  Part  of  a 
Regifler,  which  you  defired  me  to  procure  for  you.  I  hope 
you  rec*^  it. 

I  am  now  entring  upon  a  very  arduous  Enterprize,  viz,  an 
Attempt  to  perfwade  the  mofl  powerful  Tribe  of  the  Eaftern 
Indians,  to  embrace  the  Communion  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land :  and  I  am  not  without  fome  Hopes  of  Succefs,  having 
lately  had  a  Conference  in  private  with  4  of  their  chief  Saga- 
mores, now  at  Bofton  upon  a  Treaty  of  Peace.^^ 

This  warlike  Tribe  hath  waged  continual  War  with  the 
Englifli,  being  fafl  Friends  to  the  French  on  Account  of 
their  Religion,  who  are  all  to  a  Man  of  the  Roman  Com- 
munion, having  a  French  Jefuit  among  them.  I  have  not 
communicated  this  to  any  Perfon,  knowing  that  my  Friends 
wou'd  endeavour  to  diffuade  me  from  an  Undertaking,  likely 

to 

^'  This  Treaty  of  Peace  was  con-  in  his  own  houfe  in  Bofton,  with  the 
eluded  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  hope  that  he  might  intereft  him  in  the 
Bofton  on  the  15th  day  of  December,  Proteftant  religion,  and  probably  that 
1725.  The  four  Sagamores  who  figned  he  might  from  him  learn  the  language 
the  treaty  were  the  fame  with  whom  of  the  Eaftern  Indians,  an  important 
Mr.  Checkley  had  had  a  private  con-  preparation  for  the  enterprife,  which  he 
ference,  Sanguaafam,  alias  Loron,  Ar-  was  about  to  fet  on  foot,  of  converting 
exus,  Francois  Xavier,  and  Meganumba.  them  to  the  faith  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
At  this  time  there  were  two  Indians  land.  He  accordingly  wrote  in  his  be- 
in  the  cuftody  of  the  Governor  and  half  a  petition  to  the  Council  afking  for 
Council  of  Maffachufetts  Bay,  kept  at  a  change  of  refidence  to  Mr.  Checkley's 
Caftle  William,  one  whofe  name  was  houfe  in  Bofton.  The  Council  were  not 
Saquarexis,  Anglicifed  Sacorixis,  held  in  a  mood  to  fee  anything  good  com- 
as a  hoftage,  the  other  A^ebine,  a  prif-  ing  from  Mr.  Checkley,  and  profeffed 
oner  of  war.  They  had  been  fent  on  to  regard  the  petition  as  a  contrivance 
their  parole  to  the  Penobfcot  Indians  of  his,  and  an  "  impofition  on  this 
to  induce  them  to  make  a  treaty  of  Court."  It  was  accordingly  difmifTed. 
peace,  and  they  had  thus  made  them-  Vide  Counci'l /Records,  Vol.  Xlll.  p.  iiy. 
felves  ufeful  to  the  authorities  of  Maf-  For  a  full  account  of  this  treaty  of 
fachufetts  Bay.  Mr.  Checkley  had  be-  peace.  Vide  Hijiory  of  the  Wars  of 
come  acquainted  with  Saquarexis,  and  New  England  with  the  Eaflern  In- 
was  defirous  that  he  ftiould  be  permit-  dians,  by  Samuel  Penhallow.  Bofton, 
ted  to  leave  Caftle  William  and  refide  1726,  pp.  1 17-127. 
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to  be  accompany'd  with  fo  great  Difficulties,  and  fo  many- 
Hazards  :  and  fhou'd  the  Independents  know  it,  they  wou'd 
ufe  all  poffible  Methods  to  render  fuch  a  Delign  abortive, 
chufing  rather,  that  the  Indians  fliou'd  continue  Romans,  or 
(even)  return  to  their  ancient  Paganifm,  than  be  reconciled 
to  the  Church  of  England :  to  which  truly  Apollolic  Church, 
(notwithllanding  all  Oppofition)  the  Acquifitions  are  fo  fre- 
quent &  fo  numerous,  that  the  Independents  are  at  their 
Wit's  End. 

The  Tour  I  propofe  to  take,  will  not  be  finifhed  under  3 
Months;  and  out  &  in  will  confifl  of  about  1500  Miles,  fome 
of  which  I  fhall  go  by  Water. 

Your  very  much  obliged  &  very  humble  Servant 

J°  Checkley. 

Letter  to  Sir  Francis  Nicholson. 

Boston  N,  E.  Dec'  11,  1725 
May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency.^ 

Were  you  now  in  this  Country,  you  wou'd  fee  the  Necef- 
fity,  that  the  Governour  of  this  Province  fhou'd  be  a 
Churchman.  We  want  nothing  but  a  fteady  Churchman 
for  our  Govern',  and  a  Bp  upon  the  Spot,  to  carry  all  before 
us.  The  great  Propenfity  to  the  Church,  throughout  the 
whole  Country,  within  thefe  few  Years,  is  really  amazing ; 
but  double  Taxes  &  Imprifonment  deter  People  from  de- 
claring &  ading  for  the  Church.  j 

«"  The  name  of  the  perfon  to  whom  England,  and  might  probably  have  fe- 

this  letter  was  addreffed  is  not  given,  cured  the  government  of  Maffachufetts 

but  it  was  plainly  Sir  Francis  Nichol-  Bay,   had  he  defired  it.      Vide  antea, 

fon.     He   had  left  South  Carolina  in  Vol.  I.  p.  40,  n.  36. 
the  June  preceding,  and  was  then  in 
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I  muft  befeech  you  S'  to  caft  an  Eye  upon  the  State  of 
the  Church  in  thefe  Parts,  and  you  will  fee  (I  mufl  confefs)  a 
great  Addition  to  it  lince  you  were  here ;  but  you  will  like- 
wife  perceive  Gebal  &  Ammon  &  Amalek  confpiring  her 
Ruin.  The  Rage  of  the  Independents  is  inexpreffible  by 
Reafon  of  the  Increafe  of  the  Church.  Shou'd  they  get  a 
rigid  Presbyterian  or  a  Scotch  Cameronian  Governour,  (as 
they  boaft  that  they  are  fure  they  fhall,)  they  will  certainly 
do  their  utmoft  to  hinder  the  Growth  of  the  Church. 

It  wou'd  be  the  greatefl  Charity  imaginable  to  the  Church, 
if  you  (S"")  wou'd  condefcend  to  procure  the  Government, 
and  come  over  hither.  I  acknowleds^e,  the  leavinor  England 
to  come  into  this  Country,  is  like  Banifliment :  but  you  (S') 
have  fubmitted  to  fuch  an  Exile  almofl  all  your  Life  Time, 
for  the  Sake  of  doing  good  to  Mankind. 

I  pray  God  that  you  may  live  to  do  good  to  the  Church 
in  thefe  Parts.  She  ftands  in  the  utmoft  Need  of  fuch  a 
Benefa6lour.  And  indeed  who  fo  proper  to  be  a  Nurfmg 
Father  to  Her  here,  now  She  hath  got  fome  Strength,  as 
your  Excellency,  who  was  fo  inllrumental  in  her  firft  Plant- 
ing, and  was  fo  great  &  fo  generous  a  Benefadtour  to  her  in 
her  infant  State  1 

I  beg  Pardon  for  this  Addrefs,  but  befeech  you  to  be- 
lieve, that  it  proceeds  from  my  fervent  Defire,  for  the  Prof- 
perity  of  the  Church ;  for  which  I  have  fuffered  a  great 
Deal,  and  (by  God's  Affiftance)  am  ready  to  fuffer  more. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency,  I  am  with  all  poffible  Re- 
fpedl,  your  Excellency's  very  much  devoted  &  very  humble 
Serv*. 

J.  c. 

Letter 
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Letter  to  the  Rev.  Stephen  Louverjat. 

Adi  Reverend  Domin  Stephanum  Louverjat,  e  Societate 
Jefu,  in  Oppido  Pannaoafifpikei,  apud  Indos. 

Reverende  Domine, 
Saguahrog*^^  Indus  cujus  Nomen  Chriflianum  eft  Rolan- 
dus,  hoc  in  Tempore  nobifcum  de  pacis  Conditionibus  dif- 
ceptans,  narravit  mihi,  aliquantum  Vini  Hifpanienlis  (quod 
apud  Nos  Canary  vocatur)  et  Nucum  Arboris  Cacao  ad 
faciendum  Apogama  Americanum,  (quod  nos  Chocolate  ap- 
pellamus)  atque  ac  Candelarum  aliquantulum  Te  defiderare. 
Haec  omnia  mifi,  fperans  Tibi  grata  &  fecundum  Defide- 
rium  tuum  fore.  Totum  mihi  conftitit  (Pecuniae  noftrae) 
Pretio  quatuor  magnarum  Caftoris  Pell[i]um.  Quum  Homo 
fum,  erga  Omnes  humani  Generis  humaniter  agere  vellem  : 
at  quandoquidem  Homo  fum  Chriftianus,  ullo  Chrifti  Sacer- 
doti  lubens  benefaxim. 

Dom.  Reverende,  vale, 

Johannes  Checkley. 

Letter 

^1  Sagudhrog  was  doubtlefs  the  hoft-  Canary,   and   fome   nuts  of  the  cacao 

age  referred  to  in  note  59,  and  probably  tree,   for   making  American  apogama, 

reprefents  the  Indian  pronunciation  of  which  we  call  chocolate,  and  alfo  a  fmall 

his  name,  which  in  Englifh  was  called  quantity  of  candles.     I  have  forwarded 

Sacorixis,  and  in  French  Saquarexis.  all  thefe  things,  hoping  that  they  will 

TRANSLATION  OF  THE  LETTER.  ^e   fatisfadory  to   you    and    according 

to  your   wilhes.     The    whole  has  colt 

To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stephen  Louverjat,  me,   in   our  money,  the   price  of  four 

of  the  Society  of  Jefus,  in  the  town  of  large  beaver  fkins.     As  I  am  a  man,  I 

Pannaoarifpfkei,  among  the  Indians.  would  defire  to  treat  kindly  everyone  of 

Reverend  Sir,  —  Sagudhrog,  an  In-  the  human  race;  and  feeing  that  I  am 

dian,  whofe  chriftian  name  is  Roland,  a  chriftian  man,  I  would   gladly  do  a 

at  this  time  difcuffing  with  us  the  condi-  favor  to  any  minifler  of  Chrift. 

tions  of  peace,  has  told  me  that  you  de-  Reverend  Sir,  Farewell, 

fire  fome  Spanifh  wine,  which  we  call  John  Checkley. 
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Letter  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Black. 

To  the  ReV;  W.  Black,  to  be  found  at  the  King's  Chapel, 
Weftminfter. 
M"^  Black, 

Rev*^  Sj"  I  am  defired  by  fome  Gentlemen  of  the  Church 
here,  to  inform  you  of  fomething,  and  then  to  make  a  Pro- 
pofal  to  you. 

The  Information  I  wou'd  give  you  is  this,  viz,  the  Rev*^ 
M'  Sam^  Myles,  Re6tor  of  the  King's  Chapel  here,  is  now  in 
a  very  languifliing  Condition ;  and  th6  we  have  Hopes  of  his 
Recovery,  yet  we  are  not  without  Fears,  that  he  will  never 
recover.  Wherefore,  I  am  to  propofe  to  you,  that,  upon 
Suppofition  of  the  Death  of  M'  Myles  fliortly  happening,  if 
the  Congregation  fliou'd  chufe  you,  and  fettle  a  Salary  of 
;^ioo  ^  Ann,  Sterling  Mony,  which  they  wou'd  pay  You 
here  weekly,  according  to  the  Exchange,  whether  you  wou'd 
accept  of  it,  and  immediately  come  over  ? 

I  mufl  beg  of  you  to  keep  this  private,  but  to  fend  your 
Anfwer  to  Me  by  the  very  firft  Opportunity.  Put  your 
Letter  into  fome  Ship's  Bag  at  the  N.  E.  Coffeehoufe. 

I  fhall  now  mention  fome  Things  to  move  you  to  give  a 
fpeedy  Anfwer,  and  that  Anfwer  afHrmatively,  according  to 
our  Defires. 

if  If  you  don't  fend  an  Anfwer  very  foon,  M""  Henry 
Harris,  Affiftant  to  M'  Myles,  may  gain  more  Ground  among 
weak  People,  by  his  fulfom  Adulation  &  bafe  Fawning, 
than  we  are  willing  he  fhou'd  gain.  The  Prefentation  being 
abfolutely  in  the  People,  and  he  taking  fo  much  Pains  as  he 
do's,  to  work  upon  the  meaner  Sort,  who  love  to  be  courted 
VOL.  n.  — 24  and 
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and  flattered ;  Length  of  Time  may  give  him  fome  Advan- 
tage. But  if  we  were  fure  you  wou'd  accept ;  any  Thing 
he  hath  yet  done,  wou'd  prove  to  no  Purpofe.  The  Ele(5tion 
might  eafily  be  procured  in  your  Favour. 

Thus  much  for  your  fpeedy  Anfwer. 

2^.'^  Among  other  Things  to  induce  you  to  accept,  I  fup- 
pofe,  I  need  not  tell  you,  that  Bofton  is  the  Capital  of  New- 
England,  and  as  much  to  be  preferr'd  to  Marblehead,  as  you 
can  imagin.  It  is  very  probable,  that  when  we  fliall  be 
bleffd  with  the  Arrival  of  a  Bp,  the  Re6lor  of  the  Chapel 
will  ftand  faireft  for  Ecclefiaflical  Promotion  :  and  'till  that 
happy  Time,  if  my  L^  of  London  fliou'd  appoint  a  Commif- 
fary,  no  Doubt  you  wou'd  have  the  beft  Pretenfions,  in 
Right  of  the  Redlorfliip  of  f^  Chapel,  exclufive  of  the  good 
Efteem  our  prefent  worthy  Diocefan,  my  Lord  of  London 
hath  for  you. 

The  Perquifites  I  believe  amount  to  ^20  Sterling  ^7  Ann, 
and  with  good  Management,  might  be  much  more.  This, 
S",  with  the  ^100  '^  Ann,  (which  is  more  by  ^^13  ^/  Anii 
Sterling  Mony  than  M'  Myles  hath)  wou'd  be  a  very  good 
Living. 

Moreover,  the  People  here  are  very  kind  to  the  Clergie 
in  this  Town,  and  are  often  making  Prefents  to  them.  I 
may  further  affure  you,  that  if  you  accept,  and  in  Confe- 
quence  of  that  and  the  Death  of  Mr  Myles  are  chofen,  you 
may  depend  upon  having  one  Moiety  of  your  Salary  ad- 
vanced, and  payed  you  in  London,  in  Order  to  facilitate 
your  coming  over  in  an  handfom  Manner.  I  believe  there 
is  not  one  Clergie  Man  in  the  Country,  but  wou'd  be  glad  to 
be  removed  to  this  Church,  upon  the  Terms  propofed  to 

you; 
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you ;  but  their  Inclinations  will  be  no  Barr  to  you,  if  you 
fliou'd  be  chofen,  becaufe  (as  I  told  you  before)  the  Right 
of  Prefentation  is  abfolutely  in  the  People;  the  Hon"  Society 
having  no  Miffionary  in  this  Church.  And,  I  fuppofe,  you 
need  not  doubt  of  my  L^  of  London's  Licenfe,  and  all  other 
poffible  Encouragement. 

Give  my  Service  to  your  Wife,  and  tell  her,  that  I  am 
well  affured  Ihe  will  like  this  Place  as  well  as  M'f  Miller, 
who  is  very  well,  and  feems  to  be  wonderfully  pleaf'd.*'^ 

They  don't  know  of  my  writing,  otherwife  they  wou'd  fend 
their  Service. 

The  rev'^  M""  Harris,  who  is  Affiflant  to  M'  Myles,  receives 
his  Pay  from  the  Crown.  I  mention  this  laft  Part,  that  you 
might  not  be  at  a  Lofs  to  know  how  his  Salary  arifes.  And 
fmce  I  have  mentioned  this  Gentleman  again,  I  fhall  be  fo 
free  as  to  tell  you,  why  the  Generality  of  Churchmen  here 
are  fo  angry  with  him.  For  many  Years  he  hath  been  very 
unhappy  in  his  Condu6l,  rather  feeming  to  join  with  the 
Diffenters  than  the  Church  ;  and  is  not  a  flri(5t  Conformift. 
But  the  Gentlemen  here,  by  what  I  have  told  them,  are 
fatisfyed  that  you  wou'd  not  only  be  flri6f  in  your  Conform- 
ity, as  indeed,  your  Subfcription  obliges  you,  but  likewife, 
you  wou'd  be  capable  of  doing  great  and  remarkable  Service 
in  this  Place.  I  am  pretty  well  affured,  I  have  told  them 
no  more  than  is  due  to  your  Chara6ler. 

And  if  it  fhou'd  pleafe  God  that  Things  fo  fall  out,  as 
that   you    fhou'd   arrive    here,  and   I   fhou'd  be  alive,  you 

may 

^'  Mrs.  Miller  was  the  wife  of  the     Maflachufetts.     For  a  brief  notice  of 
Rev.  Dr.   Ebenezer  Miller,   Redlor  of     Dr.  Miller,  Vide^oX.  I.  p.  12. 
Chrifl:  Church,  Braintree,  now  Quincy, 
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may  depend  upon  as  hearty  a  Welcome  as  Dido  gave  to 

-^neas, 

"  Enter  my  Rev^  Gueft,  and  you  fhall  find, 
"  If  not  a  coflly  Welcome,  yet  a  kind," 
from  y^  very  humble  Serv' 

J°  Checkley 

Boston,  N.  E. 

Decf  27,  1727. 

I  fent  a  Copy  of  the  above  Letter  by  Cap*  Hill,  who  faild 
Decemb'' 31^' or  thereabouts;  and  another  by  Curling,  who 
fail'd  January  6.  1727.^^ 

Letter  to  the  Rt.  Rev.  Edmund  Gibson,  D.D. 

May  it  Please  your  Lordship, 

I  mofl  humbly  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  the  Adis  of  the 
lafl  Seffion  of  the  Gen'  Court  here ;  among  which  are  two 
diredlly  tending  and  I  believe  calculated  to  hinder  the 
Growth  of  the  Church  of  England  in  thefe  Parts.  They 
have  fpecious  Titles  each.  The  One  (in  page  380)  entitled 
An  A61  for  the  better  Obfervation  &  keeping  the  Lord's 
Day.  The  Other  (in  page  383)  Intitled  An  A^  for  the  Set- 
tlement &  Support  of  Miniflers.  Permit  me  (my  Lord)  to 
make  a  few  Remarks  relating  to  Matters  of  Fa(5l. 

There  are  but  few  Churches  (at  a  great  Diftance  from 

each 

^8  What  reply  Mr.  Checkley  received  of  London,  Dr.  Edmund  Gibfon,   and 

to  this  letter  we  know  not.     The  Rev.  was  indu6led  into  ofifice  on  the  25th  of 

Mr.  Myles  died  March  i,  1727-8,  and  June,  1729.      For  fome  account  of  the 

the  Rev.   Roger  Price  was  appointed  Rev.   Mr.   Price,  vide  Vol.   I.  p.   102, 

Re6lor  of  King's  Chapel  by  the  Bifhop  note  84. 
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each  other)  in  this  great  Country ;  and  the  Chhmen  being 
difperf 'd  throughout  the  whole  Territory,  they  are  obHged 
(fome  of  them)  to  ride  30  or  40  Miles  to  partake  of  the  Holy 
Sacrament.  It  is  moreover  ufual  for  the  Church  People  to 
walk  or  ride  6,  8  &  10  Miles  upon  the  Saturday  Evening,  or 
very  early  upon  the  Sunday  Morning,  to  the  Town  where 
the  Church  of  England  is  fettled ;  and  to  return  Home 
again  on  the  Sunday  Evening.  But  if  a  Stay  is  not  put  to 
this  firfl  Law,  they  will  be  obliged  to  fpend  the  greateft 
Part  of  the  Saturday  &  the  Monday  in  going  (for  all  are  not 
able  to  keep  Horfes)  &  riding  to  Church  &  returning  Home. 
But  this  wou'd  be  very  hard  upon  the  poor  People,  who  are 
generally  Husbandmen,  &c.  There  are  but  five  Towns 
wherein  the  Church  is  fettled,  viz.  Boflon,  Newbury,  Mar- 
blehead,  Briftol  &  Brantry,  tho  there  are  130  Towns  in  this 
Province,  as  may  be  feen  in  page  396  of  the  A6ls.  But  all 
the  Churchmen  throughout  the  whole  Country  are  to  be 
taxed  towards  the  Support  of  the  Congregational  Miniftry, 
unlefs  their  Habitation  be  within  5  Miles  of  fome  Church 
either  in  their  own  or  fome  Neighbouring  Town.  This  is 
fomething  fpecious.  For  5  Miles  from  the  Church  one 
Way,  and  the  fame  Number  the  other,  and  fo  all  round, 
forms  a  Circle,  whofe  Diameter  fhall  be  10  Miles.  This 
wou'd  be  thought  a  large  Parifli  in  England.  But  (my 
Lord)  the  Fallacy  lyes  here.  The  Townfhips  in  New-Eng- 
land are  (many  of  them)  8,  fome  10,  and  others  12  Miles 
fquare.  One  is  20  Miles  fquare.  The  Place  for  Public 
Worfliip  is  generally  neareft  the  Centre,  the  Inhabitants 
dwelling  round  about  it,  the  outlkirts  of  the  Town  fliip  being 
for   the  mofl   Part   uncultivated   Land.      Moreover,  the  5 

Towns 


I  go  Letters  of  the 

Towns  in  which  the  Church  is  fettled  in  this  Province,  are 
bounded  on  one  Side  by  the  Sea.  By  the  laft  A6t  of  the 
two  above  recited,  the  Congregational  Affemblies  are  called 
the  Churches  Eftablilhed  by  Law.  In  the  A6t  of  Union 
the  Church  of  England  is  Eftablilhed  in  all  his  Majefties 
Territories  (Scotland  only  excepted). 

By  the  Charter  to  this  Province,  Liberty  of  Confcience  is 
granted  to  all  Chriftians  (except  Papifts)  inhabiting  here ; 
and  the  General  Court  is  exprellly  inhibited  making  any 
Laws  repugnant  to  the  Laws  of  England  :  And  towards 
the  latter  End  of  the  f"^  Charter  are  thefe  Words,  viz,  "  And 
"  We  do  for  Us,  Our  Heirs  &  Succeffors,  Eftablifh  &  Ordain, 
"  that  the  faid  Orders,  Laws,  Statutes  &  Ordinances,  be  by  the 
"  firft  opportunity  after  the  making  thereof,  fent  or  tranfmit- 
"  ted  unto  Us,  Our  Heirs  &  Succeffors,  under  the  Publick 
"  Seal,  to  be  appointed  by  Us,  for  Our  or  Their  Approba- 
"  tion  or  Difallowance.  And  that  in  cafe  all  or  any  of  them 
"  fhall  at  any  Time  within  the  fpace  of  "  Three  Years,  next 
"  after  the  fame  fhall  have  been  Prefented  to  Us,  Our  Heirs 
"  &  Succeffors,  in  Our  or  Their  Privy  Council,  be  Difallowed 
"and  Reje6led,  and  fo  fignified  by  Us,  Our  Heirs  &  Succef- 
"  fors,  under  Our  or  Their  Sign  Manual  &  Signet;  or  by 
*'  Order  in  Our  or  Their  Privy  Council,  unto  the  Governour 
"  for  the  time  being,  then  fuch  &  fo  many  of  them  as  fliall  be 
"  fo  Difallowed  &  Rejeded,  fliall  thenceforth  Ceafe  &  Deter- 
"  mine,  and  become  utterly  Void  &  of  none  Effe6l.  Pro- 
"  vided  always,  That  in  cafe.  We,  Our  Heirs  or  Succeffors, 
"  fhall  not  within  the  term  of  Three  Years  after  the  Prefent- 
"ing  of  fuch  Orders,  Laws,  Statutes  or  Ordinances,  as  afore- 
"  faid,  fignifie  Our  or  Their  Difallowance  of  the  fame,  then 

"the 
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"  the  faid  Orders,  Laws,  Statutes  &  Ordinances,  fliall  be  & 
"  Continue  in  full  Force  &  Effect,  according  to  the  true  In- 
"  tent  &  Meaning  of  the  fame,  until  the  Expiration  thereof, 
"  or  that  the  fame  fhall  be  Repealed,  by  the  General  AlTembly 
"  of  Our  faid  Province  for  the  time  being. 

Thus  far  the  Charter.  But  We  have  Reafon  to  believe, 
that  many  of  the  Laws  of  this  Province  have  never  been 
prefented  according  to  the  Dire6tions  given  in  the  Charter. 
Otherwife  (It  is  humbly  conceived)  they  wou'd  moft  cer- 
tainly have  been  immediately  Difallowed.  As  We  hope 
thefe  two  Laws  will  be;  the  Church  People  throughout  the 
whole  Country  being  in  the  utmoft  Confternation  ab'  them. 
One  of  the  Rev'^  M'  Miller's  Hearers  &  Communicants,  who 
lives  about  eleven  Miles  from  the  Church  at  Brantry,  had 
three  Warrants  ferved  upon  him,  on  Friday  the  22^  of  this 
Inflant,  and  was  then  brought  down  to  Bofton  to  be  commit- 
ted to  the  common  Gaol ;  and  the  Conftable  threatens  to 
bring  the  Father  of  the  fame  Man  down  next  Tuefday,  in 
Order  for  Commitment.  They  threaten  the  Churchmen  all 
over  the  Country,  affirming  themfelves  to  be  as  firmly  Eftab- 
lifli'd  as  the  Church  is  in  England ;  and  that  We  are  now 
the  Diffenters  here. 

And  tho  they  boaft  that  they  have  now  fully  E£fe61ed  all 
that  was  to  have  been  done  by  the  Synod  ;  yet  the  Remem- 
brance of  your  Lordfliip's  feafonable  &  happy  Interpofition, 
in  procuring  that  never-to-be-forgotten  Letter  from  their 
Excellencies  the  Lords  Juflices,  gives  the  Churchmen  good 
Grounds  for  Hope,  that  the  Independents  will  as  foon  find 
themfelves  miftaken  in  this  Cafe  likewife ;  and  that  they  will 
not  be  permitted  to  fatiate  themfelves,  &  glut  their  Eyes 

with 
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with  feeing  the  Church  fall  a  Sacrifice,  to  appeafe  the  Manes 
of  their  defeated  Synod. 

May  it  pleafe  Your  Lordfliip, 

I  am 

with  the  utmoft  Sincerity  &  Refpecfl 

y'  Lordfliip's 

obedient  Son  &  very  much  devoted,  very  humble  Servt 

J°  Checkley. 
Boston  New- England  March  31,  1728. 

To  the  Right  Reverend  Father  in  God,  Edmund,  Lord 
Bp  of  London.^ 


Letters  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  for  the 
Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts. 

Reverend  S"" 

I  received  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Society  dated 
April  24,  1740,  informing  me,  that  they  had  ordered  for  the 
Church  here  a  large  common  prayer  Book  and  24  fmall 
ones  for  the  poor ;  for  which  Order  I  render  hearty  Thanks  ; 
tho  the  Books  are  not  come.  I  fear  the  Ship  in  which  they 
were  fent  was  either  loft  or  taken.  We  are  in  great  want 
of  them. 

In  the  fame  letter  you  defire  me  to  be  pun6lual  in  my 
half  yearly  Correfpondence,  according  to  the  Notitia  Paro- 
chialis;  which  Notitia  I  have  not,  and  therefore  know  not 
how  to  condu6l  myfelf  in  that  matter.     Neither  have  I  any 

Parochial 

64  The  reader  will  find  the  fubje6l  of     a  ftatement  of  important  incidents  re- 
this  letter  briefly  treated,  together  with     lating  to  it,  in  Vol.  I.  pp   102-104. 
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Parochial  Library,^^  it  being  carry'd  away  by  the  reverend 
M!  Browne,  when  he  was  removed  to  Portfmouth. 

It  would  be  of  great  fervice  to  me,  if  the  Library  wholly 
confided  of  y^  fermons  preached  at  the  Honourable  M'. 
Boyle's  Ledlure,*^*^  with  any  other  Sermons  againft  Infidelity 
and  Atheifm,  not  omitting  Dr.  Bentley's  excellent  Phileleu- 
therus  Lipfienfis.^^ 

I  am  obliged  to  entreat  the  Honourable  Society  to  grant 
my  requeft  in  this  particular,  inafmuch  as  I  am  fo  fur- 
rounded  with  Infidels  ;  and  above  all,  becaufe  I  am  fo  hard 
befet  by  fome  Romifli  Miffionaries,  difguized  in  various 
Shapes,  who  at  all  Times  and  in  all  places  are  flyly  infinu- 
ating,  and  often  openly  pleading  the  Caufe  of  Infidelity. 

One  of  them  (under  the  name  of  Hewfon  Hughs  and  in 
the  fhape  of  a  Baptilt  Teacher)  was  the  moft  fubtile  man  I 

ever 

^^  A  Parochial  Library  was  ufually  umes,  entitled  A  Defence  of  Natural 

provided  by  the  Society  for  the  Propa-  and  Revealed  Religion,  being  a  Col- 

gation  of  the  Gofpel  for  each  parifh  to  lection  of  the  Sermons  Preached  at 

■which  it  fent  a  Miffionary.     Some  por-  the   Lecture  founded  by  the  Honor- 

tions  of  thefe  libraries  are  ftill  remain-  able  Robert  Boyle,  Efq. 

ing  in  a  few  of   the  older  parifhes  of  ^'^  The   title  of  this  publication  was, 

New  England.  Remarks   upon   the  late  Difcoiirfe  of 

^^  The  "Boyle  Lefture"  was  eftab-  Free-Thinking:  in   a  Letter  to  F.  H. 

liflied  by  the  Hon.   Robert  Boyle,  and  D.D.      By   Phileleutheriis    Lipfienfis. 

provided  for  the  delivery  of  Sermons  in  London,   1713.     Small  8°  in  two  parts, 

favor   of    the    Chriftian    Religion  and  pp.  85+82. 

againft  Atheifts,  Deifts,Pagans,Jews  and  It  was  in  anfwer  to  Anthony  Collins' 

Mohammedans.     Diftinguifhed  preach-  Difcotirfe  on   Freetkinking,    publifhed 

ers  were  appointed,  on  an  annual  falary,  the  fame  year. 

to  deliver  eight  fermons  in  a  year  on  The  F.  H.  in  the  title  was  the  Rev. 

the  above  named  fubje6ls.     From  1691  Francis  Hare,  D.D.,  Dean  of  Worcef- 

to   1732  twenty-one   of  the  moft    able  ter,  fubiequently  Biftiop  of  Chichefter. 

and  profound  fcholars  of  the  period  dif-  This  letter  of  the  learned  Dr.  Richard 

charged  this  important  truft.     The  Ser-  Bently   paffed  through   numerous   edi- 

mons   thus    produced    were    publifhed  tions,  and  was  publifhed  in  feveralEuro- 

feparately  in  1699.     In  1739  t^^Y  were  pean  languages, 
brought  out  together  in  three  folio  vol- 
vol.  II.  —  25 
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ever  met  with,  and  would  have  done  great  mifchief ;  but  I 
have  tended  him  fo  clofely,  that  He  and  two  of  his  Affo- 
ciates  are  gone  off.  But  there  are  others  ftill  here  who  give 
me  great  Trouble. 

Notwithftanding,  all  their  pains  to  the  contrary,  I  have 
the  pleafure  (God  be  thanked  for  it)  to  fee  the  Church 
increafes,  and  have  baptized  in  the  Year  paft  26  perfons ; 
four  of  whom  were  Adults,  two  being  men  advanced  in 
years,  and  a  Man  and  his  Wife ;  whofe  earnefl  Defire  to  be 
baptized,  and  their  great  Serioufnefs  and  Devotion  during 
the  Celebration,  very  much  moved  (and  I  hope  edified)  the 
whole  Congregation.  The  Man  and  his  Wife  received  the 
Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  the  Sunday  following,  and 
have  been  conftant  Communicants  ever  fmce. 

Three  other  of  the  baptized  were  a  Mulatto  and  two  Negro 
boys.  And  I  have  now  feveral  Indians  and  Negros  prepar- 
ing for  Baptifm.  I  have  vifited  (almofl)  all  the  Indians 
remaining  in  this  part  of  the  Country ;  and  fome  of  my  old 
Indian  Acquaintance  from  far  diftant  Countries  have  vifited 
me,  and  promife  to  fend  fome  of  their  Children  to  me  to  be 
inflrudled. 

I  have  built  a  Barn  and  Stable  upon  the  Glebe,  and  have 
done  many  other  Things  for  the  Comfortable  Subfiflence  of 
a  Minifler,  at  my  own  Expence,  though  I  am  obliged  to  take 
up  two  hundred  pounds  at  exorbitant  Intereft,  at  ^12  p  -,  to 
pay  for  it. 

What  I  have  done  was  abfolutely  neceffary,  and  therefore 
I  did  it ;  my  Parifhioners  being  generally  very  poor,  and  not 
able  as  yet  to  do  more  than  they  have  done. 

The  Houfe  and  Glebe  not  being  yet  wholly  paid  for,  nor 

all 
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all  the  windows  of  the  Church  quite  mended  that  were 
broken  by  the  dreadful  Storm  of  Hail  y^  lafl  year. 

In  truth  they  are  fcarcely  able  to  do  it.  Thefe  Things 
viz.  my  Building,  with  the  long  and  fatiguing  Journies  I 
have  made,  and  fliall  be  obliged  to  make,  at  the  Defire  of 
the  Indians  and  others,  are  very  expenfive  and  flraiten  me 
very  much,  otherwife  I  would  lay  out  fome  Mony  in  Eng- 
land for  Books  againfl  Atheifm  and  Infidelity:  That  Poifon 
being  widely  diffufed  through  this  Country. 

I  have  performed  divine  Service  and  baptized  three  Chil- 
dren at  the  Diltance  of  fifty  Miles  from  Providence,  but 
have  not  yet  been  abfent  one  Sunday  from  my  People. 

I  fliall  endeavour  to  do  my  Duty  (however  difficult)  to  the 

utmofl  of  my  Power,  to  approve  myfelf  (by  God's  Grace)  a 

faithful  Minifler  of   Jefus    Chrifl;    and   (Reverend  Sf)  the 

Honorable  Society's 

Very  much  devoted 

very  humble  Servant 

Jno  Checkley. 

Providence  in  New  England. 
November  6.  1740. 

To  tiie  Reverend  Dr.  Bearcroft,  Secretary  to  the  Honourable  Society  for  the 
Propagation  of  the  Gofpel  in  foreign  Parts. 


Reverend  Sir, 

I  have  received  a  large  prayer  Book,  24  fmall  ones  with 
fome  other  Tra(51;s,  for  which  I  render  the  Honourable 
Society  moft  hearty  Thanks. 

Here  are  people  in  various  Shapes  taking  great  Pains  to 

fpread 
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fpread  Infidelity,  and  in  particular  oppofing  Water  Baptifm. 
But  notwithftanding  all  their  pains  to  the  contrary,  I  have 
baptized  thirteen  perfons  this  year;  two  of  whom  were 
Indian  Boys,  whofe  parents  I  had  often  vifited,  and  who 
earneflly  defired  that  they  might  be  baptized.  I  have  per- 
fuaded  an  antient  Indian  &  fome  others  to  frequent  the  Ser- 
vice of  the  Church,  which  I  hope  will  influence  more  of 
thofe  miferable  people. 

The  lafl  winter  was  fo  amazinly  fevere,  and  hath  made 
the  very  NecelTaries  of  Life  fo  very  dear  in  this  place,  that 
it  hath  almofl  ruined  me;  and  my  travelling  on  foot  (Horfes 
being  ufelefs  by  reafon  of  the  Depth  of  the  Snow)  fome- 
times  with  Snow  Shooes,  to  vifit  the  fick  and  bury  the  dead 
at  the  Diflance  of  6,  8  &  12  miles,  did  almofl  quite  overcome 
me,  and  I  yet  feel  the  effe6ls  of  it.  But  I  blefs  God  I  am 
ftill  able  to  do  what  few  others  could  undergo :  and  I  fliall 
continue  (by  God's  Affiftance)  to  endeavour  to  the  utmoft 
of  my  power  to  promote  true  &  fincere  Religion,  as  it  is 
profeffed  &  pra6lifed  in  our  mofl  excellent  Church. 

I  fliould  have  mentioned,  that  (as  foon  as  Horfes  could 
travel)  upon  the  6-  of  April  I  performed  Divine  Service  & 
preached  at  Taunton,  at  the  warmefl  Defire  of  the  people, 
to  a  numerous  Congregation  20  miles  diftant  from  home,  & 
having  rode  all  the  night  after  &  next  Day,  often  through 
Drifts  of  Snow  at  that  Time  of  Year,  and  as  often  thro' 
Rivers,  (the  Bridges  being  carried  away  by  the  Torrents) 
I  performed  Divine  Service  &  preached  to  about  50  people, 
baptized  a  Child  &  adminiltered  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's 
fupper  to  13  perfons  at  50  miles  diflant  from  Providence. 
And  thro'  God's  goodnefs  I  got  home  on  Saturday  night. 

NOTITIA 


Rev.  yohn  Checkley,  197 


NOTITIA    PaROCHIALIS 


68 


1.  Number  of  Inhabitants. 

In  the  Towns  out  of  which  my  Parifhioners  come  (I 
mean  thofe  who  frequent  my  church)  about  fourteen 
thoufand  people. 

2.  No  of  the  Baptized. 

Impoffible  to  tell.  But  I  conje6lure  that  in  Providence 
not  One  in  Ten,  and  in  three  Towns  above  Providence  not 
one  in  thirty. 

3.  No  of  adult  perfons  baptized  this  half  year. 

One. 

4.  No.  of  adual  Communicants  of  the  Ch.  of  England. 

Thirty-feven. 

5.  No.  of  thofe  who  profefs  themfelves  of  the  Ch.  of  Engl^. 

About  two  hundred. 

6.  No.  of  DilTenters  of  all  forts,  particularly  papifts. 

About  eight  Thoufand,  &  much  to  be  feared  one  half 
of  them  Infidels.  Some  few  papifts,  who  I  beheve  harbour 
many  others  in  Difguize. 

7.  No.  of  Heathens  &  Infidels. 

About  fix  Thoufand,  and  a  round  number  of  them 
Atheifts,  as  far  as  wretched  man  can  be  fuch. 

8.  No.  of  Converts  from  a  prophane,  diforderly  and  un- 

chriflian 

«8  It  was  a  charafleriftic  of  the  Ven-  all   their  Miffions.     This  accounts  for 

arable   Society  that  it  required  all  its  the    minute    details     into    which    Mr. 

Miffionaries  to  return,  once  or  twice  a  Checkley   very  properly  enters  in   his 

year,    full  and   detailed   flatements    of  letters  to  the  Society.    Vide  the  Hijlori- 

their  proceedings.  Thefe,  together  with  cal  Colle£lions  of  the  American  Colonial 

the  anfwers  to  the  queftions  which  were  Church   for  queftions   and  anfwers  by 

furniflied   under   the  title  of  "  Notitia  Dr.   Timothy    Cutler,  the  Rev.    David 

Parochialis,"  gave  to  the  governors  of  Moffom,    Mathias    Plant,   and    Samuel 

the  Society  a  complete  knowledge   of  Myles.     Vol.  III.  pp.  147-154. 
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chriflian  Courfe  of  Life,  to  a  Life  of  Chriftian  purity,  meek- 
nefs  and  Charity. 
Two. 

I  have  drawn  upon  the  Treafurers  a  Bill  for  ;^  15  Iterling, 

dated  Nov.  3.  1741.  payable  to  Samuel  Sparrow. 

Reverend  Sir, 

I  am  with   great  refpedl   the  Venerable  Society's  mofl 

devoted,  humble  Servant 

Jno  Checkley. 

Providence.  N.  England  November  3.  1741. 

To  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bearcroft,  Secretary  to  the  Honourable  Society  for  the  pro- 
pagation of  the  Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts,  at  the  Charter  Houfe  London. 


Reverend  Sir, 

I  have  received  a  Parochial  Library,  with  12  Copies  of 
the  Bp  of  Man's  Effay  towards  an  Inflrudion  for  the  In- 
dians, &c.  for  which  I  render  my  mofl  hearty  Thanks.  I 
have  drawn  two  Bills  for  ;^I5  llerling,  each  payable  to 
Samuel  Wentworth,  the  one  dated  June  25,  and  the  other 
Augufl  27,  1742. 

In  your  letter  of  Feb.  9,  1741,  You  inform  me,  that  the 
Society  is  well  pleafed  with  my  Diligence  in  my  MilTion, 
and  my  vifiting  the  neighbouring  Indians. 

I  blefs  God  for  giving  me  Health  &  Strength  to  do  my 
Duty  fo  well  as  I  have  done,  and  to  go  thro'  fo  many  Diffi- 
culties as  attend  my  Million  ;  and  the  Society's  being  pleafed 
with  my  Diligence  is  a  great  Encouragement  and  Satisfadtion 
to  me.     But  it  is  a  Grief  to  me  that  I  fhould  do  any  Thing 

to 
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to  give  Offence.''^  I  do  therefore  moft  humbly  befeech  the 
Venerable  Society  to  put  a  favourable  conftru6lion  upon  my 
condu(5l  refpedling  Mr  Gilbert  Tennent  ™  The  Fa6l  is 
this,  viz.  The  Town  of  Providence  was  in  an  Uproar,  and 
many  of  them  almofl  diflraded,  running  after  Mr  Tennent, 
who  prayed  and  then  difcourfed  to  the  people,  morning, 
noon  and  night.  Had  I  fate  flill  I  fhould  have  loft  many  of 
my  People.  I  therefore  went  and  publickly  invited  Mf  Ten- 
nent and  his  numerous  Followers  to  come  to  Church  on 
the  Morrow,  when  and  where  I  would  perform  Divine  Ser- 
vice and  preach  a  Sermon  to  them.  They  did  accordingly 
come,  a  very  numerous  Affembly,  hundreds  of  whom  were 
never  in  a  Church  before,  from  whom,  after  Divine  Service, 
I  had  a  Colle6lion  of  Mony  which  effe6lually  mended  our 
Church  windows  broken  by  the  Hail,  which  we  were  not 
able  to  mend.  I  have  reafon  to  think  that  my  Sermon  was 
of  Service  to  many  of  them,  they  tarrying  in  the  Church 
and  feeming  very  defirous  to  hear  more. 

Mr  Tennent  told  them  that  in  the  afternoon  he  would 
fay  fomething  to  them  in  the  fame  place.  I  did  not  contra- 
dict it.     For,  the  truth  is,  I  had  a  great  Defire  to  fee  what 

they 

88  It  feems  probable  that  the  Secre-  he  entered  the  pulpit,  he  wore  a  loofe 

tary  of  the  Venerable  Society  had  quef-  garment  "  girt   about  with   a   leathern 

tioned  Mr.    Checkley's  wifdom   in   his  girdle,  while  his  natural  hair  was  left 

conciliatory  treatment  of  Mr.  Tennent.  undrelTed."     In  perfon   he   was   large, 

"^  Gilbert   Tennent,    a   Presbyterian  grave  and  impreffive.     He  dwelt  upon 

minifter    of    Philadelphia    born    about  the  wrath  of  God  rather  than  the  love 

1703.     He  died  in   1765.     He  was  an  of   Chrift.     The   terrors   of   the    Lord 

imitator    and    follower     of     the    Rev.  were  his  favorite  and  potent  inftrument. 

George  Whitefield.      In  1740  and  1741  He   had   an    extraordinary  power  over 

he  made  a  tour  through  New  England,  the   emotional   nature   of   his  hearers, 

preaching  in  the  moll  important  towns,  He  publifhed  a  large  number  of  pam- 

producing   a  great  fenfation.     He  was  phlets    relating    to    fubjefts  efpecially 

able,   eloquent   and  excentric.     W^hen  connedled  with  his  career. 
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they  would  be  at ;  that  I  might  be  the  better  able  to  oppofe 
them. 

Thofe  who  went  out  returned  in  the  afternoon,  and  M' 
Tennent  made  ufe  of  every  petition  in  the  Lord's  prayer, 
and  then  paraphrafed  it  for  his  prayer,  and  after  that,  made 
a  fhort  Difcourfe  to  the  people,  who  then  departed  quietly. 
Ml"  Tennent  the  next  morning  went  out  of  Town,  and  I 
performed  Divine  Service  and  preached  that  day  and  the 
day  after  to  great  Affemblies,  many  of  his  Followers  fre- 
quenting the  Church,  and  I  doubt  not  but  in  Time  (by 
God's  Bleffing)  to  give  a  good  Account  of  some  of  them. 
While  the  faid  Tennent  was  in  Town  I  had  a  great  Deal  of 
private  converfation  with  him,  which  I  hope  did  him  good ; 
for  he  hath  fmce  publickly  in  print  renounced  many  perni- 
cious tenets. 

All  that  hath  been  amifs  in  my  condu6l  refpe6ling  this 
matter,  I  heartily  beg  pardon  for,  and  as  I  never  permitted 
any  before ;  fo  I  neuer  will  permit  him  or  any  other  again. 
God  knows  my  Heart,  I  am  far  from  encouraging  Enthu- 
fiasftick  Teachers,  but  in  the  Hurry  of  that  Diflradion,  I  did 
not  know  how  otherwife  to  appeafe  the  people. 

And  this  Good  comes  of  it  however,  that  Numbers  of 
the  Diffenters  come  to  me  for  Advice,  and  I  have  many 
Opportunities  of  reclaiming  them  from  their  Errors,  who 
will  now  converfe  more  freely  with  me  than  they  would 
before. 

I  am  fatisfied  no  Minifler  in  the  Country  hath  oppofed 
their  mad  proceedings  more  than  I  have  done,  and  by 
God's  Grace  I  will  continue  to  oppofe  them,  and  will  ftrive 
to   the   utmofl  of   my   power   to   promote   true,    Catholick 

Chriftianity, 
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Chriftianity,  as  it  is  profeffed  and  pradifed  in  the  Church 
of  England. 

I  am  taking  great  pains  to  get  a  more  exa6l  Knowledge 
of  the  People  under  my  care  than  ever  I  had  before,  that  I 
may  be  able  to  anfvver  the  Queftions  in  the  Notitia  Parochi- 
alis  more  particularly  ;  and  muft  therefore  entreat  that  the 
following  Account  of  the  laft  half  year  may  be  accepted, 
viz.  I  have  baptized  i8  perfons,  and  received  5  more  into 
full  communion,  two  of  whom  were  Men  whom  I  baptized 
and  received  to  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  on  the 
fullefl  conviction  that  it  was  their  Duty. 

One  of  them  is  a  Man  advanced  in  years,  his  Wife  and 
Children  DifTenters. 

I  could  fay  many  Things  concerning  the  Fatigue  & 
Trouble  I  go  thro,  and  what  I  muft  go  thro  refpeding  my 
Inflru6ting  the  Indians  and  Negros,  but  I  know  it  is  not 
proper  for  me  to  fpeak  in  my  own  praife  ;  yet  one  Thing  I 
muft  beg  leave  to  mention,  it  being  of  fuch  publick  concern, 
viz.  One  of  my  parifliioners  living  in  Barrington  being  im- 
prifoned  for  not  paying  to  the  Diffenters,  gave  Occafion  to 
my  applying  to  his  Excellency  Govf  Shirley,  under  whofe 
influence  I  have  procured  a  general  and  perpetual  Law  in 
Favour  of  the  Church  people  inhabiting  the  Maffachufetts 
Bay.  I  fay,  I  procured  it^^  for  it  was  contrary  to  the  Expec- 
tation 

'''^  The   following  aft  was  paffed  on  removal    by   a   general   ftatute    was    a 

the  firft  day  of   July,   1742,  juft  three  commendable  achievement,  and  an  im- 

months  before   this  letter  was  written,  portant  (tep  in  the  evolution  of  religious 

and    was   undoubtedly  that  referred  to  tolerance    in    Maffachufetts    Bay.     We 

by  the   Rev.   Mr.   Checkley.     This  un-  give  the  Preamble  and  Aft  entire, 

juft  taxation  had  for  years  been  the  fub-  "Whereas  the  profeffed  members  of 

je6l   of  complaint  and  irritation.       Its  the    Church    of   England     have    com- 
plained 
VOL.  II.  —  26 
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tation  of  the  Clergie  in  general.  But  I  rode  Night  &  Day, 
and  was  7  Times  down  at  Bofton,  and  what  with  vifiting 
the  Man  in  Prifon  &  making  Interefl  with  the  Members  of 
the  General  Court,  I  rode  above  a  thoufand  miles;  which 
was  very  expenfive  to  me  and  put  me  in  great  ftraits. 
Governor  Shirley  hath  fliewn  a  good  Example  to  the 
people  that  their  Negros  may  be  inflru6ted  according  to 
the  earneft  Exhortation  of  the  Lord  Bifliop  of  London : 
For  his  Excellency  hath  fent  two  Negros  to  my  houfe  for 
that  End,  and  hath  given  me  One  to  inftrudl  the  other. 

Reverend 


plained  that  they  are  unreafonably  taxed 
for  the  fupport  of  divine  worfliip  in  the 
manner  eftablifhed  by  the  laws  of  this 
province,  while  they  and  their  families 
conftantly  attend  the  worfhip  of  God 
according  to  the  ufage  and  order  of  the 
Church  of  England,  either  within  their 
own  or  fome  neighboring  town,  parifh 
or  precinft  :  — 

"  Be  it  enaBed  by  the  Covernoiir, 
Council  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 

"Sec.  I.  That  the  members  of  the 
Church  of  England  and  their  eftates 
fhall  be  taxed  to  the  fupport  of  the 
publick  worfhip  of  God  with  the  other 
eftates  and  inhabitants  within  the 
bounds  of  any  town,  parifh  or  precin6l, 
according  to  the  laws  of  this  province. 
And  the  treafurer  of  fuch  town,  parifh 
or  precin(5l,  as  he  receiveth  any  fuch  tax, 
fhall  deliver  the  taxes  collefled  of  every 
profefl[t] 'd]  member  of  the  Church  of 
England  unto  the  minifter  of  the  faid 
church  with  whom  he  ufually  and  fre- 
quently attends  the  publick  worfliip  of 
God  on  the  Lord's  days,  which  minifter 
fhall  have  power  to  receive,  and  if  need 
be  to  recover  the  fame  in  the  law,  to 
fupport  him  in  the  place  whereunto  he 
is  duly  defigned  and  fent ;    and  if  by 


that  means  any  deficiency  happeneth  in 
the  falary  of  any  minifter  fettled  by  the 
laws  of  this  province,  fuch  town,  parifh 
or  precin6l,  within  two  months  after 
fuch  deficiency  appeareth,  fhall  make 
good  the  fame :  proi'ided,  7ieverthelefs, 
that  all  fuch  profefted  members  of  the 
Church  of  England  fhall  be  [e][ijntirely 
excufed  from  paying  any  taxes  toward^s] 
the  fettlement  of  any  minifter  or  build- 
ing any  meeting-houfe  purfuant  and  ac- 
cording to  the  direftion  and  orders  of 
the  laws  of  this  province,  and  utterly 
debarred  from  voting  any  ways  con- 
cerning fuch  minifters  or  meeting- 
houfes. 

"  Provided  alfo, 

"  Sec.  2.  That  no  perfon  fhall  be  ex- 
empted, or  his  tax  paid  over  to  any  min- 
ifter of  the  Church  of  England,  unlefs 
fuch  minifter  and  his  Church-wardens 
fhall  firft  certify  to  the  treafurer  of  fuch 
town  or  parifh  where  he  lives  that  fuch 
perfon  is  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
England,  and  ufually  and  frequently  at- 
tends the  publick  worfhip  of  God  with 
them  on  Lord's  days  as  aforefaid." 
A^s  and  Refolves  of  the  Province  of 
Maffachiifetts  Bay.     Vol.  IIL  p.  25. 


Rev.  yohn  Checkley.  203 

Reverend  Sir, 

I  am  with  great  Refpecft,  the  Honourable  Society's  moft 

devoted  very  humble  fervant, 

Jno  Checkley 

Miffionary  at  Providence  New  England. 
Odober  i.  1742. 

P.  S.  Notwithftanding  the  long  and  frequent  Journies  I 
made  in  procuring  that  Law,  I  have  not  yet  been  abfent 
one  Sunday  from  my  people. 

To  the  Reverend  Dr.  Bearcroft,  Secretary  to  the  Hon—  Society  for  the  Pro- 
pagation of  the  Gofpel  in  foreign  parts. 


Reverend  Sir, 

I  have  been  at  great  pains  and  expence  in  travelling  in 
the  Year  paft,  to  procure  a  more  diflin6l  Knowledge  of  the 
People  in  the  Towns  out  of  which  thofe  come  who  frequent 
my  Church  ;  but  the  diflra6ted  affairs,  at  prefent  in  this 
Country,  render  it  impoffible  to  give  an  exacfl  Account. 
But  I  have  found  much  greater  Numbers  in  the  Woods, 
than  I  could  have  imagined,  deflitute  of  Religion,  and  living 
as  without  God  in  the  World. 

I  mofl  earneltly  therefore  defire  fome  Tra6ts  upon  Bap- 
tifm,  the  hindering  people  coming  to  that  Ordinance  being 
the  point  the  Infidels  moftly  favour  at  prefent,  I  having 
baptized  but  four  Children  this  laft  half  year. 

But,  notwithftanding  all  Oppofition,  the  Church  increaf- 
eth,  and  (blefled  be  God  for  it)  is  likely  to  encreafe,  feveral 

large 
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large  families  and  a  Negro  woman  are  preparing  to  be  bap- 
tized:  Some  of  them  living  12  and  fome  20  miles  from  me. 

I  haue  received  feveral  to  the  Communion  who  were  Fol- 
lowers of  Mr  Tennent,  but  are  now  fteady  and  regular  Com- 
municants, and  of  unblemillied  Lives.  Two  have  been 
reconciled  to  the  Church  upon  their  Death  Beds,  in  the 
Midft  of  their  Diffenting  Friends,  who  heard  their  Dif- 
courfe,  and  were  Witneffes  of  their  devout  Behaviour,  during 
the  Celebration  of  the  Sacrament. 

I  haue  twice  vifited  the  Indians  upon  Quinibaug  River,"^^ 
2  months  pafl  at  40  miles  diflance ;  and  8  Days  ago  at  80 
miles  Diflance  in  a  great  Swamp  near  the  Head  of  the 
River ;  and  I  have  great  Hopes  of  doing  fome  Service 
among  them.  From  ten  o'clock  in  the  Morning  on  Tuef- 
day  to  Thurfday  Night  ten  o'clock  I  travelled  on  Horfeback 
and  a-foot  two  hundred  miles;  and  when  I  got  home  I  found 
a  Man  from  Taunton  who  came  to  call  me  thither,  and  early 
in  the  morning  I  went  with  him,  to  advife  them  about  their 
Church  Affairs. 

They  have  built  a  convenient  Houfe  for  the  Worfliip  of 
God,  and  have  purchafed  a  fmall  Houfe  (which  they  defign 
to  enlarge  and  call  by  the  name  of  Coram  Hall  "^),  with 

thirty 

'2  For  fome  account  of  the  fituation  By  his  benevolence  and  generofity  he 

and  chara(5ler  of  this  river,  VideVo\.\.  had  endeared  himfelf  to  the  people  of 

pp    112,  113,  note  94.  Taunton,  and  it  was  not  unnatural  that 

■^3  Coram  Hall.  In  memory  of  Capt.  they  fhould  with  to  honor  him  by  affociat- 
Thomas  Coram,  who  was  a  refident  of  ing  his  memory  with  their  parfonage. 
Taunton  for  fome  years,  and  was  adlive  The  reader  may  find  an  interefling  let- 
in  eftablifhing  S'.  Thomas  Church  in  ter  by  Capt.  Coram  in  the  Hiftorical 
that  town.  He  returned  to  England  in  Colleftions  of  the  American  Colonial 
1703,  and  by  his  efforts  the  Foundling  Church,  edited  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Wm  S. 
Hofpital  \n    London  was    eftablifhed.  Perry.     Vol.  1 1 1 .  pp.  64- 67. 
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thirty  odd  Acres  of  good  Land  near  the  Church,  and  I  am 
preparing  the  Inflruments  to  make  it  over  for  the  ufe  of 
the  Church  for  ever,  the  Venerable  Society  being  Truflees 
in  Truft.  My  fon  is  now  with  them  for  their  further  Affift- 
ance,  and  I  beheve  will  carry  the  Inflruments  with  him  to 
England,  he  being  about  to  go  home  for  Holy  Orders ;  and 
I  humbly  befeech  that  God  who  gave  him  to  me,  that  he 
may  have  a  profperous  voyage,  and  be  kindly  received  by 
that  Venerable  Body,  who  (under  God)  are  the  fupport  of 
the  true  Religion  in  this  woful  Wildernefs,  and  for  whom  I 
conltantly  pray,  and  remain 

(Reverend  Sir) 

their  very  much  devoted 
very  humble  Servant 

Jno  Checkley 
Miffionary  at  Providence  in  New  England. 

0(Sober  26.  1743. 

P.  S.  I  would  not  fo  particularly  mention  my  travelling, 
but  the  great  Fatigue  and  great  Expence  I  am  at  oblige  me 
to  it.  I  cannot  fit  ftill  &  not  comply  with  the  repeated 
importunities  of  the  Indians  &  others  to  vifit  them. 

The  Indians  are  a  People  that  muft  be  taken  in  their  own 
Way  and  managed  by  One  who  underftands  their  Lan- 
guage &  Cuftoms,  &  who  can  lodge  a  Night  or  two  upon 
the  Ground  with  them  in  the  Woods  when  He  vifits  them. 

When  I  was  at  Taunton  lafl  Week,  the  late  dreadful 
Storm  detained  me  there  until  two  o'clock  on  Sunday 
Morning,  when  I  fet  out  and  came  home  in  good  Time.  I 
muft  beg   leave    to    obferve,   that   as   yet   no  Diflance,  no 

Inundations, 
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Inundations,  Storms  and  Tempefts  have  detained  me  from 
doing  my  Duty  on  the  Lord's  Day  at  Providence. 

NOTITIA    PaROCHIALIS   FROM    EaSTER   TO    MiCHAELMAS,    1743- 

1.  No.  of  Inhabitants. 

In  the  Towns  out  of  which  thofe  come  who  frequent  my 
Church,  about  feventeen  thoufand  People. 

2.  No.  of  the  Baptized. 

Impoffible  to  tell,  but  moft  likely  in  Providence  not  One 
in  ten,  &  in  four  Towns  near  Providence  not  one  in  twenty 
or  thirty. 

3.  No.  of  Adult  Perfons  baptized  this  half  year. 

None. 

4.  No.  of  adlual  Communicants  of  the  Ch,  of  England. 

Forty-feven. 

5.  No.  of  thofe  who  profefs   themfelves  of   the  Ch.   of 

England. 

About  three  hundred. 

6.  No.  of  Diffenters  of  all  forts,  particularly  Papifts. 

About  ten  thoufand,  many  of  whom  are  diftra6led  En- 
thufiafls  &  femi-Infidels.  Some  few  Papifts  who,  ('t  is 
thought)  harbour  many  others  in  difguife. 

7.  No.  of  Heathens  &  Infidels. 

About  feven  thoufand,  &  many  of  them  Atheifts  as  far 
as  wretched  man  can  be  fuch. 

8.  No.  of  Converts  from  a  prophane,  diforderly  &  unchrif- 
tian   Courfe,    to  a  Life  of    Chriflian   purity,    Meeknefs    & 

Charity. 

None,  ftridlly  fpeaking,  but  many  who  are  much  re- 
formed &  feem  to  be  in  a  fair  way  to  it. 

I  have  drawn  a  Bill  for  ;^  15  fterling  dated  Sepf  30.   1743. 
payable  to  Mary  Jackfon. 
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I  have  drawn  a  Bill  dated  Novf  3.  for  the  fame  fum,  pay- 
able to  the  fame  perfon. 

To  the  Rev'?  Dr.  Bearcroft,  Secretary  to  the  Hon.  Society  for  the  propaga- 
tion of  the  Gofpel  in  foreign  parts.     London. 


Reverend  Sir, 

Being  at  Bofton  at  the  Convention  of  the  Clergie,  and  a 
fhip  juft  about  to  fail,  I  take  this  Opportunity  to  thank  the 
Venerable  Society  for  the  Books  they  have  been  pleafed  to 
fend  me,  not  doubting  but  that  they  will  do  great  fervice.  I 
not  being  at  home  cannot  fend  the  Notitia  Parochialis  now. 
There  is  no  remarkable  Alteration  in  my  parifli  fmce  my 
laft,  in  which  I  mentioned  the  great  pains  taken  by  the 
Infidels  and  Enthufiafts  to  prevent  people  from  coming  to 
the  Sacraments,  and  they  continue  ftill  to  give  me  great 
Trouble;  for  which  reafon  I  have  baptized  but  four  Chil- 
dren fmce  Michaelmas.  However,  notwithftanding  all  their 
Oppofition,  the  Church  (bleffed  be  God)  doth  encreafe 
though  flowly,  and  I  have  good  reafon  to  hope  that  feveral 
large  heathen  Families  will  become  Chriftians. 

I  am  with  great  Refpe(5l  (Reverend  Sir)  the  venerable 

Society's  very  much  devoted  very  humble  Servant 

J  NO  Checkley 

Miflionary  at  Providence  in  New  England. 
May  24.  1744. 

I  have  drawn  for  thirty  pounds  fterling,  payable  to  Mary 
Jackfon  &  Comp^  or  Order. 

To  the  reverend  Dodlor  Bearcroft,  Secretary  to  the  honourable  Society  for 
the  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel  in  foreign  parts. 

Reverend 
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Reverend  Sir, 

I  have  juft  now  received  a  Letter  from  my  Son,  dated 
London,  Auguft  23*^  i744>  i^i  which  he  informs  me  of  his 
good  fuccefs,  being  appointed  to  Newark,  whither  he  defired 
to  go ;  for  which  I  thank  God  &  the  Venerable  Society. 

My  Son  informs  me  that  it  was  Matter  of  Surprize  to 
fome  Gentlemen,  that  I  did  not  write  to  the  Society  by  him. 
I  muft  own,  I  thought  it  not  quite  fo  proper  for  me  to 
recommend  him,  knowing  he  had  fufificient  Teflimonials 
from  others,  from  whom  his  Chara6ler  might  be  had  with 
much  better  Grace  than  from  myfelf.  But  I  mentioned  him 
in  my  Letter  to  the  Honourable  Society  dated  Odlober  26. 
1743,  in  thefe  Words,  viz.  my  fon  being  about  to  go  home 
for  holy  Orders,  I  humbly  befeech  that  God  who  gave  him 
to  me,  that  he  may  have  a  profperous  Voiage,  and  be  kindly 
received  by  that  venerable  Body  who  (under  God)  are  the 
Support  of  the  true  Religion  in  this  woful  Wildernefs,  and 
for  whom  I  conflantly  pray,  and  remain,  &c.  I  have  been 
fometimes  afraid,  that  I  had  wrote  too  often  and  had  been 
too  importunate.  But  if  I  have  been  defe(ftive  in  any  Point 
of  Duty,  I  am  heartily  forry  for  it,  and  I  crave  Pardon  ;  it 
being  an  Error  of  my  Underftanding,  not  of  my  Will,  my 
Misfortune,  not  my  Fault. 

I  believe  none  of  the  Clergie  have  wrote  oftener  than  I 
have  done,  always  writing  two  Letters  in  the  Year,  and 
fometimes  three;  conflantly  fending  their  copies  like  wife. — 
I  have  received  none  from  the  Honourable  Society  for  three 
Years  lalt  paft  fave  two  only,  which  hath  given  me  great 
Uneafienefs;  it  being  my  fincere  Defire  always  to  have  the 
Diredlion  and  Approbation  of  the  venerable  Society,    all 

whofe 
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whofe  Orders  I  fliall  endeavour  reliGfiouflv  to  obferve.  At 
the  fame  Time,  I  muft  crave  Leave,  that  I  may  be  allowed 
to  draw  Quarter  Bills.  The  great  Expence  I  am  at  in 
travelling  to  vifit  the  Indians  and  other  of  my  (diftant) 
People  oblige  me  to  it. 

I  have  written  a  Letter  to  the  Honourable  Society  dated 
upon  the  Feaft  of  St  Michael,  and  have  fent  a  Copy  of  y^ 
Letter.  At  which  Time  I  drew  a  Bill  for  ^30  fterling,  one 
Half  of  it  being  then  due,  and  the  other  not  till  Xtmafs ; 
but  the  Bill  was  not  to  be  prefented  till  after  Xtmafs. 

The  Neceffity  of  my  Affairs  obliged  me  to  do  fo :  and  I 
humbly  befeech  the  Indulgence  of  the  venerable  Society  in 
this  Matter.     The  Bill  is  payable  to  Darius  Seffions. 

I  am  with  great  Refpe(5t  (Reverend  Sir)  the  Honourable 
Society's  very  much  obliged,  very  humble  Servant 

Jno  Checkley 
Miflionary  at  Providence  in  New  England. 
January  i.  1 744-/5. 

(Postscript.) 

The  Church  of  St  Thomas  in  Taunton  is  about  18  miles 
diftant  from  my  Houfe.  The  public  Fafls  &  Thankfgivings 
in  the  Province  of  the  Maffachufett  are  always  upon  a 
Thurfday.'^*  Wherefore  (without  interfering  with  my  ftated 
Duty  at  Providence)  I  have  fupply'd  that  Church  occaffion- 
ally  for  fome   Years  pail  at  the  Defire  of  the  Commiffary, 

and 

''•*  In  the  Hijlorical  Colle£lions  of  the  which  the  Falls  and  Thankfgivings  are 

Affiericatt   Colonial  Church,  edited  by  faid  to  be  "always  on  Sunday,"  a  grave 

the  Rt._  Rev.  Bifhop   Perry,   Vol.    III.  miftake  which  probably  efcaped  the  at- 

p.  378,  is  an  extraft  from  this  letter,  in  tention  of  the  proof-reader. 
VOL.  II.  —  27 
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and  the  earneft  Defire  of  the  People :  particularly  upon  the 
28  of  June  laft,  being  a  general  Faft  to  implore  Succefs 
upon  his  Majefty's  Arms;  and  upon  the  22^  oi  November, 
being  a  general  Thankfgiving;  and  on  the  27  of  December, 
being  Xtmafs  Week,  I  performed  divine  Service  at  Taunton, 
&  preached  upon  thofe  Occafions.  Xtmafs  being  upon  the 
Tuefday,  I  performed  Divine  Service  &  preached  here,  and 
the  next  day  fet  out  for  Taunton;  and  I  defign  (God  will- 
ing) to  ferve  that  Church  once  in  a  month  upon  Wednefday 
or  Thurfday. 

But  I  cou'd  wifh  the  Honourable  Society  would  permit 
me  to  preach  One  Sunday  in  the  Month  at  Taunton,  there 
being  fo  great  a  Profpe6l  of  doing  good  in  that  large  (but 
at  prefent,  through  the  mad  condu6l  of  the  Furious  New- 
Light  Enthufiafts,  at  prefent  (I  fay)  difl:ra6led)  Town.  The 
Church  People  at  Taunton  are  greatly  defirous,  that  I  may 
be  dire6ted  to  come  to  them  upon  one  Sunday  in  the  Month, 
until  they  fhall  have  a  relident  Minifler  among  them  ;  but 
at  prefent  they  cannot  find  out  one  to  their  Minds.  Indeed, 
it  requires  a  Perfon  of  great  Prudence  to  be  fixed  in  that 
troublefome  Place. 

As  I  never  have  but  once,  fo  I  never  will  leave  the 
Church  at  Providence  upon  a  Sunday  without  the  fpecial 
Leave  &  indeed  Dire6lion  of  the  Venerable  Society.  This 
Point  (however  other  Men  may  ad)  I  hitherto  always  have 
and  always  will  make  a  Matter  of  Confcience;  Having 
never  been  abfent  but  one  Sunday,  and  then  utterly  againfl 
my  Will,  tho  upon  the  moft  prefling  Occafion:  it  being  to 
bury  a  Gentlewoman  20  miles  diflant,  the  Wife  of  Col. 
Updike,  who  fent  an   Exprefs   for   me,   &  wou'd    take   no 

Denial : 
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Denial :  fome  hundreds  of  People  attending  y^  Funeral,  and 
unlefs  I  had  gone,  there  vvou'd  have  been  no  Clergieman 
there,  Dr  McSparran  (to  whofe  Parifli  ilie  belonged)  being 
then  at  Boflon. 

Seven  of  my  Communicants  live  at  Taunton,  and  feveral 
others  in  that  great  Town  are  preparing  to  receive  that 
bleffed  Sacrament. 

My  Lord  of  London's  excellent  Book  (which  hath  done 
fo  much  Service  among  my  People)  viz.  The  Sacrament  of 
the  Lord's  Supper  explained : '^^  &c.  A  Number  of  them 
might  now  be  profitably  difperfed.  I  never  had  but  2  of 
them,  which  have  been  continually  in  ufe,  and  are  now 
worn  out.  If  the  like  Number  of  Do6lor  Afliton's  fmall 
Pamphlet  upon  the  Lord's  Supper  might  be  fent  with  thofe 
of  my  Lord  of  London's  it  would  likewife  do  very  well. 

The  Printers  here  will  not  print  the  Church  Catechifm : 
wherefore  Primers  with  the  Church  Catechifm  in  every  one 
would  be  of  main  fervice  in  this  Country. 


Reverend  Sir, 

I  thank  the  venerable  Society  for  their  tender  Refent- 
ments  ^"^  &  kind  Condolence  for  the  Lofs  of  my  dear  Child, 
whofe  Death  hath  been  a  fore  Grief  to  me  &  to  his  greatly 
aiBided  &  diflreffed  Mother. 

But 

"^^  This  treatife  by  Bifhop  Gibfon  was  eighteenth  centuiy  it  was  ufed  in  a  good 

publifhed  in  1705.  fenfe,  and  likewife  in  a  bad  fenfe.     In  a 

'^  Refeiitments.     This  word    is    now  good  fenfe  the  diftionaries  quote  exam- 

obfolete  as  here  ufed.     It  is  employed  pies  from  Bifhop  Bull,  Bifhop  Pearfon, 

here  nearly  in  the  fenfe  oi  fentiments.  Dr.    Barrow,    Mr.    Cudworth,    Jeremy 

In  the  feventeenth  and  early  part  of  the  Taylor  and  others. 
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But  bleffed  be  God  who  hath  given  us  hearts  to  blefs  & 
praife  him  for  all  his  Difpenfations. 

This  Day  I  have  received  the  books  fent  me  by  the 
Society,  and  I  am  thankful  for  them. 

I  have  baptized  in  the  year  pafl  only  14  Perfons ;  but  5  of 
them  were  Adults,  one  being  a  Negro  Woman,  whofe  fon  of 
7  years  old  was  baptized  with  her. 

NoTiTiA  Parochialis  FROM  Easter  1/45  TO  Easter  1746. 

No.  of  Inhabitants. 

In  the  Towns  out  of  which  thofe  come  who  frequent  my 
Church,  about  1700  People. 
No.  of  baptized. 

I  cannot  tell,  but  moft  likely  not  one  in  ten  in  Provi- 
dence, &  not  one  in  20  or  30  in  the  Woods. 
No.  of  Adults  baptized  this  half  year. 

Five  in  the  whole  year 
No.  of  actual  Communicants  of  the  Church  of  England. 

Sixty-two. 
No.  of  thofe  who  profefs  themfelves  of  the  Ch.  of  Eng*^ 

About  320. 
No.  of  Diffenters  of  all  forts,  particularly  Papifls 

About  ten  thoufand,  fome  few  Papifts. 
No.  of  Heathens  &  Infidels. 

About  feven  thoufand. 
No.  of  Converts  from  a  prophane,  diforderly  &  unchriftian 
courfe,  to  a  Life  of  Chriftian  purity,  Meeknefs  &  Charity. 

None. 

I  have  drawn  a  Bill  dated  April  3,  1746,  for  (^o  £  flerling 
payable  to  Mary  Jackfon. 

I 
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I  am  (Reverend  Sir)  with  great  Refpedl,  the  venerable 
Society's  very  much  devoted  very  humble  Serv! 

Jno  Checkley 
Miffionary  at  Providence  in  New  England. 
April  3.  1746. 

To  the  reverend  Do6lor  Bearcroft,  Secretary  to  the  honourable  Society  for 
the  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel  in  foreign  parts. 


Reverend  Sir, 

I  have  had  my  hands  fo  full  of  late  by  reafon  of  the  wild, 
enthufiaftic  rage  &  confufions,  that  I  have  fcarcely  known 
which  way  to  turn  myfelf. 

There  are  great  &  ftrange  Alterations  in  Taunton,  but 
efpecially  here  in  Attleborough  among  the  Diffenters ;  of 
which  I  hope  I  fliall  be  able  e'er  long  to  give  the  Honour- 
able Society  a  very  good  Account :  but  I  fliould  be  able  to 
do  it  much  fooner  if  I  might  be  favoured  with  fome  Com- 
mon Prayer  Books  with  Brady  &  Tate's  Pfalms,  &  my  Lord 
of  London  &  Dr.  Afheton  upon  the  Sacrament,  &  fome 
Silver-covered  Primers  for  the  Children,  whofe  Parents  are 
highly  pleafed  by  the  diftribution  of  fuchy?«^  Books. 

NOTITIA    PAROCHIALIS    FROM    MiCHAELMAS    TO    LaDYDAY,    174/. 

No.  of  Inhabitants. 

In  the  Towns  out  of  which  thofe  come  who  frequent  my 
Church  more  than  eighteen  Thoufand  People. 
No.  of  the  Baptized. 

Scarce  one   in  ten  in  Providence,   &  in  fome  Towns 
fcarce  one  in  twenty  or  thirty. 

No. 
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No.  of  Adult  perfons  baptized  in  this  half  year. 

One. 
No.  of  a6lual  Communicants  of  the  Church  of  England. 

In  the  Church  at  Providence,  51. 

In  the  Church  at  Taunton,        19 — 70. 
No.  of  thofe  who  profefs  themfelves  of  the  Ch.  of  England. 

About  four  hundred. 
No.  of  Diffenters  of  all  forts,  particularly  Papifls. 

About  eleven  thoufand.     Some  few  Papifts. 
No.  Heathens  &  Infidels 

About  feven  or  eight  Thoufand. 
No.  of  Converts  from  a  prophane,  diforderly  &  unchriflian 
Courfe  to  a  Life  of  Chriftian  purity,  Meeknefs  &  Charity. 

None.     But  many  much  altered  for  the  better. 

I  am  almoft  worn  out  with  the  difficulties  I  meet  with  in 
the  difcharge  of  my  duty  here,  &  the  extraordinary  Services. 
But  the  earneft  &  reiterated  Entreaties  of  the  Taunton  & 
Attleborough  People  to  come  to  their  Affiftance,  oblige  me 
to  do  even  beyond  my  ftrength. 

And  whatever  difficulties  I  do  or  may  meet  with.  In 
fpight  of  Atheifm  &  Enthufiafm,  Maugre  all  Oppofition,  I 
will  (by  God's  Affiftance)  flill  endeavour  to  the  utmoft  of 
my  power  to  promote  true  and  genuine  Chriftianity  as  pro- 
feffed  in  our  moft  excellent  Church. 

I  am  (Reverend  Sir)  with  great  refpecft  the  Venerable 
Society's  very  much  devoted,  very  humble  Servant 

Jno  Checkley, 

Miilionary  at  Providence  in  New  England. 

April  2.  1747. 

To  the  Reverend  Dr.  Bearcroft,  Secretary  to  the  hon'''^  Society  for  the  propa- 
gation of  the  Gofpel  in  foreign  parts. 

I 
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I  drew  a  Bill  for  ^30  fterling  dated  October  i.  1746.  pay- 
able to  Mary  Jackfon.  And  I  now  draw  for  the  fame  fum 
payable  to  the  fame  perfon. 


Reverend  Sir, 

I  have  drawn  a  Bill  payable  to  Patrick  Grant  &  another 
payable  to  Thomas  Gunter  for  ^15  fterling  each. 

NOTITIA   PaROCHIALIS   FROM   E ASTER    1 74/   TO    MiCHAELMAS    1747. 

No.  of  the  Inhabitants. 

In  the  Towns  out  of  which  thofe  come  who  frequent  my 
Church  more  than  eighteen  thoufand  People. 
No.  of  the  Baptized. 

Scarce  One    in  ten  in  Providence,  &  in   fome  Towns 
fcarce  one  in  20  or  30. 
No.  of  Adult  perfons  baptized  this  half  year. 

Two. 
No.  of  a6tual  Communicants  of  the  Chh  of  England. 

At  the  Chh  in  Providence,  53. 

At  the  chh  in  Taunton,       21 — 74. 
No.  of  thofe  who  profefs  themfelves  of  the  Chh  of  England 

About  400. 
No.  of  Diffenters  of  all  forts,  particularly  papifts. 

About  Eleven  thoufand.     Some  few  papifts. 
No.  of  Heathens  &  Infidels. 

About  eight  thoufand. 
No.  of  Converts  from  a  prophane,  diforderly,  &  unchriflian 
Courfe,  to  a  Life  of  Chriftian  purity,  Meeknefs  &  Charity. 

One. 

I 
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I  have  baptized  nine  perfons  this  half  year,  two  of  them 
being  a  Man  and  his  Daughter,  bred  in  Quaker  families,  & 
have  received  four  grave  People  to  the  Sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  Supper. 

I  preached  at  Bridgwater  upon  the  fifth  of  November,  & 
had  the  pleafure  to  fee  the  Timber  brought  upon  the  Land 
where  the  Church  is  to  be  built :  One  of  the  Gentlemen  of 
that  Town  giving  Ten  Acres  for  a  Glebe. 

I  am  (Rev^  Sir)  with  great  Refpedl  the  venerable  So- 
ciety's very  much  devoted,  very  humble  Serv! 

Jno  Checkley 
Miflionary  at  Providence  in  New  England. 

Novf  9.  1747 

To  the  Rev'?  Dr.  Bearcroft,  Secretary  to  the  hon'''*'  Society  for  the  propaga- 
tion of  the  Gofpel  in  Foreign  parts. 


Reverend  Sir, 

There  have  been  no  great  Alterations  in  my  Church  fmce 
my  lafl,  faving  that  among  the  baptized  were  7  adults,  one 
a  Negro  woman,  who  hath  6  Children,  whom  I  hope  to 
Ch  rifle  n. 

I  have  likewife  married  a  Negro  Man  &  Woman,  num- 
bers of  Negroes  decently  attending  the  Solemnity  in  the 
Church  :  (where  I  always  marry)  the  Negro  Woman  who 
was  baptized  fome  years  before,  I  have  received  to  the  Holy 
Communion;  and  flie  hath  been  a  conftant  Communicant 
ever  fmce  her  admiffion,  and  behaves  with  great  Decency, 
fo  as  to  be  a  good  Example  to  others.  We  have  moreover 
made  more  new  &  convenient  Seats  for  the  Negroes  in  the 

Church, 
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Church,  numbers  of  whom  regularly  attend  Divine  Worfhip. 
I  moft  humbly  thank  the  Honourable  Society  for  their 
Gratuity  for  my  extraordinary  Services,  which  came  very 
feafonably  to  my  Relief,  we  having  had  two  years  great 
fcarcity. 

I  fhall  take  care,  refpeding  the  extraordinary  fervice,  (not 
omitting  my  Duty  here)  as  far  as  I  fhall  be  able,  to  merit 
the  future  Favours  and  Encouragement  of  the  Honourable 
Society. 

I  am  (Reverend  Sir) 

The  venerable  Society's  very  much  devoted,  very  humble 
Servant, 

Jno  Checkley, 
Miflionary  at  Providence  in  New  England. 

May  I.  1750 

I  have  drawn  a  Bill  for  ^35  flerling  dated  May  i.  1750 
payable  to  Mf  Benjamin  Bowen. 

To  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bearcroft.  Secretary  to  the  Hon—  Society  for  the  Propaga- 
tion of  the  Gofpel  in  Foreign  parts. 


Reverend  Sir, 

Since  my  laft  Notitia  Parochialis  the  chief  Alterations  in 
my  Church  are  my  baptizing  4  Infants  and  two  Adults,  one 
a  Quaker  and  the  other  an  Antipcedobaptift  both  of  whom 
(at  their  Defu'e)  I  baptized,  in  the  prefence  of  many  People, 
by  total  Immerlion,  each  of  the  Women  being  a  Mother  of 
many  Children,  who  are  all  grown  up,  but  at  prefent  all 
Heathens,  excepting  one,  to  whom  I  formerly  gave  Clinic 
VOL.  II.  — 28  Baptifm, 
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Baptifm,  flie  being  dangeroufly  ill  after  Child  Bearing ;  but 
fince  that  Time  could  never  perfuade  her  to  have  her  Child 
baptized,  tho  now  4  years  paft. 

One  of  the  Women  whom  I  baptized  laft  Auguft  by  Im- 
merfion,  hath  been  a  conftant  Communicant  ever  fmce 
October  laft,  and  y""  other  propofes  to  come  to  the  Lord's 
Table  in  a  fliort  Time. 

No  man  can  think  (who  is  an  utter  ftranger  to  them)  what 
ftrange  obje6lions  the  People  raife  againft  the  Sacraments ; 
I  mean  fuch  People  as  have  been  dragged  up  in  Schifm,  or 
rather  many  of  them,  in  no  religion  at  all :  the  former  (if 
poffible)  being  Worfe  than  the  Latter.  I  am  fure  I  find  more 
Trouble  with  and  from  them.  However,  the  late  good  Bifhop 
of  London's  Book  concerning  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  good 
Old  Dr.  Afheton's  fmall  piece  upon  the  fame  bleffed  Sacra- 
ment do  great  Service.  I  cou'd  wifli  I  might  be  favoured 
with  more  of  them ;  and  efpecially  fome  upon  the  Neceffity 
of  Water  Baptifm.  I  never  had  any  fuch.  The  Infidels  & 
the  New-Light's  rage  moft  furioufly  againft  the  Ordinances 
of  X!  being  neceffary  to  Salvation.  The  Enthufiaftic  New- 
Lights  affirming  nothing  neceffary  but  what  they  wildly  call 
Converfion.  That  is  fcreaming  and  tumbling  about  the 
Floor,  young  Men  and  Women  ten  or  12  promifcuoufly  on 
the  Floor  at  once ;  oftentimes  in  their  private  and  fome- 
times  in  their  Publick  Meetings;  always  fcreaming,  and 
fometimes  in  a  moft  hideous  manner,  calling  upon  People  to 
come  to  Chriji,  come  to  X\  come  to  XK  At  the  fame  Time  de- 
claring to  the  people  that  y^  Sacraments  will  not  carry  them 
to  Chrift,  but  only  their  being  converted  as  they  have  been. 
After  thefe  diftraded  Frolicks,  and  many  other,  more  like 

Demoniacs 
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Demoniacs  than  any  Thing  elfe,  they  pretend  to  great  Joy, 
and  Serenity  of  Mind,  and  are  then  (according  to  their 
Scheme)  notwithflanding  they  defpife  the  Sacraments,  en- 
tirely converted,  and  are  infallibly  fure  of  Salvation.  This  is 
with  them  the  chief  evidence  of  being  in  Chrifl,  and  of  being 
certain  of  Salvation. 

This  is  what  thefe  horrid  Enthufiafts  call  Converfion ! 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Infidels  who  laugh  at  thefe  mad 
Pranks  (and  well  they  may)  declare  for  the  Religion  of 
Nature,  difclaim  all  revealed  Religion,  and  affirm  nothing 
neceffary  to  an  happy  hereafter,  (if  there  is  an  Hereafter 
which  they  fay  they  very  much  doubt)  and  loudly  plead  (I 
fay)  that  nothing  is  necefTary  to  Happinefs  in  another  World 
but  Morality,  Which,  however,  tho  they  talk  much  about  it, 
they  pradtife  but  little  of  it. 

Thus  from  the  Atheiflical  &  unbelieving  on  the  one 
hand  and  the  wild  Enthufiafl  on  the  other,  I  have  extream 
hard  Service. 

But  notwithflanding  all  thefe  Difficulties,  I  have  at  length, 
after  twelve  years  Labour  among  them,  by  the  Bleffing  of 
God,  a  fair  and  comfortable  Profped;  of  feeing  a  Church 
built  at  Montalto"  in  Smithfield,  5  miles  diftant  from  my 
Church  at  Providence,  and  once  One  of  the  rudefl  and 
Wildeft  parts  of  old  Providence,  which  when  built,  by  God's 
permifTion,  I  purpofe  occaffionally  to  Minifter  likewife  there. 

I  have   been  often   at    Taunton,   Dighton   &c   and  have 

travelled 

''^  We  do  not  find  that  this  name  at-  field,   there  is    an  elevation  known  as 

laches,  at  this  time,  to  any  part  of  Old  Jenks    Hill,   about  five  miles  from    St. 

Smithfield.      But  in    the    townfhip    of  John's  Church,  Providence,  which  might 

Lincoln,   formerly   included  in  Smith-  well  have  been  called  Montalto. 
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travelled  this  laft  Year  on  extraordinary  Service  above  Nine 
Hundred  Miles,  of  which  I  will  fliortly  give  the  Society  a 
more  particular  Account. 

I  have  drawn  a  ^15  Bill  due  laft  X*mafs,  payable  to  Col. 
Edward  Kinnicutt. 

I  am  (Reverend  Sir)  with  great  Refped;  the  Venerable 
Society's  very  much  devoted  very  humble  Servant 

Jno  Checkley, 
Miffionary  at  Providence  in  New  England. 
January  16.  1 750/1. 

To  the  Reverend  Dr.  Bearcroft  Secretary  to  the  Honourable  Society  for  the 
Propagation  of  the  Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts. 


Rev?  S?, 

I  have  for  more  than  14  months  paft  been  greatly  affli6led 

with  a  fevere  palpitation  of  y^  Heart.     It  hath  (I  thank  God) 

at  Length  left  me,  but  left  me  fo  weak  that  there  hath  been 

no  Service  in  the  Chh  at  Providence  fmce  y^  Sunday  before 

X*mafs.     But  blefTed  be  God  I  grow  flronger  every  Day. 

I  have  drawn  a  Bill  for  £'^^  flerling,  payable  to  Mr  Edw*^ 

Kinnicutt.     It  was  all  due  laft  X!-mas.    My  neceffity  obliges 

me  to  draw  at  this  Time. 

I  am  with  great  Refpe6l 

Rev^  Sr 

The  venerable  Society's  very  much  devoted,  very  humble 

Jno  Checkley, 

Miffionary  at  Providence  in  N.  E. 
Jany24.  1752. 

To  the  Reverend  Dr.  Bearcroft,  Secretary  to  yt  Hon^''  Society  for  y^  Propa- 
gation of  the  Gofpel  in  Foreign  parts.     London. 

Letter 
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Letter  to  the  Rev.  Zachary  Grey,  LL.D. 

Boston.  N.  E.  Jan.  28,  1725-6. 
Rev.  Sir 

I  wrote  fome  time  paft,  giving  you  an  account  of  my 
defigned  expedition  among  the  Indians,  and  of  what  confe- 
quence  it  was  to  keep  it  from  the  knowledge  of  the  Inde- 
pendents, left  they  fliould  hinder  it. 

A  Late  proceeding  of  theirs  hath  demonflrated  how  much 
they  love  me  and  the  Church  of  England ;  a  full  narrative 
of  which  I  have  not  now  time  to  tranfmit,  but  have  already 
fent  it  to  General  Nicholfon,  who  will  readily  communicate 
it  to  you,  or  any  gentleman  defirous  to  fee  it. 

I  have  fent  you  the  Votes  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives 
refpe6ling  Mr  Wodell  and  myfelf,  in  relation  to  the  Minifher's 
Memorial  for  holding  a  Synod,  and  procuring  a  copy  of  their 
Excellencies  the  Lords  Juftices  Letter,  in  confequence  of 
their  being  informed  of  the  intended  Convocation. 

The  Vote  Containing  the  order  which  relates  to  me  and 
the  Indian  hoftage  I  could  not  procure.  General  Nicholfon 
hath  a  complete  fet  of  the  Votes ;  and  I  have  entreated  his 
Excellency  to  communicate  them,  with  what  I  have  written 
relating  to  them,  to  the  Reverend  Dean  of  Ely,  and  to  Dr 
Marfliall  Junr. 

I  fhould  be  very  glad  if  you  would  caufe  the  inclofed  to 
be  printed,  foon  after  the  reception  of  this  Letter,  in  fome 
one  of  the  public  papers  of  good  repute.  I  underfland  the 
Votes  are  fent  home,  and  feveral  entire  fets  of  them  will  be 
in  the  coffee-houfes  in  London ;  therefore  it  will  be  highly 
proper,  that  fomething  fhould  be  printed  in  relation  to  thofe 

Votes 
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Votes  that  mention  me  ;  left  my  friends  fhould  think  that  it 
was  a  contrivance  of  the  /aid  Checkley^  and  a  dejigned  impoji- 
tion  upon  the  Court,  according  to  the  language  of  the 
VotesJ' 

Dr.  Cutler  is  very  well.  Mr.  Johnfon  is  married.  Pray 
give  my  fervice  to  all  my  friends  in  England.  I  have 
heard  nothing  from  them  a  great  while.  I  hope  they  will 
not  forget  me. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  very   much  obliged,   and   very  humble 

fervant, 

John  Checkley. 


SCRIPTUM    InCLUSUM. 

"  The  following  paragraphs  are  taken  from  a  Letter  dated 
tJie  28th  of  January  lafl  {172Jf-5)  from  Bofion  in  New- 
England  ^ 

"  The  late  commitment  of  Mr.  Gerfhom  Wodell,  and  his 
being  expelled  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  hath  made 
a  great  talk  here.     The  fa(ft  is  this : 

"  Mr.  Wodell  was  a  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives, 


'8  A  large  number  of  manufcripts  be- 
longing to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Zachary  Grey, 
after  his  death  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  publiflier,  John  Nichols,  feleftions 
from  which  are  contained  in  his  Ilhif- 
trations  of  the  Literary  Hijlory  of 
the  Eighteenth  Cetittiry.  Among  them 
are  letters  of  Dr.  Timothy  Cutler,  Dr. 
Ebenezer  Miller,  Mr.  John  Checkley, 
and  others.  Thofe  of  the  lafl-named 
gentleman,  of  which  copies  were  left  by 
their  author,  are  printed  in  the  preced- 


ing pages.  No  copy,  however,  of  this 
letter,  was  preferved,  and  it  is  here  re- 
printed from  the  Illuflrations  of  the 
Literary  Hiflory  before  mentioned. 
Vol.  IV.  pp.  278-9.  The  reader  will 
recognize  in  the  Scriptum  Inclusum 
the  paper  referred  to  in  the  letter,  which 
Mr.  Checkley  afks  Dr.  Grey  to  have 
printed  "  in  fome  one  of  the  public 
papers  of  good  repute."  This  is  alfo 
re-printed  from  the  Illuflrations  of  the 
Literary  Hiflory. 
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tives,  and  hearing  the  Letter  of  their  Excellencies  the  Lords 
Juftices  read  in  the  Lower  Houfe,  and  obferving  how  much 
it  condemned  the  intended  Convocation  of  Diffenting  Teach- 
ers in  this  country  ;  and  knowing  how  much  fome  people 
were  bent  upon  the  holding  a  Synod ;  he  thought  it  would 
be  highly  proper  that  the  people  might  know  his  Majeflys 
pleafure,  and  by  fuch  knowledge  a6l  more  dutifully  for  the 
future.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  had  lodged  the  Letter  in 
the  Secretary's  office,  an  office  of  Record,  where  Mr.  Wodell 
demanded  a  copy  of  it,  which  was  delivered  him  by  the 
Secretary's  clerk,  who  received  los.  of  Mr.  Wodell  for  the 
faid  copy.  Mr.  Wodell  carried  the  copy  to  Mr.  John 
Checkley,  who  tranfcribed  it,  and  fliewed  it  to  feveral  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Church  of  England,  by  which  means  the  Inde- 
pendents here  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  contents  of  the 
Letter. 

"  This  is  the  whole  offence  of  Mr.  Wodell,  rerpe61;ing  the 
procuring  a  copy  of  the  Letter  from  their  Excellencies ;  for 
which  he  is  committed  to  cuftody,  and  a  copy  of  his  Mitti- 
mus abfolutely  denied  him.  He  lays  a  Memorial  before  the 
Houfe,  denying  the  charge  of  clandeftinely  obtaining  the 
copy,  defiring  to  be  heard  by  Counfel  at  the  Bar  of  the  faid 
Houfe  ;  which  is  not  granted  (nor  any  notice  taken  of  this 
Memorial  in  the  Votes) ;  and,  at  length,  expelled  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives. 

"  In  the  printed  Votes  ^^  of  the  faid  Houfe,  p.  102  there  is 

fomething 

"  The  printed  Journals  of  the  pro-  a  copy  in  the  Library  of  the  State  of 
ceedings  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta-  MalTachufetts,  where  the  Votes  re- 
tives  for  1725  are  very  rare.     There  is     ferred  to  may  be  found. 
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fomething  very  remarkable  at  the  end  of  the  preamble  to 
Mr  Wodell's  Mittimus ;  for  there  they  fay  '  that  the  fpreading 
about  copies  of  their  Excellencies'  Letter  is  to  the  dijiurbance 
of  his  Majejlysfiibje^s.'  Some  people  think  that  this  looks 
like  making  a  Libel  of  their  Excellencies'  Letter. 

"  In  p.  103  upon  Greanleaf's  examination,  may  be  feen 
how  angry  they  were  that  his  Majefty  came  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  defigned  Synod,  and  what  pains  they  took  to 
hinder  it,  the  Secretary  refufmg  (as  the  Votes  fay)  to  give  a 
copy  of  the  proceedings  refpedting  that  affair.  They  make 
that  crime  enough  to  turn  a  man  out  of  his  ofHce,  Viz  his 
delivering  a  copy  of  the  Diffenting  Minifters'  addrefs  for 
holding  a  Synod  &c  to  John  Checkley,  of  Bofton,  fome  time 
in  the  month  of  June  laft,  which  was  fent  to  England. 
This  they  make  the  chief  caufe  of  turning  Greanlief  out  of 
his  office,  his  being  inftrumental  only  in  the  communication 
of  the  intended  Synod  ;  for  the  not  communicating  of  which 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  is  fo  much  blamed  by  their  Ex- 
cellencies the  Lords  Juflices.  The  late  attempt  of  Mr. 
Checkley  to  bring  the  Eaflern  Indians  into  the  communion 
of  the  Church  of  England,  and  the  oppofition  he  hath  met 
with,  hath  been  the  caufe  of  much  fpeculation  likewife. 
Some  late  proceedings  here  would  almoft  make  men  believe 
that  many  in  this  country  would  chufe  that  the  Eaflern 
Indians  fhould  remain  buried  in  the  Roman  fuperflitions 
and  idolatry,  nay,  that  they  fhould  even  return  to  their 
antient  Paganifm,  rather  than  be  brought  into  the  Com- 
munion of  the  Church  of  England." 
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INTRODUCTORY   NOTE. 

FOR  fomewhat  more  than  half  a  century  before  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  American  Revolution,  a  controverfy 
was  carried  on,  chiefly  in  New  England,  relating  to  the 
introdu6^ion  and  eftablifhment  of  the  Church  of  England  in 
America.  While  Epifcopacy  was  the  central  and  vital  quef- 
tion,  the  difcuffion  expanded  over  a  much  broader  field, 
embracing  the  origin  and  conftitution  of  the  Church,  the 
Englifh  ritual,  and  the  Chriflian  dodlrines,  efpecially  the 
Calviniftic  ftatement  of  them.  In  fa6t,  whatever  differen- 
tiated the  Puritan  Church  from  the  Church  of  England,  in 
theory  or  in  pra6lice,  furnifhed  an  ample  fubjedl  for  the 
lively  pen  of  the  controverfialift. 
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A  fliort  time  after  the  eftablifhment  of  King's  Chapel  in 
Boflon,  Dr.  Increafe  Mather  pubhfhed,  in  1689,  a  pamphlet 
entitled  A  Brief  Difcourfe  Concerning  the  U^ilawfulnefs  of 
the  Common  Prayer  WorfJiip^  and  the  Laying  the  hand  on, 
and  Kiffing  the  Booke  in  Swearing.  It  was  printed  in  Lon- 
don and  likewife  in  Boflon  the  fame  year.  An  anfwer  was 
publiflied  in  London  in  1693.  It  is  highly  probable  that 
both  editions  of  this  tracft  were  circulated  freely  in  New 
England.  As  early  as  1694,  the  Rt.  Rev.  William  King, 
Archbifhop  of  Dublin,  publifhed  a  treatife  entitled  A  Dif- 
courfe concernhig  the  Inventions  of  Men  in  the  WorfJiip  of 
God.  It  was  republiflied  in  Boflon  in  171 2  with  an  elabo- 
rate Preface  by  the  Rev.  Henry  Harris,  the  Affillant  Min- 
ifter  of  King's  Chapel. 

In  1 71 3  Patrick  Barclay  publiflied,  in  London,  a  work 
entitled,  A  Perfuafive  to  the  People  of  Scotland  in  order  to 
remove  their  Prejudice  to  the  Book  of  Comtnon  Prayer.  This 
apology  for  the  Englifh  ritual  and  for  the  do6trines  and 
ufages  of  the  Church  of  England  was  freely,  if  not  widely 
circulated  in  New  England. 

In  1 718  a  fermon  by  the  learned  and  Reverend  Ebenezer 
Pemberton,  delivered  at  the  ordination  of  the  Rev.  Jofeph 
Sewall  in  171 3,  was  publiflied  in  Boflon,  the  obje(5l  of 
which  was  to  af^rm  and  prove  the  validity  of  Presbyterian 
ordination. 

The  fame  year  a  difcourfe  relating  to  the  Chriftian  Min- 
iflry  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Foxcroft,  preached  at  his  own 
ordination,  was  publifhed  in  Boflon  with  a  Preface  by  the 
Rev.  Benjamin   Wadfworth. 

Thefe,  and  doubtlefs  other  publications,  were  broadly  cir- 
culated. 
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culated,  on  the  one  fide  to  difcourage  and  prevent  feceffions 
from  the  {landing  order,  and  on  the  other  to  remove  preju- 
dices and  clear  the  way  for  new  converts  to  enter  into  the 
fellowfliip  of  the  Church  of  England. 

They  could  not,  however,  be  properly  confidered  any  part 
of  the  fierce  and  prolonged  controverfy  that  was  foon  to 
follow.  They  were  at  beft  but  fkirmilhing  along  the  lines, 
a  harmlefs  method  of  "  feeling  the  enemy  "  and  tefling  his 
refources. 

The  combat  did  not  a6lually  begin  till  1719,  when  Mr. 
John  Checkley  publifhed  in  Bofton  a  tranflation  of  the  Epif- 
tle  of  S.  Ignatius  to  the  Trallians,  in  which  are  incidentally 
mentioned  the  three  orders  of  the  miniftry,  Bifliops,  Priefts, 
and  Deacons.  This  was,  as  it  was  intended  to  be,  an  argu- 
ment for  Epifcopacy. 

In  this  bibliography  I  have  given  the  title  of  each  book, 
and  fome  information  relating  to  the  author,  and  in  a  few 
inftances  the  fcope  of  the  argument.  The  titlepage  com- 
plete has  generally  been  given,  with  the  quotations  from  the 
Holy  Scriptures  or  learned  authors,  with  which  they  are 
often  ornamented.  The  maxims  contained  in  them  are  not 
unimportant.  They  are  carefully  fele(fted,  and  are  intended 
to  fuggeft  the  tone  and  fpirit  which  are  fuppofed  to  pervade 
and  chara6lerize  the  book. 

In  a  few  cafes,  where  the  work  was  inacceffible,  the  title  is 
not  full,  but  neverthelefs  fuflficient  to  identify  it  in  catalogues 
or  libraries.  In  all  fuch  cafes  the  title  of  the  book  is  taken 
from  truftworthy  fources.  The  name  of  a  library  where 
the  book  may  be  found  is  given  in  fmall  capitals.  It  does 
not  follow  that  it  may  riot  be  found  in  other  libraries.   Where 

no 
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no  library  is  cited,  the  compiler  has  no  knowledge  as  to 
where  the  work  may  be  found. 

The  libraries  to  which  reference  is  made  in  thefe  pages 
are  as  follows :  — 

Library  of  the  Bolton  Athe- 
naeum     Boston  Athenaeum. 

Public  Library  of   the  City  of 

Bofton Boston  Public  Library. 

Library  of  the  Congregational 
Affociation,  Bofton     ....     Congregational  Library. 

Library  of  the  United    States 

Congrefs Library  of  Congress. 

Library  of  the  Connedticut  Hif- 

torical  Society Connecticut  Historical  Society. 

Library  of  the  Diocefe  of  MafTa- 

chufetts Diocesan  Library. 

Library  colle6led  by  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Prince,  belonging  to 
the  Old  South  Church,  Bof- 
ton, depofited  in  the  Library 
of  the  City  of  Bofton    .     .     .     Prince  Library. 

Library  of  Harvard  College  .     .     Harvard  College  Library. 

Library   of    the    Maffachufetts 

Hiftorical  Society     ....     Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

Library  of  Yale  College  .     .     .     Yale  College  Library, 

Library  of  the  New  York  Hif- 
torical Society New  York  Historical  Society. 
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1.  The  Religion  of  Jesus  Christ  the  only  True  Religion,  or  a  Short 

and  eafie  Method  with  the  Deists  Wherein  the  Certainty  of  the 
Chriftian  Religion  Is  demonflrated  by  Itifallible  Proof  from  Four 
Rules,  which  are  incompatible  to  any  Impoflure  that  ever  yet  has 
been,  or  that  can  poj/lbly  be.  ///  a  letter  to  a  Friend.  The  Sev- 
enth Edition.  Boston:  Printed  by  J.  Fleet,  and  are  to  be  Sold  by 
John  Checkley,  at  the  Sign  of  the  Crown  and  Blue  Gate  over  againft 
the  Wefl  End  of  the  Town-Houfe.     17 19.     16°.     pp.  xii  +  51  -f  7. 

This  is  the  renowned  work  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Leflie  againft  the 
Deifts,  Mr.  Leflie,  the  fon  of  Dr.  John  Leflie,  Bifhop  of  Clogher, 
was  born  in  Ireland  about  1650,  and  died  in  1722.  He  was  educated 
at  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  and  was  a  nonjuror.  On  Theological 
Subje6ls  he  was  the  moft  diftinguifhed  controverfial  writer  of  his 
age  in  England.  This  Short  and  Eafie  Method  with  the  Dcifls  was 
then,  and  has  been  down  to  the  prefent  time,  an  unufually  popu- 
lar treatife  with  all  Chriftian  bodies.  The  appendage  of  "  Ignatius' 
Epiftle,"  in  which  the  three  orders  of  the  miniftry  are  diftin6lly 
mentioned,  and  a  note  ftating  that  Ignatius  was  a  companion  of  the 
Apoftles,  were  evidently  defigned  to  be  an  argument  for  the  apof- 
tolic  charafter  of  Epifcopacy.  And  this  re-print  was  plainly  in- 
tended for  the  Puritan  market  of  New  England. 

Diocesan  Library. 

2.  Choice  Dialogues  Between  a  Godly  Minifler  and  an  Honefl  Country  Man, 

Concerning  EleHiofi  6-  Predeflination.  Detedling  the  falfe  Principles 
of  a  certain  Man,  who  calls  himfelf  a  Presbyter  of  the  Church  of 

England, 
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England.  By  a  Reverend  and  Laborious  Paftor  in  Chrijl's  Flock^  by 
One  who  has  been,  for  almoft  twice  thirty  years,  a  faithful  &  Painful 
Labourer  in  Chriffs  Vine-yard. 

For  whom  he  did  fore-know,  he  alfo  did  predeflinate  to  be  conformed 
to  the  Lmage  of  his  Son,  that  he  might  be  the  firfl-born  amofig  many 
Brethren.  Moreover,  zvhom  he  did  predeflinate,  them  he  alfo  called,  them 
he  alfo  juf lifted :  and  whom  he  juflified,  them  he  alfo  glorified.  Rom. 
8.29,30.     12°.     pp.  viii  +  46. 

At  the  end  is  printed  the  Epiftle  of  St.  Ignatius  to  the  Magnefians. 
The  name  of  the  author,  date  and  place  of  publication,  are  not 
given.  It  has  been  fet  down  as  printed  in  171 5,  for  which,  how- 
ever, I  find  no  evidence  whatever.  A  reply  to  this  pamphlet  was 
publifhed  in  1720  under  the  pfeudonym,  "  Young  Strippling,"  but 
the  real  author  was  the  Rev.  Thomas  Walter.  In  the  preface  Mr. 
Walter  fays,  "  I  was  the  other  day  very  much  furprifed  to  meet 
with  a  fmall  pamphlet  wearing  this  fpecious  and  very  promifing 
title.  Choice  Dialogues','  &c.  It  is  obvious,  therefore,  from  the  ex- 
preffion,  "  the  other  day,"  that  this  volume  had  at  that  time  been 
in  print  but  a  fhort  time.  It  was  probably  iffued  in  1719  or  1720, 
although  no  exa6t  date  can  be  fixed.  The  authorfhip  was  affigned, 
at  the  time  of  its  appearance,  to  Mr.  John  Checkley,  and  has  never 
been  denied. 

Mr.  Walter  and  Mr.  Checkley  were  intimate  friends,  but  as  one 
was  a  Calviniftic  Puritan  and  the  other  a  ftanch  Churchman,  we 
may  well  believe  they  often  had  a  vigorous  tilt  on  theological  and 
ecclefiaftical  queftions.  In  their  writings  they  both  dealt  freely  in 
fatire,  a  very  powerful  inftrument,  when  it  does  not  degenerate  into 
coarfenefs  or  vulgarity.  They  both  feem  in  their  ufe  of  epithets  to 
have  overftepped  at  times  the  limit  of  propriety.  The  two  pam- 
phlets fhould  be  read  and  compared  in  order  to  underftand  the  full 
import  of  each. 

While  ele6lion  and  predeftination  are  the  chief  themes  difcufTed, 
numerous  fide  queftions  are  introduced,  in  order  to  hold  up  to  view 

the 
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the  excellences  of  the  ecclefiaftical  fyftems  of  which  the  difputants 
were  refpe6lively  advocates. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

3.  A  Choice  Dialogue    Between   John  Faustus,  a  Conjurer   and    Jack 

Tory  His  Friend.  Occafioned  by  feme  Choice  Dialogues  lately  Pub- 
lifhed,  concerning  Pradejlinaiion  and  EleHioti.  Together  with  Ani- 
madveriions  upon  the  Preface  to  the  Choice  Dialogues.  And  an 
Appendix  concerning  the  true  Uo6lrine  of  PrcRdeJlinatioJi,  as  held  by 
the  Church  of  England,  and  the  Abfurdities  and  Incofiffle?icy  of  the 
Choice  Dialogues.  By  a  Young  Strippling.  Bofion  :  Printed  for  N. 
Boone  at  the  Sign  of  the  Bible  in  Cornhill :  B.  Gray  and/.  Edwards 
at  their  Shops  in  Kingflreet.     1720.     12°.     pp.  xxi  +  79+2  errata. 

The  author  of  this  dialogue  was  the  Rev.  Thomas  Walter,  born 
Dec.  7,  1696;  died  Jan.  10,  1725  ;  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in 
1713;  fettled  in  the  miniftry  at  Roxbury  as  a  colleague  with  his 
father.  He  was  a  nephew  of  the  renowned  Dr.  Cotton  Mather ;  a 
young  man  of  brilliant  parts,  a  fine  fcholar,  and  a  fkilful  and  facile 
writer.  He  left  feveral  publications  of  diftinguifhed  merit.  Vide 
the  Memoir  for  a  more  circumftantial  account  of  Mr.  Walter,  antea, 
Vol  I.  pp.  3,  34. 

Diocesan  Library. 

4.  Some  original  papers  respecting  the    Episcopal  Controversy  in 

Connecticut  in  MDCCXXII.  Vide  Colleaions  of  the  Maffachufetts 
Hiftorical  Society,  Vol.  XII,  pp.  128-140.     Vol.  XIV.  pp.  297-301. 

Among  thefe  papers  is  a  letter  addreffed  to  the  minifters  affembled 
in  the  Library  of  Yale  College  on  the  13th  of  September,  1722,  by 
Timothy  Cutler,  John  Hart,  Samuel  Whittelfey,  Jared  Eliot,  James 
Wetmore,  Samuel  Johnfon,  and  Daniel  Brown ;  alfo  a  letter  from 
the  Rev.  Jofeph  Mofs,  minifter  of  Derby,  and  one  from  the  Rev. 
Jofeph  Webb  of  Fairfield,  addreffed  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cotton  Mather; 
A  letter,  the  original  in  the  handwriting  of  Dr.  Cotton  Mather,  fup- 

pofed 
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pofed  to  be  in  anfwer  to  the  minifters  of  Conne6licut,  and  to  ex- 
prefs  the  fentiments  of  the  minifters  of  Bofton. 

Another  paper,  entitled  A  Faithful  Relation  of  a  late  occurrence 
in  the  Churches  of  New  England,  may  be  found  in  the  fame  volume, 
p.  137.  The  name  of  the  author  is  not  given,  but  the  ftyle  feems 
obvioufly  that  of  Dr.  Cotton  Mather.  In  the  laft-named  volume 
of  the  Colle6lions  of  the  Maffachufetts  Hiftorical  Society  is  a  paper 
figned  by  the  Rev.  John  Davenport  of  Stamford,  and  the  Rev. 
Stephen  Buckingham  of  Norwalk,  Connedicut,  addreffed  to  the 
Very  Rev.  Increafe  Mather,  D.D.,  and  the  Rev.  Cotton  Mather, 
D.D.,  and  dated  Sept.  25,  1722.  From  thefe  feveral  papers  the 
alarm  of  the  minifters  of  Conne6ticut  on  the  declaration  for  the 
Church  of  England  by  feveral  of  their  minifters,  is  graphically 
portrayed. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

5.  A  Short  And  Eafie  METHOD  with  the  DEISTS  Wherein  the  Cer- 
tainty  of  the   Christian  Religion  Is  demonftrated,  by  infallible 
Proof  hora  Four   Rules,  Which  Are  Iticompatible  to  any  Impofliire 
that  ever  yet  has  been,  or  that  can  poffbly  be.     In  A  Letter  to  a 
Friend.      The  Eighth  Edition.     LONDON  ;  Printed  by  J.  Applebee, 
and  fold  by  John  Checkley,  at  the  Sign  of  the  Crown  and  Blue-Gate, 
over  againft  the  Weft-End  of  the  Town-Houfe  in  Boflon.     1723.     8°. 
pp.  132. 
The  fhort  and  eafy  method  with  the  Deifts  in  this  volume  covers 
40  pages :  Then  follows  A  Difcourfe  concerning  EPISCOPACY,  which 
covers  87  pages :    ending   with  the  Epiftle  of  St.  Ignatius  to  the 
Trallians,  which  covers  5  pages.     For  the  publication  of  the  Dif- 
courfe concerning  Epifcopacy  contained  in  this  volume,  Mr.  Check- 
ley  was  profecuted  for  a  libel.     The  trial  is  fully  defcribed  in  the 
Memoir,  Vol.  I.  pp.  52-76. 

This  "  Short  and  Eafie  Method "  had  been  publifhed  by  Mr. 
Checkley  in  1719.  Another  edition,  with  the  addition  of  Mr. 
Checkley's  Speech  at  his  trial;    the  Jury's  Verdi6t;    his   Plea   in 

arreft 
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arrefb  of  Judgment,  the   Sentence  of  the  Court,  and  a  Diffenting 
Catechifm,  was  re-printed  at  Windfor,  Vermont,  in  1812. 
Diocesan  Library. 

6.  A  Modest  Proof  of  the  Order  6-  Government  Settled  by  Chrift  and 

his  Apoflles  in  the  CHURCH  by  shewing  I.  What  Sacred  Offices 
were  Inflituted  by  them.  II.  How  thofe  Offices  were  Diflinguifhed. 
III.  That  they  were  to  be  Perpetual  and  Standing  in  the  Church. 
And  IV.  Who  Succeed  in  them,  and  rightly  Execute  them  to  this 
Day. 

Reco7H7ne7ided  as  proper  to  be  put  into  the  Hands  of  the  Laity. 
BOSTON ;  Re-printed  by  Tho.  Fleet,  and  are  to  be  Sold  by  Ben- 
jamin Eliot  in  Bojlon,  Daniel  Aurault  in  Newport,  Gabriel  Bernon,  in 
Providence,  Mr.  Gallop  in  Brijlol,  Mr.  Jeafi  in  Stratford,  and  in  moft 
other  Towns  within  the  Colonies  of  ConneHicut  and  Rhode-IJland, 
1723.     Large  16°.     pp.  v  +  ^t,. 

The  author  of  this  pamphlet  was  Mr.  John  Checkley.  He  calls 
it  a  re-print,  but  it  feems  to  be  generally  conceded  that  he  was  the 
author.  We  are  not  aware  that  the  authorfliip  has  ever  been 
doubted.  It  was  reviewed  by  Prof.  Edward  Wigglefworth  of  Har- 
vard College,  under  the  title  of  Sober  Remarks,  Sec,  and  likewife 
by  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Dickinfon  of  Elizabeth  Town,  New  Jcrfey, 
under  the  title,  A  Defence  of  Presbyterian  ordination  iit  anfwer  to 
a  Modejl  Proof,  &c.      Vide  antea,  Vol.  I.  p.  51,  note  41. 

Diocesan  Library. 

7.  A  PERSUASIVE  to  the  People  of  Scotland  in  order  to  remove 

their  PREJUDICE  to  the  Book  of  COMMON  PRAYER.  To 
which  is  added,  An  APPENDIX :  Wherein  are  anfwer'd,  The  Objec- 
tions ofifer'd  againft  the  Liturgy,  in  Two  late  Pamphlets,  call'd, 
Dialogues  between  a  Curate  and  a  Country-man,  By  P.  Barclay, 
A.M. 

I  Cor.  14,  15.     I  will  pray  with  the  Spirit,  and  I  will  pray  with  the 
underflanding  alfo. 

LONDON :    Printed  by  W.  Bowyer,  for  Ionah  Bowyer  at  the  Rofe 
in  Ludgatestreet,  17 13.     8°.     6  +  172. 
VOL.  n.  -  30  This 
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This  volume  was  printed  in  1713,  but  was  put  upon  fale  in  Boflon 
in  1723  by  Mr.  Checkley.  It  was  reviewed  by  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Foxcroft  in  1724. 

Diocesan  Library. 

8.  Some  feafonable  ENQUIRIES  offered  For  the  Confideration  and  Satif- 
fa(5lion  of  them  that  are  wilUng  to  Weigh  things  i)i  Even  Balances. 
And  for  the  Eftablifliment  of  the  Reformed  Churches  ;  Left  being 
Led  away  with  the  Error  of  THIS  DAY,  they  fall  from  their  own 
Steadfaftnefs.      12°.     pp.  12. 

The  name  of  the  author  and  the  place  of  publication  are  not  given. 
In  the  colophon  is  the  following:   "Printed  in  the  year  1723." 

There  is  abundant  intrinfic  evidence  that  it  was  written  by  Dr. 
Cotton  Mather,  and  it  appears  in  Mr.  John  Langdon  Sibley's  lift  of 
Dr.  Mather's  works. 

The  fubje6l  of  this  publication  is  Epifcopacy,  and  it  is  treated  in 
Dr.  Cotton  Mather's  ufual  manner  when  dealing  with  the  Church  of 
England.  It  was  iffued  the  fame  year,  and  probably  foon  after  Mr. 
Checkley's  paper  entitled  A  Modcjl  Proof  of  the  Order  and  Govern- 
ment fettled  by  Chfifi  and  his  Apofiles. 

Prince  Library. 

9.  THE  Ruling  &  Ordaining  POWER  of  Congregational  Bishops,  or 
Presbyters  Dcfetided.  Being  Remarks  on  Some  Part  of  Mr.  P. 
Barclay's  Persuasive,  lately  diftributed  in  New-England.  By  an 
Impartial  Hand.  In  a  Letter  to  a  Friend.  BOSTON  :  Printed  for 
Samuel  Gerrifli  and  Sold  at  his  Shop  near  the  Brick  Meeting  Houfe 
in  Cornhill.     1724.   fm.  8°.     pp.  45. 

The  author  of  this  pamphlet  was  the  Rev.  Thomas  Foxcroft,  A.M., 
Harvard  College,  1714.  Minifter  of  the  Firft  Church  in  Bofton, 
1717  to  1769.  He  was  the  fon  of  the  Hon.  Francis  Foxcroft  of 
Cambridge,  and  his  early  education  was  in  the  Church  of  England. 
This  pamphlet  is  in  reply  to  that  part  of  Patrick  Barclay's  Perfua- 
five  which  treats  of  Epifcopacy.     Mr.  Foxcroft  informs  us  that  it 

had 
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had  lately. been  dijlribiited  in  New  England.  In  Mr.  Checkley's 
Difcourfe  JJiewing  who  is  a  true  Pajlor  of  the  Church  of  Chrifi, 
printed  probably  in  1724,  he  gives  notice  that  Barclay's  Pcrfiiafive 
may  be  obtained  at  his  ftore,  at  the  Crown  and  Gate,  oppofite  to 
the  Weft-End  of  the  Town-Houfe.  It  feems  obvious  that  this 
treatife,  though  firft  publilhed  in  1713,  was  brought  from  London 
and  put  on  fale  in  Bofton  by  Mr.  Checkley,  when  he  returned  from 
his  vifit  to  England  in  1723.  The  whole  volume  contains  172  pages, 
but  that  part  to  which  Mr.  Foxcroft's  animadverfions  relate,  covers 
about  26  pages,  extending  from  page  68  to  94  inclufive. 
Diocesan  Library. 

10.  A  DISCOURSE  Shewing    Who  is  a  true  Paflor  of  the  Church  of 

Christ.     8°.     pp.  17. 

The  author  of  this  pamphlet  was  Mr.  John  Checkley.  It  was 
publilhed  by  him  while  his  firft  trial  for  a  libel,  on  the  14th  of  July, 
1724,  was  in  progrefs.  It  was  printed  fecretly  to  avoid  any  poffi- 
bility  of  his  being  adjudged  as  having  forfeited  his  bonds  under 
which  he  had  been  placed  by  the  civil  authorities.  Vide  Vol.  I. 
p.  234.  The  publication  includes  the  Epiftle  of  St.  Ignatius  to  the 
Trallians. 

Diocesan  Library. 

11.  An  ESSAY  Upon  that  Paradox,  Infallibility  may fometimes  Miflake. 
Or  a  Reply  to  A  Difcourfe  Concerning  Epifcopacy,  Said  in  a  Late 
Pamphlet,  to  be  Beyond  the  Possibility  of  a  Reply.  To  which  is 
Prefixed  Some  Remarks  upon  faid  Pamphlet,  Entituled,  A  Difcourfe 
Shelving,  Who  is  a  true  Paflor  of  the  Church  of  CHRIST.  As  alfo 
Remarks  upon  St.  Ignatius' s  Epifile  to  the  Trallians.  By  a  Son  of 
Martin- Mar-Prelate. 

Edidit  ifinumeras  Species,  partimque  Figuras. 
Reddidit  antiquas,  partim  nova  Monflra  creavit. 

Ov.  Met.  L.  2. 
BOSTON:    Printed   for   D  Henchman,  and  Sold  at  his  Shop  in 
Cornhill.     mdccxxiv.     fmall  8°.     pp.  120. 

"A 
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"A  Son  of  Martin-Mar-Prelate"  is  the  nom  de plume  of  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Walter.  The  name  Martin-Mar-Prelate  was  affumed  by 
the  publiflier  of  a  "  feries  of  powerful  but  fcurrilous  tra6ts  which 
were  printed  in  the  reign  of  Queen  P21izabeth,  defigned  to  fhow 
the  antifcriptural  chara6ter  of  prelacy."  They  were  attributed  to 
John  Penry,  "who  was  executed,  May  29,  1593,  for  having  written 
feditious  words  againft  the  queen."  We  may  well  believe  that  Mr. 
Walter  would  hardly  have  affumed  to  be  the  offspring  of  fuch  a 
forbear,  had  he  fully  realized  the  unfavory  affociation  into  which  it 
brought  him.  Vide  Congregationalifin,  by  H.  M.  Dexter,  p.  131. 
In  this  tra6t  Mr.  Walter  makes  a  reply  to  a  difcourfe  concerning 
Epifcopacy,  appended  by  Mr.  John  Checkley  to  his  edition  of 
Leflie's  "  Short  and  Eafie  Method  with  the  Deifts,"  Printed  in  London 
but  publifhed  in  Bofton  in  1723,  for  which  he  was  profecuted  and 
fined  for  a  libel.  Vide  Memoir  for  a  full  account  of  his  trial.  He 
alfo  criticifes  a  tra6t  written  by  Mr.  Checkley  while  his  trial  was  in 
progrefs  in  1724,  entitled  a  Difcourfe  fJiewing  Who  is  a  true 
Paflor  of  the  Church  of  Chrifi.  VideYoX  I.  p.  234.  He  clofes  by 
more  extended  remarks  upon  St.  Ignatius's  Epiftle  to  the  Trallians, 
printed  by  Mr.  Checkley  as  an  appendix  to  the  "  Short  &  Eafie 
Method  with  the  Deills."      Vide  Vol.  I.  note  4. 

Diocesan  Library. 

12.  Sober  Remarks  on  A  Book  lately  Re-printed  at  Boflon,  Entituled, 
A  Modest  Proof  of  the  Order  &  Government  fettled  by  Christ  and 
his  Apoftles  in  the  Church,     In  a  Letter  to     Friend. 

If  any  Man  confent  not  to  the  Words  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  :  He 
is  proud,  knowing  nothing.  From  fuch  withdraw  thy  felf.  O  Timothy, 
keep  that  which  is  committed  to  thy  Trufl ;  avoiding  profane  &  vain 
Babblings,     i  Tim.  6. 

Solis  Canonicis  Libris  debetur  Fides ;  Cceteris  omnibus  Judicium. 
Luther. 

Surge  Veritas  !    Ipfa  Scripturas  tuas  i?iterpretare,  quas  Confuetudo  non 
novit :    namfi  nofcet,  non  effet.     Tertull. 

BOSTON 
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BOSTON  in  New-England :  Printed  for  Samuel  GerriJJi,  and  Sold 
at  his  Shop  near  the  Brick  Meeting-Houfe  in  Cornhill.  1724.  fm.  8°. 
pp.  iv+79. 

The  author  of  this  pamphlet  was  the  Rev.  Edward  Wigglefworth, 
D.D.,  Hollis  Profeffor  of  Divinity  in  Harvard  College.  He  was  born 
in  Maiden,  Maffachufetts,  in  1693.  He  graduated  at  Harvard 
College  in  1710,  and  died  January  16,  1765.  His  treatment  of  the 
fubje6l  is  able  and  fcholarly. 

Diocesan  Library. 

A  fecond  edition  was  iffued  the  fame  year,  much  enlarged,  but 
with  no  variation  in  the  titlepage.  8°.  pp.  8+176.  There  is  a  copy 
in  the  Prince  Library. 

13.  A  DEFENCE  of  a  book  lately  re-printed  at  Bojlon  entitled  a 
MODEST  PROOF  of  the  Order  and  Government  Settled  by  Chrift 
and  his  Apoflles  in  the  CHURCH  in  a  REPLY  to  a  book  entitled 
Sober  Remarks  on  the  Modejl  Proof  Szc.     In  a  letter  to  a  Friend. 

Num.  16  :  10.     And  feek  ye  the  Priejlhood  alfo  ? 
BOSTON;  Printed  by  T.  Fleet,  1724.     8°.     pp.73.     In  the  colo- 
phon the  author  gives  the  date  May  20.  1724. 

The  author  of  this  Defence  is  Mr.  John  Checkley.  Fifty-two 
pages  are  given  to  a  defence  of  his  Modeft  Proof  in  reply  to  the 
Sober  Remarks  by  Prof.  Edward  Wigglefworth  of  Harvard  College. 
Twenty  pages,  in  a  Pofbfcript,  are  devoted  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Jonathan 
Dickinfon's  Defence  of  Presbyterian  ordination  in  anfwer  to  Mr. 
Checkley's  Modeft  Proof. 

Diocesan  Library. 

14.  ANIMADVERSIONS  upon  Two  Pamphlets,  The  one  entitled,  An 
Effay  upon  that  Paradox,  Infallibility  may  fometimes  miftake.  The 
other.  The  ruling  and  ordaining  Power  of  Congregational  Bifhops  or 
Presbyters  defended.  Which  may  ferve  as  an  appendix  to  the  Defence 
of  the  Modefl  Proof .     In  a  letter  to  a  Friend.     8°.     pp.  14. 

This 
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This  tra6t  by  Mr.  John  Checkley  was  iffued  perhaps  fimultane- 
oufly  with  the  Defence  of  his  Modefb  Proof.  It  may  have  been 
bound  with  it,  as  the  author  fuggefts  that  it  may  ferve  as  an  appen- 
dix to  that  work.  It  has,  however,  a  feparate  pagination.  Of  the 
two  pamphlets,  the  firft  was  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Walter.  The  laft 
was  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Foxcroft. 

Diocesan  Library. 

15.  A  DEFENCE  of  Presbyterian  Ordination.  In  Answer  to  a  Pam- 
phlet, entituled  a  modest  proof  of  the  Order  and  Government  fettled 
by  Chrift,  in  the  Church.     By  Jonatha7i  Dickinfo7i  M.  A.  Minifler  of 

^      the  Gofpel  at  Elizabeth-town,  New  Jerfey. 

I.  Cor  iii.  5.  Who  then  is  Paul  and  who  is  Apollos,  but  Minijiers,  by 
whom  ye  believed  ? 

Eph.  iv.  14.  That  we  henceforth  be  no  more  Children,  toffedto  and  fro, 
and  carried  about  with  every  wind  of  DoHrine,  by  the  flight  of  Men,  and 
cunning  craftinefs,  whereby  they  lie  in  wait  to  deceive. 

BOSTON  :  Printed  for  Daniel  Henchman,  and  fold  at  his  Shop, 
over-againft  the  Brick   Meeting-Houfe  in    Cornhill.     1724.      fm.  8°. 
pp.  3  +  44- 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

16.  REMARKS  upon  the  Postscript  to  the  DEFENCE  of  a  Book  lately 
Reprinted  at  boston  entitled  a  Modefl  Proof  of  the  order  &c  in  a 
Letter  of  THANKS  to  the  Author.  By  Jonathan  Dickinfon,  m.  a. 
Minifler  of  the  Gofpel  at  Elizabethtown.  N.  Jerfey. 

Jonah  iv.  4.    Dofl  thou  well  to  be  angry  ? 

Pro.  xiv.  17.     He  that  is  foon  angry  dealeth  foolifhly. 

I.  Cor.  xiii.  5.  Charity  doth  not  behave  itfelf  unfeemly ;  is  not  eafily 
provoked. 

BOSTON  N.  E.  Printed  for  D.  Henchman,  and  fold  at  his  fhop, 
over-againft  the  Brick  Meeting  Houfe  in  Cornhill.    1724.    8°.    pp.  29. 


This  is  a  vigorous,  trenchant  reply  to  the  Modeft  Proof. 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 


17. 
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17.  An  Anfwer  to  Lefley  and  His  late  Interpolators  Difcourfe  concern- 
ing Epifcopacy.  By  N.  P.  A.  M.  and  Fellow  of  Harvard  College. 
1724.     8°.     Introduction,  pp.  28,  text  12  + 

The  only  copy  which  I  have  leen  is  in  the  Prince  Library,  in  the 
cuftody  of  the  Bofton  Public  Library.  It  is  imperfe6l,  and  feme 
pages  are  wanting. 

This  is  a  well-condu6led  brochure  for  a  young  man  of  twenty-fix 
years  of  age.  The  argument  was  that  ufually  employed,  and  did 
not  receive  any  reply  from  Mr.  Checkley. 

Nathan  Prince,  the  author,  was  born  in  Sandwich,  Maffachufetts, 
November  30,  1698,  and  died  July  25,  1748.  He  was  a  tutor  and 
Fellow  of  Harvard  College,  where  he  graduated  in  1718.  He  pub- 
lifhed  a  work  on  the  Conftitution  and  Government  of  the  College. 
He  was  removed  from  his  fellowfhip  in  1742,  for  alleged  improprie- 
ties of  condu6l,  to  which  he  replied  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel,  Auguft  29,  1745. 
Vide  Hijlorical  Colknions  relating  to  the  American  Colonial  Cliiirch, 
by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Wm.  S.  Perry,  D.D.  Vol.  HL  pp.  391-394.  He 
was  ordained  by  the  Bifhop  of  London  in  1747,  and  died  in  Ruatan, 
in  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  in  1748.  He  publifhed  a  traft  on  the  Ref- 
urre6tion  of  Chrift.  Dr.  William  Allen,  in  his  di6lionary,  fays  that 
in  mathematics,  philofophy,  logic,  and  in  the  claffics,  he  was  fupe- 
rior  to  his  diflinguifhed  brother,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Prince,  the  anti- 
quary of  Bofton. 

Prince  Library. 

18.  A  CAVEAT  Againfl  the  New  Sedl  of  Anabaptists,  Lately  fprung  up 
at  EXON.  Shewing  the  Novelty  and  Schifm,  the  Abfurdity  and  dan- 
gerous Tendency  of  their  Principles,  and  Pra(5lices,  who  were  con- 
cerned in  the  Rebaptifation  of  Mr  Benjamin  Read.  In  a  letter  to  a 
Friend. 

Vox  nan  dicitis,  quid  accepiftis^fed  a  quo  accepiftis :  et  itifenamini  per- 
fonas  hominum,  et  vultis  iterate  quod  femel  eji.  Optat  de  Schifmate 
Donatifl.     Lib.  5  Sedl.  5. 

From 
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From  the  Second  Edition  at  London,  17 14.  BOSTON:  Re-printed 
by  T.  Fleet,  for  B.  Eliot,  juft  below  the  Town-Houfe  in  King-Street. 
1724.     fm.  8°.     pp.  40. 

It  is  fuppofed  that  fome  of  the  clergy  of  the  Church  of  England 
in  this  country  were  inclined  to  the  belief  that  perfons  baptized  by 
laymen,  or  by  thofe  not  regularly  ordained,  ought  to  be  re-baptized. 
The  obje6l  of  this  tra6l  is  to  iliow  that  re-baptizing  was  not  agreeable 
either  to  the  doctrine  or  pra6tice  of  the  Church  of  England.  The 
pamphlet  was  evidently  written  by  a  membei  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, and  was  intended  to  corredt  an  error  which  threatened  to  in- 
vade the  Church  of  England  in  the  colonies.  Dr.  Gibfon,  the  Bifhop 
of  London,  expreffed  his  views  on  this  fubje6l  with  great  clearnefs 
and  pofitivenefs  in  a  letter  to  the  Rev.  Samuel  Myles,  dated  Sept  3, 
1724.  Vide  Hijlorical  Collegians  of  the  American  Colonial  Churchy 
by  Bifhop  Wm.  S.  Perry.  Vol.  IIL  pp.  166-7.  I  am  not  aware 
that  any  defence  of  the  practice  was  publifhed  by  any  of  the  clergy 
of  the  Church  of  England  in  America.  This  pamphlet  had  been 
iffued  in  1 704  with  a  flightly  different  title. 

Prince  Library. 

19.  77/^  Ministry  ^///^  Dissenters  Vindicated-.  In  an  Ordination  SER- 
MON Preach'd  at  AILSBURY,  in  the  County  of  BUCKS  ;  On  June 
II.  1724.  By  Edmund  Calamy,  D.D.  Publifli'd  at  the  Unanimous 
Requeft  of  the  Miniflers  that  heard  it.  LONDON  :  Printed  for  John 
Clark,  and  Richard  Hett,  at  the  Bible  a7id  Crown  in  the  Poultry, 
near  Cheapfide ;  and  Samuel  Chandler,  at  the  Cross-Keys  in  the 
Poultry.     1724.     8°.     pp.  viii -f  38. 

An  anfwer  to  this  difcourfe  was  publifhed  the  next  year  by  Dr. 
Zachary  Grey.      Vide  poflca,  No.  24. 
Yale  College  Library. 

20.  A  TESTIMONY  From  the  SCRIPTURE  against  Idolatry  &  Siiperjli- 
tion.  In  Two  Sermons  upon  the  Example  of  that  Great  Reformer 
Hezekiah.     2  Kings  xviii.  4.    The  Firjl,  Witneffing  in  general  againft 

all 
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all  the  Idols  and  Inventions  of  Men  in  the  Worfliip  of  God.  The 
Second,  More  particularly  againft  the  Ceremonies,  and  fome  other  Cor- 
ruptions of  the  Church  of  Englatid.  Preached  the  one  September  27. 
the  other  Sep.  30,  1660.  By  Mr  Samuel  Mather,  once  Pallor  of  a 
Church  of  Chrifl  in  Dublin. 

I.  Samuel  v.  3,  4.  And  zvhen  they  of  AJJidod  arofe  early  on  the  mor- 
row, behold  Dagon  was  fallen  tipon  his  face  to  the  earth  before  the  Ark 
of  the  Lord :  and  they  took  Dagon  a7id  fet  him  in  his  place  again.  And 
when  they  arofe  early  on  the  morrow  morning,  behold  Dagon  was  fallen 
upon  his  face  to  the  ground  before  the  Ark  of  the  Lord  ;  and  the  head  of 
Dagon  and  both  the  palms  of  his  hands  were  cut  off  upon  the  threflwld, 
only  the  flump  of  Dagomuas  left  unto  him.     8°.   pp.88.     (Aug.  1725.) 

The  author  was  a  brother  of  the  diftinguifhed  Dr.  Increafe 
Mather.  He  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1643,  and  died  in 
Dublin,  Ireland,  in  1671.  During  the  Commonwealth  he  held 
feveral  minifterial  pofitions  of  importance. 

This  pamphlet,  containing  the  two  fermons,  has  on  its  titlepage 
no  date  or  place  of  publication.  But  at  the  bottom  of  the  titlepage 
is  inferted  in  manufcript,  in  the  copy  in  the  Prince  Library,  Aug 
1725.  It  might  at  that  time  well  be  regarded  as  a  "  timely  publica- 
tion." It  had  numbered  quietly,  in  manufcript,  fixty-five  years, 
when  it  was  brought  forth  and  put  into  print  to  do  duty  in  this  con- 
troverfy,  which  had  broken  out  afrefh  in  Bofton,  and  was  at  a 
white  heat  in  1725.  Its  titlepage,  with  its  Dagon  fallen  and  hope- 
leffly  damaged,  fymbolizing  the  Church  of  England,  was  evidently 
the  contribution  of  fome  living  prophet.  Who  it  was  we  may  not 
know.  It  may  be  fuppofed,  naturally  enough,  that  this  titlepage  was 
fupplied  by  fome  member  of  the  Mather  family,  to  whom  the  fer- 
mons in  manufcript  had  been  intrufted.  Dr.  Cotton  Mather  had  a 
prophetic  turn  of  mind,  and  we  can  well  imagine  that  he  would  be 
pleafed  with  Dagon  as  a  fitting  type  of  the  idolatrous  Church  of 
England.      Vide  Vol.  I.  pp.  23-25. 

Prince  Library. 

21. 

VOL.  n.  —  31 
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21.  Plain  Reasons.  I.  For  Diffenting  from  the  Communion  of  the  Church 
of  England.  II.  Why  Diffenters  are  not,  nor  can  be  guilty  of  Schifm, 
in  peaceable  Separating  from  the  Places  of  Public  Worfhip  in  the 
Church  of  England.  And  III.  Several  common  obje6tions  brought 
by  Churc/wien  againft  Diffenters,  Anfwered.     By  a  Tme  Protestant. 

THE  EIGHTEENTH  EDITION. 

Deut.  V.  32.     Ye  JJiall  ohferve  to  do  as  the  Lord  your  God  commanded 
you  ;  yejhall  not  turn  afide  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left. 

I  Cor.  xi.  2  Now  I praife  you  Brethren,  that  you  remember  me  in 
all  things.,  and  keep  the  Ordinances  as  /  delivered  them  to  you. 

If  two  Churches  differ  one  from  the  other,  a  Man  is  bound  to  join 
with  that  which  appears  moil  to  retain  its  Evangelical  Purity.  Dr 
Stellingfleet's  Iren. 

BOSTON  IN  N.  E.     Re-printed  for  and  Sold  by  Thomas  Hancock, 
at  his  Shop  in  Ann-Street,  near  the  Draw-Bridge.     MDCCXXV.    8°. 
pp.  4  +  40. 
The  author  of  this   anonymous  tra6l  is  unknown.     This  Boflon 
edition  was  doubtlefs  called  out  by  the  controverfy  growing  out  of 
the  publications  of  Mr  John  Checkley. 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

22.  A  Letter  from  the  Author  of  the  Poftfcript  of  the  Defence  of  a  Book, 
Entitled,  A  Modejl  Proof  of  Church  Gover?mient,  &c  io  Jonathan  Dick- 
ifijbn,  Author  of  the  Remarks  On  that  Poftfcript.  No  titlepage. 
1725.     8°.     pp.  2  +  14- 

The  author  of  this  letter  was  Mr.  John  Checkley.      Vide  Memoir, 
Vol.  I.  pp.  51,  82-3,  likewife  Vol.  II.  pp.  128. 
Prince  Library. 

23.  A  brief  Account  of  the  Revenues,  Pomp,  and  State  of  the  BISHOPS, 
and  other  CLERGY  in  the  Church  of  England.  In  a  Letter  dv^.  BOS- 
TON, N.  E.  Printed  for  Samuel  Gerrifh,  and  fold  at  his  (hop.  1725. 
8°.     pp.  13.     Colophon.  Dec.  25,  172^. 

As    may  be  feen,  this   pamphlet  was  publifhed  foon  after    Mr. 

Checkley's  trial.     The  author  is  unknown. 

Prince  Library. 

24. 
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24.  The  Miniftry  of  the  Dissenters  proved  to  be  null  and  void,  From 
Scripture  and  Antiquity.  In  answer  to  DR  CALAMY'S  SERMON  : 
ENTITLED,  The  Miuijlry  of  the  Dijferiters  Vitidicated,  &c.  Addreffed 
by  way  of  letter  to  that  worthy  doctor.  By  a  Presbyter  of  the 
Church  of  England. 

Quod  univerfa  tenet  Ecclefia,  nee  Conciliis  inftitutum,  fed  femper 
retentum  efl,  non  nifi  Audloritate  Apoflolica  traditum  re<5liffime  cred- 
itur.     Auguflinus  de  Baptifmo  contra  Donatijlas,  Lib.  4.  Cap.  24. 

In  ipfa  enim  Catholica  Ecciefia,  magnopere  curandum  eft,  ut  id 
teneamus,  quod  ubique,  quod  femper,  quod  ab  omnibus  creditum 
efl,  hoc  efl  enim  vere,  proprieque  Catholicum.  Vincentii  Liri?ienfis 
Commonitor. 

LONDON  :  Printed  for  Tho.  Warner,  at  the  Black  Boy  in  Pater- 
Nofler-Row.     1725.     Price  One  Shilling.     8°.     pp.  69. 

The  author  of  this  reply  to  Dr.  Calamy  is  the  Rev.  Zachary 
Grey,  LL.D.,  the  diftinguifhed  and  learned  editor  of  Hudibras. 
The  wit  and  humor  fo  lavifhly  difplayed  in  that  work,  in  this  review 
are  entirely  laid  afide.  He  here  indulges  in  no  perfonalities.  He 
deals  with  his  fubje6t  from  the  ftandpoint  of  reafon  and  common 
fenfe.  His  purpofe  is  plainly  to  convince,  and  not  to  irritate  his 
opponent.  His  treatment  belongs  to  that  clafs  of  writing  which  is 
properly  flyled  the  "  gentler  polemics." 

Diocesan  Library. 

25.  A  VINDICATION  of  the  Appendix  to  the  Sober  Remarks.  Being 
a  Reply  to  fome  Animadversions  upon  it,  in  the  appendix  to  the 
Defence  of  the  Modejl  Proof  Wherein  The  Puling  and  Ordaining 
Power  of  Congregational  Bifhops,  or  Presbyters,  if  farther  Defended. 
In  a  second  Letter  to  a  Friend. 

Prov.  15.  I.     A  foft  Anfwer  turneth  away  Wrath. 
BOSTON  in  N.  E.     Printed  for  S.  Gerrish,  and  fold  at  his  fhop. 
1725.     fm.  8°.     pp.  59. 

This  traa  is  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Foxcroft  of  Boflon. 
Congregational  Library. 

26. 
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26.  The  Speech  of  Mr.  Johti  Checkley  upon  his  TRYAL,  at  Bojion  in 
New-England,  For  Publishing  the  Short  and  Eafy  Method  with 
the  Deijls :  To  which  was  added,  A  Difcourfe  concerning  Episcopacy  j 
In  Defence  of  Chrijlianity ^  and  the  Church  of  England,  againfl  the 
Deists  and  the  Dissenters.  To  which  is  added :  The  Jury's  Ver- 
didl ;  His  Plea  in  Arrefl  of  Judgment ;  and  the  Sentence  of  Court. 
LONDON  :  Printed  for  J.  Wilford,  behind  the  Chapter-Houfe  in  St. 
FauFs  Church-Yard.     1730.     8°.     pp.  40. 

Another  edition  was  printed  in  1738,  with  the  addition  of  A 
SPECIMEN  of  a  TRUE  Diffcnting  CATECHISM,  upon  Right  True- 
Blue  Difjenting  Principles,  with  learned  notes  by  Way  of  ex- 
plication.     Vide  antea,  p.  10,  for  reprint  of  the  Speech. 

A  third  edition  was  pubHfhed  at  Windfor,  Vermont,  in  18 12, 
together  with  the  Jury's  Verdi6t,  his  Plea  in  arreft  of  Judgment,  and 
the  fentence  of  the  Court. 

Diocesan  Library. 

Another  re-print  was  iffued  by  Mr.  Henry  B.  Dawfon,  edited  by 
the  Rev.  Ezra  Hall  Gillett,  D.D.,  in  1868.    Morrifania.    8°.    pp.  20. 

27.  The  Certainty,  TIME,  and  END,  of  the  BIRTH  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  JESUS  CHRIST:  with  the  Accomplifhment  of  feveral  of 
the  Prophecy's,  relating  thereto.  A  sermon,  at  the  LeHure,  in  Marble- 
head,  December  25,  1729.  To  which  is  added,  An  APPENDIX,  at- 
tempting more  clearly  to  State,  the  true  year  of  our  Lord's  Nativity. 
By  John  Barnard,  V.  D.  M.  of  Marblehead.  BOSTON  :  Printed  for 
S.  GerriJJi  at  the  lower  end  of  Cornhill.     1731.     fm.  8°.     pp.  66. 

Mr.  Barnard  was  born  Nov.  6,  1681  ;  died  Jan.  24,  1770;  grad- 
uated at  Harvard  College  in  1700;  he  was  fettled  at  Marblehead, 
where  he  remained  till  his  death.  He  was  prominent,  influential, 
able,  and  learned.  He  publiflied  numerous  fermons  and  difcourfes. 
The  above  fermon  was  anfwered  in  a  fermon  by  the  Rev.  George 
Pigot,  Re6lor  of  St.  Michael's  Church,  Marblehead,  vide  antca. 
Vol.  I.  pp.  96-98. 

Diocesan  Library. 

28. 


Bibliography,  245 

28.  A  VINDICATION  of  the  Praaice  of  the  Antient  Chrijlian,  as  well 
as  the  Chtirch  of  England,  and  other  Reformed OXwyxcX^^?,^  in  the  Obfer- 
vation  of  CHRISTMAS-DAY  ;  in  Anfwer  to  the  Uncharitable  Reflec- 
tions of  Thomas  De  Laune,  Mr  Whiston,  and  Mr  John  Barnard 
of  Marbkhead ;  in  a  Sermon  preach'd  on  the  Ifth  oi  January  1729-30. 
By  George  Figot,  W.  D.  M.  at  Marblehead.  FubliJJied  at  the  defcre  of 
the  Church -War  dens  &  Vefiry. 

Ilapa  Twv  aKptyStiJs  xaGra  eiSdrwv,  /cat  TTjr  ttoXiv  iKecvrjv  oIkovvto}v,  irapet- 
X-q<l)ajX€v  rrjv  rjfxepav.  Chrys.  Hom.  in  Nativ.  ad  Antioch. 

BOSTON,  Printed  by  T.  Fleet,  at  the  Heart  and  Crown  in  Cor?ihill 
and  Sold  by  Gillajn  Fhillips,  at  the  Three  Bibles  and  Crown  in  King- 
flreet,  1731.      fm.  8°.      Preface  pp.  24.      In  colophon,   Marblehead, 
June  5.  1 73 1.     Text  with  diflindl  pagination,  pp.  42. 

Thomas  de  Laune,  a  fantaftical  writer  upon  theological  fub- 
jedls,  was  born  about  1667,  and  died  1728;  for  his  exceffes  was 
feverely  punifhed,  and  died  in  prifon.  Mr.  William  Whifton,  born 
Dec.  9,  1667,  died  Aug.  22,  1752,  was  a  man  of  great  learning  and 
the  author  of  many  works ;  became  an  Arian,  and  was  expelled  from 
the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  England,  in  which  he  was  a  Profeffor. 

The  Rev.  George  Pigot,  of  the  Church  of  England,  was  firft 
fettled  at  Stratford,  Conne6licut,  in  1722;  at  Providence,  Rhode 
Ifland,  1723  to  1726;  at  Marblehead,  Maffachufetts,  1727  to  1738. 
He  returned  to  England,  and  was  Re6lor  of  Chaldon,  in  Surrey. 
He  was  able  and  learned.  Vide  Hijlory  of  Narraganfett  Churchy 
pp.  111-112.  Alfo,  Digcfl  of  Records  of  the  Society  for  the  Propa- 
gation of  the  Gofpely  p.  853. 

In  the  early  part  of  this  Vindication,  Mr.  Pigot  gives  the  circum- 
ftances  which  called  forth  his  difcourfe  in  anfwer  to  a  fermon  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Barnard. 

Diocesan  Library. 

29.  The  Hiflory  of  the  Puritans  or  Protestant  Non-Conformists  from 
the  Reformation  to  the  Death  of  Queefi  Elizabeth ;  with  an  account 
of  their  Principles;  their  attempts  for  a  further  Reformation  in  the 

Church ; 
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Church ;  their  Sufferings ;  and  the  Lives  and  Charadlers  of  their 
Principal  Divines.  By  Daniel  Neal,  M.A.  London  ;  Richard  Hett. 
1732.    4  vols.  8°.  pp.  xvi+649:  xii  +  658:  xvi  +  628:  xii  +  664. 

The  firft  volume  of  this  work  was  reviewed  by  Dr.  Maddox 
Bilhop  of  Worcefter,  in  an  elaborate  paper,  covering  362  pages, 
vide  No.  35.  The  laft  three  volumes  were  reviewed  by  the  Rev. 
Zachary  Grey,  LL.D.,  the  learned  annotator  of  Hudibras,  in  three 
bulky  volumes.  This  work,  and  that  of  its  commentators,  was 
probably  familiar  in  New  England  only  to  fcholars. 

Harvard  College  Library. 

30.  An  Expostulatory  LETTER  to  Mr.  Daniel  Neal  Upon  Occafion 
of  his  Publilhing  The  Hijlory  of  the  Puritans,  or  Proteftant  Non- 
Conformifls. 

Ne    quid  Falp-  decore  atideat,  tie  quid   Veri   non    audeat.      Cicero. 
LONDON :    Printed  for  J.  Roberts  at  the   Oxford- Arms  in  War- 
wick Lane.     1732. 

This  anonymous  Letter  refers  to  the  New  England  Puritans,  and 
their  treatment  of  the  Quakers  and  Anabaptifts  and  others.  Several 
allufions  are  made  to  a  larger  work  to  follow,  and  the  author  was 
undoubtedly  the  Rev.  Dr.  Zachary  Grey.  It  was  premonitory,  and 
intended  to  foreftall  what  he  regarded  as  erroneous  opinions,  until  a 
fuller  criticifm  of  Mr.  Neal's  work  fhould  be  publifhed,  perhaps  that 
of  Bifhop  Maddox,  whom  he  is  faid  to  have  affifted  in  furnifhing 
material  for  his  work. 

Diocesan  Library. 

31.  The  Scripture  Bishop,  or  The  Divine  Right  of  Presbyterian 
Ordination  &  Government,  confidered  in  a  Dialogue  Betvi^een 
PrcElaticus  and  Eleutherius.  BOSTON  ;  N.  E.  Printed  for  D.  Hench- 
man, in  Corn-hill.    1732.     12°.    pp.58. 

The  author  was  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Dickinfon,  of  Elizabeth-Towne, 
New  Jerfey. 

Prince  Library. 

32. 
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32.  EusEBius  Inermatus.  Juft  REMARKS  On  a  late  Book,  Intitled, 
Eleutherius  Enervatus,  Or  an  "Anfwer  to  a  Pamphlet,  Intituled,  The 
'*  Divine  Right  of  Presbyterian  Ordination  ^c.  argued.  Done  by  way 
"  of  Dialogue  between  Eusebius  and  Eleutheriiis ;  together  with  two 
'■^Letters  on  this  Subject.     By  Phileluth.    Bangor.    V.  E.  B. 

"  Truth  is  not  afraid  of  Giants.     Chillingw. 

"  They  define  not  the  Church,  by  that  which  the  Church  essentially  is, 
"  but  by  that  wherein  they  imagine  their  owne  more  perfect  than  the 
"  rest  are.     Hooker. 

"  This  is  the  Circle  of  their  Cenfure :  No  Churchy  therefore  no  Min- 
"  iflery  ;  and  no  Miniflery,  therefore  no  Church.  Ufinatural  Sons,  that 
"fpit  in  the  face  of  tho/e  Spiritual  Fathers  that  begat  them,  and  the 
"  Mother  that  bore  them  !    Bp.  Hall. 

Our  Enemies  themfelves  being  Judges,  Deut.  xxxii.  31. 

BOSTON :  Printed  for  D.  Henchman  in  Cornhill.  Mdccxxxiii. 
8°.     pp.  158. 

The  author  of  this  pamphlet  was  the  Rev.  Thomas  Foxcroft, 
minifter  of  the  Firft  Church  in  Bofton.  His  publications  were  moftly 
fermons.  He  died  in  1769,  at  the  age  of  62  years.  The  Rev. 
Jonathan  Dickinfon  wrote  a  book  on  the  Divine  Right  of  Presby- 
terian Ordination.  A  reply  to  it  was  publifhed  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Samuel  Johnfon  of  Stratford,  Conne6licut,  and  the  Rev.  James 
Wetmore  of  Rye,  New  York.  Vide  Hiftorical  Colle6lions  of  the 
American  Colonial  Clmrch,  by  Bifhop  William  S.  Perry,  Vol.  HI. 
p.  673.  Mr.  Foxcroft's  book,  of  which  the  title  is  given  above,  is  in 
anfwer  to  this  reply.  It  is  an  able  difcuffion  of  the  fubje6t,  probably 
the  moft  able  of  his  many  publications. 
Diocesan  Library. 

33.  Eleutherius  Enervatus :  or  An  Anfwer  to  a  Pamphlet,  Intituled,  The 
divine  Right  of  Presbyterian  Ordiftation,  &oc  argued.  Done  by  way 
of  Dialogue,  between  Eufebius  and  Eleutherius,  Together  with  two 
Letters  upon  this  Subje6l,  fome  Time  agoe  fent  to  the  fuppofed 
Author  of  that  Pamphlet. 

Ifai 
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Ifai  65.  2.  5.  I  have  fpread  out  my  Hands  all  the  Day  unto  a  rebellious 
People^  which  walketh  in  a  Way  that  was  not  good,  after  their  ow?i 
Thoughts,  which  fay  fland  by  thyfelf,  come  not  near  to  me  for  I  ain 
holier  than  thou.  Thefe  are  a  Smoke  in  my  Nofe:  a  Fire  that  Burnet h 
all  the  Day. 

NEW  YORK,  Printed  byy.  Peter  Zenger,  1733.   16°.     pp.  115. 

The  author  of  the  dialogue  is  the  Rev.  James  Wetmore  of  Rye, 
New  York,  while  that  of  the  two  Letters  is  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Johnfon,  D.D.,  of  Stratford,  Conne6licut. 

Boston  Public  Library. 

34.  A  LETTER  From  A  Minifter  of  the  Church  of  England  to  his  Diffent- 
ing  Parifliioners,  shewing  The  Neceffity  of  Unity  and  Peace  and  the 
dangerous  Confequences  of  feparating  from  the  efbabhlhed  Epifcopal 
Church.  By  a  Miff  onary  from  the  Hotiourable  Society  for  Propagating 
the  Gofpel,  ^^c. 

Jefai.  xlix.  4?  5.  Surely  my  Judgement  is  with  the  LORD,  and  my 
Reward  with  my  God,  though  Jfrael  be  not  gathered. 

Printed  for  the  Author,  by  John  Peter  Zenger,  in  New  York.     16°. 
pp.  28. 
This  anonymous  and  undated  Letter  was  undoubtedly  written  by 
the  Rev.  James  Wetmore,  and  its  date  is  afTigned  to  1733.     Prof,  F. 
B.  Dexter,  in  his  Yale  Graduates,  fays,  "  The  author's  name  is  figned, 
in  his  own  hand,  to  the  only  copy  which  I  have  feen." 
New  York  Historical  Society. 

35.  A  VINDICATION  of  the  Government,  Doctrine,  and  worship  of 
THE  Church  of  England,  Eftabliihed  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth againft  the  Injurious  Refle6lions  of  Mr  Neal,  in  his  late  Hiflory 
of  the  Puritans.  Together  with  a  detection  of  many  falfe  Quota- 
tions and  Miftakes  in  that  Performance. 

alteram   Partem,  Audi. 

LONDON  :  Printed,  and  fold  by  A.  Bettefworth  and  C.  Hitch,  at  the 
Red  Lion  in  Pater-Nofler-Row ;  and  T.  Aflley  at  the  Rofe,  and  S. 
Auflen  at  the  Angel,  in  S'  PauPs  Church-yard.     1733.     8°.     pp.  362. 

The 
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The  author  was  the  Rt.  Rev.  Ifaac  Maddox,  D.D.,  who  was  born 
in  London  about  1697,  and  died  in  1759.  At  the  time  he  wrote 
this  vindication  he  was  Dean  of  Wells.  He  was  fubfequently 
Bifhop  of  S.  Afaph,  and  later  tranflated  to  the  Diocefe  of  VVorcefter. 
He  publiflied  numerous  fermons,  but  this  review,  publifhed  anony- 
moufly,  is  his  moft  noted  work. 

Harvard  College  Library. 

36.  A  Second  LETTER  From  a  Minifter  of  the  Church  of  ENGLAND  To 
his  Diffenting  Parifhioners  In  Anfwer  to  Sotne  Remarks  made  on  the 
former  by  one  J.  G. 

Prov.  xxvi.  118.  A  madman  who  cajleth  Firebrands,  Arrows  and 
Death,  fo  is  the  Man  that  deceiveth  his  Neighbour,  and  faith  am  fiot  I  in 
/port. 

Pfal.  cxx.  7.     I  am  for  Peace,  but  when  Ifpeak  they  are  for  War. 
BOSTON  :  Printed  in  the  year  1734.     12°.     pp.  i  +  13. 
The  author  of  this  Letter  is  the  Rev.  Samuel  Johnfon,  D.D.,  of 
Stratford,    Conne6licut.      J.  G.   are  the  initials    of   the  Rev.  John 
Graham,  of  Southbury,  Connedlicut. 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

A  Third  Letter  from  a  Minifter  of  the  Church  of  England  to  the 
Diffenters,  containing  fome  obfervation  on  Mr.  J.  G.'s  remarks  on 
the  fecond,  was  iffued  in  Bofton  by  the  fame  author  in  1737.  8°. 
pp.  20. 

Johnson  Library,  Stratford,  Conn. 

37.  The  Scripture  BifJiop.  or,  The  Divine  Right  of  PRESBYTERIAN 
Ordination  and  Government,  Confid'red  in  a  dialogue  Between  Fre- 
laticus  and  Elutherius,  Examined  in  Ttvo  Letters  To  a  Friend. 
Printed  in  the  Year,  M,DCC,XXXin.     8°.     pp.  52. 

The  two   letters  to  a  friend  were  written  by  the   Rev.   Arthur 

Browne,  born   1700,  d.  1773,  fome  time  Re6lor  of  King's  Church, 

Providence,   R.   L,   and  fubfequently  Re6tor  of  St.  John's  Church, 

Portfmouth,  New  Hampfhire,     This  is  a  criticifm  of  the  "  Scripture 

VOL.  n.  — 32  Bifhop," 
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Bifhop,"  by  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Dickinfon,  of  EHzabethtown,  New  Jer- 
fey.  A  reply  was  made  to  it  by  Mr.  Dickinfon  the  fame  year.  Mr. 
Browne  publifhed  a  difcourfe  on  the  education  of  children,  delivered 
in  Portfmouth,  December  27,  1739,  and  another  before  the  Free 
Mafons  in  Trinity  Church,  Bofton,  06lober  i,  1725.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Browne  was  Re6lor  of  King's  Church,  Providence,  Rhode  Ifland,  at 
the  time  of  the  publication  of  thefe  letters. 
Diocesan  Library. 

38.  The  Validity  of  Presbyterian  Ordination,  a  SERMON  Preach'd  at 
NelD-Castle  in  New-HampJJiire,  Dec.  20.  1732.  at  the  ORDINA- 
TION OF  Mr.  John  Blunt.  By  Jofeph  Far/ons,  M.  A.  Paftor  of  a 
Church  of  Christ  in  Salisbury.  BOSTON,  JV.  E.  Printed  &  Sold  by 
S.  Kneeland  &  T.  Green.     1733.     12°.     pp.  3  +  29. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Parfons  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1697.  ^^ 
was  fettled  in  Lebanon,  Conne6ticut,  from  1700  to  1708.  He  began 
his  miniftry  in  Salisbury,  Maffachufetts,  in  171 8.     He  died  in  1740. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

39.  The  Scripture-BiJIiop  Vindicated  :  a  Defence  of  the  Dialogue  Be- 
tween Prcelaticus  and  Eleutherius  Upon  The  Scripture-Bishop,  or 
The  Divine  Right  of  Presbyterian  Or  dictation  and  Government  Againft 
The  Exceptions  of  a  Pamphlet  Intided  The  Scripture- BiJJwp  Ex- 
amin'd.     By  Eleutherius,  V.  D.  M.     In  a  Letter  to  a  Friend. 

Ifai.  Ixvi.  5.  Hear  the  word  of  the  Lord,^^  that  tremble  at  his  word  ; 
Your  brethren  that  hated  you,  that  cajl  you  out  for  my  name's  fake,  f aid. 
Let  the  Lord  be  glorified:  but  heJJiall  appear  to  your  joy.,  aiid  they  fJiall 
be  afJiamed. 

BOSTON,  New  England  :  Printed  by  S.  Kneeland  &  T.  Green, 
for  D.  Henchman  in  Cornhill.     1733-     fm.  8°.     pp.  iv+  126. 

The  author  of  this  volume  is  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Dickinfon,  of 
EHzabethtown,  New  Jerfey,  a  noted  Presbyterian  divine.  He  was 
born  in  Hatfield,  Maffachufetts,  April  22,  1688,  and  died  in  EHza- 
bethtown, New  Jerfey,   06tober  7,   1747.     He  was  a  diftinguifhed 

controverfialift. 
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controverfialift.  He  wrote  in  defence  of  Calviniflic  do6lrines,  of 
which  he  was  a  loyal  and  unqueftioning  difciple.  He  had  written  a 
pamphlet  on  the  Scripture  Bifhop,  or  the  Divine  Right  of  Presby- 
terian Ordination  and  Government,  in  the  form  of  a  Dialogue  be- 
tween Praelaticus  and  Eleutherius.  It  was  criticifed  by  the  Rev. 
Arthur  Browne,  at  the  time  Re6tor  of  King's  Church,  Providence, 
Rhode  Ifland,  in  a  brochure  entitled  the  "  Scripture-Bifhop  Ex- 
amined." The  prefent  work  is  in  anfwer  to  that.  It  is  written  with 
ability  and  Ikill. 
Diocesan  Library. 

40.  A  Letter  from  A  Minifter  of  the  Church  of  England  to  his  Diffenting 
Parifliioners ;  Containing  A  Brief  answer  to  the  mofl  Material  Objec- 
tions againft  the  Eftablifhed  Church,  that  are  to  be  found  in  De 
Laune's  Plea,  &c  Together  with  plain  Reafons  for  Conformity  to  the 
Church  of  Engla7id.     New  York,  1733.     16°.     pp.  31. 

The  author  was  the  Rev.  Samuel  Johnfon,  D.  D.,  of  Stratford, 
Conne6ticut. 

Yale  College  Library. 

41.  SOME  REMARKS  upon  a  late  Pamphlet,  entided  A  Letter  from  a 

Minifter  of  the  Church  of  England  to  his  diffenting  ParifJiioners . 
Shewing,  how  far  the  Book  is  from  anfwering  the  Title,  and  how 
remote  the  Matters  of  Fa6l  therein  mentioned,  are  from  the  Truth  : 
Together  with  A  brief  Vindication  of  the  PRESBYTERIANS  from 
thofe  Reproaches  therein  caft  upon  them.  Recommended  as  afeafon- 
able  Antidote  to  all  thofe  into  whofe  Hands  the  faid  Letter  may  come. 
By  J.  G.  V.  D.  M. 

A6ls  XX.  30,  31.  Alfo  of  your  own  felves  fitall  Men  arife  fpeaking  per- 
verfe  Things,  to  draw  away  Difciples  after  tlwn.  Therefore  watch,  and 
remember. 

Jer.  ii.  ^iZ  ^^  finem.     Printed  in  the  Year  1733.     8°.     pp.  44. 

The  author  was  the  Rev.  John   Graham,  who  was  educated  at 

Glafgow.     He  refided  for  a  time  in  Exeter,  New  Hampfhire.     He 

was 
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was  the  minifter  for  more  than  forty  years  of  a  church  in  Woodbury, 
now  Southbury,  ConnecSlicut.  His  grandfon  difcovered  a  combi- 
nation of  cereals  for  bread,  which  has  borne  his  name  for  more  than 
half  a  century.  Befide  the  above  pubhcation,  Mr.  Graham  is  faid  to 
have  written  a  ballad  againft  the  Church  of  England,  which  was 
never  printed.  He  replied  alfo  to  the  rejoinder  of  Dr.  Samuel 
Johnfon  to  the  above  publication. 
Prince  Library. 

42.  The  Bifhop  of  London's  PASTORAL  LETTER  to  the  People  of  his 
Diocefe ;  Efpecially  thofe  of  the  two  great  Cities  of  London  and  Wejl- 
niinjler.  By  way  of  Caution  Againft  Lukewarm^iefs ,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  Enthuftafm  on  the  other.     LONDON;  Printed  by  S.  Buckley. 

1739.  8°.     pp.  32.     In  the  colophon  "  Fulham,  Augt  i.  1739." 

This  letter  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Edmund  Gibfon,  D.D.,  was  called 
out  by  the  teaching  and  methods  of  the  Rev.  George  Whitefield. 
As  illuftrations,  very  large  extra6ls  are  made  from  Whitefield's 
Journals.  The  next  year,  in  1740,  an  edition  of  it  was  iffued  in 
Philadelphia,  apparently  as  an  antidote  to  the  frenzied  enthufiafm 
that  prevailed  under  the  preaching  of  Gilbert  Tennent  and  others 
at  that  time. 

Boston  Athen^um. 

43.  Remarks  on  the  Bifhop  of  Oxford's  Sermon  preached  Before  the  incor- 
porated Society  for  the  propagation  of  the  Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts. 

1740.  Vide  Collediofis  of  the  Majfachufetts  JUJiorical  Society,  Vol.  XII. 
pp.  190-216. 

The  author  of  thefe  remarks  was  the  Rev.  Andrew  Eliot,  D.D. 
They  remained  in  manufcript  till  they  were  publiflied  in  the  above- 
named  "  Colle6lions."  Dr.  Eliot  was  born  Dec.  28,  171 8,  and  grad- 
uated at  Harvard  College,  1737.  He  became  paftor  of  the  New 
North  Church  in  Bofton,  April  14,  1742,  where  he  remained  till  his 
death,  Sept.  13,  1778.     He  declined  an  ele6lion  to  the  prefidency 

of 
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of  Harvard  College.  A  volume  of  his  fermons  was  publifhed  in 
1774.  The  Bilhop  of  Oxford  was  Dr.  Thomas  Seeker,  fubfequently 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

44.  REFLECTIONS  upon  Mr  Wetmore's  letter  in  Defence  of  Dr  Water- 
land's  DISCOURSE  OF  REGENERATION  with  a  VINDICATION  of   the  rCCcivcd 

Dodlrine  of  regeneration  ;  And  plain  Scripture-Evidence,  that  the 
Notion  of  BAPTISMAL  regeneration  is  of  a  dangerous  and  dellru6tive 
Tendency.  By  Jonathan  Dickinfon  A.M.  Miniller  of  the  Gofpel  at 
Elizabeth-Town,  New  Jerfey. 

2  Tim.  i.  13.  Hold  fajl  the  Fonn  of  found  Words,  which  thou  hajl 
heard  of  me,  in  Faith  and  Love  which  is  iti  Christ  Jesus. 

BOSTON  :  N.  E.  Printed  by  J.  Draper  for  S.  Eliot  in  Cornhilldind 
J.  Blanchard,  at  the  Bible  and  Crown  on  Dock-Square.  MDCCXLIV. 
fmall  8°.     pp.  38. 

Prince  Library. 

45.  A  LETTER  occafioned  by  Mr  Dickinson's  Remarks  upon  Dr 
Waterland's  Difcourfe  of  Regeneration  to  a  FRIEND.  By  J. 
Wetmore,  a.  M.  Re6tor  of  Rye  and  Miffionary  from  the  venerable 
Society  for  Propagating  the  Gofpel,  &c. 

In  the  Multitude  of  Dreams  and  many  Words,  there  are  alfo  diverfe 
Vanities:  But  fear  thou  God.     Eccl.  v,  7. 

NEW  YORK:  Printed  and  Sold  by  J.  Parker  for  the  author. 
1744.     16°.     pp.  41. 

Prince  Library. 

46.  A  SERMON  Preach'd  at  the  ORDINATION  of  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Walter  Wilmot  at  Jamaica  on  Long-Iflatid.  April  12.  1738.  By  E. 
Pemberton.  To  which  is  added,  A  brief  DISCOURSE  upon  the 
divine  Appointment  of  the  Gofpel  Miniflry,  and  the  Methods  of  ifs  Cofi- 
veyance  thro'  the  fucceffive  Ages  of  the  Church,  deliver'd  upon  the  fame 
Occafion  :  With  the  CHARGE  given  at  the  Ordination.     By  the  Rev. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Jonathan  Dickinfon.  PiibliJIied  at  the  Requejl  of  the  Hearers. 
BOSTON  in  New- En  gland :  Printed  by  J.  Draper,  for  D.  Hench- 
man in  Cornhill.     1738.     12°.     pp.  3  +  38. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

47.  A  Second  VINDICATION  of  GOD'S  fovereign  free  Grace  Indeed. 
IN  A  fair  and  candid  Examination  of  the  lafl  Difcourfe  of  the  Late  Mr. 
Dickinson,  entitled,  A  fecond  Vindication  of  God's  fovereign  free 
Grace.  Done  in  a  Friendly  Debate  between  C,  a  Calvinifl,  and  B, 
a  Believer  Of  meer  Primitive  Chriflianity.  By  John  Beach,  A.  M. 
With  a  Preface  by  Dr.  Johnson. 

Who  is  this  that  darkeneth  Counfel  by  Words  without  Knowledge. 
Job.  xxxviii.  2. 

Veteris  Ecclefise  Judicium  fuit.  i.  e.  It  was  the  Judgment  of  the 
ancient  Church,  that  Christ  provided  an  univerfal  Remedy  for  the 
univerfal  Sin  of  Man  by  paying  a  Price  of  infinite  Value,  that  no  Man 
might  perifh  for  the  Want  of  it.      VoJJlus. 

All  Antiquity  was  contrary  to  this  Do6lrine  of  the  Indefedlibility  of 
the  Saints.      VoJJius  c.  by  Whitby. 

BOSTON  :  Printed  and  Sold  by  Rogers  and  Fowle  in  Queen-ftreet. 
1748.    12°.     pp.  82. 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

48.  AN  APPEAL  TO  THE  UNPREJUDICED  IN  A  SUPPLEMENT 
to  the  Vindication  of  the  Worfhip  of  God  according  to  the  Church  of 
Eiigland,  From  the  injurious  and  uncharitable  Refle6lions  of  Mr. 
Jonathan  Dickinfon.  ^^  JOHN  BEACH,  Miffionary  from  the  So- 
ciety for  Propagating  the  Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts. 

I  defire  not  that  I,  or  my  Side,  but  that  Truth  may  overcome,  on 
which  Side  foever  it  is.     Chill. 

If  the  Caufe  I  defend,  be  not  of  God,  I  defire  it  may  fall :  if  it  be, 
I  leave  it  to  God  how  far  he  will  profper  it,  and  what  Men  (hall 
think  or  fay  of  me.     Baxter. 

BOSTON:  Printed  in  the  Year  1737.     16°.     pp.  ix+  106. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

49. 
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49.  A  DEFENCE  of  a  SERMON  Preached  at  Newark,  June  2.  1736.  en- 
tituled,  the  Vanity  of  hiima7i  Ltjlitutions  tfi  the  WorJJtip  of  God,  againft 
the  Exceptions  of  Mr.Johfi  Beach,  in  a  Letter  to  him.  By  JONA- 
THAN DICKINSON,  M.  A.  Minifter  of  the  Gofpel,  at  Elizabeth  2'own 
in  New-Jerfey. 

I  Joh.  ii.  19.     They  went  out  from  us  ;  but  they  were  not  of  us :  For 
if  they  had  been  of  us  they  would  no  Doubt  have  continued  with  us. 

Jam.  i.  6.  He  that  wavereth  is  like  a  Wave  of  the  Sea  driven  with 
the  Wind  and  toffed. 

JVew-York,  'Printed  \>Y  J.  Peter  Zenger.     12°.     pp.104.    (i737?) 
Connecticut  Historical  Society. 

50.  The  Reafonablenefs  of  Nonconformity  to  the  Church  of  England,  in 
Point  of  worship.  A  Second  Defence  of  a  SERMON,  preached  at 
Newark,  June  2.  1736,  Intitled,  The  Vanity  of  human  Inflitutions  i?i  the 
WorfJiip  of  God.     Againfl  the  Exceptions  of  Mr  John  Beach  in  his 

Appeal  to  the  unprejudiced.  Done  in  the  Form  of  a  Dialogue  wherein 
Mr  Beaches  Arguments  are  all  expreffed  in  his  own  Words.  Vt)^  Jona- 
than Dickinfo7i,  M.  A. 

Not  every  Separation,  but  only  a.  caufelefs  Separation  from  the  external 
Comtfitmion  of  a?iy  Church,  is  the  Sin  of  Schifm  —  Impofing  upon  Men, 
under  Pain  of  Excommimication,  a  NeceJJlfy  of  profeffing  known  Errors 
and praBifmg  know7i  Corruptio7is,  is  a  fufficient  and  neceffary  Caufe  of 
Separation —  To  leave  the  Church  and\.o  leave  the  external  Communion 
of  a  Church,  is  not  the  fame  thing.  —  This  little  Armour,  rightly  placed, 
will  repel  all  thofe  Batteries,  which  you  threaten  fJiall  be  so  furious. 

Chellnyworth. 

/  know  that  the  common  fenfe  of  mofl  that  are  ferious  in  praBical 
Chrifiianity,  is  againjl  your  formal  Ways  of  Worfhip,  and  againfl  the 
Courfe  that  you  have  taken  in  this  Land;  but  the  Spirit  of  Prophane}iefs 
complieth  ivith  you,  and  doteth  on  you,  in  all  Places  that  ever  I  was  ac- 
quainted in.  Bear  with  plaitz  Truth  ;  it  is  in  a  caufe  of  everlafling 
Co?ifequettce.  Baxter. 

BOSTON,  NEW  ENGLAND,  Printed  and  Sold  by  Kneeland  and 
Green.     1738.    fmall  8°.     pp.  126. 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 
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61.   Some  REMARKS  upon  a  Second  Letter  from  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land Minifter,  to  His  Diffenting  Pariihioners.     By  J.  G.  v.  d.  m. 
Rom.  ii.  I.      Therefore  thou  art  inexcufable  O  Man  c^r. 
BOSTON:  Printed  for  D.  Henchman,  over  againft  the  Brick  Meet- 
ing-Houfe  in  Cornhill,  1736.     8°.   pp.  128. 

The  author  was  the  Rev.  John  Graham,  vide  antea,  N°  41. 
Prince  Library. 

52.  The  Vanity  of  Human  Institutions  in  the  Worfhip  of  God.  A  Ser- 
mon at  Newark,  New  Jerfey,  June  2,  1 736,  by  Jonathan  Dickinson. 
New  York.     12°.     1736. 

53.  A  VINDICATION  of  the  Worship  of  God  according  to  the  Church 
of  England.     1736. 

This  was  a  reply  to  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Dickinfon,  printed  anony. 
moufly  by  the  Rev.  John  Beach. 

54.  A  REVIEW  of  the  PRINCIPAL  FACTS  objedled  to  the  firfl  volume 
of  the  History  of  the  Puritans  by  the  author  of  the  Vindication  of 
the  Government,  Doftrine  and  Worfhip,  of  the  Church  of  England 
Eflablifhed  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.     By  Daniel  Neal,  M.A. 

Nimiuni  ne  crede  colori.     Virg. 

LONDON ;  Printed  for  Richard  Hett,  at  the  Bible  and  Crown  in 
//z^  Poultry.     1734.     Vr'icQ.  one  fJiilling.     8°.     pp.88. 
Harvard  College  Library. 

55.  The  Evangelical  Bijhop.  A  SERMON  Preached  at  Stonington,  in 
Connecticut  Colony,  yune  i^th.  1733,  At  the  ORDINATION  OE 
THE  REVEREND  Mr.  Nathanael  Eells.  And  now  Publifli'd  (at 
the  defire  of  many  of  the  Presbytery  that  heard  of  it ;  and  fome 
others)  with  fome  inlargement.  Bg  Nathanael  Eells,  U.  IB.  JH. 
FATHER  to  the  Ordained ;  And  Paflor  of  the  South  Church  in 
Scituate,  in  the  Province  of  the  MaffacJmfetts-Bay :  Together  with  his 
CHARGE  to  his  Son  ;  and  the  Right  Hand  of  Fellowfhip,  given  by 
the  Reverend  Mr.  BENJAMIN  LORD,  Paflor  of  a  Church  in  Nor- 
wich in  ConneHicut. 

Ads 
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A6ls  xiv.   23.     A7id  when  they  had  Ordained  them  elders  m  every 
Church,  and  had  prayed  with  fajling,  they  commended  them  to  the  lord. 
Adls  XX.  28.     Take  heed  unto  yoiirf elves  and  to  all  the  Flock  over  the 
which  the  Holy  Ghojl  hath  made  you  Overfeers ;  or  Bifhops. 

N.  London,  Printed  ^  Sold  by  T.  Green.     1734.    16°.    pp.  3  +  iv 
+  72. 
The  Rev.   Mr.  Eells,  the  author  of  this  difcourfe,  graduated  at 
Harvard  College  in  1699.     He  died  Auguft  25,  1750,  aged  about  73. 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

56.  The  True  Nature  and  Method  of  Chrijlian  Preaching,  examined 
and  dated  ;  In  a  Difcourfe  Delivered  at  Newport  June  12,  1745,  by 
the  Rev.  Henry  Caner.     Newport,  1745.     16°.     pp.  40. 

This  fubje6l  appears  to  have  been  fuggefted  by  the  fyftem  of 
revivals  introduced  by  the  Rev.  George  Whitefield.  It  was  criti- 
cifed  by  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Dickinfon  in  his  paper,  entitled  A  Vin- 
dication of  God's  Sovereign  free  Grace, 

Boston  Public  Library. 

57.  A  LETTER  FROM  ARISTOCLES  TO  AUTHADES  concerning  the 
Sovereignty  and  the  Promises  of  God. 

As  the  Heavens  are  higher  than  the  Earth,  fo  are  my  Ways  higher 
than  your  Ways,  a?id  my  Thoughts  than  your  Thoughts,  faith  the  lord. 
Ifa.  55.9. 

O  Houfe  of  Ifrael,  are  not  my  Ways  equal  1  —  Are  not  your  Ways  un- 
equal—  For  I  have  no  pleafure  iit  him  that  dieth^  faith  the  Lord 
God:    Wherefore  turn  your  felves  and  live  ye.     Ezek.  18.  29.32. 
Magna  efl  Veritas  et  prcBvalebit. 

BOSTON :  Printed  and  fold  by  T.  Fleet,  at  the  Heart  and  Crown 
in  Cornhill,  1745.     8°.     pp.  ii  +  29. 

This  Letter  is  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Johnfon,  D.D.,  the  firft  Prefi- 
dent  of  King's  College,  now  Columbia,  New  York.  For  a  brief 
notice  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  vide  Vol.  I.  note  66,  p.  79. 

Diocesan  Library, 
vol.  n.  —  33  58. 
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58.  A  Sermon  fhewing  that  Eternal  Life  is  God's  Free  Gift,  Beflowed 
upon  men  according  to  their  Moral  Behaviour.  By  the  Rev.  John 
Beach.     Newport,  1745.     16°.     pp.  38. 

Congregational  Library. 

59.  A  LETTER  To  the  Reverend  Mr  Thomas  Foxcroft.    By  y.  F. 

The  upright  Cerdon  next  advanc'd, 

Of  all  his  Race  the  valiant'ft  j 

Cerdo7i  the  great,  renown'd  — 

—  Re(ftifier  of  wry  Law, 

And  would  make  three  to  cure  one  Flaw, 

Learned  he  was,  and  could  take  note, 

Tranfcribe,  colle6t,  tranflate  and  quote ; 

But  Preaching  was  his  chiefefl  Talent, 

Or  Argument  in  which  be'ing  valiant, 

He  ufed  to  lay  about  and  ftickle, 

Like  Ram,  or  Bull,  at  Conventicle : 

For  Difputants,  like  Rams  and  Bulls, 

Do  fight  with  Arms  that  fpring  from  Sculls. 

HUDIBRAS. 

Bollon:  Printed  in  the  year  1745.     8°.     pp.13. 

Who  J.  F.  was  we  have  not  been  able  to  difcover.  He  fpeaks  of 
three  letters  publifhed  by  Mr.  Foxcroft,  in  which  he  undertakes  to 
fliow  that  the  orders  of  the  Church  of  England  are  limited  to  be 
held  and  executed  within  the  Realm,  and  that  they  do  not  extend 
to  the  Plantations.  To  refute  this  do6lrine  is  the  obje6l  of  this 
Letter. 

Diocesan  Library. 

60.  A  VINDICATION  of  God's  fovereign  free  Grace,  in  fome  Remarks 
upon  Mr  John  Beach's  Sermon,  from  Rom.  vi.  23.  with  fome 
brief  Reflections  upon  Mr  Hefiry  Caner''s  Sermon  from  Matth.  vii. 
28.  29.  And  on  a  Pamphlet  entitled,  A  Letter  from  Arijlocles  to 
Authades.  By  Jonathan  Dickinson,  A.M.  Minifler  of  the  Gofpel  at 
Elizabeth-Town,  New  Jerfey. 

Eph. 
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Eph.  ii.  8.  9.  By  Grace  are  ye  faved,  through  Faith :  and  that  tiot 
of  your  f elves ;  it  is  the  Gift  of  God :  not  of  Works,  left  any  nianfJwuld 
boafi. 

I  Tim.  I.  7.  Defiring  to  be  Teachers  of  the  Law,  underflanding  neither 
what  they  fay,  nor  whereof  they  affirm. 

Ifai.  xlvi.  10,     My  counfel  fJiall  fiand :  and  I  will  do  all  my  Pleafure. 

BOSTON  :  Printed  and  Sold  by  Rogers  and  Fowle  in  Queen  Street 
next  to  the  Prifon  :  and  by  J.  Blanchard  at  the  Bible  and  Crown  in 
Dock-Square.     1746.     8°.     pp.  49. 

Prince  Library. 

61.  Miniflers  of  the  Gofpel  conftdered  as  Fellow- Labourers.  A  SERMON 
Delivered  at  the  ORDINATION  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Noah 
Welles  at  Stanford,  Deer.  31,  1746.  By  Noah  Hobart,  M.  A.,  Pallor 
of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Fairfield. 

II  Cor.  viii.  23.     He  is  my  /'<3;;-/«d'r  a«^  Fellow- Helper. 

I  Cor.  iii.  8.  Now  he  that  planteth,  and  he  that  watereth  are  One. 
The  Impofction  of  Hands  upon  the  Minifler,  when  all  is  done,  will  be 
nothing  but  a  Defignation  of  a  Ferflm  to  this  or  that  Office  in  the 
Church.  'Tis  a  ridiculous  Phrafe  that  of  the  Canonifts,  Conferre 
ordines.  ^Tis  Cooptare  aliquem  in  Ordinem,  to  make  a  Man  one  of 
us,  one  of  our  Number,  one  of  our  Order.     Selden. 

BOSTON:    Printed  for  D.   Henchman    in    Cornhill.     1747.     8°. 
PP-  34- 
Harvard  College  Library. 

62.  GOD'S  Sovereignty  and  His  univerfal  Love  To  the  Souls  of  Men 
reconciled,  in  a  REPLY  to  '^Yx.yonathan  Dickinfon's  Remarks  upon  a 
Sermon  intitled,  Eternal  Life  God^sfree  gift,  befiowed  upon  Men  accord- 
ing to  their  moral  Behaviour,  or  Free  Grace  and  Free  Will  concur,  in 
the  Affair  of  Man's  Salvation.  Done  in  the  Form  of  a  Dialogue, 
Wherein  Mr.  Dickinson's  Arguments  are  expreffed  in  his  own  Words. 
By  John   Beach,  A.  M. 

Job  xi.  2.  3.     Should  tiot  the  Multitude  of  Words  be  anfweredl  and 
fliould  a  man  full  of  talk  bejujlifiedi 

Job 


2  6  o  Bibliography. 

Job  xxi.  3.  Suffer  me  that  I  may  /peak  ;  and  after  that  I  have 
Jpoken,  mock  on. 

Who  will  not  cry  out,  that  it  is  Folly  to  command  him  that  hath  no 
Liberty  to  do  what  is  commanded  ;  and  that  it  is  unjuft  to  condemn 
him  who  hath  it  not  in  his  Power  to  do  what  is  required  :  and  yet  thefe 
miferable  Men  underlland  not  that  they  afcribe  this  Wickednefs  and 
Injullice  to  GOD.     St.  Austin  againft  the  Manichees. 

BOSTON,  Printed  and  Sold  by  Rogers  and  Fowle.  1747.  8°. 
pp.  71. 

The  chief  purpofe  of  this  tra6l  is  to  fhow  that  notwithftanding  the 
"  fovereign,  free  and  rich  grace  of  God,"  there  are  certain  conditions 
to  be  obferved  in  order  to  the  falvation  of  man. 

Diocesan  Library. 

63.  A  LETTER  to  Mr.  Jonathan  Dickinson,  in  Defence  of  Arijlodes  to 
Authades.,  concerning  the  Sovereignty  &  Promifes  of  GOD.  From 
Samuel  Johnson,  D.  D. 

God  is  Love,  a?id  he  that  dwelleth  in  Love  dwelleth  in  God,  afid  God 
in  him.     St.  Joh.  i  Ep.  4.  16. 

The  Lord  is  7wt  Jlack  concerfii?ig  his  Fromife  as  fome  Men  count  Jlack- 
nefs,  but  is  long  Suffering  to  us-ward,  not  willing  that  any  JJiould periJJi^ 
but  that  all ffiould  come  to  Repe7itance.     St.  Pet.  2.     Ep.  3.  9. 

Et  refellere  fine  pertinacia,  &  refelli  fine  Ixdicnndm.,  parati  fumus. 
Cic.  Tufc.  Difp.  L.  2.  §  2. 

BOSTON  :  N.  E.     Printed  and  Sold  by  Rogers    and   Fowle,  in 
Queen-Street.     MDCCXLVIL     Colophon  ;  New-Year's  Day,  1746,  7. 
8°.     pp.  28. 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

64.  A  Vindication  of  Gospel-Truth,  and  Refutation  of  fome  dangerous 
Errors,  in  Relation  to  that  impQrtant  Queflion,  Whether  there  be 
Promifes  of  the  Beflowment  of  fpecial  Grace,  made  in  Scripture  to  the 
Unregenerate,  on  Condition  of  any  Endeavours,  Strivings,  or  Doings, 
of  theirs  whatfoever  ?  Containing  a  Reply  to  what  the  author  of  a 
late  Letter  from  Arijlodes  to  Authades  has  offer'd  on  the  Affirmative 

Side 
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Side  of  the  Queflion.      Done  in  a  Letter  to  the  Rev.  Dr  Johnfon. 
BOSTON,  1747.     8°.     pp.  77. 

The  author  of  this  tra6t  was  the  Rev.  Jedidiah  Mills.  He  was 
born  in  VVindfor,  Connecticut,  March  23,  1697;  graduated  at  Yale 
College  in  1722,  and  died  January  19,  1776.  The  Letter  of 
Ariftocles  to  Authades  was  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Johnfon,  D.D. 
Vide  the  Rev.  John  Beach's  reply,  No.  66. 

Yale  College  Library. 

65.  A  VINDICATION  of  The  Profeffors  of  the  Church  of  England  in 
Conne^icut.  Againft  The  Inve6lives  contained  in  a  Sermon  preached 
at  Stcmford  by  Mr.  JVoah  Hobart,  Dec.  31.  1746.  In  a  LETTER  To  a 
FRIEND  By  James  Wetmore,  A.M.  Redlor  of  the  Parifli  of  Rye^  and 
Miffionary  from  the  venerable  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gof- 
pel  in  foreign  Parts.  Ex  defendendo,  giiam  ex  acaifando  uberior  gloria 
comparahir.     Cicero. 

BOSTON  :  N.  E.     Printed  and  Sold   by  Rogers   and   Fowle  in 
Queen-ftreet.     MDCCXLVII.     8°.     pp.  45. 

The  Rev.  James  Wetmore,  A.M.,  was  born  in  Middletown,  Con- 
nedlicut,  December  25,  1695.  ^^  graduated  at  Yale  College  in 
1 7 14.  He  was  firft  a  Congregational  minifter  at  North  Haven, 
Conne6licut.  He  was  one  of  the  feven  minifters  who  defended 
Epifcopacy  before  Governor  Saltonftall,  in  the  Library  of  Yale 
College  in  1722,  and  foon  after  refigned  his  charge  at  North  Haven 
and  repaired  to  England  for  Holy  Orders.  He  officiated  for  fome 
time  in  New  York,  but  was  fettled  at  Rye  in  that  State  in  1726, 
where  he  remained  till  his  death,  May  15,  1760.  His  ftri6lure  on 
the  fermon  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hobart,  and  his  vindication  of  the 
members  of  the  Church  of  England,  introduce  a  controverfy  in 
which  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Wetmore,  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Henry  Caner  and  the  Rev.  John  Beach,  took  an  aftive  part. 

Diocesan  Library, 

66. 
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66.  AN  ATTEMPT  to  Prove  the  Affirmative  Part  of  that  Queftion, 
Whether  .  .  .  there  be  any  Certainty,  that  a  Sinner  under  Advantages  of 
the  Gofpel  and  common  Grace,  (Iriving  with  all  his  Might,  and  per- 
fevering  to  the  laft  in  his  utmoft  Endeavors  to  pleafe  God,  fhall  obtain 
fuch  a  Meafure  of  divine  Affiflance,  as  is  neceffary  to  fit  him  for  eter- 
nal Salvation.  Or,  Whether  God  be  a  Rewarder  of  all  thofe  who  dili- 
gently feek  him  1  Containing  fome  Remarks  upon  a  late  Piece  intitled, 
A  Vindication  of  Gofpel-Truth,  and  Refutation  of  fome  dangerous 
Errors,  &c.     Done  in  a  LETTER  to  Mr.  Jedidiah  Mills. 

Eph.  iv.  15.     Speaking  the  Truth  in  Love. 

2  Tim.  ii.  14.  Charge  them  before  the  Lord,  that  they  flrive  not 
about  Words  to  no  Profit,  but  to  the  fubverting  of  the  Hearers. 

BOSTON :  Printed  and  Sold  by  Rogers  and  Fowle  in  Queen- 
ftreet.    MDCCXLVIIL     8°.     pp.  23. 

This  Letter  is  by  the  Rev.  John  Beach. 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

67.  THREE  LETTERS  To  a  Gentleman  Diffenting  from  the  Church  of 
England.  By  John  White,  B.  D.  Sometime  Fellow  of  St.  John's  Col- 
lege, Cambridge.  LONDON.  Printed  for  C  Davis  againfl  Gray's 
Inn,  Holbourn,  and  W.  Craighton  at  Ipjwich.     MDCCXLVHI.     8°. 

John  White,  B.  D.,  was  a  Fellow^  of  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge, 
and  afterward  Vicar  of  Nayland,  Suffolk,  England.  He  died  about 
1760. 

The  three  letters  were  publifhed  feparately,  with  diftindl  titles 
and  pagination,  and  at  different  times.  Without  reprinting,  appar- 
ently, they  were  afterward  iffued  in  a  volume,  with  the  title  given 
above,  accompanied  with  a  dedication  to  the  Bifhop  of  Ely.  Fol- 
lowing the  Dedication  is  a  table  of  the  Contents  of  the  three  letters 
and  of  the  Appendix.  None  of  his  works  were  reprinted  in  America, 
fo  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn.  They  were,  however,  imported, 
and  the  market  in  this  country  was  fully  fupplied.  The  Rev.  Micaiah 
Towgood's  anfwer  was  publifhed  in  Bofton  in  1748  and  in  1768. 
The  following  are  the  titlepages  of  Mr.  White's  feveral  letters :  — 

I. 
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I.  A  LETTER  To  a  Gentleman  Diffenting  from  the  Church  of  England 

CONCERNING  THE  LivES  OF  Churchmcn  and  Diffenters.  wherein  Dr. 
Walls's  book,  entitled  Ari  humble  attempt  towards  the  Revival  of  Prac- 
tical Religion  among  Chrijtians,  fo  far  as  relates  to  this  Subjedl,  is  largely 
examined  ;  and  the  popular  Argument  (or  prejudice)  arifing  from  the 

fuppofedox  rm/ better  Lives  of  Dissenters,  in  favour  of  their  Churches, 
is  fully  conlidered.     By  John  White,  B.  D.  Sometime  Fellow  of  St. 

John^s  College,  Cambridge.  LONDON.  Printed  for  C.  Davis,  againft 
Gray's  Inn,  Holbourn.,  W.  Craighton  at  Ipfwich,  and  M.  Cooper  in 
Pater- Nojler-Row.     1 7  43  • 

This  letter  covers  94  pages,  with  37  pages  of  preliminary  matter. 

II.  A  SECOND  LETTER  to  a  Gentleman  diffenting  from  the  Church  of 

England,  wherein  The  great  and  popular  Plea  of  Diffenters  againft 
Communion  with  the  Church  are  refuted,  and  refleded  back  upon 
themfelves.  By  John  White,  B.  D.  Sometime  Fellow  of  St.  John's 
College,  Cambridge. 

Ex  ore  tiw  —  Happy  is  he  that  condemneth  not  himfelf  in  that  thing 
which  he  alloweth.     Rom.  xiv.  22. 

LONDON,  Printed  for  C.  Davis,  againft  Gray's  Inn,  Holbourn., 
W.  Craighton  at  Ipfwich;  and  M.  Cooper  in  Pater- NoJler-Row. 
MDCCXLV.     Price  one  Shilling.     8°.     pp.  viii  +  84. 

III.  THE  THIRD  and  last  LETTER  to  a  gentleman  Diffenting  from  the 
Church  of  England  wherein  the  Defign  of  the  Second  (which  was 
to  refute  the  great  and  popular  Objedlions  of  Diffenters  againft  Com- 
munion with  the  Church  of  England,  and  to  refledl  them  back  upon 
themfelves)  is  farther  purfued,  and  completed.  To  which  is  added 
AN  APPENDIX,  containing  fome  considerations  on  the  Lawfulnefs, 
Expediency,  and  Neceflity  of  requiring  all  who  are  to  be  admitted  to 
the  miniftry,  or  to  any  Ecclefiaftical  Preferment  in  the  Church  of 
England,  or  to  be  Preachers  or  Teachers  in  any  Diffenting  Congrega- 
tion, to  fubfcribe  the  Articles  of  Faith  and  Religion  ;  and  fetting 
forth  the  Inconfiftences  between  the  notorious  Pradices  of  Diffenters, 
and  the  avowed  Principles  of  many  of  them  touching  that  Matter.  By 
John  White,  B.  D.  Sometime  Fellow  of  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge. 

Nolo 
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Nolo  tale  certatnen  adeas,  in  quo  tantum  te  protegas,  et,  torpente  dex- 
tera^finijlrd  dypeum  circumferas.     Hieron. 

The  Second  Edition.  LONDON,  Printed  for  C.  Davis,  againft 
Gray's  Imt,  Holbourn;  W.  Craighton  at  Ipfwich  ;  and  M.  Cooper  in 
Fater-noJler-Row.     MDCCXLV.     Price  one  Shilling.     8°.     pp.  85. 

Mr.  White  publifhed  a  Letter  to  S.  Chandler  on  the  Three  Letters 
in  1749,  and  an  Appendix  to  the  Controverfy  in  1750,  which  we 
have  not  feen,  and  perhaps  they  were  not  circulated  in  this  country. 

Diocesan  Library. 

68.  The  Diffenting  Gentleman's  ANSWER  To  the  Reverend  Mr.  White's 
Three  Letters  ;  In  which  A  Separation  from  the  Eftablifhment  is 
fully  juftified  ;  The  Charge  of  Schism  is  refuted  and  retorted  ;  and 
the  Church  of  England  and  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  are  impar- 
tially compared,  and  found  to  be  constitutions  of  a  quite  Different 
Nature. 

We  defire  to  hear  thee  — for  as  concerning  This  Sect  we  know  that 
everywhere  it  is  fpoken  againjl.     A6ls  xxviii.  22. 

The  fifth  edition.  BOSTON,  N.  E.  Printed  and  fold  by  Rogers 
and  FowLE  in  Queen-flreet.      1748.     fm.  8°.     pp.  123. 

This  work  was  written  by  the  Rev.  Micaiah  Towgood,  a  diffenter 
born  in  1700;  who  died  in  1792.  It  paffed  through  numerous  edi- 
tions. This  reprint  in  Bofton  was  doubtlefs  intended  as  an  antidote 
to  the  growing  influence  of  the  Church  of  England.  Mr.  Towgood 
was  the  author  of  numerous  publications. 

Diocesan  Library. 

69.  A  DISCOURSE  Concerning  the  Public  Worship  of  God.  Being  an 
ENQUIRY:  Firjl,  Concerning  the  Nature  of  Public  Christian 
Worship,  Confidered  in  both  its  Parts,  Effential  and  Circumftantial. 
Secondly,  Concerning  the  Manner  of  its  Performance.  Thirdly,  Con- 
cerning the  Liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England  ;  wherein  is  ftiewn 
how  well  it  anfwers  the  Ends  of  Public  Devotion. 

PSA.  96.  9.     O  Worjliip  the  Lord  in  the  Beauty  of  Holinejs. 
I  Cor.  14.  40.     Letall  Things  be  done  decently  and  in  order. 

Pfa. 
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Pfa.  51.15.     And  my  Mouth  JJiall JJiew  forth  thy  Praife. 
By  Henry  Caner,  A.  M.      NEWPORT :    Printed  by  the  Widow 
Fra7iklin.     (1748.) 
Library  of  Congress. 

70.  A  CAVEAT  Againft  unreafonable  and  unfcriptural  Separations  in  A 
LETTER  fent  from  a  Minifter  to  fome  of  his  Brethren.  BOSTON  : 
Printed  and  fold  oppofite  to  the  Prifon  in  Queen  Street.  1748.  16°. 
pp.  30. 

Prince  Library. 

71.  THE  ENGLISHMAN  Direded  in  the  Choice  of  his  Religion.  Re- 
printed for  the  Ufe  of  Englifh  Americans,  With  A  Prefatory  Addrefs 
Vindicating  the  King's  Supremacy  and  Authority  of  Parliament,  in 
Matters  of  Religion,  and  thereby  demolifhing  all  the  Pleas  of  Diffenters 
for  Separation,  according  to  the  Concejfion  of  the  Diffetiting  Gentleman^s 
Anfwer  to  the  Rev.  Mr,  White's  Letters.  Pages  3,  and  53.  Being 
alfo  a  Juftification  of  the  Church  of  JSng/and  again  A  the  Mifreprefenta- 
tions  of  that  Anfwer. 

Prov.  xviii.  17.  Ife  that  is  firfl  in  his  own  Caufe  feemeth  jufl ;  but 
his  Neighbour  cometh  andfearcheth  him. 

BOSTON :  N.  E.  Printed  and  Sold  by  Rogers  and  Fowle  in 
Queen-Street.     MDCCXLVHL     fm.  8°.     pp.  77. 

This  title  covers  two  diftin6l  works.  "The  Englilhman  Dire6led 
in  the  choice  of  his  Religion  "  is  a  fmall  pamphlet  fatting  forth  the 
advantages  which  the  Englifh  Church  ofifers  to  the  "  Englifhman " 
over  all  other  forms  of  religion  whatever.  In  other  words,  it  is  an 
apology  for  the  Church  of  England.  The  "  Prefatory  Addrefs  to 
the  Gentlemen  of  America"  aims  to  fhow  that  the  fupremacy  of  the 
King  and  Parliament  in  the  Church  of  England  is  right  and  proper, 
and  therefore  there  is  no  good  reafon  for  feparation  from  it  by  dif- 
fenters. The  author  is  the  Rev.  James  Wetmore.  Vide  Vindica- 
tion of  the  Profeffors  of  the  Church  of  England.     No.  65. 

Diocesan  Library. 
VOL.  n.  —  34  72. 
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72.  A  Serious  ADDRESS  To  the  Members  of  the  Epifcopal  Separation  in 
New-England.  Occasioned  By  Mr.  Wetmore's  Vindication  of  the 
Profeffors  of  the  Church  of  England  in  ConneHicut.  Being  An  At- 
tempt to  fix  and  fettle  thefe  three  Points,  I.  Whether  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Britijli  Plantatiofis  in  Affierica,  thofe  of  New-England  in  par- 
ticular, are  Obliged,  in  Point  of  Duty,  by  the  Laws  of  God  or  Man, 
to  conform  to  the  Prelatic  Church,  by  Law  eftabliflied  in  the  South 
Part  of  Great-Britain.  II.  Whether  it  be  Proper  in  Point  of  Pru- 
dence for  thofe  who  are  already  fettled  in  fuch  Churches  as  have  fo 
long  fubfifted  in  New-England,  to  forfake  them  and  go  over  to  that 
Communion.  IIL  Whether  it  be  Lawful  for  particular  Members  of 
New-Efiglifli  Churches  to  feparate  from  them,  and  join  in  Communion 
with  the  Epifcopal  Affemblies  in  the  Country.  By  Noah  Hobart,  A.  M. 
Pallor  of  a  Church  of  Christ  in  Eaiifeld. 

Prov.  xxviii,  31.     He  that  rebuketh  a  Man,  afterward fJiall find  more 
Eavour  than  he  that fattereth  with  the  Tongue. 

BOSTON  :   Printed  by  J.  Bushell  and  J.  Green  for  D.  Henchman 
in  Cornhil.     1748.     fm.  8°.     pp.  139. 

The  Rev.  Noah  Hobart  was  born  about  1705,  graduated  at  Har- 
vard College  in  1724,  fettled  at  Fairfield,  Conne6licut,  where  he 
died  in  1773.  Many  perfons  in  Fairfield  and  the  neighboring  towns 
had  feparated  themfelves  from  the  Congregational  order  and  become 
members  of  the  Church  of  England.  This  produced  confiderable 
alarm,  which  was  fignalized  by  a  fermon  by  Mr.  Hobart  preached 
at  Stanford,  December  31,  1746,  on  the  validity  of  Presbyterian 
ordination,  Stri6tures  on  this  difcourfe  were  publifhed  by  the  Rev. 
James  Wetmore,  entitled  a  "  Vindication  of  the  Profeffors  of  the 
Church  of  England  againll  the  invedlives,"  &c.  This  publication 
called  forth  the  "  Serious  addrefs  to  the  Members  of  the  Epifcopal 
Separation  in  New  England."  The  defign  of  the  "  Serious  addrefs  " 
was  to  induce  thofe  who  had  left  the  Congregationalifts  and  become 
members  of  the  Church  of  England  to  return  to  that  body.  The 
three  points  difcuffed,  or  the  three  queftions  anfwered,  are  given  on 
the  titlepage  as  above.      Thefe  queftions  were  all  anfwered  in  the 

negative. 
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negative.  Mr.  Hobart  difplayed  great  fkill  and  ingenuity  in  his 
argument  on  thefe  points.  He  was  undoubtedly  the  ableft  contro- 
verfial  writer  among  the  CongregationaUfts  of  Conne6licut.  He 
was,  however,  anfwered  by  the  Rev.  John  Beach,  of  Reading,  in  a 
pamphlet  in  which  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon,  Mr.  James  Wetmore,  and 
Mr.  Henry  Caner  took  a  part.  This  controverfy  was  condu6led 
with  fome  perfonal  afperity  on  both  fides. 
Diocesan  Library. 

73.  A  Second  Vindication  of  God's  fovereign  free  Grace  against  The 
Exceptions  made  to  a  former  Vindication,  by  Mr.  John  Beach  in  his 
Difcourfe  intitled,  God's  Sovereignty  and  his  tmiverfal  Love  to  the 
Souls  of  men  reconciled.  In  a  Letter  to  that  Gentleman.  By  Jona- 
than Dickinson  A.  M.  Late  Minifler  of  the  Gofpel  at  Elizabeth- 
Town,  and  Prefident  of  the  College  of  New-Jerfey  with  fome  brief 
Refle6lions  on  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson's  Defence  of  Ariflocles  Letter 
to  Authades,  concerning  the  Sovereignty  and  Promifes  of  God.  Begun 
in  a  Letter  to  the  Author,  from  the  faid  Mr.  Dickinfon,  left  unfiniflied. 
And  on  Occafion  of  his  Deceafe,  Continued  in  a  Letter  to  the  Dr. 
from  Moses  Dickinson  A.  M.  Paftor  of  the  firft  Church  in  Norwalk. 

AnglcB  Whitakerum  invideo  ;  Adverfarius  quidem  efl,  fed  Doc  fed 
Modeflus  —  Bell  arm. 

Utinam  quod  Obtredlatores,  tot  effent  Calvini  Imitatores.     Arr. 

BOSTON  ;  N.  E.  Printed  and  fold  by  Rogers  &  Fowle,  Queen-Street. 
MDCCXLVIIL  fmall  8°.  pp.  (2  pages  Introduaion  by  Thomas 
Foxcroft)  143.  of  which  22  are  a  Continuation  of  the  Reflections 
on  Dr.  Johnfon' s  Letter  to  the  late  Mr.  Dickinfon,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Dr.  from  his  Brother.  8°.  pp.  143. 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

74.  A  Second  Vindication  of  God's  Sovereign  Grace  Indeed  in  a  fair 
and  candid  Examination  of  the  laft  Difcourfe  of  the  late  Mr.  Dick- 
infon, entitled,  A  Second  Vindication  of  God's  fovereign  free  Grace 
done  in  a  Friendly  Debate  between  C,  a  Calvinift,  and  B,  a  Believer 
of  meer  Primitive  Chriftianity.  By  John  Beach,  A.  M.,  with  a  Preface 
by  Dr.  Johnfon. 

Who 
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Who  is  this  that  darkeneth  Counfel  by  Words  without  Knowledge. 
Job  xxxviii.  2. 

Veteris  Ecclefiae  Judicium  fuit,  i.  e.  It  was  the  Judgment  of  the  an- 
cient Church,  that  Christ  provided  an  univerfal  Remedy  for  the  uni- 
verfal  Sin  of  Man  by  paying  a  Price  of  Infinite  Value,  that  no  man 
might  perifh  for  the  Want  of  it.      VoJJlus. 

All  Antiquity  was  contrary  to  this  Dodrine  of  the  Indefedtibility  of 
the  Saints.      Vojftiis  c.  by  Whitby. 

BOSTON  :    Printed  and  Sold  by  Rogers  and  Fowle  in   Queen- 
Street.     MDCCXLVIII.     8°.     pp.  xiii  +  82. 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

75.  A  Calm  and  Difpaflionate  Vindication  of  the  Professors  of  the 
Church  of  E?iglaHd,  against  the  abufive  Mifreprefefitations,  and  falla- 
cious Argumentations  of  Mr.  JVoah  Hobart,  in  his  late  Address  to  them. 
Humbly  offered  to  the  Confideration  of  the  good  People  of  New-England. 
With  a  Preface  by  Dr.  Johnson,  and  an  Appendix  containing  Mr. 
Wetmore's  and  Mr.  Caner's  Vindication  of  their  own  Caufe  and 
Chara6lers  from  the  Afperfions  of  the  fame  Author.  By  John  Beach, 
A.  M.,  Minifler  of  thefiffl  Church  <?/"  Christ  i7i  Reading. 

Job  vi.  24.  25.  Teach  ?ne.,  and  I  will  hold  my  Tongue:  and  caufe 
me  to  underfland  wherein  I  have  erred. 

How  forcible  are  right  Words  !  but  what  doth  your  arguing  reprove  ? 

BOSTON:  Printed  and  Sold  by  J.  Draper  in  Newbury-ftreet.  1749. 
4°.     pp.  viii  +  75. 

The  Rev.  John  Beach,  A.  M.,  was  born  in  Stratford,  Conne6licut, 
about  1700;  graduated  at  Yale  College,  1721.  He  was  fome  time  a 
Congregational  minifter  at  Newtown,  Conne6ticut;  repaired  to  Eng- 
land and  received  Holy  Orders  in  1732;  was  fettled  at  Newtown 
and  Reading,  where  he  remained  till  his  death  on  April  19,  1782. 
He  was  regarded  the  ableft  controverfial  writer,  if  poffibly  Dr. 
Samuel  Johnfon  be  excepted,  among  the  Epifcopal  clergy  of  Con- 
nefticut.  This  volume  covers  75  broad  o6lavo  pages.  It  is  pref- 
aced by  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon  in  8  clofely  printed  pages.  It  alfo 
contains  an  appendix  covering  27  pages,  by  the  Rev.  James  Wet- 
more 
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more  and  the  Rev.  Henry  Caner.  Confequently  Mr.  Beach's  vindi- 
cation occupies  40  pages.  Mr.  Beach's  article  is  a  model  of  clear- 
nefs  of  ftatement  and  clofe  logical  reafoning.  He  difcuffes  very 
fully  the  do6trine  of  apoftolic  fucceffion,  and  other  fubjects  to  which 
Mr.  Hobart  alludes  in  his  addrefs  to  the  Epifcopalians. 
Diocesan  Library. 

76.  A  Letter  to  the  Rev.  John  Beach  contained  in  an  Appendix  to  his 
Calm  and  Difpaffionate  Vindication  of  the  Profeffors  of  the  Church 
of  England,  Boflon,  1749,  by  J.  Wetmore.    Rye,  March  20,  1748.    8°* 

pp.  19.      Vide  No.  75. 
Diocesan  Library. 

77.  A  Letter  to  the  Rev.  John  Beach  contained  in  an  Appendix  to  his 
"  Calm  and  DifpalTionate  Vindication  of  the  Profeffors  of  the  Church 
of  England,"  Bofton,  1749.  By  H.  Caner.  BOSTON,  Odober  4,  1749. 
8°.     pp.  9.      Vide  No.  75. 

Diocesan  Library. 

78.  An  inquiry  into  the  Consequences  both  of  Calvinijlic  and  Ar- 
minian  Principles,  Compared  together.  In  which  the  principal  Things, 
in  Mr.  Beach's  fecond  Reply,  to  the  late  Mr.  Jonathan  Dickinson's 
Second  Vindication  of  Gods  fovereign  free  Grace,  are  particularly 
confidered.  Occafioned  by  a  Manufcript,  Intitled,  an  Inquiry  into  the 
Confequences  of  Calvinijlic  Principles.  In  a  Letter  to  Liberius,  author 
of  that  Piece.  By  MosES  Dickinson,  A.  M.,  PaRor  of  the  firfl  Church 
in  Norwalk. 

Jer.  vi.  16.  Stand  ye  in  the  Ways,  and  fee,  and  ajk  for  the  old  Paths : 
where  is  the  good  Way,  and  walk  therein  ;  and  ye  Jfiall  find  Rejl  for 
your  Souls. 

BOSTON :    Printed  and  Sold  by  Daniel  Fowle  in   Queen  Street. 
1750.     8°.     pp.  39. 

The  author  of  this  tra6l,  the  Rev.  Mofes  Dickinfon,  was  a  brother 
of  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Dickinfon,  who  died  06lober7,  1747.  He  was 
a  clear  and  vigorous  writer.  He  was  minifter  of  Norwalk  for  more 
than  half  a  century.     He  died  May  i,  1778. 

Diocesan  Library. 

79. 
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79.    A  DISCOURSE  CONCERNING   UNLIMITED   SUBMISSION  AND  NON-RESIST- 
ANCE TO  THE  HIGHER  POWERS ;  with  some  reflections  on  the 

RESISTANCE  MADE  TO  KING  CHARLES  I.  AND  ON  THE  ANNIVERSARY  OF 

HIS  Death  :  in  which  the  Myfterious  Do6lrine  of  that  Prince's  Saintfhip 
and  Martyrdom  is  unriddled  :  the  fubftance  of  which  was  delivered  in 
a  Sermon  preached  in  the  Weft  Meeting  Hou/e,  in  Bojlon,  on  the  Lord's 
Day  after  the  30th  of  January  1749-50.  Published  at  the  Request 
OF  THE  HEARERS.  By  JONATHAN  Mayhew,  A.  M.  Fojlor  of  the  Wejl 
Church  in  Bqfton. 

Fear  God,  honor  the  King.  —  St.  Paul. 

He  that  ruleth  over  Men  muft  be  juft,  ruling  in  the  fear  of  God.  — 
Prophet  Samuel. 

I  havefaid,  ye  are  Gods  —  but  ye  fhall  die  like  Men,  and  fall  like 
one  of  the  Princes.  —  King  David. 

Quid  memorem  infandas  ccedes  1     Quid  fa^a  Tyranni. 
Effera  ?     Dii  Capiti  ipfius  Generique  refervent. 
Necnon  Threicius  longa  cum  vefle  Sacerdos. 
Obloquitor.  —  Rom.  Vat.  Prin. 
BOSTON  :    Printed  and  fold  by  D.  Fowle,   in   Queen  Street.,   1750. 
BOSTON  :  reprinted  by  Hall  &  Goss,  Congrefs  Street,  fecond  Room 
over  thePoJl  Office,  18 18. 
Congregational  Library. 

80.  A  Second  Address  to  the  Members  of  the  Epijcopal  Separation  in 
New-England,  Occasioned  By  the  Exceptions  made  to  the  former,  by 
Dr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Wetmore,  Mr.  Beach,  and  Mr.  Caner.  To  which  is 
added,  by  Way  of  Appendix,  A  Letter  from  Mr.  Dickinfon  in  Anfwer 
to  fome  Things  Mr.  Wetmore  has  charged  him  with.  By  Noah  Hobart, 
A.  M.  Paflor  of  a  Church  of  Christ  in  Fairfield. 

Pfalm  cxli.  5.     Let  the  Righteous  ffnite  me,  itfJiall  be  a  Kindnefs. 

Prov.  xxvii.  6.     Faithful  are  the  Wounds  of  a  Friend. 

lefieem  an  Endeavour  tofet  a  Man  right  in  Religious  Opinion  which 
we  ourfelves  apprehend  to  be  itnportant,  the  fecond  Office  of  Chriftian 
Friendfhip,  as  that  of  attempting  to  reform  his  Morals  is  undoubtedly  the 
Firfl.     Doddridge. 

BOSTON  :  Printed  and  Sold  by  D.  Fowle  in  Queen  Street,  175 1.   8°. 

pp.  172.  This 
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This  is  largely  a  reiteration  of  the  arguments  with  fome  new 
points,  of  his  Serious  Addrefs,  in  anfwer  to  the  Rev.  John  Beach, 
and  others  mentioned  on  the  titlepage. 

Diocesan  Library. 

81.  A  CONTINUATION  of  the  Calm  and  Difpaffwnate  VINDICATION 

OF  THE  PROFESSORS  of  the  CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND  against 
THE  abufive  Mifreprefentatio7is  and  fallacious  Argumetitations  of  Mr. 
NOAH HOBART,  in  his  fecond  address  to  them.  Humbly  offered 
to  the  Confederation  of  the  good  People  of  New-England.  By  J^ohn 
Beach,  A.  M.  Minifler  of  the  firfl  Clmrch  of  CnKiST  in  Reading. 

I  Peter  iii.  19.     Not  retidering  Evil  for  Evil,  or  Railing  for  Railing. 

BOSTON  :  Printed  and  Sold  by  D.  Fowle  in  Queen- Street,  next  to 
the  Prifon.     1751.     12°.     pp.  91  +  3.      Vide  No.  80. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

82.  A  LETTER  from   Mr.  Dickinfon   in   Anfwer  to   Some  Things   Mr. 

Wetmore  has  charged  him  with. 

This  is  in  an  appendix  to  Noah  Hobart's  Second  Addrefs,  and  is 
by  the  Rev.  Mofes  Dickinfon.  Vide  No.  80.  It  covers  nine  pages, 
and  is  dated  Norwalk,  Jun.  4,  1750. 

Diocesan  Library. 

83.  An  Appeal  to  the  Common  Sense  of  All  Chriftian  People,  more  par- 
ticularly the  Members  of  the  Church  of  England,  by  a  Member  &c 
DUBLIN.     12°.     1753. 

84.  The  SACRED  DIGNITY  of  the  Chriflian  Frieflhood  ViWDiCkT^n  m 
A  DISCOURSE  ON  HEB.  V.  4.  Delivered  at  St.  Paul's  in  Narra- 
GANSET,  on  Sunday  the  ^ih  Day  of  Augufl  k.\y.  175 1.  By  the  Rev. 
Dr.  MacSparran.  NEWPORT:  Prititedby J.  Franklin,  MDCC,LII. 
16°.     pp.  46. 

The  Rev.  James  MacSparran,  D.D.,  was  born  in  Ireland,  but  was 
from  Scotch  anceftry.    He  became  Re61;or  of  St.  Paul's  Church,  Nar- 

raganfett. 
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raganfett,  Rhode  Ifland,  in  1721,  where  he  remained  till  his  death, 
December  i,  1757.  He  was  one  of  the  ableft  clergymen  of  the 
Englilh  Church  in  his  time  in  New  England.  He  was  the  author 
of  "  America  Differed,"  a  valuable  hiflorical  paper  printed  in  the 
Appendix  of  Updike's  Hiftory  of  the  Narraganfett  Church.  The 
difcourfe,  the  title  of  which  is  given  above,  was  criticifed  in  feveral 
pamphlets,  but  Dr.  MacSparran  did  not  deem  them  worthy  of  any 
reply  by  him.  The  defign  of  the  Difcourfe  was  mifunderftood  by 
the  diffenters.  It  was  intended  to  remove  fome  pradifes  which  he 
regarded  as  improper  in  the  Church  of  England  pariflies  in  the 
Colonies.  Vide  Hijlory  of  the  Narraganfett  Church,  by  W.  Updike, 
pp.  238,  527. 

85.  AN  ADDRESS  To  the  PEOPLE  of  NE  W-ENGLAND :  Occafioned 
by  the  Preaching  and  PublifJiing  of  certain  DOCTRINES,  deftrudive 
of  their  RIGHTS  and  LIBERTIES,  both  RELIGIOUS  and  CIVIL 
(by  James  Macsparran)  in  a  Sermon,  entituled,  The  Sacred  Dignity 
of  the  Christian  Priesthood.  Vindicated.  By  a  NATIVE  of 
New-England. 

Pet.  2.  16.  But  tvas  rebuked  for  his  iniquity  ;  the  dumb  Afs  fpeaking 
with  Man's  voice^  forbad  the  Madnefs  of  the  Prophet. 

NEWPORT  :  Printed  and  Sold  by  J.  Franklin,  at  the  Printing- 
Office  under  the  Town-School-Houfe.      1753.     16°.     pp.  31. 

The  author  of  this  anonymous  publication  is  not  known.  It  has 
been  affigned  to  John  Aplin,  an  "  eminent  lawyer  of  Providence." 
But  he  was  a  zealous  churchman,  and  could  not  have  been  the 
author  of  a  work  fo  thoroughly  hoftile  to  the  Church  of  England  as 
was  this  pamphlet.  Vide  Dr.  E.  E.  Beardfley's  Hiflory  of  the  Church 
in  Conncflicut.     Vol.  I.  p.  274. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

86.  The  Religious  Liberties  of  the  Chriflian  Laity  asserted,  &c.  NEW- 
PORT. 1753,  by  S.  Beaven.  16°.  Vide  Dr.  H.  M.  Dexter's  Bibliog- 
raphy, No.  3317. 

87. 
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87.  THE  Liberties  of  the  Laity  not  INFRINGED  by  the  Sacred  Dig?iity 
of  the  Christian  Priesthood  Containing  fome  Gentle  ANIMAD- 
VERSIONS on  a  Late  RHAPSODY.  With  a  Ihort  APPENDIX. 
By  a  LAYMAN. 

Phil.  iii.  2.     Beware  of  Dogs. 

NEWPORT  :    Printed  and  Sold  by  J.  Franklin,   at  the  Printing 

Office  under  the  Town  School  Hoife.     1753.     12°. 

The  author  of  this  pamphlet  was  William  Richardfon,  a  lawyer  of 
Newport.  It  was  an  anfwer  to  Mr.  Samuel  Beaven's  pamphlet,  en- 
titled Lay  Liberty  affcrtcd.  Vide  Hijtory  of  the  Narraganfett  Church, 
by  Wilkins  Updike,  p.  240. 

88.  Lay -Liberty  Re-afferted ;  IN  A  Letter  to  the  Late  Orthodox  Cham- 
pion FOR  the  Sacred  Dignity  of  the  Christian  Priesthood.  By 
Samuel  Beaven.  NEWPORT :  Printed  and  Sold  by  J.  P'ranklin,  at 
the  Printing  office  wider  the  Town  School  Houfe.     i  753. 

This  is  an  anfwer  to  Mr.  William  Richardfon's  pamphlet,  entitled 
The  Liberties  of  the  Laity  not  infringed  by  the  Sacred  Dignity  of  the 
Prieflhood,  &c.  Vide  Hiflory  of  the  Narraganfett  Church,  by  Wilkins 
Updike,  pp.  238-9. 

89.  A  LETTER  FROM  A  BLACKSMITH,  TO  THE  MINISTERS  AND 
ELDERS  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND  in  which  the  Man- 
ner OF  Public  Worship  in  that  Church  is  considered,  its  inconven- 
iences and  defects  pointed  out,  and  methods  for  the  removing  of 
them  humbly  proposed. 

Be  not  rafh  with  thy  mouth,  afid  let  not  thy  heart  be  hafly  to  utter  any- 
thing before  God :  for  God  is  in  heaven,  and  thou  upon  earth  :  therefore 
let  thy  words  be  few.     EccL.  v.  2. 

/  will  pray  with  the  Spirit,  and  L  will  pray  with  the  Underflanding. 
I  Cor.  xiv.  15. 

This  tra6l  was  publifhed  as  early  as  1758.     An  anfwer  was  foon 

after   publiflied   in   London,  entitled  "The  Modes  of  Presbyterian 

Church- Worfhip  Vindicated  in  a  Letter  to  the  Blackfmith.     By  a 

Presbyter  of  Ireland ;  "  and  feveral  editions  of  both  works  were  iffued, 

VOL.  II.  — 35  and 
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and  doubtlefs  circulated  freely  in  New  England.  In  1789  an  edition 
of  both  was  publiihed  in  Newburyport  by  fubfcription  by  John 
Mycall.  In  1824  R.  P.  and  C.  Williams,  Cornhill  Square,  No.  79 
Wafhington  Street,  Bofton,  publifhed  the  "  Letter  from  a  Black- 
fmith,"  from  a  London  edition,  and  it  was  offered  for  fale  by  T.  & 
J.  Swords  and  Samuel  Whiting,  New  York;  S.  Potter  &  Co.,  Philadel- 
phia; J.  Babcock  &  Son,  New  Haven;  Henry  Huntington,  Hart- 
ford; Samuel  Johnfon,  Portland;  C.  Whipple,  Newburyport;  Wm. 
Muenfcher,  Briftol,  Rhode  Ifland;  S.  Ide,  Windfor,  Vermont;  E.  J. 
Coale,  Baltimore ;  S.  Babcock  &  Co.,  &  E.  Gibbs,  Charlefton,  South 
Carolina ;   Davis  &  Force,  Wafhington  City. 

Mr.  Williams  fays  in  his  preface:  "This  little  book  is  written 
with  fuch  ftrength  of  argument  in  favor  of  a  precompofed  Liturgy, 
and  at  the  fame  time  with  genuine  touches  of  humor,  that  the  pub- 
lifher  of  the  prefent  edition  thinks  it  beft  to  give  the  work  to  the 
public  entire,  in  its  original  form.  Though  well  adapted  to  the 
place  and  time  in  which  it  was  written,  it  is  pointed  at  many  errors, 
which  are  not  prevalent  in  our  age  and  country.  But  as  the  fpirit  of 
error  and  enthufiafm,  though  affuming  different  appearances,  is 
ever  much  the  fame,  the  following  fheets  may  afford  pleafure  and 
edification  to  the  candid  reader." 

The  author  of  this  publication  is  not  known.  It  is  dated  in  the 
colophon,  "  Inverary,  May  8,  1758."  It  is  written  oflenfibly  by  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  Scotland.  The  author  points  out  certain 
defefts  in  the  methods  and  pra6lice  of  that  church,  fuch,  for  exam- 
ple, as  the  too  little  pubHc  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  a  crude  and 
unrefined  pfalmody,  certain  improprieties  attendant  on  the  adminif- 
tration  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  the  natural  and  inevitable  defe6ls 
of  extemporaneous  prayer  in  public  worfhip.  It  had  been  widely 
circulated  in  Scotland,  and  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  which  had  early 
been  fettled  by  Presbyterians  of  the  Scottifh  church.  It  had  paffed 
through  fix  editions,  when  it  was  reprinted  by  fubfcription,  by  John 
Mycall,  in  Newburyport,  Maffachufetts,  in  a  feventh  edition. 

Diocesan  Library. 

90. 
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90.  A  Sermon  from  Pf.  96.  9,  on  the  Beauty  of  Holiness  in  the  Worlhip 
of  the  Church  of  England  :  Being  a  very  brief  Rationale  on  the  Liturgy. 
NEW  YORK.     1761.     8°.    pp.  27. 

This   difcourfe  was    by   the    Rev.    Samuel  Johnfon,    D.D.   Vide 
Graduates  of  Yale  College,  by  F.  B.  Dexter,  Vol.  I.  128. 

91.  The  Real  Advantages  which  Minifters  and  People  may  enjoy  espe- 
cially in  the  Colonies,  by  Conforming  to  the  Church  of  England ; 
Faithfully  confidered,  and  impartially  reprefented,  in  a  Letter  to  a 
Young  Gentleman.     Printed  in  the  Year  1762.     8°.     pp.  47. 

Publifhed  probably  in  Bofton.     The  authorfhip  is  affigned  to  the 
Rev.  Noah  Welles,  D.D.,  of  Stamford,  Connedicut. 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

92.  The  Validity  of  Presbyterian  Ordination  Asserted  and  Main- 
tained. A  Discourse  Delivered  at  the  Anniversary  Dudleun-Lec- 
ture,  at  Harvard-College  in  Cambridge  New-England,  May  12. 
1762.  With  an  Appendix,  Giving  a  brief  hiflorical  account  of  the 
epiflles  afcribed  to  Ignatius  ;  and  exhibiting  fome  of  the  many  rea- 
fons,  why  they  ought  not  to  be  depended  on  as  his  uncorrupted 
works.  By  Charles  Chauncy,  D.D.  one  of  the  Pastors  of  the 
First  Church  in  Boston.  BOSTON,  NEW-ENGLAND  :  Printed 
AND  Sold  by  Richard  Draper,  in  Newbury-Street,  and  Thomas 
Leverett  IN  Cornhill.    1762.    8°.    pp.  iiS.   Text  90.    Appendix  28, 

Dr.  Chauncy,  the  author  of  this  difcourfe,  was  born  in  Bofton 
January  i,  1705,  and  died  February  10,  1787.  He  graduated  at 
Harvard  College  in  1721,  and  became  a  colleague  with  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Foxcroft  of  the  Firfl;  Church  in  Bofton  in  1727.  He  was 
eminent  for  his  ability  and  learning.  The  text  contains  the  ufual 
argument  againft  Epifcopacy,  while  the  Appendix  relates  to  the 
Epiftles  of  St.  Ignatius.  Dr.  Chauncy  was  one  of  the  ablefl  writers 
on  his  fide  of  the  Epif  copal  controverfy. 
Diocesan  Library. 

93. 
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93.  Observations  on  the  Charter  and  Conduct  of  the  Society  For 
the  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts ;  Designed  to  Shew 
Their  Non-Conformity  to  each  other.  With  Remarks  on  the  Mis- 
takes of  East  Apthorp,  M.  A.,  MifTionary  at  Cambridge  in  Quoting, 
and  Reprefenting  the  Senfe  of  Said  Charter,  &c.  As  also  Various 
incidental  Refledlions  relative  to  the  Church  of  England,  and  the 
State  of  Religion  in  North  America,  particularly  in  New-England. 
By  Jonathan  Mayhew,  D.D.,  Paflor  of  the  Weft-Church  in  Boston. 

—  Brethren  unawares  brought  in,  who  came  in  privily  to  fpy  out  our 
Liberty  which  we  have  in  Chrift  Jefus,  that  they  might  bring  us  into 
Bondage  :  To  whom  we  gave  place  by  fubje6lion,  no  not  for  an  hour ; 
that  the  truth  of  the  Gospel  might  Continue  With  You.  Ap.  Paul 
to  the  Galatians. 

BOSTON,  NEW-ENGLAND :  Printed  by  Richard  and  Samuel 
Draper  in  Newbury-Street.  Edes  and  Gill,  in  Queen  Street,  and 
Thomas  and  John  Fleet  at  the  Heart  and  Crown  in  Cornhill. 
MjDCC.lxhi.     8°.     pp.  176. 

Jonathan  Mayhew  was  born  at  Martha's  Vineyard  06lober  8, 
1720;  died  July  9,  1766;  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1744. 
He  became  minifter  of  the  Weft  Church  in  Bofton  1747,  fucceeding 
the  Rev.  William  Hooper,  who  took  orders  in  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, and  became  Re6lor  of  Trinity  Church,  Bofton.  The  Rt.  Rev. 
Jonathan  Mayhew  Wainwright  was  his  grandfon.  He  received  the 
degree  of  D.D.  at  Aberdeen,  Scotland.  He  continued  minifter  of 
the  Weft  Church  till  his  death.  He  was  one  of  the  ableft  controver- 
fial  writers  in  oppofition  to  the  Church  of  England  and  an  American 
Epifcopate.  The  tradl,  the  title  of  which  is  given  above,  was  an- 
fwered  by  Bilhop  Porteous,  Dr.  Eaft  Apthorp,  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon, 
and  the  Rev.  Arthur  Browne. 

Diocesan  Library. 

94.  Observations  on  the  Charter  and  Conduct  of  the  Society  for  the 
Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts  ;  Designed  to  Shew  Their 
Non-Conformity  to  each  other.  With  Remarks  on  the  Mistakes 
of  East  Apthorp,  M.A.  Miflionary   at    Cambridge,  in  Quoting  and 

Reprefenting 
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Reprefenting  the  Senfe  of  faid  Charter,  &c.  As  also  Various  Inci- 
dental Refledlions  relative  to  the  Church  of  England,  and  the  State 
of  Religion  in  North-America,  particularly  in  New-England.  ,By 
JONATHAN  MAYHEW,  D.D.,  Paftor  of  the  Wefl-Church  in  Boston. 
To  WHICH  IS  Subjoined  Apthorp's  Considerations. 

—  Brethren  unawares  brought  in,  who  came  in  privily  to  fpy  out  our 
Liberty  which  we  have  in  Chrift  Jefus,  that  they  might  bring  us  into 
Bondage  :  To  whom  we  gave  place  by  fubjedlion,  no  not  for  an  hour ; 
that  the  truth  of  the  Gospel  might  continue  with  you.  Ap.  Paul  to 
the  Galatians. 

BOSTON,  in  NEW-ENGLAND,  printed  :  LONDON,  reprinted  for 
W.  Nicoll,  in  St.  Paul's  Church-Yard,     mdcc.lxiil     8°.     pp.164. 

This  Englifh  edition  appears  to  differ  from  the  American  only  in 
the  addition  of  Mr.  Apthorp's  Confiderations,  and  a  corre6lion  of 
the  errors  noted  on  the  lalt  page  of  the  American  edition. 

Diocesan  Library. 

95.  A  DEFENCE  of  the  Observations  on  the  Charter  and  Condudt  of 
the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts,  againfl 
An  anonymous  Pamphlet  falfly  entitled,  A  CANDID  EXAMINA- 
TION of  Dr  Mayhew's  Obfervations  &c  and  also  against  The 
LETTER  to  a  Friend  annexed  thereto,  faid  to  contain  a  Short  Vin- 
dication of  faid  Society,  By  one  of  its  Members.  By  Jonathan 
Mayhew,  D.D.,  Pallor  of  the  Weft  Church  in  Boflon. 

Cannot  my  Tajle  difcern  Perverse  Things.    Job. 

Let  the  Righteous  fmite  me,  it  JJiall  be  a  Kind7iefs ;  and  let  Him 
reprove  me,  itjiiall  be  an  excelle7it  Oyi,  which  JJiall  not  break  my  head. 

K.  David. 

BOSTON :  Printed  and  Sold  by  R.  and  S.  Draper,  in  Newbury- 
Street ;  Edes  and  Gill,  in  Queen  Street ;  and  T.  &  J.  Fleet  in  Corn- 
hill.     1763.     8°.     144. 

Congregational  Library. 

96.  Animadverfions,  Critical  and  Candid,  on  fome  parts  of  Mr.  John  Beach's 
Friendly  Expoftulations.     NEW  YORK.     1763.     12°.     pp.12. 

97. 
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97.  CONSIDERATIONS  on  the  Institution  and  Conduct  of  the  So- 
ciety FOR  THE  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts.  By 
East  Apthorp,  M.  A.  Missionary  at  Cambridge. 

Cum  res  ////  fuas,  quibus  utique  notiores  ese  funt,  accurate  planeque 
doceant ;  hi  vero  quafdam  tantum  iis  de  rebus  fufpiciones,  quas  min- 
ime  perfpedtas  habent,  in  abfurdas  ac  futiles  difputationum  ineptias 
conferant :  utris  obfecro  fidem  habendam  efle  ratio  fuadeat  ?  im6,  in- 
dignum  certe  fuerit,  vel  hoc  quaerere.  Vanos  continuo  ac  mendaces 
efle,  qui  eas  refpuunt,  neceffe  eft.  Euseb.  Praep.  Evang.  i.  iii.  c.  15.  ex 
vers.  Vigeri. 

BOSTON,  NEW-ENGLAND  :  Printed  by  Green  &  Russell,  in 
Queen-Street,  and  Thomas  &  John  Fleet,  in  Cornhill.  mdcclxiii.  8°. 
pp.  24. 

This  paper  is  dedicated  to  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury.  Dr. 
Apthorp  was  born  in  1732,  fon  of  Charles  Apthorp,  a  merchant 
of  Bofton.  He  died  at  Cambridge,  England,  April  16,  1816.  He 
was  educated  at  Jefus's  College,  Cambridge,  England,  and  was  the 
firfl  Redlor  of  Chrift  Church,  Cambridge,  in  Maffachufetts.  He  was 
Prebend  of  Finsbury  in  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  in  London,  after  his 
return  to  England.  He  was  fome  time  Vicar  of  Croydon,  and  fubfe- 
quently  Re6lor  of  Bow  Church  in  London.  He  publifhed  numerous 
fermons  and  difcourfes.  He  achieved  diftin6tion  as  a  writer,  and 
for  learning  and  ability. 

Diocesan  Library. 

98.  Remarks  on  Dr.  Mayhew's,  Incidental  Refle6lions  Relative  to  the 
Church  of  England  As  contained  in  his  Observations  on  the  Char- 
ter and  Condu6l  of  the  Society,  &c.  By  a  Son  of  the  Church  of 
Englattd. 

I  am  for  Peace  :  but  —  they  are  for  War.     Pfahn  120,  7. 
PORTSMOUTH,   Printed  mid  Sold  by  D.  Fowle.      1763.     8°. 

pp.  31- 

The  author  of  this  brochure  is  the  Rev.  Arthur  Browne,  of  Portf- 
mouth,  New  Hampfhire.  He  alfo  wrote  the  Scripture  BiJJiop,  Vide 
No.  37. 

Diocesan  Library.  99. 
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99.  A  Candid  Examination  of  Dr.  Mayhew's  Obfervations  on  the  Char- 
ter AND  Conduct  of  the  Society  for  the  propagation  of  the  Gofpel 
in  foreign  parts.  Interfperf'd  with  a  few  brief  reflexions  upon  fome 
other  of  the  Doctor's  Writings.  To  which  is  added  A  Letter  to  a 
Friend,  Containing  a  fhort  Vindication  of  the  faid  Society  againft 
the  Miftakes  and  Mifreprefentations  of  the  Dodor  in  his  Obfervations 
on  the  Condud  of  that  Society.     By  one  of  its  Members. 

Where  envying  and  flrife  is,  there  is  confufion  and  every  evil  work. 
Out  of  the  fame  mouth  proceedeth  bleffmg  and  curfingo  My  brethren, 
thefe  things  ought  not  fo  to  be.     James  iii.  i6,  lo. 

BOSTON,  NEW-ENGLAND:  Printed  and  Sold  by  Thomas  & 
John  Fleet,  in  Cornhill ;  and  Green  &  Russell,  and  Edes  &  Gill, 
in  Queenftreet,  1763.     8°.     pp.  93. 

The  ninety-three  pages  cover  two  diflin6l  works.  Eighty  pages 
are  by  the  Rev.  Henry  Caner,  D.  D.,  while  the  remaining  pages  are 
by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Johnfon,  D.D. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Caner  was  born  in  1700,  and  graduated  at  Yale 
College  in  1724,  and  was  ordained  in  England  in  1727.  He  was 
firft  fettled  at  Fairfield,  Conne6ticut.  In  1747  he  became  Reftor  of 
King's  Chapel  in  Bofton,  being  indu6led  into  office  April  11  of  that 
year.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  American  Revolution  he  retired 
to  England  March  17,  1775.  The  Univerfity  of  Oxford  conferred 
upon  him  the  degree  of  D.  D.  1766.  He  is  reputed  to  have  been 
one  of  the  moft  popular  preachers  of  the  Englifh  Church  in  New 
England.  This  paper  is  hifhorical  and  able.  Scarcely  an  abler  paper 
was  written  in  oppofition  to  Dr.  Mayhew. 

Diocesan  Library. 

100.  A  Friendly  Expoftulation  with  all  Perfons  concern'd  in  publifhing  a 
late  Pamphlet  entitled  the  real  Advantages  which  Minifters  and  Peo- 
ple may  enjoy  ...  by  conforming  to  the  Church  of  England.  By 
the  Rev.  John  Beach.     NEW  YORK.     1763.     8°.     pp.  48. 

At  the  time  this  paper  was  written  Mr.  Beach  was  under  the  im- 
preffion  that  the  "  late  pamphlet"  was  written  by  the  Rev.  Noah 

Hobart, 
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Hobart,  but  it  is  affigned  by  Prof.  F.  B.  Dexter  in  his    Yale  Gradu- 
ates to  the  Rev.  Noah  Welles. 
Boston  Public  Library. 

101.  A  fhort  Vindication  of  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel, 
&c.  againfl  the  Obje6tions,  Miftakes  and  Mifreprefentations  of  Dr 
Mayhew,  in  his  Obfervations,  on  the  Condu6l  of  that  Society.  By  one 
of  its  Members.     In  a  Letter  to  a  Friend.     1763.     8°.     pp.  12. 

This  brochure  is  included  in  the  paper  by  Dr.  Henry  Caner,  enti- 
tled a  Candid  Examination  of  Dr.  Mayhew' s  Obf elevations,  &c.  No. 
99,  and  occupies  from  page  81  to  page  93.  The  author  was  the 
Rev.  Samuel  Johnfon,  D.  D.,  Re6for  of  Chrift  Church,  Stratford, 
Conne61icut,  for  many  years.  He  was  alfo  the  firft  prefident  of 
King's  College  in  the  City  of  New  York,  now  Columbia  College. 

Diocesan  Library. 

102.  The  Divine  Right  of  Presbyterian  Ordination  asserted  and  the 
Ministerial  Authority,  Claimed  and  Exercised  in  the  Estab- 
lished Churches  of  New-England,  Vindicated  and  Proved  :  in  a 
Discourse  Delivered  at  Stanford,  Lord's-Day,  April  10.  1763. 
By  Noah  Welles,  A.  M.  Pastor  of  a  Church  of  Christ  There. 
Publifhed  at  the  Desire  of  the  Hearers,  With  feme  Enlargements. 

—  "The  Gift  —  which  was  given  thee  —  with  the  laying  on  of  the 
"  hands  of  the  Presbytery.     Apost.  Paul. 

"  Among  the  Ancients,  Presbyters  were  the  fame  with  Bishops. 

Jerom. 

"  Bishops  and  Priests  were  at  one  time,  and  were  not  two  things, 
*'  but  one  Office  in  the  beginning  of  Christ's  religion.  Archbishop 
Cranmer. 

NEW-YORK.  Printed  by  John  Holt  ;  at  the  New  Printing-Office, 
near  the  Royal  Exchange.     1763.     8°.     pp.  v+  78. 

The  Rev.  Noah  Welles  was  born  in  Colchefter,  Conne6ticut, 
September25,  1718;  died  December  31,  1776;  graduated  at  Yale 
College  in  1741  ;  fettled  at  Stanford,  now  written  Stamford,  Con- 
nedticut,  December  31,  1746,  where  he  continued  till  his  death. 

This 
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This  publication  is  an  able  and  fkilful  reftatement  of  the  argu- 
ments of  Dickinfon,  Wigglefvvorth  and  Chauncey. 

It  is  dedicated  to  the  Members  of  the  Church  and  Congregation 
in  the  Firft  Society  in  Stanford.     It  bears  date  May  17,  1763. 

Diocesan  Library. 

103.  Verses  on  Do6lor  Mayhew's  Book  of  Observations  On  the  Char- 
ter and  Conduct  of  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gos- 
pel in  Foreign  Parts  :  With  Notes,  critical  and  explanatory.  By  a 
Gentleman  of  Rhode-IJland  Colony. 

PROVIDENCE,  in  NEW-ENGLAND  :  Printed  and  fold  by  William 
GoDDARD,  at  the  Sign  of  Shakespear's  Head.     1763.     8°.     pp.  19. 

The  text  confifts  of  nine  flanzas  heavily  annotated  with  humorous, 
hiflorical  and  cauftic  remarks.  The  authorfhip  is  affigned  to  Mr. 
John  Aplin,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Ifland.  He  was  a  lawyer  of  dif- 
tin6tion.  Vide  Memoirs  of  the  Rhode  IJlaiid  Bar,  pp.  55-57,  294- 
295  ;  alfo  Hijlory  of  the  Epifcopal  Chitrch  in  Conne£licnt,  by  E. 
Edwards  Beardfley,  D.  D.,  p.  274.  This  pamphlet  was  publifhed 
anonymoufly,  and  we  are  not  aware  that  there  is  any  dire6l  and 
abfolute  evidence  of  its  authorfhip.  In  the  copy  belonging  to  the 
Maffachufetts  Diocefan  Library  is  the  following  in  manufcript. 
"W2  Robinfon's  June  10.  1763,"  and  diredly  under  it  is  "to  D. 
Updike."  Immediately  under  the  printed  words,  "  By  a  Gentleman 
of  Rhode  Ifland  Colony,"  is  the  following  in  manufcript.  "  Mr  Jn° 
Aplin  Att°  at  Law  in  Providence."  This  is  apparently  in  the  fame 
handwriting  as  that  of  "  W™  Robinfon  June  10.  1763."  If  this  be  fo 
it  is  obvious  that  the  authorfhip  was  afTigned  to  Mr.  Aplin  the  fame 
year  of  its  publication. 

Diocesan  Library. 

104.  A  PLEA  for  the  Non-Conformifls  ;  shewing  the  true  State  of  their 
Case,  and  how  far  the  Conformifls'  Separation  from  the  Church  of 
Rome,  for  their  Popifh  Superftitions,  etc.,  introduced  into  the  Service 
of  God,  juftifies  the  No/i-CotforvtiJIs^  Separation  from  them.     In  a 

VOL.  II.  —  36  Letter 
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Letter  to  Dr.  Benjamin  Calamy,  on  his  Sermon,  call'd  Scrupulous 
Coji/cience,  inviting  hereto.  To  which  is  added,  A  Parallel  Scheme  of 
the  Pagan,  Papal  and  Chrijliaii  Rites  and  Ceremonies  ;  and  a  Narra- 
tive of  the  Sufferings  underwent.  By  Thomas  De  Laune.  With  a 
Preface  by  the  Author  of  the  Review.  12°.  pp.  xiv  +  150.  BOS- 
TON :  1763.  Reprinted  by  D.  &  J.  Kneeland  in  Queen-Street  for 
W.  McAlpine,  in  Marlborough-Street,  1763. 

The  firft  edition  appears  to  have  been  iffued  in  England  as  early 
as  1684.  This  reprint  in  Bofton  in  1763  w^as  undoubtedly  intended 
to  meet  the  exigency  of  the  times. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

105.  An  Answer  to  Dr.  Mayhew's  Obfervations  on  the  CHARTER  and 
CONDUCT  OF  the  SOCIETY  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel 
in  Foreign  Parts. 

LONDON  Printed  for  John  Rivington,  at  the  Bible  and  Crown 
in  St.  PauFs  Church-yard.  M,DCC,LXIV.  8°.  pp.  (>%.  An  Ameri- 
can edition  was  alfo  iffued. 

The  author  of  this  anfwer  to  Dr.  Mayhew's  Obfervations  was  the 
Rt.  Rev.  Thomas  Seeker,  LL.D.,  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury.  He 
was  born  in  1693,  and  died  in  1768.  He  was  for  many  years  an 
adtive  member  of  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel  in 
Foreign  Parts,  and  was  its  prefident  when  he  wrote  this  pamphlet. 
He  was  able,  learned,  and  judicious. 

Diocesan  Library. 

106.  A  Defence  of  the  Observations  on  the  Charter  and  Conduct  of 
the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts, 
Against  An  anonymous  Pamphlet  falfely  intitled,  A  Candid  Exami- 
nation of  Dr.  Mayhew's  Obfervations,  &c.  And  Also  Against  The 
Letter  to  a  Friend  annexed  thereto,  faid  to  contain  a  Short  Vin- 
dication of  faid  Society,  by  one  of  its  Members.  By  Jonathan 
Mayhew,  D.  D.  Paftor  of  the  West  Church  in  Bojlon. 

Cannot  my  Tajle  di/cern  Perverse  Things  1     Iob. 

Let 
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Let  the  Righteous  fmite  me,  itJJiall  be  a  Kindnefs ;  and  let  Him  re- 
prove me,  it  JJiall  be  an  excellent  Oyl,  which  JJiall  not  break  my  Head. 

K.  David. 
BOSTON  printed:  LONDON  reprinted  for  W.  Nicoll,  in  St.PauVs 
Church-Yard.     M,DCCLXIV.     8°.     120  pp. 

Diocesan  Library. 

107.  An  Answer  to  a  Candid  Examination,  &c.  By  Jonathan  Mayhew, 
BOSTON.     1764.    8°. 

This  title  appears  in  Thomas's  Hijlory  of  Printing,  and  is  found 
alfo  in  Dr.  H.  M.  Dexter's  Bibliography,  and  in  the  laft  work  a  copy 
is  faid  to  be  in  the  Library  of  Harvard  College.  No  publication 
having  this  title,  however,  is  found  in  that  Library,  nor  is  this  title  to 
be  found  in  any  catalogue  of  that,  or  any  other  Library,  which  we 
have  examined. 

108.  The  Claims  of  the  Church  of  England  Serioujly  Examined:  in  A  LET- 
TER TO  THE  Author  of  an  answer  to  Dr.  Mayhew's  observations 
ON  the  Charter  and  Conduct  of  the  Society  for  Propagating  the 
Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts.  By  a  Protestant  Dissenter  of  Old  Eng- 
land. LONDON  :  Printed  for  W.  Nicholl  in  S'  PauFs  Church-yard. 
1764.     8°.     pp.  28. 

Harvard  College  Library. 

109.  Remarks  on  an  Anonymous  Tract  Entitled  An  Answer  to  Dr. 
Mayhew's  Observations  On  the  Charter  and  Conduct  of  the 
Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts.  Being  A 
Second  Defence  of  the  faid  Obfervations.  By  Jonathan  Mayhew, 
D.  D.  Pallor  of  the  West  Church  in  Bofton. 

BOSTON :  Printed  and  Sold  by  R.  and  S.  Draper,  in  Newbury- 
Street ;  Edes  and  Gill,  in  Queen-Street ;  and  T.  &  J.  Fleet,  in  Corn- 
hill.     1764.     8°.     86  pp.  Vide. 

Diocesan  Library. 

110.  A  Familiar  Conference  upon  fome  Antinomian  Tracts,  fometimes 
mifcalled  The  DoHrines  of  Sovereign  Free  Grace ;  with  fome  Remarks 

upon 
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upon  a  Pamphlet  entitled  Animadverfions,  Critical  and  Candid.    NEW 
YORK.     1764.     8°. 

This  pamphlet,  by  the  Rev.  John  Beach,  was  publifhed  anony- 
moufly.  An  imperfe6l  copy  is  in  the  Library  of  the  Conne6licut 
Hiftorical  Society.  Vide  Yale  Graduates,  Vol.  I.  p.  243,  by  Prof. 
F.  B.  Dexter. 

111.  Remarks  on  an  Anonymous  Tract  Entitled  an  Answer  to  Dr. 
Mayhew's  Observations  on  the  Charter  and  Conduct  of  the  So- 
ciety for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts.  Being  A 
Second  Defence  of  the  Observations.  [In  which  the  Scheme  of 
fending  Bifhops  to  America  is  particularly  confidered  ;  and  the  Incon- 
veniences that  might  refult  from  it  to  that  Country,  if  put  into  Execu- 
tion, both  in  civil  2a\d  religious  Refpe6ls,  are  reprefented.]  By  Jona- 
than Mayhew,  D.  D.  Paftor  of  the  West  Church  in  Boston. 

BOSTON  in  NEW  ENGLAND,  printed  mdcclxiv.  LONDON, 
Reprinted  for  W.  Nicoll,  at  the  Paper  Mill,  in  St.  Paul's  Church- 
Yard,    md.cclxv.    Price  One  Shilling  and  Six  Pence.     8°.     pp.  87. 

This  is  a  reprint  of  a  pamphlet  printed  in  1764  in  Bofton,  vi^ith 
an  addition  in  the  titlepage. 
Diocesan  Library. 

112.  A  REVIEW  of  Dr  Mayhew's  REMARKS  on  the  answer  to  his 
Observations  on  the  Charter  and  Conduct  of  the  SOCIETY  for 
THE  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts.  By  East  Apthorp, 
M.  A. 

//  is  the  duty  of  all  men,  how  much  foever  they  differ  in  opinion,  to 
agree  in  mutual  good-will  and  kind  behaviour.  Anfw.  to  Dr.  M.'s  Ob- 
fervations,  p.  68. 

LONDON  :  Printed  for  John  Rivington,  at  the  Bible  and  Crown  in 
St.  Paul's  Church-yard.     m,dcclxv.     8°.     pp.65. 
Diocesan  Library. 

113.  Remarks   on  a  Familiar  Conference.      By    David  Judson.     1765? 
Vide  Yale  Graduates,  by  F.  B.  Dexter.     Vol.  I.  p.  602. 

114. 
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114.  A  Second  Familiar  Conference  upon  fome  Antinomian  Tenets 
occafioned  by  Mr.  David  Judfon's  Remarks  upon  the  firlt.  NEW 
YORK.     1765.     8°. 

The  author  was  the  Rev.  John  Beach. 

115.  Letters  to  a  Friend.  In  Anfwer  to  a  Second  Conference.  Publifhed 
by  an  Anonymous  Author.     NEW  HAVEN.     1766.     4°.     pp.  19. 

The  author  of  this  tra6t  was  the  Rev.  David  Judfon,  in  anfwer  to 
the  Rev.  John  Beach. 

116.  A  Defence  of  the  Epifcopal  Government  of  the  Church  Con- 
taining Remarks  On  two  late,  noted  Sermons  o?i  Presbyterian  Ordina- 
tion. By  Jeremiah  Leaming,  A.  M.  Miffionary  at  Norwalk,  from  the 
venerable  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel  in  foreign  Parts. 

Rev.  Chap.  ii.  2.  Thou  haft  tried  them  which  fay  they  are  Apoflles, 
and  are  not. 

I  Cor.  xii.  28  and  29,  God  hath  fet fome  in  his  Church,  firfl  Apoflles 
fecondly  Prophets,  thirdly  Teachers.  Are  all  Apoflles  ?  Are  all  Proph- 
ets ?     Are  all  Teachers  ? 

NEW- YORK.  Printed  by  John  Holt,  at  the  Exchange,  m,dcclxvi. 
8°.     pp.73. 

This  treatife  is  prefaced  by  a  letter  addreffed  to  the  author  by 
Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon,  the  firft  prefident  of  King's  College,  New 
York.  The  Rev.  Jeremiah  Leaming  was  born  17 17,  and  died  on 
September  15,  1804.  He  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1745  ;  he  re- 
ceived the  honorary  degree  of  Do6lor  in  Divinity  from  Columbia 
College  in  1789.  He  was  an  able  and  fkilful  controverfial  writer. 
In  this  treatife  he  deals  with  the  fubjeft  on  the  grounds  of  the 
Scripture  and  the  early  hiftory  of  the  Church.  He  incidentally 
anfwers  the  arguments  of  Dr.  Charles  Chauncy  in  his  Dudleian  lec- 
ture and  those  of  the  Rev.  Noah  Welles  in  his  Sermon  on  the  divine 
right  of  Presbyterian  ordination.  Some  account  of  Dr.  Leaming 
may  be  found  in  "  Yale  Graduates,"  Vol.  H.,  by  F.  B.  Dexter.  A 
fequel  to  the  Defence  was  publifhed  by  Dr.  Leaming  in  1770. 

Diocesan  Library. 
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117.  A  SERMON  Preached  before  the  Incorporated  Society  for  the 
Propagation  of  the  Go/pel  i?i  Foreign  Parts  ;  at  their  ANNIVERSARY 
MEETING  IN  THE  PariQi  Church  of  St.  Mary-Le-Bow,  on  Friday 
February  20.  1767  By  the  Right  Rev.  Father  in  God,  John  Lord 
Biihop  of  Landaff. 

LONDON  :  Printed  by  E.  Owen  and  T.  Harrison  in  Warwick- 
Lane.     MDCCLXVII. 

The  Bifhop  of  Landaff,  the  Right  Rev.  John  Ewer,  D.  D.,  was 
confecrated  in  1761.  He  publifhed  feveral  difcourfes.  Parts  of  the 
above  difcourfe  were  criticifed  and  cenfured  by  both  the  Rev- 
Charles  Chauncey,  D.D.,  of  Bofton,  and  by  the  Hon.  William 
Livingflon,  of  Elizabethtown,  New  Jerfey. 

Diocesan  Library. 

118.  A  Vindication  of  the  Validity  and  Divine  Right  of  Presbyte- 
rian Ordination,  as  Set  Forth  in  Dr.  Chaunct's  Sermon  at  the 
Dudleian  Lecture,  and  Mr.  Welles'  Discourse  upon  the  fame 
Subject.  In  Answer  to  the  Exceptions  of  Mr.  Jeremiah  Leaming, 
contained  in  his  late  Defence  of  the  Episcopal  Government  of 
the  Church.  By  Noah  Welles,  A.  M.  Paflor  of  the  firft  Church 
in  Stanford. 

"  But  be  ye  not  called  Rabbi :  for  one  is  your  Master,  even  Christ, 
"  and  all  ye  are  Brethren."     Matt.  23,  8. 

"  Feed  the  flock  of  God,  .  .  .  neither  as  being  Lords  over  God's 
heritage."     i.  Pet.  5.  2,  3. 

''Eam  traditionem,  quae  eft  ab  Apostolis,  quae  per  fuccefTione 
"  Presbyterorum  cufloditur,  provocamus."     Iraen.  Lib.  3.  c.  2,  p.  170. 

NEW-HAVEN :  Printed  by  Samuel  Green,  for  Roger  Sherman. 
M,DCC,LXVn.     8°.     pp.  159. 

Diocesan  Library. 

119.  A  Dissent  from  the  Church  of  England,  Fully  juftified:  And 
proved  the  genuine  and  juft  Confequence  of  the  Allegiance  due  to 
Christ,  the  only  Lawgiver  in  the  Church.  Being  the  Dissenting 
Gentleman's  three  Letters  and  Postscript,  In  Anfwer  to  Mr  John 

White's 
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White's  on  that  Subjedl  To  which  is  Added,  A  Letter  to  a  Bishop, 
(Svr.    The  Fourth  Edition. 

BOSTON:  Printed  mdcclxviii.     8°.     pp.  vi  +  324. 

The  author  was  the  Rev.  Micaiah  Towgood. 
Diocesan  Library. 

120.  OBSERVATIONS  on  Several  Paffages  in  a  SERMON  Preached  by 
William  Warburton,  Lord  Bifhop  of  Gloucester,  Before  the  Society 
for  Propagating  the  Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts  :  On  Friday  February 
21,  1766.  Wherein  Our  Colonies  are  defended  againfl  his  moft  in- 
jurious and  abufive  Reflexions.  By  Andrew  Croswell,  V.  D.  M.  in 
Boston. 

Whofe  Mouths  imijl  be  flopped.     Tit.  i.  ch.  v.  11. 
BOSTON,  NEW-ENGLAND :  Printed  and  Sold  by  Thomas  and 
John  Fleet  at  the  Heart  and  Crown.,  in  Cornhill.     1 768.    8°.    pp.  t^Z- 

Mr.  Crofwell  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1728.  He  pub- 
liflied  many  controverfial  papers  on  various  fubje6ls.  He  was  fet- 
tled in  Groton,  Conne6licut,  and  fubfequently  in  Bofton.  He  died 
in  1785. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

121.  A  Defence  of  the  Three  Letters,  to  a  Gentleman  Diffenting  from 
the  Church  of  England,  Againfl  a  Pamphlet,  entitled,  The  Dissent- 
ing Gentleman's  Answer  to  the  Reverend  Mr  White's  Three  Letters, 
&?  By  John  White  B.  D.  fometime  Fellow  of  S'  JoJui's  College, 
Cambridge.     Second  Edition. 

LONDON,  Printed  for  C.  Davis,  againfl  Gray's  lufi,  Holboiirn: 
and  W.  Craighton  at  Ipfwich.     mdccxlviii.     8°.     44  pp. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  White's  firft  letter  was  dated  1743,  and  his  lafl  two 
bore  the  date  of  1745.  The  anfwer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Towgood,  to 
which  this  is  a  rejoinder,  appeared  probably  in  the  laft  part  of  the 
year  1746. 

Diocesan  Library. 

122.  A  Second  DEFENCE  of  the  THREE  LETTERS  to  a  gentleman 
Diffenting  from  the  Church  of  England  againfl  a  Pamphlet,  entitled, 

The 
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The  Diffenting  Gentleman'' s  Second  Letter  to  the  Reverend  Mr  White, 
in  a7ifwer  to  his  Third  Letter  «&c  To  which  is  added  An  Appendix, 
Being  a  Vindication  of  the  former  Defence  againfl  the  Diffenting 
Gentleman's  Pojlfcript  to  his  Second  Letter  &c.  By  John  White, 
B.  D.  Sometime  Fellow  of  Si  John's  College,  Cambridge. 

It  coJicerns  every  Man  who  feparates  frojn  any  ChurdCs  Communion, 
even  as  much  as  his  Salvation  is  worth,  to  look  mojl  carefully  to  it,  that 
the  Caufe  of  his  Sepa?-ation  be  jufl  and  neceffary  :  For  unlefs  it  be  necef- 
fary,  it  can  very  hardly  be  fufficient.     ChilHngworth  c.  v.  §  50. 

LONDON:    Printed  for  C.  Davis  againfl    Grays  Inn,  Holbourn ; 
and  W.  Craighton  at  Ipfwich.     mdccxlviii.     (Price  Two  Shillings.) 
8°.     pp.  152. 
Diocesan  Library. 

123.  A  Dissent  from  the  Church  of  England  fully  juflified :  And 
proved  the  genuine  and  juft  Confequence  of  the  Allegiance  due  to 
Christ,  the  only  Lawgiver  in  the  Church.  Being  the  Dissenting 
Gentlemans  three  Letters  and  Postscript,  in  Anfwer  to  Mr  John 
White's  on  that  Subjea.  To  which  is  added,  A  Letter  to  a  Bishop, 
&c.     The  Fourth  Edition. 

BOSTON :  Printed,     mdcclxviii.     8°.     pp.  234. 

A  volume  was  printed  in  Bofton  in  1748,  twenty  years  previous 
to  the  iffue  of  this  volume,  containing  the  Diffenting  Gentleman's 
two  letters  and  a  poftfcript,  being  the  fame  as  this  volume  from  the 
firft  to  the  134th  page,  and  was  called  the  fifth  edition,  printed  by 
Rogers  and  Fowle  in  Queen  Street. 

Both  volumes  were  printed  anonymoufly.  The  author,  however, 
was  the  Rev.  Micaiah  Towgood,  a  diffenting  divine  born  in  Axmin- 
fter,  England,  in  1700,  who  died  in  Exeter,  1792.  He  publifhed  a 
volume  in  1739,  entitled  the  Diff enter' s  Apology,  which  may  have 
fuggeffced  the  Rev.  Mr.  White's  Three  Letters  to  a  diffenting  gen- 
tleman. The  publication  of  his  work  in  Bofton  in  1748,  and  again 
in  1768,  fliows  how  highly  he  was  eftimated  in  New  England  as  a 
controverfialift  on  that  fubje6t. 

Diocesan  Library. 
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124.  A  Collection  of  Tracts  from  the  late  Newspapers  &c  Contain- 
ing  PARTICULARLY  ThE  AMERICAN   WHIG.       A  WhIP   for   the    AMERICAN 

Whig,  with  some  other  pieces,  on  the  Subje6l  of  the  Refidence  of 

Proteftant  Bifliops  in  the  American  Colonies,  and  in  anfwer  to  the 

writers  who  oppofed  it  &c. 

NEW  YORK:   Printed  by  John  Holt   at  the  Exchange.     1768. 

8°.  Vol.  I.  pp.  431.  Vol.11.  1769.  pp.406. 
The  oflenfible  reafon  for  the  appearance  of  thefe  feveral  papers 
was  the  publication  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Chandler's  appeal  to  the  public 
in  behalf  of  the  Church  of  England  in  America.  They  are  written 
in  the  airy  ftyle  and  charader  of  political  fquibs.  They  appeared 
in  the  principal  newfpapers  of  the  day,  fuch  as  "  Parker's  New  York 
Gazette,"  "  Gain's  New  York  Gazette,"  the  **  Pennfylvania  Journal," 
the  "  New  York  Journal,"  the  "  Pennfylvania  Chronicle,"  and  the 
"  Bofton  Gazette."  They  were  plainly  intended  for  political  effea. 
What  influence  they  exerted  it  is  difficult  to  tell,  probably  not 
very  great.  A  third  volume  was  propofed,  but  failed  for  want  of 
fubfcribers. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

125.  A  Leiter  to  a  Friend,  Containing  Remarks  on  certain  Paffages  in  a 
Sermon,  preached  by  the  Right  Reverend  John,  Lord  Bifhop  of  Lan- 
daff,  before  the  incorporated  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gof- 
pel  in  foreign  Parts,  at  the  anniverfary  Meeting,  in  the  Parifh  Church 
of  St.  Mary  Le  Bow,  London,  February  20,  1767  ;  in  which  the  high- 
efl  Reproach  is  undefervedly  cafl  upon  the  American  Colonies.  By 
Charles  Chauncy,  D.D.  Paftor  of  the  firfl  Church  of  Chrifl  in  Boflon. 
BOSTON,   in    N.    E.     printed    mdcclxvii.      LONDON,    reprinted 

MDCCLXVIII. 

With  a  Supplement,  Containing  an  Anfwer  to  the  Plea  of  T.  B. 
Chandler,  D.D.  of  New  Jerfey,  for  American  Bifhops  :  Wherein  his 
Reafonings  are  fhewn  to  be  fallacious,  and  his  Claims  indefenfible. 
By  a  Presbyter  in  Old  England.  LONDON,  printed  for  S.  Bladon, 
in  Paternofler-row.     mdcclxvul     8°.     pp.  80.     Letter  and  poflfcript 

42.     Supplement  38. 

The 
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The  author  of  the  fupplement,  by  a  Presbyter  in  Old  England,  is 
fuppofed  to  have  been  the  Rev.  Caleb  Fleming.  The  proof  is  not 
abfolute,  but  traditional.  In  the  copy  before  me  the  name  C. 
Fleming  is  inferted  chirographically,  and  likevvife  in  a  copy  of  the 
appeal  is  this  written :  "  A  Supplement  to  Dr.  Chauncey's  Letter  to 
Mr.  T.  B.  Chandler's,  1758,  by  Dr.  Caleb  Fleming."  Allibone  fays 
that  Dr.  Fleming  was  born  in  1698,  and  died  1779,  that  he  pubhflied 
many  controverfial  treatifes. 

Diocesan  Library. 

126.  A  Letter  to  the  Rev.  Thomas  Bradbury  Chandler  concerning  an 
American  Bishop  in  Anfwer  to  the  Appendices  to  his  Appeal  by  Anti- 
Epifcopalian.     NEW  YORK,  1768.     8°.     pp.20. 

127.  A  Letter  to  the  Right  Reverend  Father  in  God,  John,  Lord  Bifhop 
of  Landaff  ;  Occafioned  by  Some  Paffages  in  his  Lordfliip's  Sermon, 
on  the  20th  of  February^  1767,  in  which  the  American  Colonies  are 
loaded  with  great  and  undeferved  Reproach.  By  William  Livingston. 
BOSTON  :  Re-printed  and  Sold  by  Kneeland  and  Adams  next  to 
the  Treafurer's  Office,  in  Milk-Jlreet.     mdcclxviii.     8°.     pp.  26. 

William  Livingfton  was  born  in  Albany,  New  York,  November 
30  ?  1723  ;  died  in  Elizabethtovvn,  New  Jerfey,  July  25,  1790;  grad- 
uated at  Yale  College  in  1741  ;  received  the  degree  of  LL.D.,  1788 ; 
was  Governor  of  New  Jerfey  from  1776  to  his  death  ;  was  the  author 
of  poems  and  numerous  political  trafts. 

The  Bifhop  of  Landafif,  Dr.  John  Ewer,  in  the  "  paffages  "  ob- 
je6led  to,  did  not  name  any  particular  colonies,  but  ftated  that  the 
adventurers  "  were  found  in  many  parts  living  without  remembrance 
or  knowledge  of  God,  without  any  divine  worfliip,  in  diffolute 
wickednefs  and  the  moft  brutal  profligacy  of  manners."  Mr. 
Livingfton's  obje6l  is  to  fliow  that  the  Bifhop  referred  to  the  "  ad- 
venturers "  of  New  England,  and  that  the  charge  was  untrue  and 
confequently  unjuft.  For  fome  account  of  Mr.  Livingfton,  vide 
Graduates  of  Yale  College,  by  Prof.  F.  B.  Dexter,  Vol.  L  p.  6Z2. 
Diocesan  Library. 
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128.  A  Vindication  of  the  Bishop  of  Landafi's  Sermon  from  the  grofs 
mifreprefetitatmis  and  abufive  reflections  contained  in  Mr.  William 
Livingston's  letter  to  his  Lordfliip :  with  fome  additional  obfervations 
on  certain  paffages  in  Dr  Chauncey's,  &c.  By  a  Lover  of  Truth  and 
Dece7icy.     NEW  YORK  :  J.  Holt,  1768.     8°.     pp.  viii+  82. 

129.  An  Appeal  to  the  Public,  in  Behalf  of  the  Church  of  England 
in  America.  By  Thomas  Bradbury  Chandler,  D.  D.  Redlor  of  Sto 
John's  Church,  in  Elizabeth-Town,  New  Jerfey,  and  Miffionary  from 
the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel  in  foreign  Parts.  The 
Second  Edition,  corredled  by  the  Author. 

"  We  defire  a  fair  Trial — if  we  are  guilty,  pu7iifji  us  ;  if  we  are 
"  innocent,  prote^  usT     Justin  Martyr. 

NEW  YORK  Printed,  LONDON  Reprinted  for  John  and  Fran- 
cis Rivington  at  the  Bible  and  Crown  (No.  62)  in  St.  Paul's  Church- 
Yard.     MDCCLXIX.     8°.     pp.  xi  +  iiS. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Chandler  was  born  in  Woodftock,  Connedlicut, 
April  26,  1726;  he  died  June  17,  1790  ;  graduated  at  Yale  College 
in  1745,  and  received  Holy  Orders  in  the  Church  of  England  in 
1 75 1.  He  became  Re6lor  of  St.  John's  Church,  Elizabethtovv^n, 
New  Jerfey,  the  fame  year,  in  which  office  he  continued  till  his 
death,  although  he  was  abfent  in  England  during  the  Revolution  for 
feveral  years. 

The  defign  of  this  appeal  to  the  public  was  to  explain  the  plan 
for  the  introdu6lion  of  an  American  Epifcopate,  and  to  remove  the 
prejudices  and  obje6lions  which  had  been  created  and  widely  pro- 
mulgated. The  text  of  the  work,  including  an  appendix  of  nine 
pages,  occupies  118  pages,  while  its  dedication  to  the  Rt.  Rev, 
Thomas  Seeker,  D.  D.,  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  covers  eight 
pages,  and  three  in  addition  are  given  to  an  advertifement  to  the 
reader.  The  whole  fubjedt  is  treated  with  clearnefs  and  detail.  It 
is  perhaps  the  moft  important  paper  publifhed  relating  to  an  Amer- 
ican Epifcopate.  This  is  a  reprint,  with  corre6lions  by  the  author, 
from  an  edition  printed  in  New  York  in  1767.  8°.  pp.  xii  +  127. 
Diocesan  Library. 

130. 


292  Bibliography. 

130.  The  APPEAL  to  the  Public  Answered,  In  Behalf  of  the  Non- 
Episcopal  Churches  in  America  ;  Containing  Remarks  on  what  Dr. 
Thomas  Bradbury  Chandler  has  advanced,  on  the  four  following 
Points.  The  Original  and  Nature  of  the  Episcopal  Office.  Reafons 
for  fending  Bishops  to  America.  The  Plan  on  which  it  is  propofed  to 
fend  them,  And  the  Objections  againfl  fending  them  obviated  and 
refuted.  Wherein  the  Reasons  for  an  American  Episcopate  are 
Ihewn  to  be  infufficient,  and  the  Objections  againft  it  in  full  Force. 
By  Charles  Chauncy,  D.  D.  And  Pallor  of  the  Firft  Church  of  Chrift 
in  Bojlon.  BOSTON  :  N.  E.  Printed  by  Kneeland  and  Adams,  in 
Milk- Street,  iox  Thomas  Leverett,  in  Corn-Hill.    1768.    8°.   pp.  205. 

Diocesan  Library. 

131.  The  Appeal  Defended  :  or,  the  Proposed  AMERICAN  Episco- 
pate Vindicated,  in  Answer  to  the  Objections  and  Misrepre- 
sentations OF  Dr.  Chauncy  and  Others.  By  Thomas  Bradbury 
Chandler,  D.  D. 

There  are  fome  Spirits  in  the  World,  who,  unlefs  they  are  in  a6lual 
PoffeflTion  of  Defpotifm  themfelves,  are  daily  haunted  with  the  Appre- 
henfion  of  being  fubjecSl  to  it  in  others  ;  and  who  feem  to  fpeak  and 
adl  under  the  flrange  Perfuafion,  that  everything  fhort  of  Perfecution 
againfl  what  they  diflike,  mull  terminate  in  the  Perfecution  of  them- 
felves. Lett,  to  the  Author  of  the  Cotifeffional.  NEW- YORK  :  Printed 
by  Hugh  Gaine,  at  the  Bible  and  Crown,  in  Hanover-Square,  1769. 
8°.  pp.  9-1-268. 
Diocesan  Library. 

132.  A  Letter  to  the  Right  Honorable  Horatio  Walpole,  Efq. ;  Written 
Jan.  9,  1750-1,  By  the  Right  Reverend  Thomas  Secker,  LL.D.,  Lord 
Bishop  of  Oxford  :  Concerning  Bishops  in  America.  LONDON  : 
Printed  for  J.  and  F.  Rivington,  at  the  Bible  and  Crown,  in  St.  Paul's 
Church-Yard,     mdcclxix.     8°^     pp.  28. 

This  is  a  very  important  hiftorical  letter,  relating  to  an  American 
Epifcopate.  Archbifhop  Secker  left  this  Letter  in  manufcript,  writ- 
ten when  he  was  Bilhop  of  Oxford,  and  requefted  that  it  be  printed 
after  his  death. 

Diocesan  Library.  133. 
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133.  A  SECOND  DEFENCE  of  the  EPISCOPAL  GOVERNMENT  of 
the  CHURCH,  Containing  REMARKS  on  the  Objedions  advanced 
by  Mr  Noah  Welles  againft  the  Church  of  England;  in  a  piece  enti- 
tled, A  Vifidication  of  the  Validity  and  Divine  Right  of  Presbyterian 
Ordination.  By  Jeremiah  Leaming,  A.M.  Miffionary  at  Norwalk, 
from  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel  in  foreign  Parts. 

I  withflood  him  to  the  face,  becaufe  he  was  to  be  blamed.  S\ 
Paul. 

For  not  he  that  commendeth  himfelf  is  approved,  but  whom  the  Lord 
commendeth.     S'.  Paul. 

NEW  YORK,  Printed  by  John  Holt  at  the  Exchange.  1770.  8°. 
pp.  3  +  81. 

Harvard  College  Library. 

134.  A  Reply  to  Dr.  Chandler's  '  Appeal  Defended  : '  Wherein  His 
Miflakes  are  redlified,  his  falfe  Arguing  refuted,  and  the  Objections 
againft  the  Planned  American  Episcopate  fhewn  to  remain  in  full 
Force,  notwithftanding  all  he  has  offered  to  render  them  invalid.  By 
Charles  Chauncy,  D.D.  Paftor  of  the  Firft  Church  in  Boston. 

'  When  fuch  as  our  Diocefan  fprang  up,  the  Church  was  prefently 
broke  into  Pieces,  and  by  odious  Contentions  and  Divifions  became  a 
Scandal  and  Scorn  to  Unbelievers.  To  read  but  the  Afis  of  Comicils, 
and  the  If  if  lory  of  the  Church,  and  there  find  the  horrid  Contentions  of 
Prelates  agaififl  each  other ;  the  Parties  which  they  made,  their  running 
up  and  down  the  World  to  Princes,  and  Rulers,  atid  Synods,  to  bear 
down  07ie  another  ;  it  will  do  as  much  to  grieve  ajid  aniaze  the  Soul  of  a 
fober  Chrifliati,  as  almofl  any  Hiflory  in  the  World  he  cati  perufe^ 
Baxter's  Treatife  of  Epifcopacy.     P.  165. 

BOSTON :  Printed  by  Daniel  Kneeland,  oppofite  the  Probate- 
Ofifice,  in  Queen-Street,  for  Thomas  Leverett,  in  Corn-Hill.  8*^. 
pp.  yiii  +  180  +  10.     MjDCCjLXX. 

Diocesan  Library. 

135.  Some  hints  for  all,  who  will  take  them,  by  a  Church  of  England 
man.     PHILADELPHIA.     1770.     8°. 

136. 
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136.  A  Critical  COMMENTARY  on  Archbifhop  Secker's  Letter  to 
THE  Right  Honourable  Horatio  Walpole,  Concerning  Bishops  in 

America. 

—  Meditor  ejje  affabilis, 

Et  bene  procedit.  — 

Paulatim  plebem  primubim  facio  meant. 
LONDON:     Printed    for   E.   and    C.    Dilly,    in    the    Poultry. 

MDCCLXX.       8°.      pp.   III. 

An  American  edition  was  iffued  in  "  Philadelphia  :  Printed  and 
fold  by  John  Dunlap,  at  Neweft  Printing  Office,  in  Market-Street. 
MDCCLXxi.  8°.  pp.  72.  The  American  edition  contains  fix  pages 
of  additional  matter,  entitled  Extract  of  two  Notes  from  Dr. 
Philip  Furneaux's  Letters  to  the  Honorable  Mr  Justice 
Blackstone.  At  the  end  of  the  text,  before  the  extra6l  inferted  is  the 
following  note  :  — 

"The  foregoing  Critical  Commentary,  and  the  Postscript,  is 
handed  to  us  as  written  by  Francis  Blackburne,  M.A.  Arch-Deacon 
of  Cleveland,  in  YorkfJiireJ'^ 

Diocesan  Library. 

137.  The  Appeal  Farther  Defended;  in  Answer  to  the  Farther 
Misrepresentations  of  Dr.  Chauncy.  By  Thomas  B.  Chand- 
ler, D.D. 

Not  nfing  your  Liberty  for  a  Cloak  of  Malicioufnefs.     St.  Peter. 

If  the  Presbyterian  Parity  had  any  Place  in  the  primitive  Times  as 
fome  do  imagine,  it  mufl  needs  have  been  an  intolerable  Kind  of  Gov- 
ernment, fince  all  on  the  fudden,  it  was  univerfally  aboliflied.  Mau- 
rice again  ft  Baxter. 

NEW-YORK:  Printed  by  Hugh  Gaine,  at  his  Book    Store  and 
Printing-office,   in    Hanover-Square.      m,dcc,lxxi.      8°.     pp.  vi  + 
240. 
Diocesan  Library. 

138.  A  Compleat  View  of  Episcopacy  As  Exhibited  from  the  Fathers 
of  the  Christian  Church,  until  the  Clofe  of  the  Second  Century ; 

containing 
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CONTAINING  An  Impartial  Account  of  them,  of  their  Writings,  and 
of  what  they  fay  concerning  Bishops  and  Presbyters  ;  With  Obser- 
vations, AND  Remarks,  Tending  to  fhew,  that  they  efleemed  thefe 
One  and  the  Same  Order  of  Ecclefiaflical  Officers.  In  Answer  To 
thofe,  who  have  reprefented  it  as  a  Certain  Fact,  univerfally  handed 
down,  even  from  the  Apollles'  Days,  that  Governing  and  Ordaining 
Authority  was  exercifed  by  fuch  Bifliops  only,  as  were  of  an  Order 
Superior  to  Presbyters.  By  Charles  Chauncy,  D.D.  Pallor  of  the 
Firfl  Church  of  Christ  in  Boston. 

"  I  hope  my  Reader  will  fee  what  weak  Proofs  are  brought  for  this 
"  Diftin6lion  and  Superiority  of  Order  [i.  e.  between  Bilhops  and 
"  Presbyters.]  No  Scripture,  no  primitive  general  Council,  no  general 
''Confent  of  primitive  Do6lors  and  Fathers,  no,  not  one  primitive 
"  Father  of  Note,  fpeaking  particularly,  and  home,  to  our  purpofe." 
Bifhop  Croft's  Naked  Truth,  P.  47. 

BOSTON  :  Printed  by  Daniel  Kneeland,  in  Queen-Street,  for 
Thomas  Leverett,  in  Corn-hill.     m,dcc,lxxl     8°.    pp.  xiv  -f  474. 

This  volume  is  moftly  occupied  in  analyzing  the  writings  of  the 
early  fathers  of  the  church,  and  in  fhowing  from  his  point  of  view, 
by  a  kind  of  anamorphofis,  that  they  do  not  teach  the  exiftence  of 
Epifcopacy  in  the  early  Church,  The  fathers  are  mentioned  one  by 
one,  their  writings  are  fpecified,  and  what  they  fay  with  reference 
to  epifcopacy  is  ftated,  together  with  his  own  obfervations  and 
remarks. 

An  advertifement  appeared  in  the  "News-Letter"  of  May  30, 
1734,  reprefenting  that  a  complete  view  of  the  firft  two  hundred 
years  after  Chrift  touching  Epifcopacy,  was  in  preparation  for  the 
prefs,  and  alking  fubfcriptions.  This  propofal  was  by  Dr.  Chauncey. 
The  fubfcriptions  did  not  warrant  the  publication.  In  the  preface 
to  this  volume  the  author  fays  the  materials  were  colle6led  more 
than  twenty  years  ago,  and  would  have  been  publifhed  at  that  time 
had  it  not  been  thought  unfeafonable. 

Diocesan  Library. 
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139.  An  Address  from  the  Clergy  of  New-York  and  New-Jersey  to 
THE  Episcopalians  in  Virginia  ;  Occasioned  by  Some  Late  Transac- 
tions IN  THAT  Colony  Relative  to  an  American  Episcopate. 

Quis  Furor  ifte  tiovus  ?     Quo  nunc,  quo  tenditis,  inquit. 

—  non  Hoftem,  inimicaque  Caflra 
Argivum  :    Vejlras  Spes,  uritis.  —  Virg.  ^n.  v.  670. 
NEW-YORK  :  Printed  by  Hugh  Gaine  at  the  Bible  and  Crown  in 
Hanover-Square.      1771.     8°.     pp.  58. 

This  little  treatife  was  figned  by  order  of  the  clergy  by  a  commit- 
tee, viz.,  Samuel  Auchmuty,  D.  D.,  Thomas  B.  Chandler,  D.  D., 
Myles  Cooper,  LL.D.,  John  Ogilvie,  D.D.,  Richard  Charlton,  M.  A., 
Samuel  Seabury,  M.  A.,  Charles  Inglis,  M.  A.,  Abraham  Beach, 
M.  A.  Hiftorically,  it  is  a  paper  of  great  importance.  It  gives  a 
complete  hiftory  from  the  beginning  of  the  fteps  taken  to  obtain  an 
American  Epifcopate.  Its  chief  purpofe  was  to  corre6l  the  falfe 
impreffion  entertained  by  fome  of  the  clergy  of  Virginia  as  to  the 
official  power  to  be  exercifed  by  the  defired  Epifcopate.  It  fhows 
that  it  was  intended  from  the  beginning  to  be  purely  fpiritual  in  its 
fun6lions.  It  was  not  expe6led  that  it  fhould  be  invefted  with  the 
civil  power  common  to  the  Bifhops  of  England. 
Diocesan  Library. 

140.  A  Review  of  the  Life  and  Character  of  Archbishop  Secker.  By 
Beilby  Porteus,  D.D.  Re6lor  of  Lambeth,  and  Chaplain  in  ordinary 
to  His  Majesty.  NEW-YORK:  Reprinted  from  the  London  Edi- 
tion, by  Hugh  Gaine,  at  the  Bible  and  Crown  in  Hanover-Square. 
MDCCLXXiii.    8°.     iv-j-lxviii. 

This  work  is  prefaced  by  an  ADVERTISEMENT  to  the  reader,  which 
we  prefume  was  by  Dr.  Thomas  B.  Chandler,  in  which  fome  refer- 
ence is  made  to  an  American  Epifcopate. 

Diocesan  Library. 

141.  An  Appendix  to  the  American  Edition  of  the  Life  of  Archbiftiop 
Secker:  containing  His  Grace's  Letter  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Macclane- 
chan,    on   the   Irregularity   of    his   Condudl ;   with   an   introductory 

narrative. 
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narrative.      NEW   YORK:     Printed    by    H.    Gaine,    at    his    Book 
Store  and  Printing-Office,  at  the  Bible  and  Crown,  Hanover  Square. 

MDCCLXXIV.      8°.      XX +28. 

The  introdudtory  Narrative  is  dated  Elizabeth-Town,  New 
yerfeyy  December  15,  1773,  and  was  undoubtedly  written  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  Bradbury  Chandler.  The  obje6t  of  the  introduc- 
tion and  the  Letter  was  to  illuftrate  the  chara6ter  of  the  Archbifhop 
for  wifdom,  moderation,  and  juftice. 

Diocesan  Library. 

142.  A  Calm  and  Plain  ANSWER  to  the  ENQUIRY,  Why  are  you  a 
Dissenter  from  the  Church  of  England?  containing  SOME  RE- 
MARKS ON  Its  Doctrine,  Spirit,  Constitution,  and  fome  of  its  Of- 
fices and  Forms  of  Devotion.  By  the  Author  of  the  Diffenting 
Gentleman's  Letters  to  Dr.  White.  Being  a  fummary  View  of  the 
Arguments  contained  in  thofe  Letters. 

Every  Plant  which  my  heavenly  Father  hath  not  planted,  JJiall  be  rooted 
up.     Matt.  XV.  13. 

BOSTON  :  N.  E.  Printed  and  Sold  by  E.  RUSSELL,  next  the 
Cornfield,  Union-street.     1773.     12°.    pp.119. 

The  author  was  the  Rev.  Micaiah  Towgood. 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

143.  The  Scripture  Bifhop  :  or  an  anfwer  to  a  Pamphlet  entitled,  The 
Divine  Right  of  Presbyterian  Ordination.     BOSTON.     1773.     8°. 

144.  A  Free  Examination  of  the  Critical  Commentary  on  Archbi (hop 
Secker's  Letter  to  Mr.  Walpole  :  To  Which  is  Added,  By  Way  of 
Appendix,  a  Copy  of  Bifhop  Sherlock's  MEMORIAL.  By  Thomas 
B.  Chandler,  D.D. 

Surely,  no  great  Matters  can  be  depended  on,  from  the  Tolerating 
Spirit  of  thofe  Perfons,  were  We  upon  Terms  of  fupplicating  it,  who 
can  allow  themfelves  in  all  the  Arts  of  Mifreprefentation,  in  Order  to 
blacken  the  Reputations  of  thofe  Advocates  for  our  Faith  {and  Difci- 
pline)  while  living,  and  their  Memories  when  dead,  who  had  fet  them 
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Examples  of  a  real  Moderation  in  every  Refpe6l,  the  Force  of  their 
Reafonings  only  excepted.     Dr  G.  Fothergill. 

NEW-YORK:  Printed  by  H.  Gaine,  at  the  Bible  and  Crown,  in 
Hanover-Square,     mdcclxxiv.     8°.    pp.  xii+122. 

The  prefatory  matter  confifts  of  a  note  to  the  fubfcribers  and 
extra6ls  from  Sermons  preached  before  the  Society  for  the  Propaga- 
tion of  the  Gofpel  in  foreign  Parts,  fetting  forth  the  importance  of 
eftabhfhing  an  American  Epifcopate. 

The  Critical  Commentary,  of  which  this  book  is  a  Free  Ex- 
amination, was  written  by  the  Rev.  Francis  Blackburne,  born  about 
1705,  and  died  1787,  educated  at  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  be- 
came Archdeacon  of  Cleveland  in  1750.  He  was  a  prolific  and  fkil- 
ful  writer.  Bifliop  Sherlock's  Memorial  is  a  moft  valuable  paper, 
relating  to  the  ecclefiaftical  adminiftration  in  the  colonies. 

Diocesan  Library. 

145.  To  the  KING  in  COUNCIL.  Some  Considerations  Innnbly  offered 
by  Thomas,  BiJJiop  of  London,  relatmg  to  Ecclesiastical  Government, 
in  his  Majejlfs  Dominio?is  in  America.     8°.     pp.  20. 

This  valuable  brochure  was  publifhed  as  an  Appendix  to  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  B.  Chandler's  Free  Examination  of  the  Critical 
Commentary.  It  relates  to  a  different  fubjeft,  but  is  neverthelefs 
included  in  the  publication  under  the  fame  pagination.  The  Rt. 
Rev.  Thomas  Sherlock  was  at  that  time  Bifliop  of  London,  and  was 
the  author  of  the  "  Confiderations."  It  fets  forth  hiftorically  and 
fully  the  relation  of  the  Bifhop  of  London  to  the  Church  in  the  Eng- 
lifh  Colonies.  As  this  relation  varied  at  different  times,  and  was 
fometimes  imperfe6lly  defined  and  underftood,  it  is  hiftorically  an 
important  document. 

It  was  read  in  the  King's  Council  Feb.  21,  1750.  It  remained  in 
manufcript  more  than  twenty  years.  It  was  copied  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
William  Smith,  Provoft  of  the  College  in  Philadelphia,  and  was 
printed,  as  ftated  above,  in  1774. 

Diocesan  Library. 
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the  Supreme  Court,  45  ;  refufed 
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Crowland,  Abbot  of,  140. 
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Draw-Bridge,  Bofton,  242. 

Dryden,  John,  20  n. 

Dublin,  226,  241,  271. 

Dudleian  Ledure,  275,  285. 

Dudley,  Jofeph,  33. 

Dudley,  Paul,  v,  vi. 

Dudley,  Thomas,  33. 

Duniway,  C  A.  v. 
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Epifcopal  Communion,  93. 

Epifcopal  Controverfy  in  Conn.,  231. 

Epifcopal  Government,  89,  104. 

Epifcopalians,  296. 
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